-r** 

X9m 

; . -fllwRn  •  .'i 

.  j 

■ rw  “ 

A 

7 

X#!T 

,  ‘  y 

A  4  j 

*;\ ' .-  ••*  * 

f/  ^ 

<§  • 

\\  • * 

'  j 

MIC 

Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29325845_0003 


THE 


O  R  K  S 


LAURENCE 


STERNE; 


IN  FOUR  VOLUMES: 

i 

CONTAINING 


"THE  LIFE  AND  OPINIONS 
OF  TRISTRAM  SHANDY,  GENT.; 

A  SENTIMENTAL  JOURNEY 
THROUGH  FRANCE  AND  ITALY; 

SERMONS,— LETTERS,  %c, 

WITH 


A  LIFE  OF  THE  AUTHOR , 

WRITTEN  BY  HIMSELF. 


VOLUME  THE  THIRD. 


LONDON: 

Printed  for  J.  Johnson  ;  G.  &  J.  Robinson ;  T.  Becket;  R,  Baldwin; 
II  ookham  6c  Co.;  A.  Straiian;  W.  Lowndes  ;  G.  Wilkie  ;  Vernor 
&  Hood  ;  Ogilvy  &  Son;  J.  Walker;  J.  Stockdale  ;  Lackington, 
Allen,  &  Co.;  Longman  &  Rees  ;  Cadell  &  Davies;  J.  Nunn; 
R.Lea;  J.  Scatciierd  ;  W.  J.  <S cJ.  Richardson;  Blacks  &  Parry, 
and,  J.  Asperne. 


1803. 


* 

-■  .  *  ..  I  v  '  i  ‘  * 


f  ' 


‘ 


. 


•  -  X 

Luke  Hansard.  Printer, 

Great  Turnstile,  Lincoln’s-  Inn  Flelus* 


PREFACE. 

(to  tiie  first  edition.) 


t 


’p 

I  he  Sermon  which  gave  rife  to  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  thefe,  having  being  offered  to  the 
world  as  a  Sermon  of  Yorick* s,  I  hope  the  moil 
ferious  reader  will  find  nothing  to  offend  him,  in 
my  continuing  thefe  volumes  under  the  fame  title : 
left  it  ihould  be  otherwife,  1  have  added  a  fecond 
title-page  with  the  real  name  of  the  Author — the 
firft  will  ferve  the  bookfeller  s  purpofe,  as  l  oriclcs 
name  is  poffibly  of  the  two  the  more  known ; — - 
and  the  fecond  will  eafe  the  minds  of  thofe  who 
fee  a  jeft,  and  the  danger  which  lurks  under  it, 
where  no  jeft  was  meant. 

1  fuppofe  it  is  needlefs  to  inform  the  Public, 
that  the  reafon  of  printing  thefe  Sermons  arifes 
al  together  from  the  favourable  reception  which  the 
Sermon  given  as  a  fample  of  them  in  Tristram 
Shandy  met  with  from  the  world ; — That  Ser¬ 
mon  was  printed  by  itfelf  fome  years  ago,  but 
could  find  neither  purchafers  nor  readers  ;  fo 
that  I  apprehended  little  hazard  from  a  pro- 
mife  1  made  upon  its  republication,  “That  if  the 
“  Sermon  was  liked,  thefe  fhould  be  alfo  at 
the  worlds  fervice  \  which,  to  be  as  good  as  my 
word,  they  here  are,  and  I.  pray  to  God,  they 
may  do  it  the  fervice  I  wifli.  I  have  little  to  fay 
in  their  behalf,  except  this,  that  not  one  of  them 
wascompofed  with  any  thoughts  of  being  print¬ 
ed; — they  have  been  haftily  written,  and  carry 
the  marks  of  it  along  with  them.— This  mav 
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be  no  recommendation; — I  mean  it  however  as 
fuch  ;  tor  as  the  Sermons  turn  chiefly  upon 
philanthropy,  and  thofe  kindred  virtues  to  it, 
upon  which  hang  all  the  law  and  the  prophets* 
I  truft  they  will  be  no  lefs  felt,  or  worfe  re- 
ceived,  for  the  evidence  they  bear,  of  proceeding 
more  from  the  heart  than  the  head.  I  have  no¬ 
thing  to  add,  but  that  the  reader,  upon  old  and 
beaten  fubjects,  muft  not  look  for  many  new 
thoughts—’ tis  well  if  he  has  new  language  in 
three  or  four  paffages  ;  where  he  has  neither  the 
one  nor  the  other,  I  have  quoted  the  author  I 
made  free  with.— There  are  feme  other  paffages 
where  I  fufpeci  I  may  have  taken  the  fame  li¬ 
berty,— but  ’tis  only  fufpicion,  for  I  do  not 
remember  it  is  fo,  otherwife  I  fhould  have  re¬ 
ft  ore  d  them  to  their  proper  owners ;  fo  that  1 
put  in  here  more  as  a  general  faving  than  from 
a  confcioufneft  of  having  much  to  anfwer  for 
upon  that  fcore.  In  this  however,  and  every 
thine*  elfe  which  I  offer  or  lhall  offer  to  the  world, 
I  reft,  with  a  heart  much  at  eafe,  upon  the 
protection  of  the  humane  and  candid,  from 
whom  1  have  received  many  favours,  for  which  I 
beg  leave  to  return  them  thanks— — thanks. 
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SERMON  I. 


INQUIRY  AFTER  HAPPINESS. 


PSALM  IV.  6. 

There  be  many  that  fay,  Who  will  fhew  us  any  good  ?— » d-ord,  lift 
thou  up  the  light  of  thy  countenance  upon  us. 


THE  great  purfuit  of  man  is  after  happi 
nets ;  it  is  the  firft  and  ftrongeft  delire 
of  his  nature ; — in  every  itage  of  his  life  he 
iearches  for  it  as  for  hid  treaiure ; — courts  it 
under  a  thoufand  different  ihapes, — and, 
though  perpetually  dilappointed, — ltill  per- 
iilis,— runs  after,  and  enquires  for  it  afrefh, — 
aiks  every  paflenger  who  comes  in  his  w^ay, 
Who  will  jliew  him  any  good? — who  will  affilt 
him  in  the  attainment  of  it,  or  direct  him  to 
the  dilcovery  of  this  great  end  of  all  his 
withes  ? 

He  is  told  by  one,  to  fearch  for  it  among 
the  more  gay  and  ufeful  pleafures  of  life,  in 
fcenes  of  mirth  and  fprightlinefs,  where  Hap- 
pinefs  ever  pretides,  and  is  ever  to  be  known 
by  the  joy  and  laughter  which  he  will  at 
once  fee  painted  in  her  looks. 

A  fecond,  with  a  graver  afpefit,  points  out 
to  the  coftly  dwellings  which  pride  and  ex¬ 
travagance  have  erected  ; — —tells  the  enquirer 
that  the  object  he  is  in  fearch  of  inhabits 
there; — that  Elappinefs  lives  only  in  com¬ 
pany  with  the  great,  in  the  midft  of  much 
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pomp  and  outward  Rate ; — that  lie  will  eafily 
find  her  out  by  the  coat  of  many  colours  the 
has  on,  and  the  great  luxury  and  expence  of 
equipage  and  furniture  with  which  flie  al¬ 
ways  fits  furrounded. 

The  mifer  bleffes  God! — wonders  how  any 
one  would  miflead,  and  wilfully  put  him 
upon  fo  wrong  a  fcent, — convinces  him  that 
happinefs  and  extravagance  never  inhabited 
under  the  fame  roof; — that,  if  he  would  not 
be  difappointed  in  his  fearch,  he  mult  look 
into  the  plain  and  thrifty  dwelling  of  the 
prudent  man,  who  knows  and  underftands 
the  worth  of  money,  and  cautioufty  lays  it 
up  againft  aii  evil  hour :  that  it  is  not  the 
proftitution  of  wealth  upon  the  paffions,  or 
the  parting  with  it  at  all,  that  conftitutes  hap¬ 
pinefs  ; — but  that  it  is  the  keeping  it  together, 
and  the  having  and  holding  it  fali  to  him  and 
his  heirs  for  ever,  which  are  the  chief  attri¬ 
butes  that  form  this  great  idol  of  human 
worfhip,  to  which  fo  much  incenfe  is  offered 
up  every  day. 

■  The  epicure,  though  he  eafily  rectifies  fo 
grofs  a  miftake,  yet,  at  the  fame  time, 
he  plunges  him,  if  poffible,  into  a  greater ; 
for,  hearing  the  object  of  his  purfuit  to  be 
happinefs,  and  knowing  of  no  other  happi¬ 
nefs  than  what  is  feated  immediately  in  his 
fenfes, — he  fends  the  enquirer  there,  tells  him 
'tis  in  vain  to  fearch  elfewhere  for  it  than 
where  Nature  herfelf  has  placed  it, — in  the 
indulgence  and  gratification  of  the  appetites, 
which  are  given  us  for  that  end  :  and,  in  a 
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word, — if  he  will  not  take  his  opinion  in  the 
matter, — he  may  truft  the  word  of  a  much 
wifer  man,  who  lias  allured  us,  That  there  is 
nothing  better  in  this  world,  than  that  a  man 
lhouid  eat  and  drink,  and  rejoice  in  his 
works,  and  make  his  foul  enjoy  good  in  his 
labour; — for  that  is  his  portion. 

To  refcue  him  from  this  brutal  experiment, 
Ambition  takes  him  by  the  hand,  and  carries 
him  into  the  world, — lhews  him  all  the  king^ 
doms  of  the  earth  and  the  glory  of  them, — * 
points  out  the  many  ways  of  advancing  his 
fortune,  and  railing  himfelf  to  honour; — lays 
before  his  eyes  all  the  charms  and  bewitching 
temptations  of  power,  and  alks  if  there  can 
be  any  happinefs  in  this  world  like  that  of 
being  careiled,  courted,  flattered,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  ? 

To  clofe  all, — the  philofopher  meets  him 
buttling  in  the  full  career  of  this  purfuit, — 
flops  him, — tells  him,  if  he  is  in  fearch  of 
happinefs,  he  is  far  gone  out  of  his  way : — 
that  this  deity  has  long  been  banifhed  from 

J  o 

noife  and  tumults,  where  there  was  no  reft 
found  for  her,  and  was  fled  into  folitude  far 
from  all  commerce  of  the  world ;  and,  in  a 
w  ord,  if  he  would  find  her,  he  mutt  leave  this 
bufy  and  intriguing  fcene,  and  go  back  to  that 
peaceful  fcene  of  retirement  and  books,  from 
which  he  at  firft  fet  out. 

In  this  circle  too  often  does  man  run,  tries 
all  experiments,  and  generally  fits  down 
weary  and  diffatisfied  with  them  all  at  iaft, — 
in  utter  defpair  of  ever  accomplifhing  what 
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he  wants, — nor  knowing  what  to  trail  to 
after  fo  many  disappointments,— or  where  to 
lay  the  fault,  whether  in  the  incapacity  of 
his  own  nature,  or  the  insufficiency  of  the 
enjoyments  themfelves. 

In  this  uncertain  and  perplex’d  ftate,— 
-without  knowledge  which  way  to  turn  or 
where  to  betake  ourfelves  for  refuge, — fo 
often  abu  fed  and  deceived  by  the  many  who 
pretend  thus  to  fhew  us  any  good, — -Lord ! 
fays  the  Pfalmift,  lift  up  the  light  of  thy  coun¬ 
tenance  upon  us!  Send  us  fome  rays  of  thv 
grace  and  heavenly  wifdom,  in  tliis  benighted 
fearch  after  happinefs,  to  direct  us  fafely  to 
it !  O  God !  let  us  not  wander  for  ever  with¬ 
out  a  guide,  in  this  dark  region,  in  endlefs 
purfuit  of  our  miftaken  good,  but  enlighten 
our  eyes  that  we  deep  not  in  death  ; — open 
to  them  the  comforts  of  thy  holy  word  and 
religion;— lift  up  the  light  of  thy  countenance 
upon  us,— and  make  us  know  the  joy  and  ia- 
tisfadtion  of  living  in  the  true  faith  and  fear 
of  thee,  which  only  can  carry  us  to  this  haven 
of  reft  where  we  would  be, — that  fare  haven, 
where  true  joys  are  to  be  found,  which  will 
at  length  not  only  anfwer  all  our  expecta¬ 
tions, — but  fatisfy  the  moft  unbounded  of 
our  willies  for  ever  and  ever. 

The  words  thus  opened,  naturally  reduce 
the  remaining  part  of  the  difcourfe  under  two 
heads. — The  firft  part  of  the  verfc, — “  There 
be  many  that  fay,  Who  will  fliew  us  any 
good?” — To  make  fome  reflections  upon 
the  infufficiency  of  moft  of  our  enjoyments 
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towards  the  attainment  of  happinefs,  upon 
fome  of  the  moft  received  plans  on  which  'tis 
generally  fought. 

The  examination  of  which  will  lead  us  up 
to  the  fource  and  true  fecret  of  all  happinefs, 
fuggefted  to  us  in  the  latter  part  of  the  verfe ; 
— “  Lord !  lift  thou  up  the  light  of  thy  coun- 
££  tenanceupon  us,” — that  there  can  be  no  real 
happinefs  without  religion  and  virtue,  and  the 
alii  fiance  of  God's  grace  and  Holy  Spirit  to 
direct  our  lives  in  the  true  purfuit  of  it. 

Let  us  enquire  into  the  difappointments 
of  human  happinefs,  on  fome  of  the  moft 
received  plans  on  which  'tis  generally  fought 
for  and  expected  by  the  bulk  of  mankind. 

There  is  hardly  any  fubjedi  more  exhaufted, 
or  which,  at  one  time  or  other,  has  afforded 
more  matter  for  argument  and  declamation 
than  this  one,  of  the  inliifhciency  of  our  en¬ 
joyments.  Scarce  a  reformed  fenfualift,  from 
Solomon  down  to  our  own  days,  who  has  not 
in  fome  fits  of  repentance  or  difappointment 
uttered  fome  fliarp  reflection  upon  the  empti- 
nefs  of  human  pleafure,  and  of  the  vanity  of 
vanities  which  difcovers  itfelf  in  all  the  pur- 
fuits  of  mortal  man. — But  the  mifchief  has 
been,  that,  though  fo  many  good  things  have 
been  laid,  they  have  generally  had  the  fate 
to  be  confidered  either  as  the  overflowings  of 
difguft  from  fated  appetites,  which  could  no 
longer  relifh  the  pleafures  of  life ;  or,  as  the 
declamatory  opinions  of  reclufe  and  fplenetic 
men,  who  had  never  tafted  them  at  all,  and, 
.conlequently,  were  thought  no  judges  of  the 
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matter.  So  that  'tis  no  great  wonder,  if  the 
greatefl  part  of  Inch  reflections,  however  juft 
in  themlelves  and  founded  on  truth  and  a 
knowledge  of  the  world,  are  found  to  leave 
little  impreffion  where  the  imagination  was 
already  heated  with  great  expectations  of  fu¬ 
ture  happinefs  ;  and  that  the  belt  lectures 
that  have  been  read  upon  the  vanity  of  the 
world,  fo  feldom  flop  a  man  in  the  purfuit 
of  the  objeCt  of  his  delire,  or  give  him  half 
the  conviction  that  the  poffeffion  of  it  walk 
and  what  the  experience  of  his  own  life,  or  a 
careful  obfervation  upon  the  life  of  others,  do 
at  length  generally  confirm  to  us  all. 

Let  us  endeavour  then  to  try  the  caufe  up¬ 
on  this  iffue  ;  and,  inftead  of  recurring  to  the 
common  arguments,  or  taking  any  one's  word 
in  the  cafe,  let  us  truft  to  matter  of  fact ;  and 
if,  upon  enquiry,  it  appears  that  the  aCtions 
of  mankind  are  not  to  be  accounted  for  upon 
any  other  principle  but  this  of  the  infufficiency 
of  our  enjoyments,  ’twill  go  further  towards 
the  eftablifhment  of  the  truth  of  this  part  of 
the  difcourfe,  than  a  thoufand  fpeculative 
arguments  which  might  be  offered  upon  the 
occafion. 


Now,  if  we  take  a  furvey  of  the  life  of  man 
from  the  time  he  is  come  to  reafon,  to  the 
lateft  decline  of  it  in  old  aoe, — we  fhall  find 
him  engaged,  and  generally  hurried  on  in  fuch 
a  fucceflion  of  different  purfuits,  and  differ¬ 
ent  opinions  of  things,  through  the  different 
ftages  of  his  life, — -as  will  admit  of  no  expli¬ 
cation  but  this, — That  he  finds  no  reft  for  the 
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foie  of  his  foot,  on  any  of  the  plans  where  he 
has  been  led  to  expect  it. 

The  moment  he  is  got  loofe  from  tutors 
and  governors,  and  is  left  to  judge  for  him- 
felf,  and  purfue  this  fcheme  his  own  way, — 
his  firit  thoughts  are  generally  full  of  the 
mighty  happinefs  which  he  is  going  to  enter 
upon,  from  the  free  enjoyment  of  the  plea- 
lures  in  which  he  fees  others  of  his  age  and 
fortune  engaged. 

In  confequence  of  this, — take  notice  how 
his  imagination  is  caught  by  every  glittering 
appearance  that  Hatters  this  expectation.— 
Obferve  what  impreffions  are  made  upon  his 
fenfes  by  diverfions,  mufic,  drefs,  and  lieauty, 
— and  how  his  fpirits  are  upon  the  wing, 
flying  in  purfuit  of  them,  that  you  would 
think  he  could  never  have  enough. 

Leave  him  to  himfelf  a  few  years,  till  the 
edge  of  appetite  is  worn  down, — and  you 
will  fcarce  know  him  again.  You  will  find 
him  entered  into  engagements,  and  fetting 
up  for  a  man  of  buiinels  and  conduct,  talk¬ 
ing  of  no  other  happinefs  but  what  centers  in 
projects  of  making  the  molt  of  this  world, 
and  providing  for  his  children  and  children's 
children  after  them.  Examine  his  notions, 
he  will  tell  you,  that  the  gayer  pleafures  of 
youth  are  only  fit  for  thole  ivho  know  not 
how  to  difpofe  of  themfelves  and  time  to 
better  advantage.  That  however  fair  and 
promifmg  they  might  appear  to  a  man  un- 
praCtifed  in  them, — they  were  no  better  than 
a  life  of  folly  and  impertinence;  and,  fo  far 
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from  anfwering  jour  expectations  of  hap- 
pinefs,  Twas  well  if  you  efcaped  without 
pain. — That,  in  every  experiment  he  had 
tried,  he  had  found  more  bitter  than  lweet ; 
and,  for  the  little  pleafure  one  could  fnatch, 
— it  too  often  left  a  terrible  (ting  behind  it : 
belides,  did  the  balance  lie  on  the  other  fide, 
he  would  tell  you  there  could  be  no  true 
fatisfadtion  where  a  life  runs  on  in  fo  giddy 
a  circle,  out  of  which  a  wife  man  lhould  ex¬ 
tricate  himfelf  as  loon  as  he  can,  that  he  may 
begin  to  look  forwards: — that  it  becomes  a 
man  of  character  and  confequence  to  lay  afide 
childilh  things,  to  take  care  of  his  interefts, 
to  eftablilh  the  fortune  of  his  family,  and 
place  it  out  of  want  and  dependence:  and, 
in  a  word,  if  there  is  fuch  a  thing  as  happi- 
nefs  upon  earth,  it  mult  confift  in  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  this  ; — and,  for  his  own  part,  if 
God  fliould  profper  his  endeavours  fo  as  to 
be  worth  fuch  a  fum,  or  to  be  able  to  bring 
fuch  a  point  to  bear, — he  lhall  be  one  of  the 
happieft  of  the  fons  of  men. — In  full  a  dur¬ 
ance  of  this,  on  he  drudges, — plots, — con¬ 
trives,— riles  early, — late  takes  relt,  and  eats 
the  bread  of  carefulnefs,  till,  at  length,  by 
hard  labour  and  perfeverance,  he  has  reach¬ 
ed,  if  not  outgone,  the  objedt  he  had  firlt  in 
view. — When  he  has  got  thus  far,- — if  lie  is 
a  plain  and  fincere  man,  he  will  make  no 
fcruple  to  acknowledge  truly  what  alteration 
he  has  found  in  himfelf. — If  you  alk  him,— 
he  will  tell  you  that  his  imagination  painted 
fornething  before  his  eyes,  the  reality  of  which 
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lie  has  not  yet  attained  to :  that,  with  all  the 
accumulation  of  his  wealth,  he  neither  lives 
the  merrier,  lleeps  the  founder,  or  has  lefs 
care  and  anxiety  upon  his  fpirits  than  at  his 
firth  letting  out. 

Perhaps,  you’ll  fay,  feme  dignity,  honour, 
or  title,  only  is  wanting: — Oh!  could  I  ac- 
complifh  that,  as  there  would  be  nothing  left 
then  for  me  to  wilh,  good  God!  how  happy 
fhould  I  be!  ’Tis  ftill  the  fame; — the  dignity 
or  title, — -though  they  crown  his  head  with  ho¬ 
nour, — add  not  one  cubit  to  his  happinefs. — 
Upon  fumming  up  the  account, all,  ail  is  found 
to  be  feated  merely  in  the  imagination. — The 
falter  he  has  purfued,  the  falter  the  phantom 
flies  before  him  ; — and,  to  ufe  the  fati  rift’s 
comparifon  of  the  chariot-wheels, — hafte  as 
they  will,  they  mult  for  ever  keep  the  fame 
diltance. 

But  what  ?  though  I  have  been  thus  far 
difappointed  in  my  expectations  of  happinefs 
from  the  poffeffion  of  riches, — “  Let  me  try 
“  whether  I  fhall  not  meet  with  it  in  the 
“  fpending  and  falhionable  enjoyment  of 
a  them/’ 

Behold !  I  will  get  me  down,  and  make  me 
great  works,  and  build  me  houfes,  and  plant 
me  vineyards,  and  make  me  gardens  and  pools 
of  water ;  and  I  will  get  me  fervants  and 
maidens ;  and  whatfoever  my  eyes  delire,  I 
will  not  keep  from  them. 

In  profecution  of  this, — he  drops  all  pain¬ 
ful  purfuits, — withdraws  himlelf  from  the 
bufy  part  of  the  world, — realizes,  —  pulls 

down 


12 


SERMON  L 


down, — builds  up  again ; — buys  ftatues,  pic¬ 
tures, — plants — and  plucks  up  by  the  roots, 
— levels  mountains — and  fills  up  vallies, — 
turns  rivers  into  dry  ground,  and  dry  ground 
into  rivers ; — fays  unto  this  man.  Go,  and  he 
goeth;  and  unto  another,  Do  this,  and  he 
doeth  it; — and  whatfoever  his  foul  lufteth 
after  of  this  kind,  he  withholds  not  from  it. 
When  every  thing  is  thus  planned  by  himfelf, 
and  executed  according  to  his  with  and  di¬ 
rection,  furely  he  is  arrived  to  the  accomplifh- 
inent  of  his  wifhes,  and  has  got  to  the  fummit 
of  all  human  happinefs? — Let  the  moft  for¬ 
tunate  adventurers  in  this  way  anfwer  the 
queftion  for  him,  and  fay, — how  often  it  arifes 
higher  than  a  bare  and  Ample  amufement, — * 
and  well,  if  you  can  compound  for  that, — * 
fince,  his  often  purchafed  at  fo  high  a  price, 
and  fo  foured  by  a  mixture  of  other  inciden- 
tal  vexations,  as  to  become  too  often  a  work 
of  repentance,  which,  in  the  end,  wTill  extort 
the  fame  forrowful  confeffion  from  him,  which 
it  did  from  Solomon  in  the  like  cafe, — “  Lo! 
u  I  looked  on  all  the  works  that  my  hands 
“  had  wrought,  and  on  the  labour  that  I  had 
“  laboured  to  do, — and  behold  all  was  vanity 
“  and  vexation  of  fpirit, — and  there  was  no 
u  profit  to  me  under  the  fun.” 

To  inflame  this  account  the  more, — it 
would  be  no  miracle,  if,  upon  cafting  it  up, 
he  has  gone  farther  lengths  than  he  firfi  in¬ 
tended,  run  into  expe-nces  which  have  entan¬ 
gled  his  fortune,  and  brought  himfelf  into 
fuch  difficulties  as  to  make  way  for  the  laft 
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experiment  he  can  try, — and  that  is,  to  turn 
mifer,  with  no  happinefs  in  view  but  what  is 
to  rife  out  of  the  little  defigns  of  a  fordid 
mind,  fet  upon  faving  and  fcraping  up  all  he 
has  injudicioufly  fpent. 

In  this  laft  ftage, — behold  him  a  poor 
trembling  wretch,  Ihut  up  from  all  mankind, 
finking  into  utter  contempt;  fpending  careful 
days  and  fleeplefs  nights  in  purfuit  of  what 
a  narrow  and  contracted  heart  can  never  en¬ 
joy; — and  let  us  here  leave  him  to  the  con¬ 
viction  he  will  one  day  find, — that  there  is  no 
end  of  his  labour, — that  his  eyes  will  never 
be  fatisfied  with  riches,  or  will  fay, — For 
whom  do  I  labour  and  bereave  myfell  of  reft? 
— This  is  alfo  a  fore  travel. 

I  believe  this  is  no  uncommon  picture  of 
the  difappointments  of  human  life, — and  the 
manner  our  pleafures  and  enjoyments  flip 
from  under  us  in  every  ftage  of  our  life.  And 
though  I  would  not  be  thought  by  it,  as  if  I 
was  denying  the  reality  of  pleafures,  or  de¬ 
puting  the  being  of  them,  any  more  than  one 
w  ould  the  reality  of  pain, — yet  1  muft  obferve 
on  this  head,  that  there  is  a  plain  diftinCtion 
to  be  made  betwixt  plea fu re  and  happinefs : 
for,  though  there  can  be  no  happinefs  without 
pleafure, — yet  the  reverie  of  the  propofition 
will  not  hold  true. — We  are  fo  made,  that, 
from  the  common  gratifications  of  our  appe¬ 
tites,  and  the  impreffions  of  a  thoufand  ob¬ 
jects,  we  fnatch  the  one,  like  a  tranfient 
gleam,  without  being  fullered  to  tafte  the 
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other,  and  enjoy  the  perpetual  funfhine  and 
fair  weather  which  conftantly  attend  it.  This, 
I  contend,  is  only  to  be  found  in  religion,— 
in  the  confcioufnefs  of  virtue, — and  the  fure 
and  certain  hopes  of  a  better  life,  which 
brightens  all  our  profpeCts,  and  leaves  no 
room  to  dread  difappointments, — becaufe  the 
expectation  of  it  is  built  upon  a  rock,  whofe 
foundations  are  as  deep  as  thole  of  Heaven 
and  Hell. 

And  though,  in  our  pilgrimage  through  this 
world, — fome  of  us  may  be  lb  fortunate  as 
to  meet  with  fome  dear  fountains  by  the 
way,  that  may  cool,  for  a  few  moments,  the 
heat  of  this  great  thirft  of  happmefs, — yet 
onr  Saviour,  who  knew  the  world,  though 
he  enjoyed  but  little  of  it,  tells  us,  that  who- 
foever  drinketh  of  this  water  will  thirft  again : 
— and  we  all  find,  by  experience,  it  is  fo,  and 
by  reafon,  that  it  always  muft  be  fo. 

I  conclude  with  a  ihort  obfervation  upon 
Solomon  s  evidence  in  this  cafe. 

Never  did  the  bufy  brain  of  a  lean  and 
hectic  chemift  fearch  for  the  philofopher  s 
ft  one  with  more  pains  and  ardour  than  this 
great  man  did  after  happinefs.  He  was  one 
of  the  wifeft  enquirers  into  Nature; — -had 
tried  all  her  powers  and  capacities,  and  after 
a  thoufand  vain  fpecnlations  and  vile  experi¬ 
ments,  he  affirmed,  at  length,  it  lay  hid  in  no 
one  thing  he  had  tried.  Like  the  chemiiVs 
projections,  all  had  ended  in  fmoke,  or,  what 
was  world,  in  vanity  and  vexation  of  fpirit, 
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— The  conclufion  of  the  whole  matter  was 
this, — That  he  aclvifes  every  man  who  would 
be  happy,  to  fear  God  and  keep  his  com¬ 
mandments. 
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THE  HOUSE  OF  FEASTING  AND  THE  HOUSE 
OF  MOURNING  DESCRIBED. 


ECCLES.  VII.  2,  3, 

It  is  better  to  go  to  the  houfe  of  mourning  than  to  the  houfe 

of  feafting, 

1  HAT  X  deny; — but  let  us  hear  the  wife 
man’s  reafoning  upon  it, — “  for  that  is  the 
“  end  of  all  men,  and  the  living  will  lay  it 
u  to  his  heart;  forrow  is  better  than  laughter:” 
—  for  a  crack-brain’d  order  of  Carthufiau 
monks,  I  grant,  but  not  for  men  of  the 
world.  For  what  purpofe,  do  you  imagine, 
has  God  made  us  ?  for  the  focial  fweets  of 
the  well-watered  vallies,  where  he  has  planted 
us,  or  for  the  dry  and  difmal  defert  of  a  Sierra 
Morena?  Are  the  fad  accidents  of  life,  and 
the  uncheery  Xiours  which  perpetually  over-^ 
take  us,  are  they  not  enough,  but  we  muft 
fally  forth  in  queft  of  them, — belye  our  own 
hearts,  and  fay,  as  our  text  would  have  us, 
that  they  are  better  than  thofe  of  joy?  Did 
the  Beft  of  Beings  fend  us  into  the  world  far 
this  end, — to  go  weeping  through  it, — to  vex 
and  fhorten  a  life  fliort  and  vexatious  enough 
already?  Do  you  think,  my  good  preacher, 
that  he  who  is  infinitely  happy,  can  envy  us 
our  enjoyments?  or  that  a  Being  fo  infinitely 
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Ifind,  would  grudge  a  mournful  traveller  the 
ihort  reft  and  refrelhments  neceftary  to  lup- 
port  his  fpirits  through  the  ft  ages  of  a  weary 
pilgrimage?  or  that  he  would  call  him  to  a 
fevere  reckoning,  hecaufe  in  his  way  he  had 
lmftily  thatched  at  home  little  fugacious  plea- 
fares,  merely  to  fweeten  this  uneafy  journey 
of  life,  and  reconcile  him  to  the  rugged neis 
of  the  road,  and  the  many  hard  joftlings  he 
is  fare  to  meet  with  ?  Conlider,  I  befeech 
you,  what  provifion  and  accommodation  the 
Author  of  our  being  has  prepared  for  us,  that 
we  might  not  go  on  our  way  farrowing: — 
how  many  caravanferas  of  reft ! — what  powers 
and  faculties  he  has  given  us  for  taking  it!- — 
what  apt  objects  he  has  placed  in  our  way  to 
entertain  us! — fome  of  which  he  has  made 
fo  fair,  fo  exquifitely  fitted  for  this  end,  that, 
they  have  power  over  us,  for  a  time,  to  charm 
away  the  fenfe  of  pain,  to  cheer  up  the  de¬ 
jected  heart  under  poverty  and  ficknefs,  and 
make  it  go  and  remember  its  miferies  no 


more* 

I  will  not  contend,  at  prefent,  againft  this 
rhetoric;  I  would  chafe  rather  for  a  moment 
to  go  on  with  the  allegory,  and  lay  we  are 
travellers,  and,  in  the  molt  affeCting  fenfe  of 
that  idea,  that,  like  travellers,  though  upon 
bufinefs  of  the  laft  and  neareft  concern  to 
us,  we  may  finely  be  allowed  to  amufe  our- 


felves  with  the  natural  or  artificial  beauties 


of  the  country  we  are  palling  through,  with¬ 
out  reproach  of  forgetting  the  main  errand 
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we  are  fent  upon  ;  and  if  we  can  fo  order  ift 
as  not  to  be  led  out  of  the  way,  by  the  va¬ 
riety  of  profpeCts,  edifices,  and  ruins  which 
folicit  us,  it  would  be  a  nonfenfical  piece  of 
faint-errantry  to  flmt  our  eyes. 

But  let  us  not  lofe  fight  of  the  argument 
in  purfuit  of  the  fimile. 

Let  us  remember,  various  as  our  excurfions 
are — that  we  have  Itill  fet  our  faces  towards 
Jerufalemr — that  we  have  a  place  of  reft  and 
happinefs,  towards  which  we  batten;  and  that 
the  way  to  get  there  is  not  fo  much  to  pleafe 
our  hearts,  as  to  improve  them  in  virtue; — 
that  mirth  and  feafting  are  ufually  no  friends 
to  atchievements  of  this  kind, — but  that  a 
feafon  of  affliction  is,  in  fome  fort,  a  leafon  of 
p'ety, — not  only  becaufe  our  fuffe rings  are 
apt  to  put  us  in  mind  of  our  fins,  but  that  by 
the  check  and  interruption  which  they  give, 
to  our  pu Hints,  they  allow  us  what  the  hurry 
and  buftle  of  the  world  too  often  deny  us; 
—and  that  is,  a  little  time  for  reflection* 
which  is  all  that  molt  of  us  want,  to  make  us 
wiler  and  better  men: — that  at  certain  times 
it  is  fo  neceftary  a  mans  mind  lhould  be 
turned  towards  itfelf,  that  rather  than  want 
occafions,  he  had  better  purchafe  them  at 
the  ex  pence  of  his  prefen  t  happinefs, — He 
had  better,  as  the  text  exprefles  it,  “  go  to 
44  the  houfe  of  mourning/'  where  he  will  meet 
with  fomething  to  fubdue  his  paffions,  than 
to  the  houfe  of  feafting,  where  the  joy  and 
gaiety  of  the  place  is  likely  to  excite  them. — * 

-  That 


SERMON  II. 


,19 


That  whereas  the  entertainments  and  cardies 
of  the  one  place  expole  his  heart  and  lay  it 
open  to  temptations  ; — -the  farrows  of  the 
other  defend  it,  and  as  naturally  Hint  them 
from  it.  So  ftrange  and  unaccountable  a 
creature  is  man !  he  is  fo  framed,  that  he 
cannot  but  purfue  happinefs; — and  yet,  un- 
lefs  he  is  made  fometimes  miferable,  how  apt 
is  he  to  miftake  the  way  which  ean  only 
lead  him  to  the  accomplifhinent  of  his  own 
wilhes! 


This  is  the  full  force  of  the  wife  man's  de¬ 
claration.— But  to  do  farther  jultice  to  his 
words,  I  will  endeavour  to  bring  the  fubjeht 
ftill  nearer. — For  which  purpofe,  it  will  be 
neceifary  to  ftop  here,  and  take  a  tranfient 
view  of  the  two  places  here  referred  to,— the 
houfe  of  mourn  in  2:,  and  the  houfe  of  featting. 
Give  me  leave,  therefore,  I  hefeech  you,  to 
recal  both  of  them  for  a  moment  to  your 
imaginations,  that  from  thence  I  may  appeal 
to  your  hearts  how  faithfully,  and  upon  what 
good  grounds,  the  effects  and  natural  opera¬ 
tions  of  each  upon  our  minds  are  intimated 
in  the  text. 

And,  firft,  let  us  look  into  the  houfe  of 
feaflino*. 

O 

And  here,  to  be  as  fair  and  candid  as  pof- 
hble  in  the  defeription  of  this,  we  will  not 
take  it  from  the  worft  orisinals,  fuch  as  are 
opened  merely  for  the  fale  of  virtue,  and  fo 
calculated  for  the  end,  that  the  difguife  each 
is  under  not  only  gives  povrer  fafely  to  drive 
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on  the  bargain,  but  fafely  to  carry  it  into  exe¬ 


cution  too. 

This  we  will  not  fuppofe'  to  be  the  cafe; — - 
nor  let  us  even  imagine  the  houfe  of  feafting 
to  he  fuch  a  fcene  of  intemperance  and  ex¬ 
eats  as  the  houfe  of  feafting  does  often  ex  hi- 
bit; — but  let  us  take  it  from  one,  as  little  ex- 

as  we  can, — where  there  is,-  or 


ception 

at  leaft  appears,  nothing  really  criminal, — 
but  where  every  thing  feeins  to  be  kept  within 

the  vifible  bounds  of  moderation  and  fobrietv. 

%/ 

Imagine  then  fuch  a  houfe  of  feafting, 


where,  either  by  content  or  invitation,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  each  fex  is  drawn  together,  for  no 

o 

other  purpofe  but  the  enjoyment  and  mutual 
entertainment  of  each  other:  which,  we  will 


fuppofe,  fhali  arife  from  no  other  pleafures 
but  what  culiom  authorizes,  and  religion 
does  not  abfolutely  forbid. 

Before  we  enter, — let  us  examine,  what 
muft  be  the  fentiments  of  each  individual 
previous  to-  his  arrival,  and  we  ftiall  find, 
that  however  they  may  differ  from  one  another 
in  tempers  and  opinions,  that  every  one 
feems  to  agree  in  this: — That  as  he  is  going 
to  a  houle  dedicated  to  joy  and  mirth,  it  was 
fit  he  Ihould  diveft  himfelf  of  whatever  was 
likely  to  contradict  that  intention,  or  be  in- 


conliftent  with  it. — -That  for  this  purpofe,  he 
had  left  his  cares,- — his  ferious  thoughts, — 
and  his  moral  reflections  behind  him,  and 
was  come  forth  from  home  with  only  fuch 
dil  politicos  and  gaiety  of  heart  as  fuited  the 
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oceafion,  and  promoted  the  intended  mirth 
and  jollity  of  the  place.  With  this  prepara¬ 
tion  of  mind,  which  is  as  little  as  can  be  fup- 
pofed,  iince  it  will  amount  to  no  more  than 
a  delire  in  each  to  render  himlelf  an  accept¬ 
able  smelt, — let  us  conceive  them  entering 
into  the  houfe  of  feafting  with  hearts  fet  loole 
h  om  grave  reltraints,  and  open  to  the  expect¬ 
ations  of  receiving  pleafure.  It  is  not  ne- 
-ceffary,  as  I  premifed,  to  bring  intemperance 
into  this  fcene, — or  to  fuppofe  Inch  an  excels 
in  the  gratification  of  the  appetites  as  {hall 
ferment  the  blood  and  fet  the  defires  in  a 
dame. — Let  us  admit  no  more  of  it,  there¬ 
fore,  than  will  gently  Itir  them,  and  fit  them 
for  the  impreffions  which  fo  benevolent  a 
commerce  will  naturallj7  excite.  In  this  dif- 
pofition,  thus  wrought  upon  beforehand,  and 
already  improved  to  this  purpofe, — take  no¬ 
tice  how  mechanically  the  thoughts  and  fpi- 
rits  rile, — how  foon  and  infenfibly  they  are 
got  above  the  pitch  and  firft  bounds  which 
cooler  hours  would  have  marked. 

When  the  gay  and  finding  aipeft  of  things 
has  begun  to  leave  the  palfages  to  a  man's 
heart  thus  thoughtlefsly  unguarded; — when 
kind  and  careffing  looks  of  every  objeCt  with¬ 
out,  that  can  flatter  hisfenfes,  have  confpired 
with  the  enemy  within,  to  betray  him,  and 
put  him  oft*  his  defence; — when  Mufic  like- 
wife  hath  lent  her  aid,  and  tried  her  power 
upon  the  paffions; — when  the  voice  ot  ting¬ 
ing  men,  and  the  voice  of  tinging  women, 
?yith  the  found  of  the  viol  and  the  lute,  have 
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broke  in  upon  his  foul,  and  in  fome  tender 
notes  have  touched  the  fecret  fprings  of  rap¬ 
ture,— that  moment  let  us  difleet  and  look 
into  his  heart:' — fee  how  vain!  how  weak! 
how  empty  a  thing  it  is !  Look  through  its 
leveral  recefles, — thofe  pure  manfions  formed 
for  the  reception  of  innocence  and  virtue: — 
fad  fpedtacle !  Behold  thofe  fair  inhabitants 
now  difpofiefled, — turned  out  of  their  facred 
dwelling,  to  make  room, — for  what?— at  the 
beft  for  levity  and  indifcretion, — perhaps  for 
folly;— it  may  be  for  more  impure  guefts, 
which  poffibly,  in  fo  general  a  riot  of  the 
mind  and  fenfes,  may  take  oecalion  to  enter 
unfufpected  at  the  fame  time. 

In  a  fcene  and  difpoiition  thus  defcribed, 
—can  the  moft  cautious  fay, — Thus  far  fhall 
my  defires  go, — and  no  farther?  or  will  the 
cooleft  and  moft  circumfpedt  fay,  when  plea- 
fure  has  taken  full  poffeffion  of  his  heart, 
that  no  thought  nor  purpofe  fhall  arife  there 
which  he  would  have  concealed  ? — In  thofe 
loofe  and  unguarded  moments,  the  imagina¬ 
tion  is  not  always  at  command; — in  fpite  of 
reafon  and  reflection,  it  will  forcibly  carry 
him  fometiines  whither  he  would  not, — like 
the  unclean  fpirit,  in  the  parent’s  fad  defcrip- 
tion  of  his  child's  cafe,  which  took  him,  and 
oft-times  caft  him  into  the  fire  to  deftroy  him ; 
and  wherefoever  it  taketh  him  it  teareth  him, 
and  hardly  departeth  from  him. 

But  this,  you;ll  fay,  is  the  wrorft  account  of 
what  the  mind  may  fuffer  here. 
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Why  may  we  not  make  more  favourable 
fiippolitions  ? — That  numbers,  by  exercife 
and  cuftom  to  fuch  encounters,  learn  graduall  y 
to  defpife  and  triumph  over  them;- — that 
the  minds  of  many'  are  not  fo  fufceptible  of 
warm  impreffions,  or  fo  badly  fortified  againft 
them,  that  plealure  fliould  eafily  corrupt  or 
foften  them; — that  it  would  be  hard  to  fup- 
pofe,  of  the  great  multitudes  which  daily 
throng  and  prefs  into  this  houfe  of  feafting, 
but  that  numbers  come  out  of  it  again  with 
all  the  innocence  with  which  they  entered; — - 
and  that,  if  both  fexes  are  included  in  the 
computation,  what  fair  examples  fhall  we  fee 
of  many  of  fo  pure  and  chafte  a  turn  of  mind, 
—  that  the  houfe  of  feafting,  with  all  its 
charms  and  temptations,  was  never  able  to 
excite  a  thought,  or  awaken  an  inclination 
which  virtue  need  to  blufli  at,* — or  which 
the  inoft  fcrupulous  confcience  might  not 
fupport.  God  forbid  we  fliould  fay  other- 
wile: — no  doubt,  numbers  of  all  ages  efcape 
unhurt,  and  get  off  this  dangerous  fea  without 
fliipwreck.  Yet  are  they  not  to  be  reckoned 
amongft  the  molt  fortunate  adventurers; — 
and  though  one  would  not  abfolutely  prohibit 
the  attempt,  or  be  fo  cynical  as  to  condemn 
every  one  who  tries  it,  lince  there  are  fo  many, 
I  fuppofe,  who  cannot  well  do  otherwife,  and 
whole  condition  and  fituation  in  life  unavoid¬ 
ably  force  them  upon  it, — yet  we  may  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  defcribe  this  fair  and  flattering  coafl, 

• — we  may  point  out  the  unfulpehted  dangers 
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of  it,  and  warn  the  unwary  palhenger  where 
they  lie.  We  may  fhew  him  what  hazards  his 
youth  and  inexperience  will  run,  how  little 
lie  can  gain  by  the  venture,  and  how  much 
wifer  and  better  it  would  be  (as  is  implied  in 
the  text)  to  feek  occalions  rather  to  improve 
his  little  ftock  of  virtue,  than  incautioufly 
ex  pole  it  to  fo  unequal  a  chance,  where  the 
belt  he  can  hope  is  to  return  fafe  with  what 
treafure  he  carried  out, — but  where, probably, 
he  may  be  fo  unfortunate  as  to  lofe  it  all, — T 
be  loft  himfelf, — and  undone  for  ever. 

Thus  much  for  the  houfe  of  feafting ; 
which,  by  the  w  ay,  though  generally  open  at 
other  times  of  the  year  throughout  the  world, 
is  fuppofed,  in  Ghriftian  countries,  now/  every¬ 
where  to  be  univerfally  flint  up.  And,  in 
truth,  I  have  been  more  full  in  my  cautions 
agairift  it,  not  only  as  reafon  requires, — but 
in  reverence  to  this  feafon  wherein  our 
church  exabis  a  more  particular  forbearance 
and  felf-denial  in  this  point,  and  thereby  adds 
to  the  reftraints  upon  pleafure  and  entertain¬ 
ments  which  this  reprefentation  of  things  has 
fuggefted  againft  them  already. 

Here,  then,  let  us  turn  aiide  from  this  oav 
feene  ;  and  fuffer  me  to  take  you  with  me  for 
a  moment  to  one  much  fitter  for  your  medita¬ 
tion.  Let  us  go  into  the  horde  of  mourning* 
made  fo  by  fnch  afflibtions  as  have  been 
brought  in,  merely,  by  the  common  crofs  ac¬ 
cidents  and  difafters  to  which  our  condition  is 

%  Preached  in  Lent. 
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cxpofed; — where,  perhaps,  the  aged  parents 
lit  broken-hearted,  pierced  to  their  fouls  with 
the  folly  and  indifcretion  of  a  thanklefs  child, 

• — the  child  of  their  prayers,  in  whom  all  their 
hopes  and  expectations  centered. — Perhaps  a 
more  affecting  fcene : — A  virtuous  family 
lying  pinched  with  want,  where  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  fupport  of  it,  having  long  flruggled  with 
a  train  of  misfortunes,  and  bravely  fought  up 
againft  them, — is  now  piteoiffly  borne  down 
at  the  laft, — overwhelmed  with  a  cruel  blow 
which  no  forecaft  or  frugality  could  have  pre¬ 
vented! — O  God!  look  upon  his  afflictions! 
— Behold  him  diltraCted  with  many  furrows, 
furrounded  with  the  tender  pledges  of  his 
love,  and  the  partner  of  his  cares, — without 
bread  to  give  them  !  unable,  from  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  better  days,  to  dig ; — to  beg, 
afhamed. 

When  we  enter  into  the  houfe  of  mourn¬ 
ing,  fuch  as  this,  it  is  impoffible  to  infult 
the  unfortunate,  even  with  an  improper  look. 
— Under  whatever  levity  and  diffipation  of 
heart  fuch  objects  catch  our  eyes, — they 
catch  likewile  our  attentions,  collect  and  call 
home  our  fcatter’d  thoughts,  and  exercifb 
them  with  wifdom.  A  t  rani  lent  fcene  of  dil- 
trefs,  fuch  as  is  here  fketchcd,  how  foon  does 
it  furnilh  materials  to  fet  the  mind  at  work ! 
how  necefikrily  does  it  engage  it  to  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  miferies  and  misfortunes,  the 
dangers  and  calamities  to  which  the  life  of 
man  is  fubjeCt !  By  holding  up  fuch  a  glafs 


before  it,  it  forces  the  mind  to  lee  and  refect. 
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upon  the  vanity, — the  perifhing  condition 
and  uncertain  tenure  of  every  thing  in  this 
world.  From  reflections  of  this  ferious  call, 
how  infenflbly  do  the  thoughts  carry  us  far¬ 
ther! — and,  from  confidering  what  we  are, 
— what  kind  of  world  we  live  in,  and  what 
evils  befal  us  in  it,  how  naturally  do  they  let 
us  to  look  forwards  at  what  poflibly  we  fliall 
be !  — for  what  kind  of  world  we  are  intended, 
— what  evils  may  befal  us  there,  and  what 
provifion  we  fhould  make  againft  them  here, 
whilft  we  have  time  and  opportunity. 

If  thefe  leflbns  are  fo  infeparable  from  the 
houfe  of  mourning  here  fuppofed, — we  fliall 
find  it  a  ftill  more  inftructive  fchool  of  wif- 
dom  when  we  take  a  view  of  the  place  in  that 
more  affedina  light  to  which  the  wife  man 
feems  to  confine  it  in  the  text ;  in  which,  by 
the  houfe  of  mourning,  I  believe,  he  means 
that  particular  fcene  of  forrow,  where  there  is 
lamentation  and  mourning  for  the  dead. 

Turn  in  hither,  I  befeech  you,  for  a  mo¬ 
ment.  Behold  a  dead  man  ready  to  be  carried 
out ;  the  onty  fon  of  his  mother,  and  flie  a 
widow !  Perhaps  a  more  affeCting  fpectacle : 
—  a  kind  and  indulgent  father  of  a  numerous 
family,  lies  breathlefs  ; — fnatched  away  in 
the  ftrength  of  his  age; — torn  in  an  evil  hour 
from  his  children  and  the  boforn  of  a  difcon- 
folate  wife! 

Behold  much  people  of  the  city  gathered 
together  to  mix  their  tears,  with  fettled  for- 
row  in  their  looks,  going  heavily  along  to  the 
houfe  of  mourning,  to  perform  that  laft  me¬ 
lancholy 
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lanclioly  office,  which,  when  the  debt  of  na¬ 
ture  is  paid,  we  are  called  upon  to  pay  to 
each  other. 

If  the  fad  occafion  which  leads  him  there 
has  not  done  it  already,  take  notice  to  what 
a  ferious  and  devout  frame  of  mind  every 
man  is  reduced  the  moment  he  enters  this 
gate  of  affliction,  The  bufy  and  fluttering 
ipirits,  wfliich  in  the  horde  of  mirth  were  wont 
to  tranfport  him  from  one  diverting  object  to 
another,  —  fee  how  they  arc  fallen !  how 
peaceably  they  are  laid !  In  this  gloomy  man- 
fion,  full  of  thades  and  uncomfortable  damps 
to  feize  the  foul, — lee,  the  light  and  eafy 
heart,  which  never  knew  what  it  rvas  to  think 
before,  how  penfive  it  is  now!  how  foil! 
how  fufceptible !  how  full  of  religious  impref- 
fions !  how  deeply  it  is  finitten  with  a  fenfe 
and  with  a  love  of  virtue!  Could  we,  in  this 
crins,  whilft  this  empire  of  reafon  and  religion 
lafts,  and  the  heart  is  thus  exercifed  with  wif- 
dom  and  bufied  with  Heavenly  contempla¬ 
tions, — could  we  fee  it  naked  as  it  is, — drip¬ 
ped  of  its  paffions,  unfpotted  by  the  wrorld, 
and  regardlefs  of  its  plealures, — wre  might 
then  fafely  reft  our  caule  upon  this  Angle 
evidence,  and  appeal  to  the  moft  fenfual. 
Whether  Solomon  has  not  made  a  juft  deter¬ 
mination  here  in  favour  of  the  houfe  of 
mourning? — not  for  its  own  fake,  but  as  it 
is  fruitful  in  virtue,  and  becomes  the  occafion 
of  fo  much  good.  Without  this  end,  forrow, 
i  own,  has  no  ufe  but  to  fhorten  a  man's 
days ; — nor  can  gravity,  with  all  its  ftudied 
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folemoity  of  look  and  carriage,  ferve  any  end 
but  to  make  one  half  of  the  world  merry,  and 
impofe  upon  the  other. 

Confider  what  has  been  faid ;  and  may  God 
of  his  mercy  blefs  you !  Amen. 
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Philanthropy  recommended, 

» 

LUKE  X.  36,  37. 

Which  now  of  thefe  three,  thinkeil  thou,  was  neighbour  unto  hint 
that  fell  amongft  the  thieves? — And  he  faid,  He  that  fhewed 
mercy  on  him.  Then  faid  Jefus  unto  him,— Go,  and  do  thou 
likewife. 

In  the  foregoing  verfes  of  this  chapter, 
the  Evangelift  relates,  that  a  certain  lawyer 
Itoocl  up  and  tempted  Jefus,  laying,  Matter, 
what  lhall  I  do  to  inherit  eternal  life? — -To 
which  enquiry  our  Saviour,  as  his  manner 
was,  when  any  enfnaring  queftion  was  put  to 
him,  which  he  faw  proceeded  more  from  a 
defign  to  entangle  him,  than  an  honeft  view 
of  getting  information, — inftead  of  giving  a 
direct  anfwer,  which  might  afford  a  handle 
to  malice,  or  at  belt  ferve  only  to  gratify  an 
impertinent  humour, — he  immediately  re¬ 
torts  the  queltion  upon  the  man  who  alked  * 
it,  and  unavoidably  puts  him  upon  the  necel- 
fity  of  anfwering  himfelf ; — and,  as  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  the  particular  profeffion  of  the 
enquirer,  and  his  fuppofed  general  know¬ 
ledge  of  all  other  branches  of  learning,  left  no 
room  to  fufpefit  he  could  be  ignorant  of  the 
true  anfwer  to  this  queftion ;  and  efpecially, 
of  what  every  one  knew  was  delivered  upon 
that  head  by  their  great  Legiflator;  our  Sa¬ 
viour 
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viour  therefore  refers  him  to  his  own  memory 
of  what  he  had  found  there  in  the  courfe  of 
his  ftudies : — What  is  written  in  the  law,  how 
readeft  thou? — Upon  which  the  enquirer,  re¬ 
citing  the  general  heads  of  our  duty  to  God 
and  Man,  as  delivered  in  the  18th  of  Levi¬ 
ticus  and  the  6th  of  Deuteronomy; — namely, 
— “  That  we  fhouid  worfhip  the  Lord  our 
God  with  all  our  hearts,  and  love  our  neigh- 
hour  as  ourlelves  L  our  bleffed  Saviour  tells 
him,  he  had  anfwered  right ;  and  if  he  followed 
that  leffon,  he  could  not  fail  of  the  b  Idling 
he  feemed  defirous  to  inherit, — u  This  do. 


and  thou  {halt  live.” 

But  he,  as  the  context  tells  us,  willing  to 
juftify  him  felly — willing  poffibly  to  gain  more 
credit  in  the  conference,  or  hoping,  perhaps, 
to  hear  fuch  a  partial  and  narrow  definition  of 
the  word  neighbour  as  would  fuit  his  own  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  juftify  fome  particular  oppreffions 
of  his  own,  or  thofe  of  which  his  whole  order 
lay  under  an  accufation, — fays  unto  Jefus,  in 
the  29th  verle, — “  And  who  is  my  neigh- 
66  hour?” — Though  the  demand  at  firft  fight 
may  feem  utterly  trifling,  yet  was  it  far  from 
being  lb  in  fact.  For,  according  as  you  under- 
ftood  the  term  in  a  more  or  lefs  reftrained 
fenfe,— it  produced  many  neceffary  varia¬ 
tions  in  the  duties  you  owed  from  that  rela¬ 
tion. — Our  blelled  Saviour,  to  rectify  any 
partial  and  pernicious  miltake  in  this  matter, 
and  to  place  at  once  this  duty  of  the  love  of 
our  neighbour  upon  its  true  bottom  of  philan¬ 
thropy  and  univerfal  kindnefs,  makes  anfwer 

to 
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to  the  propofed  queftion,  not  by  any  far¬ 
fetched  refinement  from  the  fchools  of  the 
Rabbies,  which  might  have  fooner  filenced 
than  convinced  the  man, — but  by  a  direfit  ap¬ 
peal  to  human  nature,  in  an  inftance  he  re¬ 
lates  of  a  man  falling  amongft  thieves,  left  in 
the  greateft  diftrefs  imaginable,  till  by  chance 
a  Samaritan,  an  utter  Itranger,  coming  where 
he  was,  by  an  act  of  great  goodnefs  and  conn 
patilion,  not  only  relieved  him  at  prefent,  but 
took  him  under  his  protefition,  and  generoufly 
provided  for  his  future  fafety. 

On  the  clofe  of  which  engaging  account, — * 
our  Saviour  appeals  to  the  man's  own  heart, 
in  the  firft  verfe  of  the  text, — “  Which  now 
46  of  thefe  three,  thinkeft  thou,  wTas  neigh- 
“  bour  unto  him  that  fell  amongft  the 
“  thieves  ?" — and  inftead  of  drawdno*  the  in- 
ference  himfelf,  leaves  him  to  decide  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  fb  noble  a  principle  fo  evidently 
founded  in  mercy. — The  lawyer,  ftruck  with 
the  truth  and  juftice  of  the  dofitrine,  and 
frankly  acknowledging  the  force  of  it,  our 
blefled  Saviour  concludes  the  debate  with  a 
lhort  admonition,  that  he  would  prafiiife  wrhat 
he  had  approved, — and  go,  and  imitate  that 
fair  example  of  univerfal  benevolence  which 
it  had  fet  before  him. 

In  the  remaining  part  of  the  difcourfe  I 
fhall  follow  the  fame  plan ;  and,  therefore, 
Hi  all  beg  leave  to  enlarge  firft  upon  the  ftory 
itfelf,  with  fuch  reflefitions  as  will  arife  from 
it;  and  conclude,  as  our  Saviour  has  done* 
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with  the  fame  exhortation  to  kindnefs  and 
humanity  which  fo  natural]  y  falls  from  it. 

A  certain  man,  fays  our  Saviour,  went  down 
from  Jerufalem  to  Jericho,  and  fell  among 
thieves,  who  tiripped  him  of  his  raiment,  and 
departed,  leaving  him  half-dead. — There  is 
fomething  in  our  nature  which  engages  us  to 
take  part  in  every  accident  to  which  man  is 
fubjedt,  from  what  caufe  foever  it  may  have 
happened ; — but  in  fuch  calamities  as  a  man 
has  fallen  into  through  mere  misfortune,  to  be 
charged  upon  no  fault  or  indifcretion  of  him- 
felt'  there  is  fomething  then  fo  truly  intereft- 

7  O  C/ 

ing, — that,  at  firft  fight,  we  generally  make 
them  our  own,  not  altogether  from  a  reflection' 
that  they  might  have  been  or  may  be  fo,  but 
oftener  from  a  certain  generofity  and  tender- 
nefs  of  nature  which  difpofes  us  for  compaf- 
fion,  abftradted  from  all  confiderations  of 
felf:  fo  that,  without  any  obfervable  adi  of  the 
will,  we  fuffer  with  the  unfortunate,  and  feel 
a  weight  upon  our  fpirits  we  know  not  why, 
on  feeing  the  molt  common  inftances  of  their 

O  ^ 

diftrefs.  But  where  the  fpectacie  is  uncom¬ 
monly  tragical,  and  complicated  with  many 
circumitances  of  mifery,  the  mind  is  then 
taken  captive  at  once,  and,  were  it  inclined  to 
it,  has  no  power  to  make  reiiftance;  but  fur- 
renders  itfelf  to  all  the  tender  emotions  of 
pity  and  deep  concern.  So  that  when  one 
confiders  the  friendly  part  of  our  nature  with¬ 
out  looking  farther,  one  would  think  it  im- 
poflible  for  a  man  to  look  upon  mifery  with¬ 
out 
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out  finding  him  lei  f  in  fome  meafure  attached 
to  the  intereft  of  him  who  fuffers  it. — I  fay, 
one  would  think  it  impoflible, — for  there 
are  fome  tempers  —  (how  fhall  I  defcribe 
them?) — formed  either  of  inch  impenetrable 
matter,  or  wrought  up  by  habitual  feltiflmefs 
to  Inch  an  utter  infenfibility  of  what  becomes 
of  the  fortunes  of  their  fellow-creatures,  as  if 
they  were  not  partakers  of  the  fame  nature, 
or  had  no  lot  or  connection  at  all  with  the 


Of  this  character,  our  Saviour  produces  two 
difgraceful  inftances  in  the  behaviour  of  a 
Prielt  and  a  Levite,  whom  in  this  account  he 
reprefents  as  coining  to  the  place  where  the, 
unhappy  man  was; — both  palling  by  without 
either  ftretching  forth  a  hand  to  allift,  or  ut¬ 
tering:  a  word  to  comfort  him  in  his  diftrefs. 

And  by  chance  there  came  down  a  certain 
prieft  ! — Merciful  God!  that  a  teacher  of 
thy  religion  fhould  ever  want  humanity ! — or 
that  a  man,  whofe  head  might  be  thought  full 
of  the  one,  fliould  have  a  heart  void  of  the 
other  ? — This  however  was  the  cafe  before 
us!— and  though  in  theory  one  would  fcarce 
fufpect  that  the  leaft  pretence  to  religion,  and 
an  open  difregard  to  fo  main  a  part  of  it, 
could  ever  meet  together  in  one  perfon, — yet, 
in  fact,  it  is  no  fidtitious  character. 

Look  into  the  world. — How  often  do  you 
behold  a  fordid  wretch,  whofe  ftrait  heart  is 
open  to  no  man’s  affliction,  taking  flicker  be¬ 
hind  an  appearance  of  piety,  and  putting  on 
the  garb  of  religion,  which  none  but  the  i ner¬ 
ve  l.  iii,  n  cj 
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ciful  and  compaffionate  have  a  title  to  wear! 
Take  notice,  with  what  fanctity  he  goes  to 
the  end  of  his  days,  in  the  lame  felfifh  track 
in  which  he  at  firft  fet  out, — turning:  neither 
to  the  right  hand  nor  to  the  left, — but  plods 
on; — pores  all  his  life-long  upon  the  ground, 
as  if  afraid  to  look  up,  left,  peradventure,  he 
fhould  fee  aught  which  might  turn  him  one 
moment  out  of  that  ftraigftt  line  where  inte- 
reft  is  carrying  him; — or  if,  by  chance,  he 
Humbles  upon  a  haplefs  object  of  diftreft, 
which  threatens  fuch  a  difafter  to  him,— like 
the  man  here  reprefented,  devoutly  palling  by 
on  the  other  fide,  as  if  unwilling  to  truft  him- 
felf  to  the  impreffions  of  nature,  or  hazard  the 
inconveniences  which  pity  might  lead  him 
into  upon  the  occafion. 

There  is  but  one  ftroke  wanting  in  this  pic¬ 
ture  of  an  unmerciful  man,  to  render  the  cha¬ 
racter  utterly  odious ;  and  that  our  Saviour 
gives  in  the  following  inltance  he  relates  upon 
it.  And  likewifc,  fays  he,  “  a  Levite,  when 
“  he  was  at  the  place,  came  and  looked  at 
46  him/’  Jt  was  not  a  tranfient  overfight,  the 
hafty  or  ill-ad vifed  neglect  of  an  unconfi der¬ 
ing  humour,  with  which  the  belt  difpofed  are 
fomctimes  overtaken,  and  led  on  beyond  the 
point  where  otherwife  they  would  have  wilhed 
to  ltop. — No ! — on  the  contrary,  it  had  all  the 
aggravation  of  a  deliberate  act  of  infenfibility 
proceeding  from  a  hard  heart.  When  he  was 
at  the  place,  he  came  and  looked  at  him, — 
Confidered  his  misfortunes,  gave  time  for  rea- 
fon  and  nature  to  have  awoke, — faw  the  im¬ 
minent 
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minent  clanger  lie  was  in, — and  the  prcffing 
necellity  of  immediate  help,  which  fo  violent 
a  cafe  called  aloud  for;  and  after  all, — turned 
aiicle,  and  unmercifully  left  him  to  all  the 
diftreffes  of  his  condition. 

In  all  unmerciful  actions,  the  worft  of  men 
pay  this  compliment  at  leaft  to  humanity,  as 
to  endeavour  to  wear  as  much  of  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  it  as  the  cafe  will  well  let.  them; — lb 
that,  in  the  hardeft  a6ts  a  man  Ih all  be  guilty 
of,  he  has  fome  motives,  true  or  falfe,  always 
ready  to  offer,  either  to  fatisfy  himfelf  or  the 
world,— and,  God  knows,  too  often  to  impofe 
both  upon  the  one  and  the  other.  And  there¬ 
fore  it  would  be  no  hard  matter  here  to  give 
a  probable  guefs  at  w  hat  palled  in  the  Le- 
vite’s  mind  in  the  prefent  cafe,  and  fhew^,  was 
it  necelfary,  by  what  kind  of  cafuiftry  he 
fettled  the  matter  with  his  confcience  as  he 
paffecl  by,  and  guarded  all  the  pallages  to  his 
heart  againft  the  inroads  which  pity  might 
attempt  to  make  upon  the  occafion. — But  it 
is  painful  to  dwell  long  upon  this  difagreeable 
part  of  the  ftory;  I  therefore  haften  to  the 
concluding  incident  of  it,  which  is  fo  amiable, 
that  one  cannot  eafily  be  too  copious  in  re¬ 
flections  upon  it. — And  behold,  fays  our  Sa¬ 
viour,  a  certain  Samaritan  as  he  journeyed, 
came  where  lie  was;  and  when  he  faw  him,  he 
had  compaffion  on  him, — and  went  to  him, — 
bound  up  his  wounds,  pou  ring  in  oil  and  wine, 
— fet  him  upon  his  own  beaft,  brought  him 
to  an  inn,  and  took  care  of  him.— I  fuppofe, 
it  w  ill  be  fcarce  necelfary  here  to  remind  yoig 
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that  the  Jews  had  no  dealings  with  the  Sa¬ 
maritans; — an  old  religions grudge, — theworft 
of  all  grudges, — had  wrought  Inch  a  dillike 
between  both  people,  that  they  held  them- 
feives  mutually  difcharged  not  only  from  all 
offices  of  frien  dihip  and  kind  net's,  but  even 
from  the  molt  common  acts  of  courtefy  and 
good  manners.  This  operated  fo  ftrongly  in 
our  Saviour  s  time,  that  the  woman  of  Samaria 
feemedaftonifhed  that  he,  being  a  Jew,fliould 
afk  water  of  her,  who  was  a  Samaritan; — fo 
that  with  lu eh  a  prepoffelfion,  however  dif- 
trefsful  the  cafe  of  the  unfortunate  man  was, 
and  how  reasonably  foever  lie  might  plead  for 
pity  from  another  man,  there  was  little  aid  or 
confolation  to  be  looked  for  from  fo  unpro- 
mifing  a  quarter.  6  Alas!  after  l  have  been 
6  twice  palled  by,  neglected  by  men  of  my  own 
4  nation  and  religion,  bound  by  fo  many  ties 
6  to  affift  me,  left  here  friendlefs  and  unpitied 
6  both  by  a  Prielt  and  a  Lcvite,  men  whole 
4  profeffion  and  fuperior  advantages  of  know- 
4  ledge  could  not  leave  them  in  the  dark  in 
4  what  manner  they  fhould  difcharge  this  debt 

J  *  O 

4  which  my  condition  claims, — -after  this, — 

4  what  hopes  P  what  expectations  from  a  pah 
4  fenger,  not  only  a  firanger, — but  a  Samari- 
4  tan,  releafed  from  all  obligations  to  me,  and 
4  by  a  national  dillike,  inflamed  by  mutual  ill 
4  offices,  now  made  my  enemy,  and  more 
4  likely  to  rejoice  at  the  evils  which  have  fallen 
4  upon  me,  than  to  ftretch  forth  a  hand  to  fave 
4  me  from  them  V 

Tis 
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Tis  no  unnatural  foliloquy  to  imagine;  but 
the  actions  of  generous  and  compailionate 
tempers  baffle  all  little  reafonings  about  them. 
— True  charity,  in  the  Apoftle’s  defcription,  as 
it  is  kind,  and  is  not  eafily  provoked,  to  it 
manifefted  this  character  here;  for  we  find, 
when  he  came  where  he  was,  and  beheld  his 
diltrefs, — all  the  unfriendly  paffions,  which 
at  another  time  might  have  rofe  within  him, 
now  utterly  forfook  him  and  tied  :  when  he 


faw  his  misfortunes, — he  forgot  his  enmity  to- 
words  the  man, — dropped  all  the  prejudices 
which  education  had  planted  againlt  him; 
and  in  the  room  of  them,  all  that  was  good 
and  compaffionate  was  differed  to  fpeak  in 
his  behalf. 

In  benevolent  natures  the  impulfe  to  pity  is 
fo  fudden,  that  like  inftruments  of  mufic  which 
obey  the  touch, — the  objedis  which  are  fitted 
to  excite  fuch  impreffions  work  fo  inltanta- 
neous  an  effect,  that  you  would  think  the  will 
was  fcarce  concerned,  and  that  the  mind  was 
altogether  paffive  in  the  fympathy  which  her 
own  goodnefs  has  excited.  The  truth  is,— 
the  Soul  is  generally  in  fuch  cafes  fo  bufily 
taken  up,  and  wholly  engroffed  by  the  object 
of  pity,  that  the  does  not  attend  to  her  own 
operations,  or  take  leifure  to  examine  the 
principles  upon  which  the  adfs.  So  that  the 
Samaritan,  though  the  moment  he  faw  him  he 
had  companion  on  him,  yet,  fudden  as  the 
emotion  is  reprefented,  you  are  not  to  imagine 
that  it  was  mechanical,  but  that  there  was  a 
fettled  principle  of  humanity  and  goodnefs 
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which  operated  within  him,  and  influenced  not 
only  the  firft  impulfe  of  kindnefs,  but  the  con¬ 
tinuation  of  it  throughout  the  reft  of  fo  en- 
gaging  a  behaviour.  And  beeaufe  it  is  a  plea- 
lure  to  look  into  a  good  mind,  and  trace  out, 
as  far  as  one  is  able,  what  pafles  within  it  on 
fucli  occafions,  I  lhall  beg  leave  for  a  moment 
to  ftate  an  account  of  what  was  likely  to  pafs 
in  his,  and  in  what  manner  fo  diftrefsful  a  cafe 
would  neceflarily  work  upon  fuch  a  difpofition. 

As  he  approached  the  place  where  the  un¬ 
fortunate  man  lay,  the  inttant  he  beheld  him, 
no  doubt  fome  fuch  train  of  reflections  as 
thefe  would  rife  in  his  mind: — 44  Good  God! 
44  what  a  lpeCtacle of  mifery  do  I  behold! — a 
44  man  Itripped  of  his  raiment, — wounded, — 
44  lying  languifliing  before  me  upon  the  ground, 
44  juft  ready  to  expire, — without  the  comfort 
44  of  a  friend  to  fupport  him  in  his  lalt  ago- 
44  nies,  or  the  profpeCt  of  a  hand  to  clofe  his 
44  eyes  when  his  pains  are  over!  But  perhaps 
44  my  concern  fhould  leflen  when  I  refleCi  on 
44  the  relations  in  which  we  ft  and  to  each  other, 

44  — that  he  is  a  Jew,  and  I  a  Samaritan. - 

44  But  are  we  not  ftill  both  men  ?  partakers  of 
44  the  fame  nature, — and  fubjeCt  to  the  fame 
44  evils? — Let  me  change  conditions  with  him 
44  for  a  moment,  and  confider,  had  his  lot  be- 
44  fallen  me  as  I  journeyed  in  the  way,  what 
44  meafure  I  fhould  have  expeCted  at  his  hand. 
44  — Should  I  wifh,  when  he  beheld  me  wound- 
44  ed  and  half-dead,  that  he  fhould  fhut  up  his 
44  bowels  of  coinpaffion  from  me,  and  double 
44  the  weight  of  my  miferies  by  palling  by 

44  and 
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“  and  leaving  them  unpitied? — But  I  am  a 
“  ftranger  to  the  man  ; — be  it  fo  ; — but  I  am 
“  no  ftranger  to  his  condition; — misfortunes 
are  of  no  particular  tribe  or  nation,  but 
belong  to  us  all, — and  have  a  general  claim 
upon  us,  without  diftindtion  of  climate, 
country,  or  religion.  Belides,  though  I  am 
a  ftranger, — ’tis  no  fault  of  his  that  I  do 
“  not  know  him,  and  therefore  unequitable 
“  he  fliould  fuffer  by  it: — Had  I  known  him, 
poffibly  I  fliould  have  had  can fe  to  love  and 
pity  him  the  more; — for  aught  I  know,  he 
“  is  lome  one  of  uncommon  merit,  whole  life 
is  rendered  ftill  more  precious,  as  the  lives 
and  happinefs  of  others  may  be  involved  in 
it:  perhaps  at  this  inftant  that  he  lies  here 
u  forfaken  in  all  this  mifery,  a  whole  virtuous 
family  is  joyfully  looking  for  his  return,  and 
affectionately  counting  the  hours  of  his  de¬ 
lay!  Oh!  did  they  know  what  evil  had  be- 
fallen  him, — how  would  they  fly  to  fuccour 
him! — Let  me  then  haften  to  fupply  thofe 
“  tender  offices  of  binding  up  his  wounds,  and 
“  carrying  him  to  a  place  of  fafety ; — or,  if 
“  that  afliftaiice  comes  too  late,  I  lhall  com- 
“  fort  him  at  leaft  in  his  laft  hour; — and,  if  I 
“  can  do  nothing  eife,— T  lhall  foften  his  mif- 
fortunes  by  dropping  a  tear  of  pity  over 
w  them/' 

Tis  almoft  neceffary  to  imagine  the  good  Sa¬ 
maritan  was  influenced  by  fome  fuch  thoughts 
as  thefe,  from  the  uncommon  generality  of  his 
behaviour,  which  is  reprefented  by  our  Saviour 
operating  like  the  warm  zeal  of  a  brother* 
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mixed  with  the  affectionate  difcretion  and 
care  of  a  parent,  who  was  not  fatisfied  with 
taking  him  under  his  protection,  and  fupply  * 
ing  his  prefent  wants,  but  in  looking  forwards 
for  him,  and  taking  care  that  his  wants  fhoukl 
be  fupplied  when  he  lhould  be  gone,  and  no 
longer  near  to  befriend  him. 

o 

I  think  there  needs  no  lhronger  argument 

o  o 


to  prove  how  univerfally  and  deeply  the  feeds 
of  this  virtue  of  companion  are  planted  in  the 
heart  of  man,  than  in  the  pleafure  we  take  in 
inch  reprefentations  of  it:  and  though  fome 
men  have  reprefented  human  nature  in  other 
colours  (though  to  what  end  I  know  not),  yet 
the  matter  of  faCt  is  fo  ftrong  againft  him,  that 
from  the  general  propenfity  to  pity  the  unfor¬ 
tunate,  we  exprefs  that  fenfation  by  the  word 
Humanity,  as  if  it  was  infeparable  from  our 
nature.  That  it  is  not  infeparable,  1  have 
allowed  in  the  former  part,  of  this  difcourfe, 
from  fome  reproachful  inftances  of  felfilli 
tempers,  which  feem  to  take  part  in  nothing 
beyond  themfelves;  yet  I  am  perfuaded,  and 
affirm  Tis  ftill  fo  great  and  noble  a  part  of  our 
nature,  that  a  man  muff  do  great  violence  to 
himfelf,  and  fuffer  many  a  painful  conflict, 
before  he  has  brought  himfelf  to  a  different 
difpoiition. 

"Tis  obfervable  in  the  foregoing  account, 
that  when  the  Prieft  came  to  the  place  where 
he  was,  he  paflfed  by  on  the  other  fide; — he 
might  have  paffed  by,  you’ll  fay,  without  turn¬ 
ing  aflde. — No;  there  is  a  fecret  (liame  which 
attends  every  act  of  inhumanity,  not  to  be 
<  conquered 
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conquered  in  the  hardeft  natures,  fo  that  as 
in  other  cafes,  fo  efpecially  in  this,  many  a 
man  will  do  a  cruel  abt,  who  at  the  lame  time 
will  blu 111  to  look  you  in  the  face,  and  is  forced 
to  turn  afide  before  he  can  have  a  heart  to 
execute  his  purpofe. 

Inconiiltent  creature  that  man  is!  who  at 
that  inftant  that  he  does  what  is  wrong,  is  not 
able  to  withhold  his  teftimony  to  what  is  good 
and  praife worthy ! 

I  have  now  done  with  the  parable,  which 
was  the  firft  part  propofed  to  be  confidered  in 
this  difcourle  ;  and  lhould  proceed  to  the  lb- 
con  d,  which  lb  naturally  falls  bom  it,  of  ex¬ 
horting  you,  as  our  Saviour  did  the  lawyer 
upon  it,  to  go  and  do  fo  likewife;  but  I  have 
been  fo  copious  in  my  reflections  upon  the 
itory  itfelf,  that  I  find  I  have  infenlibly  in¬ 
corporated  into  them  almolt  all  that  I  lhould 
have  laid  here  in  recommending!:  fo  amiable 
an  example ;  by  w  hich  means  I  have  un¬ 
awares  anticipated  the  talk  1  propofed.  I 
lhall  therefore  detain  you  no  longer  than  writh 
a  lingle  remark  upon  the  lubject  in  general, 
which  is  this: — vi’is  obfervable  in  many  places 
of  fcripture,  that  our  blefled  Saviour,  in  de¬ 
scribing  the  day  of  judgment,  does  it  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  if  the  great  enquiry  then,  was 
to  relate  principally  to  this  one  virtue  of  com¬ 
panion, — and  as  if  our  final  fentence  at  that 
Solemnity  was  to  be  pronounced  exactly  ac¬ 
cording;  to  the  degrees  of  it.  46  I  was  a  huti- 
“  gered,  and  ye  gave  me  meat; — thirfty,  and 
■6  ye  gave  me  drink; — naked,  and  ye  clothed 

“  me; 
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“  me ; — I  was  fick,  and  ye  vifited  me in 
“  prifon,  and  ye  came  unto  me/'  Not  that 
we  are  to  imagine  from  thence,  as  if  any  other 
good  or  evil  adtion  fhould  then  be  overlooked 
by  the  eye  of  the  All-feeing  Judge,  but  barely 
to  intimate  to  us,  that  a  charitable  and  bene- 
volent  difpofition  is  fo  principal  and  ruling 
a  part  of  a  man's  character,  as  to  be  a  con- 
fiderable  teft  by  itfielf  of  the  whole  frame  and 
temper  of  his  mind,  with  which  all  other  vir¬ 
tues  and  vices  reflectively  rife  and  fall,  and 
will  almoft  neceffarily  be  connected. — Tell 
me  therefore  of  a  compaffionate  man,  you 
reprefent  to  me  a  man  of  a  thoufand  other 
good  qualities; — on  whom  I  can  depend, — - 
whom  I  may  fafely  trail  with  my  wife, — my 
children, — my  fortune  and  reputation. — -Tis 
for  this,  as  the  Apoftle  argues  from  the  fame 
principle, — “  that  he  will  not  commit  adul- 
“  ter}7, — that  he  will  not  kill, — that  he  will 

not  Heal, — that  he  will  not  bear  falfe  wit- 
“  nefsA  That  is,  the  furrows  which  are  ftir- 
red  up  in  mens'  hearts  by  fuch  trefipalfes,  are 
fo  tenderly  felt  by  a  compaffionate  man,  that 
it  is  not  in  his  power  or  his  nature  to  com¬ 
mit  them. 

So  that  well  might  he  conclude,  that  Cha¬ 
rity,  by  which  he  means  love  to  your  neigh¬ 
bour,  was  the  end  of  the  commandment;  and 
that  whofoever  fulfilled  it,  had  fulfilled  the  law. 

Now  to  God,  &c,  Amen. 
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2  Samuel,  xii.  7, 


And  David’s  anger  was  greatly  kindled  against  the  man  : 
and  he  said  to  Nathan,  As  the  Lord  liveth,  the  man  that  hath 
done  this  thing,  shall  surely  die,  &c. 
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2  SAM.  XII.  7. 

And  Nathan  (aid  unto  David,  Thou  art  the  man*. 

There  is  no  hiftorical  paftage  in  fcrip- 
lure  which  gives  a  more  remarkable  inftance 
of  the  deceitfulnefs  of  the  heart  of  man  to  it- 
felf,  and  of  how  little  we  truly  know  of  our- 
felves,  than  this,  wherein  David  is  convifited 
out  of  his  own  mouth,  and  is  led  by  the  pro¬ 
phet  to  condemn  and  pronounce  a  fevere  judg¬ 
ment  upon  another,  for  an  a6t  of  injuftice, 
which  he  had  pafted  over  in  himfelf,  and  pof- 
fibly  reconciled  to  his  own  confcience.  To 
know  one's  felf,  one  would  think  could  be  no 
very  difficult  leffon; — for  who,  you'll  fay,  can 
well  be  truly  ignorant  of  himfelf,  and  the  true 
difpofition  of  his  own  heart?  If  a  man  thinks 
at  all,  he  cannot  be  a  ftranger  to  what  paftes 
there ; — -he  mull  be  confcious  of  his  own 
thoughts  and  delires,  he  muft  remember  his 
palt  purfuits,  and  the  true  fprings  and  motives 
which  in  general  have  directed  the  a6tions  of 
his  life :  he  may  hang  out  falfe  colours  and 
deceive  the  world ;  but  how  can  a  man  deceive 
himfelf?  That  a  man  can,  is  evident,  becaufe 
he  daily  does  fo. — Scripture  tells  us,  and  gives 
us  many  hiftorical  proofs  of  it,  belides  this  to 

which 
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which  the  text  refers : — “  That  the  heart  of 
66  man  is  treacherous  to  itfelf,  and  deceitful 
above  all  things  \  and  experience  and  every 
hours  commerce  with  the  world  confirms  the 
truth  of  this  teeming  paradox,  “  That  though 
64  man  is  the  only  creature  endowed  with  re- 
44  flection,  and  confequently  qualified  to  know 
44  the  moll  of  himfelf; — yet,  fo  it  happens, 
^  that  he  generally  knows  tire  leaft ; — and 
44  with  all  the  power  which  God  has  given 
44  him  of  turning  his  eyes  inward  upon  him- 
44  felf,  and  taking  notice  of  the  chain  of  his 
44  own  thoughts  and  defires, — yet,  in  fadt,  is 
44  generally  fo  inattentive,  but  always  fo  par- 
44  tial  an  obferver  of  what  palfes,  that  he  is  as 
64  much,  nay  often  a  much  greater  ftranger  to 
44  his  own  difpofition  and  true  character,  than 
66  all  the  world  betides!” 

By  what  means  he  is  brought  under  fo 
manifeft  a  delufion,  and  how  he  fuffers  him¬ 
felf  to  be  fo  grofsly  impofed  upon  in  a  point 
which  he  is  capable  of  knowing  fo  much 
better  than  others,  is  not  hard  to  give  an 
account  of,  nor  need  wre  feek  farther  for  it 
than  amongft  the  caufes  which  are  every  day 
perverting  his  reafon  and  milleading  him. 
We  are  deceived  in  judging  of  ourfelves,  juft 
as  we  are  in  judging  of  other  things,  when 
our  pallions  and  inclinations  are  called  in  as 
counfellors,  and  we  fuffer  ourfelves  to  fee  and 
reafon  juft  fo  far  and  no  farther  than  they  give 
us  leave.  How  hard  do  w7e  find  it  to  pals  an 
equitable  and  found  judgment  in  a  matter 
where  our  intereft  is  deeply  concerned ! — and 
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even  where  there  is  the  remoteft  confideration 
of  self  connected  with  the  point  before  us, 
what  a  ftrange  bias  does  it  hang  upon  our 
minds,  and  how  difficult  it  is  to  difengag® 
our  judgments  entirely  from  it!  With  what 
reluctance  are  we  brought  to  think  evil  of  a 
friend  whom  we  have  long  loved  and  eiteem- 
ed !  and  though  there  happens  to  be  ftrong 
appearances  againft  him,  how  apt  are  we  to 
overlook  or  put  favourable  conftrudtions  upon 
them,  and  even  foinetimes,  when  our  zeal  and 
friendfliip  tranfport  us,  to  affign  the  belt  and 
kindeft  motives  for  the  worft  and  molt  uin 
jultifiable  parts  of  his  conduct! 

We  are  ltill  worfe  cafuifts ;  and  the  deceit 
is  proportionally  ftronger  with  a  man,  when 
he  is  going  to  judge  of  himfelf, — that  deareft 
of  all  parties, — fo  clofely  connected  with  him, 
— fo  much  and  fo  long  beloved, — of  whom 
he  has  fo  early  conceived  the  higheft  opinion 
and  efteern,  and  with  whofe  merit  he  has  all 
alons*,  no  doubt,  found  fo  much  reafon  to  be 
contented.  It  is  not  an  eafy  matter  to  be  fe- 
vere,  where  there  is  fuch  an  impulfe  to  be 
kind, — or  to  efface  at  once  all  the  tender  im- 
preffions  in  favour  of  fo  old  a  friend,  which 
di fabled  us  from  thinking  of  him  as  he  is,  and 
feeing  him  in  the  light,  may  be,  in  which  every 
one  elfe  fees  him. 

So  that,  however  eafy  this  knowledge  of 
one’s  felf  may  appear  at  ffi  lt  light,  it  is  other- 
wife  when  we  come  to  examine ;  fince  not 
only  in  practice,  but  even  in  fpeculation  and 
theory,  we  find  it  one  of  the  hardeft  and  moft 
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painful  leffons.  Some  of  the  earliefl  inftruc- 
tors  of  mankind,  no  doubt,  found  it  fo  too; 
and  for  that  reafon  foon  faw  the  neceffity  of 
laying  fuch  a  ftrefs  upon  this  great  precept  of 
felf-knowledge,  which,  for  its  excellent  wif- 
dom  and  ufefuinefs,  many  of  them  fuppofed 
to  be  a  divine  direction ;  that  it  came  down 
from  Heaven,  and  comprehended  the  whole 
circle  both  of  the  knowledge  and  the  duty  of 
man.  And  indeed  their  zeal  might  eafily  be 
allowed  in  fo  high  an  encomium  upon  the  at¬ 
tainment  of  a  virtue,  the  want  of  which  fo 
often  baffled  their  inftruCtions,  and  rendered 
their  endeavours  of  reforming  the  heart  vain 
and  ufelefs.  For  who  could  think  of  a  refor¬ 
mation  of  the  faults  without  him,  who  knew 
not  where  they  lay,  or  could  fet  about  cor¬ 
recting,  till  he  had  fir  ft  come  to  a  fenfe  of  the 
defeCts  which  required  it? 

But  this  was  a  point  always  much  eafier  re¬ 
commended  by  public  inftruCtors  than  ihewn 
how  to  be  put  in  praCtice :  and  therefore  others, 
who  equally  fought  the  reformation  of  man¬ 
kind,  obferving  that  this  direCt  road  which  led 
to  it  was  guarded  on  all  Tides  by  felf-love,  and 
confequently  very  di  fficult  to  open  accefs,foon 
found  out  that  a  different  and  more  artful 
courfe  was  requifite ;  as  they  had  not  ftrength 
to  remove  this  flattering  paffion  which  flood 
in  their  way  and  blocked  up  all  the  paffages 
to  the  heart,  they  endeavoured  by  ftratagem 
to  get  beyond  it,  and  by  a  ikilful  addrels,  if 
poffible,  to  deceive  it.  This  gave  rife  to  the 
early  manner  of  conveying  their  inftruCtions 
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in  parables,  fables,  and  fueh  fort  of  indirect 
applications;  which,  though  they  could  not 
conquer  this  principle  of  f elf-love,  yet  often 
laid  it  alleep,  or  at  leaft  over-reached  it  for  a 
few  moments,  till  a  juft  judgment  could  be 
procured. 

The  prophet  Nathan  feems  to  have  been  a 
great  matter  in  this  way  of  addrefs.  David 
had  greatly  difpleafed  God  by  two  grievous 
fins  which  he  had  committed ;  and  the  pro¬ 
phet's  commiffion  w^as  to  go  and  bring  him 
to  a  conviction  of  them,  and  touch  his  heart 
with  a  fenfe  of  guilt  for  what  he  had  done 
aaainft  the  honour  and  life  of  Uriah. 

The  holy  man  knew,  that  was  it  any  one's 
cafe  but  David's  own,  no  man  would  have 
been  fo  quick-lighted  in  difcerning  the  nature 
of  the  injury, — more  ready  to  have  redretted 
it, — or  who  would  have  felt  more  companion 
for  the  party  who  had  flittered  it,  than  he 
himfelf. 

Inftead  therefore  of  declaring  the  real  in¬ 
tention  of  his  errand,  by  a  direCt  accufation 
and  reproof  for  the  crimes  he  had  committed, 
he  comes  to  him  with  fictitious  complaint  of 
a  cruel  aCt  of  injuftice  done  by  another,  and 
accordingly  he  frames  a  cafe,  not  fo  parallel  to 
to  David's  as  he  fuppofed  would  awaken  his 
fufpicion,  and  prevent  a  patient  and  candid 
hearing;  and  yet  not  fo  void  of  refemblance 
in  the  main  circumftances,  as  to  fail  of  ftrik- 
ing  him  when  Ihewn  in  a  proper  light. 

And  Nathan  came  and  laid  unto  him, 
"  There  were  two  men  in  one  city,  the  one 
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cc  rich  and  the  other  poor ; — the  rich  mail 

had  exceeding  man}'  flocks  and  herds;  but 
44  the  poor  man  had  nothing  fave  one  little 
44  ewe-lamb  which  he  had  bought  and  non- 
44  riflied  upland  it  grew  up  together  with 
cc  him  and  with  his  children; — it  did  eat  of 
44  his  own  meat  and  drink  of  his  own  cup, 
44  and  lay  111  his  bofom,  and  was  unto  him  as 
64  a  daughter: — and  there  came  a  traveller 
44  unto  the  rich  man,  and  he  fpared  to  take 
64  of  his  own  flock  and  of  his  own  herd  to 
44  drefs  for  the  wayfaring  man  that  was  come 
64  unto  him,  but  took  the  poor  maids  lamb 

and  drefied  it  for  the  man  that  was  come 
44  unto  him.” 

The  cafe  was  drawn  up  with  great  judg¬ 
ment  and  beauty;- — the  leveral  minute  cir- 
eumftances  which  heightened  the  injury,  truly 
affecting, — and  fo  flrongiy  urged,  that  it  would 
have  been  impoffible  for  any  man  with  a  pre- 
vious  fenfe  of  guilt  upon  his  mind,  to  have  de¬ 
fended  himfelf  from  fome  degree  of  remorfe, 
which  it  muft  naturally  have  excited. 

The  ftory,  though  it  fpoke  only  of  the  in¬ 
justice  and  oppreffive  ait  of  another  man, — - 
yet  it  pointed  to  what  he  had  lately  done  him¬ 
felf,  with  all  the  circumftances  of  its  aggrava¬ 
tion; — and  withal,  the  whole  was  fo  tenderly 
addreffed  to  the  heart  andpaffions,as  to  kindle 
at  once  the  utmoft  horror  and  indignation. 
And  fo  it  did; — -but  not  againft  the  proper 
perfon.  In  his  tranfport  lie  forgot  himfelf; 
—his  anger  greatly  kindled  againft  the  man; 
— and  lie  faid  unto  Nathan,  44  As  the  Lord 
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“  liveth*  the  man  that  hath  done  this  thing 
6C  fhall  finely  die,  and  he  lhall  reftore  the 
“  lamb  fourfold,  becaufe  he  did  this  thing, 
66  and  becaufe  he  had  no  pity/' 

It  can  fcarce  be  doubted  here,  but  that 
David's  anger  was  real,  and  that  he  was, 
what  he  appeared  to  be,  greatly  provoked 
and  exafperated  againft  the  offender ;  and, 
indeed,  his  fentence  againft  him  proves  he 
was  fo,  above  meafure.  For  to  punifh  the 
man  with  death,  and  oblige  him  to  reftore 
fourfold  betides,  was  highly  unequitable, 
and  not  only  difproportioned  to  the  offence, 
but  far  above  the  utmoft  rigour  and 
feverity  of  the  law,  which  allowed  a  much 
lofter  atonement ;  requiring,  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
no  more  than  an  ample  reftitution  and  re- 
compenfe  in  kind.  The  judgment,  however, 
feems  to  have  been  truly  fincere  and  well- 
meant,  and  befpoke  rather  the  honeft  rafh- 
nefs  of  an  unfufpicious  judge,  than  the  cool 
determination  of  a  confcious  and  guilty  man, 
who  knew  he  was  going  to  pafs  fentence 
upon  himfelf. 

I  take  notice  of  this  particular,  becaufe  it 
places  this  inftance  of  lelf-deceit,  which  is 
the  fubjedt  of  the  difcourfe,  in  the  ftrongeft 
light,  and  fully  demonftrates  the  truth  of  a 
faff  in  this  great  man,  which  happens  every 
day  among  ourfelves,  namely,  that  a  man 
may  be  guilty  of  very  bad  and  difhoneft  ac¬ 
tions,  and  yet  reflect  fo  little,  or  fo  partially, 
upon  what  he  has  done,  as  to  keep  his  con- 
Icicnce  free,  not  only  from  guilt,  but  even 
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the  remoteft  fufpicions,  that  he  is  the  mao 
which  in  truth  lie  is,  and  what  the  tenor  and 
evidence  of  his  life  demonftrate.  If  we  look 
into  the  world,  —  David's  is  no  uncommon 
cafe  ;  — -  we  fee  feme  one  or  other  perpetually 
copying  this  bad  original,  fitting  in  judgment 
upon  himfelf,- — hearing  his  own  caufe,  and 
not  knowing  what  he  is  doing ;  hafty  in  pair¬ 
ing  fentence,  and  even  executing  it  too  with 
wrath  upon  the  perfon  of  another,  when,  in 
the  language  of  the  prophet,  one  might  fay 
to  him  with  juftice,  — 46  Thou  art  the  man." 

Of  the  many  revengeful,  covetous,  falfc,  and 
ill-natured  persons  which  we  complain  of  in 
the  world,  though  we  all  join  in  the  cry 
aaainft  them,  what  man  amonuit  us  linOes 
out  himfelf  as  a  criminal,  or  ever  once  takes 
it  into  his  head  that  he  adds  to  the  number  ? 
— or  where  is  there  a  man  fo  bad,  who  would 
not  think  it  the  hardeft  and  moil  unfair  im¬ 
putation,  to  have  any  of  thofe  particular 
vires  laid  to  his  charge  ? 

If  lie  has  the  (ymptoms  ever  fo  flrong  upon 
him,  which  he  would  pronounce  infallible  in 
another,  they  are  indications  of  no  fiich  ma¬ 
lady  in  himfelf. — Me  fees,  what  no  one  elfe 
fees,  fome  fecret  and  flattering  cireumftances 
in  his  favour,  which  no  doubt  make  a  wide 
difference  betwixt  his  cafe  and  the  party’s 
which  he  condemns. 

What  other  man  fpeaks  fo  often  and  vehe¬ 
mently  againft  the  vice  of  pride,  lets  the 
weaknefs  of  it  in  a  more  odious  light,  or  is 
more  hurt  with  it  in  another,  than  the  proud 
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man  himfelf  ?  It  is  the  fame  with  the  paf- 
fionate,  the  defigning,  the  ambitious,  and 
feme  other  common  characters  in  life  ;  and 
being  a  confequence  of  the  nature  of  fuch 
vices,  and  almoft  inseparable  from  them,  the 
effedts  of  it  are  generally  fo  grofs  and  abfurd, 
that  where  pity  does  not  forbid,  it  is  plea- 
fantto  obferve  and  trace  the  cheat  throtigh 
the  feveral  turnings  and  windings  of  the  heart, 
and  deteCt  it  through  all  the  lliapes  and  ap¬ 
pearances  which  it  puts  on. 

Next  to  thefe  initances  of  felf-deceit  and 
utter  ignorance  of  our  true  difpofition  and 
character,  which  appear  in  not  feeing  that  in 
ourfelves  which  {hacks  us  in  another  man, 
there  is  another  fpecies  ftill  more  dangerous 
and  delufive,  and  which  the  more  guarded 
perpetually  fall  into  from  the  judgments 
they  make  of  different  vices,  according  to 
their  age  and  complexion,  and  the  various 
ebbs  and  flows  of  their  paflions  and  deflres. 

To  conceive  this,  let  any  man  look  into 
his  own  heart,  and  obferve  in  how  different 
a  degree  of  deteftation,  numbers  of  aCtions 
ftand  there,  though  equally  bad  and  vicious 
in  themfelves  :  He  will  loon  find  that  fuch  of 
them  as  ftrong  inclination  or  cuftom  has 
prompted  him  to  commit,  are  generally  dref- 
fed  out,  and  painted  with  all  the  falfe  beau¬ 
ties  which  a  loft  and  flattering  hand  can  give 
them  ;  and  that  the  others,  to  which  he  feels 
no  propenfit}^  appear  at  once  naked  and 
deformed,  furrow  nded  with  all  the  true  cir- 
cumflanccs  of  their  folly  and  diflionour. 

E  *2  When 


SERMON  IV. 


5* 

When  David  furprifed  Saul  deeping  in  the 
cave,  and  cut  off  the  fkirt  of  his  robe,  we 
read,  his  heart  fmote  him  for  what  he  had 
done :  — ftrange,  it  fmote  him  not  in  this 
matter  of  Uriah,  where  it  had  fo  much 
ltronger  reafon  to  take  the  alarm  !  — A  whole 
year  had  almoft  paffed  from  the  firlt  com- 
miffion  of  this  injuftice,  to  the  time  the  pro¬ 
phet  was  lent  to  reprove  him ;  and  we  read 
not  once  of  any  remorfe  or  compunction  of 
heart  for  what  he  had  done:  and  it  is  not  to 
be  doubted,  had  the  fame  prophet  met  him 
when  he  was  returning  up  out  of  the  cave, — - 
and  told  him,  that,  fcrupulous  and  conlcien- 
tious  as  he  then  feemed  and  thought  himfelf 
to  be,  he  was  deceiving  himfelf,  and  was  ca¬ 
pable  of  committing  the  fouleft  and  molt 
difhonourable  actions  ; — that  he  11  mu  Id  one 
day  murder  a  faithful  and  a  valiant  fervant, 
whom  he  ought  in  juftice  to  have  loved  and 
honoured  that  he  Ihould  without  pity  firft 
wound  him  in  the  tendered  part,  by  taking 
away  his  d eared  pollellion, —  and  then  un¬ 
mercifully  and  treacheroully  rob  him  of  his 
life  had  Nathan  in  a  prophetic  fpirit  fore¬ 
told  to  David  that  he  was  capable  of  this, 
and  that  he  ihould  one  day  actually  do  it, 
and  from  no  other  motive  but  the  momen¬ 
tary  gratification  of  a  bafe  and  unworthy 
pallion,  he  would  have  received  the  predic¬ 
tion  with  horror,  and  laid  poffibly  with 
Hazael  upon  juft  fuch  another  occalion,  and 
with  the  fame  ignorance  of  himfelf,  —  “  What  f 
“  is  thy  fervant  a  dog  that  he  ihould  do  this 

“  great 
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**  great  thing  ?”  And  yet  in  all  likelihood,  at 
that  very  time  there  wanted  nothing  but  the 
fame  degree  of  temptation,  and  the  lame 
opportunity  to  induce  him  to  the  fin  which 
afterwards  overcame  him. 

Thus  the  cafe  ftands  with  us  ftilh  When 
the  palfions  are  warmed,  and  the  fin  which 
prefents  itfelf  exactly  tallies  to  the  defire, 
obferve  how  impetuoufly  a  man  will  rufh 
into  it,  and  act  againft  all  principles  of  ho¬ 
nour,  juftice,  and  mercy  !  —  Talk  to  him  the 
moment  after  upon  the  nature  of  another 
vice  to  which  lie  is  not  addicted,  and  from 
which  perhaps  his  age,  his  temper,  or  rank  in 
life  fecure  him  ;  take  notice,  how  well  he 
reafons, — with  what  equity  lie  determines,— 
what  an  honeft  indignation  and  iharpneis  he 
exprefles  againft  it,  and  how  infeniibly  his 

anoer  kindles  againft  the  man  who  hath 

©  t  #  © 

done  this  thing  ! 

Thus  we  are  nice  in  grains  and  fcruples,  — 
but  knaves  in  matters  of  a  pound  weight ; 
every  day  ftraining  at  gnats,  yet  fwallowing 
camels  ;  — miferably  cheating  ourfelves,  and 
torturing;  our  reafon  to  bring;  us  in  fuch  a  re- 
port  of  the  fin  as  fuits  the  prelent  appetite 
and  inclination. 

Moft  of  us  are  aware  of  and  pretend  to  de- 
teft  the  barefaced  inftances  of  that  hypo- 
crify  by  which  men  deceive  others;  but  few 
of  us  are  upon  our  guard,  or  fee  that  more 
fatal  hypocrify  by  which  we  deceive  and 
over-reach  our  own  hearts  !  It  is  a  flatter¬ 
ing  and  dangerous  diftemper,  which  has  un- 
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done  thoufands ; — we  bring  the  feeds  of  it 
along  with  us  into  the  world, — they  infen- 
iibly  grow  up  with  us  from  our  childhood, — 
they  lie  long  concealed  and  undifturhed, 
and  have  generally  got  fuch  deep  root  in 
our  natures  by  the  time  we  are  come  to  years 
of  underitanding  and  reflection,  that  it  re¬ 
quires  all  we  have  got  to  defend  ourfelves 
from  their  effects. 

To  make  the  cafe  ftill  worfe  on  our  fides, 
’tis  with  this  as  with  every  grievous  diftem- 
per  of  the  body, — the  remedies  are  dan¬ 
gerous  and  doubtful,  in  proportion  to  our 
miltakes  and  ignorance  of  the  caufe  :  for  in 
the  infiances  of  felf-deceit,  though  the  head 
is  lick,  and  the  whole  heart  faint,  the  patient 
feldom  knows  what  he  ails.  Of  all  the  things 
we  know  and  learn,  this  necefiary  knowledge 
comes  to  us  the  laft. 

Upon  what  principle  it  happens  thus,  I 
have  endeavoured  to  lay  open  in  the  firfl 
part  of  this  difcourfe ;  which  I  conclude  with 
a  ferious  exhortation  to  ft  niggle  againft  them; 
which  we  can  only  hope  to  do,  by  converling 
more  and  oftener  with  ourfelves,  than  the 
bulinefs  and  diverfions  of  the  world  gene¬ 
rally  give  us  leave. 

We  have  a  chain  of  thoughts,  defires,  en¬ 
gagements,  and  icllenefles,  which  perpetually 
return  upon  us  in  their  proper  time  and  order: 

—  let  us,  I  befeech  you,  aftign  and  fet  apart 
foine  fmall  portion  of  the  day  for  this  purpofe, 

—  of  retiring  into  ourfelves,  and  fearching  in¬ 
to  the  dark  corners  and  recedes  of  the  heart, 
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and  taking  notice  of  what  is  palling  there.  If 
a  man  can  bring  himfelf  to  do  this  talk  with  a 
curious  and  impartial  eye,  he  will  quickly  find 
the  fruits  of  it  will  more  than  recompenfe  his 
time  and  labour.  He  will  fee  leveral  irregu¬ 
larities  and  unfufpefited  paflions  within  him 
which  he  never  was  aware  of: — he  will  dis¬ 
cover  in  his  progrefs  many  fecret  turnings 
and  windings  in  his  heart  to  which  he  was  a 
firanger,  which  now  gradually  open  and  ci it- 
clofe  themfelves  to  him  upon  a  nearer  view. 
In  thefe  labyrinths  he  will  trace  out  fuch  hid- 

%s 

den  fp rings  and  motives  for  many  of  his  molt 
applauded  actions,  as  wall  make  him  rather 
forry  and  aihamed  of  himfelf,  than  proud. 

In  a  word,  he  will  underhand  his  errors,  and 
then  fee  the  neceffity,  with  David,  of  implor¬ 
ing  God  to  cleanfe  him  from  his  fecret  faults, 
— and  with  fome  hope  and  confidence  to  fay, 
with  this  great  man  after  his  conviction, — 
“  Try  me,  O  God,  and  feek  the  ground  of 
“  my  heart ; — prove  me,  and  examine  ray 
thoughts ;  look  well  if  there  be  any  vary  of 
“  wickednefs  in  me,  —  and  lead  me  in  the 
way  everlaftingT 
Now  to  God  the  Father,  &c.  &c. 
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TO 


THE  VERY  REVEREND 

RICHARD  OSBALDISTON ,  D/D. 

DEAN  OP  YORK. 


Sir, 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  im 
fcribe  this  Difcourfe  to  you,  in  teflimony  of  the  great 
refpeft  which  I  owe  to  your  chara&er  in  general ; 
and  from  a  fenfe  of  what  is  due  to  it  in  particular, 
front  every  member  of  the  Church  of  Tork . 

I  wifh  I  had  as  good  a  reafon  for  doing  that,  which 
has  given  me  the  opportunity  of  making  fo  public  and 
lull  an  acknowledgement ;  being  afraid  there  can  be 
little  left  to  be  faid  upon  the  fubject  of  Charity ,  which 
has  not  been  often  thought,  and  much  better  expref- 
fed  by  many  who  have  gone  before :  and,  indeed,  it 
feems  fo  beaten  and  common  a  path,  that  it  is  not  an 
eafy  matter  for  a  new-comer  to  diftinguifh  himfelf  in 
it,  by  any  thing  except  the  novelty  of  his  vehicle. 

I  beg,  however,  Sir,  your  kind  acceptance  of  it,  and 
of  the  motives  which  have  induced  me  to  addrefs  it  to 
you  ;  one  of  which  I  cannot  conceal  in  juftice  to  my- 
lelf,  becaufe  it  has  proceeded  from  the  fenfe  of  many 
favours  and  civilities  which  I  have  received  from  you. 
I  am. 

Reverend  Sir, 

your  mo  ft  obliged, 

and  faithful  humble  Servant, 
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THE  CASE  OF  ELIJAH  AND  THE  WIDOW 
OF  ZAREPIIATH  CONSIDERED, 

I  KINGS  XVII.  1 6. 

And  the  barrel  of  meal  wafted  not,  neither  did  the  crufe  of  oil  fail, 
according*  to  the  word  of  the  Lord  which  he  fpake  by  the  pro-? 
phet  Elijah. 


The  words  of  the  text  are  the  record  of  a 
miracle  wrought  in  behalf  of  the  widow  of 
Zarephath,  who  had  charitably  taken  Elijah 
under  her  roof,  and  adminiftered  unto  him  in 
a  time  of  great  fcarcity  and  diftrefs.  There 
is  fome thing  very  interefting  and  affectionate 
in  the  manner  this  ftory  is  related  in  holy 
writ ;  and,  as  it  concludes  with  a  fecond  ft  ill 
more  remarkable  proof  of  Gods  favour  to  the 
fame  perfon,  in  the  reftoration  of  her  dead 
fon  to  life,  one  cannot  but  confider  both  mi¬ 
racles  as  rewards  of  that  a£t  of  piety,  wrought 
by  Infinite  Power,  and  left  upon  record  in 
fcripture,  not  merely  as  teftimonies  of  the 
prophet’s  divine  miff  ion,  but  likewife  as  two 
encouraging  inftances  of  God  Almighty’s 
blefiing  upon  works  of  charity  and  benevo¬ 
lence. 

In  this  view  I  have  made  choice  of  this 
piece  of  facrcd  hiftory,  which  I  fhall  beg 
leave  to  make  ufe  of  as  the  ground- work  for 
an  exhortation  to  charity  in  general:  and,  that 
it  may  better  anfwer  the  particular  purpofe 
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of  this  folemnity,  I  will  endeavour  to  enlarge 
upon  it  with  fuch reflections  as,  I  trull  in  God, 
will  excite  fome  fentiments  of  companion, 
which  may  he  profitable  to  fo  pious  a  defign. 

Elijah  had  fled  from  two  dreadful  evils;  the 
approach  of  a  famine,  and  the  perfecution  of 
Ahab — an  enraged  enemy  :  and,  in  obedience 
to  the  command  of  God,  had  hid  himfelf  in 
the  brook  Cherith  that  is  before  Jordan.  In 
this  fate  and  peaceful  folitude,  blefled  with 
dailymarks  of  God’s  providence,  the  holy  man 
dwelt,  free  both  from  the  cares  and  glories  of 
the  world  :  by  miraculous  impulfe,  64  the  ra¬ 
vens  brought  him  bread  and  flefhin  the  morn- 
ing,  and  bread  and  flefli  in  the  evening  ;  and 
he  drank  of  the  brook;”  till  by  continuance  of 
drought  (the  windows  of  Heaven  being  fliut 
up  in  thofe  days  for  three  years  and  fix 
months,  which  was  the  natural  caufe  likewile 
of  the  famine)  it  came  to  pafs,  after  a  while, 
that  the  brook,  the  great  fountain  of  his  fup- 
port,  dried  up  ;  and  he  is  again  directed,  by 
the  word  of  the  Lord,  where  to  betake  him¬ 
felf  for  fhelter.  He  is  commanded  to  arife  and 
go  to  Zarephath,  which  belongeth  to  Zidon, 
with  an  aliurance  that  he  had  difpofed  the 
heart  of  a  widow-woman  there  to  fuflain  him. 

The  prophet  follows  the  call  of  his  God; 
the  fame  hand  which  brought  him  to  the 
gate  of  the  city,  had  led  alfo  the  poor  widow 
out  of  her  doors,  oppreiied  with  forrow.  She 
had  come  forth  upon  a  melancholy  errand, 
to  make  preparation  to  eat  herlalt  meal,  and 
fhare  it  with  her  child. 

No 
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No  doubt,  die  had  long  fenced  againft 
this  tragical  event  with  all  the  thrifty  manage¬ 
ment  which  felftprefervation  and  parental 
love  could  infpire;  full,  no  doubt,  of  cares 
and  many  tender  apprehenfions,  left  the  lien- 
der  .ltock  Ihould  fail  them  before  the  return 
of  plenty. 

But  as  die  was  a  widow,  having  loft  the 
only  faithful  friend  who  would  heft  have  aft 
lifted  her  in  this  virtuous  ftrnggie,  the  pre- 
fent  neceffity  of  the  times  at  length  over¬ 
came  her,  and  the  was  juft  falling  down  an 
eafy  prey  to  it,  when  Elijah  came  to  the 
place  where  the  was. —  u  And  he  called  un- 
“  to  her,  and  faid,  Fetch  me,  I  pray  thee,  a 
“  little  water  in  a  veflel,  that  I  may  drink. 
“  And,  as  the  was  going  to  fetch  it,  he  called 
“  unto  her,  and  faid,  Bring  me  1  pray  thee, 
“  a  model  of  bread  in  thine  hand.  And  the 
“  faid,  as  the  Lord  thy  God  liveth,  I  have 
“  not  a  cake,  but  a  handful  of  meal  in  a  har- 
“  rel,  and  a  little  oil  in  a  crufe  :  and  behold, 
“  I  am  gathering  two  flicks,  that  I  may  go 
“  in  and  drefs  it  for  me  and  my  fon,  chat  we 
“  may  eat  and  die.  And  Elijah  faid  unto 
“  her,  Fear  not,  but  go,  and  do  as  thou  haft 
“  laid ;  but  make  me  thereof  a  little  cake 
“  firft,  and  bring  it  unto  me  ;  and  after  make 
“  for  thee  and  for  thy  fon,  For  thus  faith  the 
“  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  The  barrel  of  meal 
46  lhall  not  wafte,  neither  fhall  the  crufe  of 
u  oil  fail,  until  the  day  that  the  Lord  fendeth 
6i  rain  upon  the  earth/' 

True'  charity  is  always  unwilling  to  find 
excufes,~elfe  here  was  a  fair  opportunity 
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of  pleading  many  :  ihe  might  have  infiftecl 
over  again  upon  her  iituation,  which  neceh 
farily  tied  up  her  hands ihe  might  have 
urged  the  uni  eafonablenefs  of  the  requeft ; 
»-—that  ihe  was  reduced  to  the  loweft  extre¬ 
mity  already,  and  that  it  was  contrary  to 
juftice  and  the  firft  law  of  nature,  to  rob 
herfelf  and  child  of  their  laft  m  oriel,  and 
give  it  to  a  ftranger. 

But,  in  generous  fpirits,  compaflion  is 
fometimes  more  than  a  balance  for  felf-pre- 
fervation ;  for,  as  God  certainly  interwove 
that  friendly  foftnefs  in  our  nature  to  be  a 
check  upon  too  great  a  propenfxty  towards 
felf-love,— fo  it  feemed  to  operate  here. — 
For  it  is  ohfervable,  that,  though  the  pro¬ 
phet  backed  his  requeit  with  the  promife  of 
an  immediate  recompenfe  in  multiplying 
her  ftock, — yet  it  is  not  evident  ihe  was 
influenced  at  all  by  that  temptation  ;  for,  if 
Ihe  had,  doubtlefs  it  mutt  have  wrought  fuch 
a  mixture  of  felLintereft  into  the  motive 
of  her  compliance,  as  muft  greatly  have 
allayed  the  merit  of  the  aCtion.  But  this,  1 
fay,  does  not  appear,  but  rather  the  contrary, 
from  the  reflection  the  makes  upon  the  whole, 
in  the  laft  verfe  of  the  chapter:  “  Now,  by 
u  this  I  know'  that  thou  art  a  man  of  God, 
“  and  that  the  word  of  the  Lord  in  thy 
u  mouth  is  truth/' 

Betides,  as  ihe  wms  an  inhabitant  of  Zarc- 
phath  (or,  as  it  is  called  by  St.  Luke,  Sarepta, 
fubjeCl  to  Zidon,  the  metropolis  of  Phoenicia, 
without  the  bounds  of  God's  people)  fhe  had 
been  brought  up  in  grofs  darknefs  and  idola- 
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try,  in  utter  ignorance  of  the  Lord  God  of 
Ifrael :  or,  if  die  had  heard  of  his  name, 
which  is  all  that  teems  probable,  die  had 
been  taught  to  ditbelieve  the  mighty  won¬ 
ders  of  his  hand,  and  was  ftill  lei's  likely  to 
believe  his  prophet. 

Moreover,  die  might  argue,  If  this  man, 
by  fome  fecret  myftery  of  his  own,  or  through 
the  power  of  his  God,  is  able  to  procure  lb 
preternatural  a  fupply  for  me,  whence  comes 
it  to  pafs  that  he  now  hands  in  want  himfelf, 
oppreffed  both  with  hunger  and  third  ? 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  die  mud  have 
been  wrought  upon  by  an  unmixed  principle 
of  humanity. — She  looked  upon  him  as  a  fel¬ 
low-partner,  ahnod  in  the  fame  affliction 
with  berfelf; — die  contidered  he  had  come 
a  weary  pilgrimage,  in  a  fultry  climate, 
through  an  exhaulted  country,  where  neither 
bread  nor  water  were  to  be  had  but  by  acts 
of  liberality  ;  — that  he  had  come  too  an  un¬ 
known  traveller;  and,  as  a  hard  heart  never 
wants  a  pretence,  that  this  circum dance, 
which  Ihould  rather  have  befriended,  might 
have  helped  toopprefs  him. — She  conddered, 
for  charity  is  ever  fruitful  in  kind  reafons, 
that  he  was  now  far  from  his  own  country, 
and  had  drayed  out  of  the  reach  of  the  ten¬ 
der  offices  of  fome  one  who  affectionately 
mourned  his  abfence ;  —  her  heart  was 
touched  with  pity; — die  turned  in  filence, 
and  “  went  and  did  according  as  he  had 
“  faid.  And  behold,  both  die,  and  he,  and 
4i  her  horde,  did  eat  many  days  f  or,  as  in 
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the  margin,  One  whole  year.  te  And  the 
“  barrel  of  meal  wafted  not,  neither  did  the 
i;I  erule  of  oil  fail,  until  the  day  that  God  font 
fC  rain  upon  the  earth/' 

Though  it  may  not  teem  neceffary  to  raile 
conjectures  here  upon  this  event,  yet  it  is 
natural  to  fuppofe,  the  danger  of  the  famine 
being  thus  unexpectedly  got  over,  that  the 
mother  began  to  look  hopefully  forwards  up¬ 
on  the  reit  of  her  days.  There  were  many 
widows  in  Ifrael  at  that  time,  When  the 
Heavens  were  Hint  up  for  three  years  and  lix 
months,  yet,  as  St. Luke  obfcrves,  “to  none 
of  them  was  the  prophet  fent,  fave  to  the 
widow  of  Sarepta/’  In  all  likelihood,  the 
would  not  be  the  laft  in  making  the  fame  ob- 
fer ration,  and  drawing  from  it  fume  hatter- 
ing  conclufion  in  favour  of  her  Ion.  —  Many 
a  parent  would  build  high  upon  a  world 
foundation. —  4  Since  the  God  of  Ifrael  has 
6  thus  lent  his  own  meHenger  to  us  in  our 
4  diltrefs,  to  pafs  by  lb  many  houfes  of  his 
4  own  people,  and  it  op  at  mine,  to  fave  it  in 
4  lb  miraculous  a  manner  from  deftrudtion, 
*  doubtlefs,  this  is  but  an  earneft  of  his  future 
6  kind  intentions  to  us :  at  leaft  his  goodnefs 
4  has  decreed  to  comfort  my  old  age  by  the 
4  long  life  and  health  of  my  foil : — but,  per- 
4  haps,  he  has  fomething  greater  hill  in  ltore 
4  for  him ;  and  I  lliall  live  to  fee  the  fame 
4  hand  hereafter  crown  his  head  with  glorv 

O  o 

4  and  honour/  We  may  naturally  luppole 
her  innocently  carried  away  with  inch 
thoughts,  when  Hie  is  called  bacL  by  an  im- 
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expected  diftemper,  which  furprifes  her  fon, 
and  in  one  moment,  brings  down  all  her 
hopes; — “for  his  ficknefs  was  fo  fore,  that 

“  there  was  no  breath  left  in  him/' - 

The  expoftulations  of  immoderate  grief 
are  feldom  juft. — For,  though  Elijah  had  al¬ 
ready  preferred  her  fon,  as  well  as  herfelf, 
from  immediate  death,  and  was  the  laft 
caufe  to  be  fufpedted  of  fo  fad  an  accident, 
vet  the  paftionate  mother,  in  the  firft  tranf- 
port,  challtoges  him  as  the  author  of  her  mis¬ 
fortune  ;  — as  if  he  had  brought  down  forrow 
upon  a  houfe  which  had  fo  hofpitably  fhel- 
tered  him.  The  prophet  was  too  full  of  com¬ 
panion  to  make  reply  to  fo  unkind  an  acc ill¬ 
ation.  lie  takes  the  dead  child  “  out  of 
“  his  mothers  bofom,  and  laid  him  upon  his 
“  own  bed  ;  and  he  cried  unto  the  Lord,  and 
“  faid,  O  Lord  my  God,  haft  thou  brought 
cc  evil  upon  the  widow  with  whom  I  fojourn, 
“  by  flaying  her  fon  6  Is  this  the  reward 
c  of  all  her  charity  and  goodnefs  ?  Thou  haft 
c  before  this  robbed  her  of  the  dear  partner 
4  of  all  her  joys  and  all  her  cares  ;  and  now 
‘  that  the  is  a  widow,  and  has  moft  reafon 
6  to  expect  thy  protection,  behold  thou  haft 
6  withdrawn  her  laft  prop  ;  thou  haft  taken 
c  away  her  child,  the  only  ftay  flie  had  to 
‘  reft  on/ — “  And  Elijah  cried  unto  God, 
“  and  faid,  O  Lord  my  God,  I  pray  thee  le£ 
“  this  child's  foul  come  into  him  again/' 

The  prayer  was  urgent,  and  befpoke  the 
diftrefs  of  a  humane  mind  deeply  fuffering  iri 
the  misfortunes  of  another  ;  -—  moreover,  his 
heart  was  rent  with  other  paflions. — He  was 
vol.  hi.  f  zealous 
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zealous  for  the  name  and  honour  of  his  God, 
and  thought  not  only  his  omnipotence,  but 
liis  glorious  attribute  of  mercy  concerned  in 
the  event :  for  O  !  with  what  triumph  would 
the  prophets  of  Baal  retort  his  own  bitter 
taunt,  and  fay,  66  his  God  was  either  talking, 
66  or  he  was  purfuing,  or  was  in  a  journey ; 
“  or,  peradventure,  he  flept  and  fliould  have 
“  been  awaked  !”—  He  was  moreover  in¬ 
volved  in  the  fuccefs  of  his  prayer  himfejfri 
* — honeft  minds  are  moft  hurt  by  fcandal ; 
—  and  he  was  afraid  left  fo  foul  a  one,  fo 
unworthy  of  his  character,  might  arife  among 
the  heathen,  who  would  report  with  plea- 
fure,  6  Lo  !  the  widow  of  Zarephath  took  the 
6  meffenger  of  the  God  of  Ifrael  under  her 
e  roof,  and  kindly  entertained  him,  and  fee 
(  how  flie  is  rewarded  !  furely  the  prophet 
4  was  ungrateful ;  he  wanted  power,  or,  what 
I  is  worfe,  he  wanted  pity/ 

Beiides  all  this,  he  pleaded  not  only  the 
caufe  of  the  widow, — it  was  the  caufe  of 
charity  itfelf  which  had  received  a  deep 
wound  already,  and  would  fuffer  frill  more, 
fliould  God  deny  it  this  teltimony  of  his 
favour.  “  So  the  Lord  hearkened  unto  the 
“  voice  of  Elijah ;  and  the  foul  of  the  child 
“  came  into  him  again,  and  he  revived.  And 
46  Elijah  took  the  child,  and  brought  him 
“  down  out  of  the  chamber  into  the  ho  life, 
“  and  delivered  him  unto  his  mother ;  and 
“ •  Elijah  laid,  See  thy  fon  liveth/’ 

It  would  be  a  pleafure  to  a  good  mind  to 
flop  here  a  moment,  and  figure  to  itfelf  the 
picture  of  fo  joyful  an  event. — To  behold,  on 
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one  baud,  the  raptures  of  the  parent,  over¬ 
come  with  furprife  and  gratitude,  and  ima¬ 
gine  how  a  Hidden  itxoke  of  Inch  impetuous 
joy  mult  operate  on  a  defpairing  countenance, 
long  accultomed  to  fadnefs  ! — To  conceive, 
on  the  other  tide  of  the  piece,  the  holy  man 
approaching  with  the  child  in  his  arms, — 
full  of  honeit  triumph  in  his  looks,  but 
fweetened  with  all  the  kind  fympathy  which 
a  gentle  nature  could  overflow  with  upon 
fo  happy  an  event !  It  is  a  fubjedt  one  might 
recommend  to  the  pencil  of  a  great  genius, 
and  would  even  afford  matter  for  defcription 
here,  but  that  it  would  lead  us  too  far  from 
the  particular  purpofe  for  which  I  have  en¬ 
larged  upon  thus  much  of  the  ftory  already  ; 
the  chief  defign  of  which  is  to  illuftrate,  by  a 
fact,  what  is  evident  both  in  reafon  and  fcrip- 
ture,  that  a  charitable  and  good  action  is 
feldom  caff  away  ;  but  that,  even  in  this  life, 
it  is  more  than  probable,  that  what  is  fo  feat- 
tered  fhall  be  gathered  again  with  increafe. 
“  Caff  thy  bread  upon  the  waters,  and  thou 
“  lhalt  find  it  after  many  days.  Be  as  a 
64  father  unto  the  fatherlefs,  and  inftead  of 
4C  an  hutband  unto  their  mother,  fo  fhalt  thou 
“  be  as  a  Ion  of  the  Molt  High,  and  he  will 
“  love  thee  more  than  thy  mother  doth.  Be 
“  mindful  of  good  turns,  for  thou  knoweft 
“  not  what  evil  ill  all  come  upon  the  earth ; 
“  and  when  thou  falleft,  thou  llialt  find  a  liay. 
“  It  iliall  preferve  thee  from  all  affliction, 
“  and  fight  for  thee  againft  thy  enemies  bet- 
“  ter  than  a  mighty  fihield  and  a  Itrong  fpcarH 
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'  The  great  inii ability  of  temporal  affairs, 
and  conllant  fluctuation  of  every  thing  in 
this  world,  afford  perpetual  occaiions  of 
taking  refuge  in  fuch  a  fecuritv. 

*  What  by  fuccefiive  misfortunes, — by  fail¬ 
ings  and  crofs  accidents  in  trade, — by  mif- 
earriage  of  projects: — what  by  unfuitable 
expences  of  parents,  extravagances  of  chil¬ 
dren,  and  the  many  other  fecret  ways  where¬ 
by  riches  make  themfelves  wings  and  fly 
-away, — fo  many  furprifmg  revolutions  do 
every  day  happen  in  families,  that  it  majr 
-not  feem  ftrange  to  fay,  that  the  pofterity  of 
fome  of  the  moft  liberal  contributors  here, 
in  the  changes  which  one  century  may  pro¬ 
duce,  may  poffibly  find  fhelter  under  this 
very  plant  which  now  they  fo  kindly  water. 

Nay,  fo  quickly  fometimes  has  the  wheel 
turned  round,  that  many  a  man  may  live  to 
.enjoy  the  benefit  of  that  charity;  which  his 
owm  piety  projected . 

But  betides  this,  and  exeluiive  of  the  right 
which  God's  promife  gives  to  protection 
hereafter,  charity  and  benevolence,  in  the 
ordinary  chain  of  effects,  have  a  natural  and 
more  immediate-tendency  in  themfelves  to 
refcue  a  man  from  the  accidents  of  the  world, 

•  by  foftening  the  hearts,  and  wanning  every 
man's  Willies  to  its  intereit.  When  a  com- 
paHionate  man  falls,  who  would  not  pity 
-him  ?  w  ho,  that  had  power  to  do  it,  would 
< not  befriend  and  raife  him  up  P  or,  could  the 
moft  barbarous  temper  offer  an  infult  to  his 
diftrefscpvithont  pain  and  reluctance  ?  fb  that 
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it  is  almoft  a  wonder  that  covetoufnefs,  even 
in  fpite  of  itfelf,  does  not  fometimes  argue 
a  man  into  charity,  by  its  own  principle  of 
looking  forwards,  and  the  firm  expectation  it 
would  delight  in  of  receiving  its  own  again 
with  ufury. — So  evident  is  it,  in  the  courfe  of 
God's  providence  and  the  natural  liream  of 
things,  that  a  good  office,  one  time  or  other, 

generally  meets  with  a  reward. - Generally, 

did  I  fay  ? — how  can  it  ever  fail  ? — when, 
belides  all  this,  lb  lame  a  ill  a  re  of  the  recom- 

y  O 

penfe  is  fo  infeparable,  even  from  the  action 
itfelf.  Aik  the  man  who  has  a  tear  of  tender- 
nefs  always  ready  to  Hied  over  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  ;  who,  withal,  is  ready  to  diftribute  and 


willing  to  communicate, — afk  him,  if  the  beft 
things  which  wits  have  faid  of  pleafure,  have 
exprefled  what  he  has  felt,  when,  by  a  fea- 
fonable  kindnefs,  he  has  46  made  the  heart  of 
44  the  widow  ling  for  joy."  Mark  then  the  ex- 
prelfions  of  unutterable  pleafure  and  har¬ 
mony  in  his  looks,  and  lay,  whether  Solo¬ 
mon  has  not  fixed  the  point  of  true  enjoy¬ 
ment  in  the  right  place,  when  he  declares, 
4  that  he  knew  no  good  there  was  in  any  of 
4  the  riches  or  honours  of  this  world,  but  for 
4  a  man  to  do  good  with  them  in  his  life *  Nor 
was  it  without  reafoh  he  had  made  this  judg¬ 
ment. — Doubtlels,  he  had  found  and  feen 
the  infufficiency  of  all  fenfual  pleasures ; 
how  unable  to  furnifh  either  a  rational  or  a 
Jailing  fcheme  of  happinels  !  how  foon  the 
belt  of  them  vanifhed  !  the  Ids  exception¬ 
able  in  vanity,  but  the  guilty  both  44  in  vanity 
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44  and  vexation  of  fpirit."  But  that  this  was 
of  fo  pure  and  refined  a  nature,  it  burned 
without  confirming  :  it  was  figuratively  64  the 
44  widow's  barrel  of  meal,  which  wafted  not, 
44 — and  crufe  of  oil,  which  never  failed/’ 

It  is  not  an  eafy  matter  to  add  weight  to 
the  teftimony  of  the  wifeji  man ,  upon  the 
pleafure  of  doing  good;  or  elfe  the  evidence 
of  the  pliilofopher  Epicurus  is  very  remark  - 
able,—  whole  word  in  this  matter  is  the  more 
to  be  trailed,  becaufe  a  profefled  fenfualilt ; 
who  amidft  all  the  delicacies  and  improve¬ 
ments  of  pleafure  which  a  luxuriant  fancy 
might  ftrike  out,  ftill  maintained,  that  the 
beft  way  of  enlarging  human  happinefs  was, 
by  a  communication  of  it  to  others. 

And  if  it  was  necelfary  here,  or  there  was 
time  to  refine  upon  this  doctrine,  one  might 
farther  maintain,  exclulive  of  the  happinefs 
which  the  mind  itfelf  feels  in  the  exercife  of 
this  virtue,  that  the  very  body  of  man  is 
never  in  a  better  ltate  than  when  he  is  moll 
inclined  to  do  good  offices  : — that  as  nothing 
more  contributes  to  health  than  a  benevo¬ 
lence  of  temper,  fo  nothing  generally  is  a 
ftronger  indication  of  it. 

And  what  feems  to  confirm  this  opinion  is, 
an  oblervation,  the  truth  of  which  muft  be 
fubmitted  to  every  one's  refiedlion  ; — namely. 
That  a  difinclination  and  backwardnefs  to  do 
good,  is  often  attended,  if  not  produced,  by 
an  indifpofition  of  the  animal  as  well  as  ra¬ 
tional  part  of  us  : — fo  naturally  do  the  foul 
and  body,  as  in  other  cafes  io  in  this,  mu¬ 
tually 
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tually  befriend  or  prey  upon  each  other. 
And,  indeed,  letting  alide  all  abltrufer  rea- 
foning  upon  the  point,  I  cannot  conceive 
but  that  the  very  mechanical  motions  which 
maintain  life,  mult  be  performed  with  more 
equal  vigour  arid  freedom  in  that  man  whom 
a  great  and  good  foul  perpetually  inclines  to 
ihew  mercy  to  the  miferable,  than  they  can  be 
in  a  poor,  fordid,  felfifh  wretch,  whole  little 
contracted  heart  melts  at  no  mail's  affliction, 
— but  fits  brooding  fo  intently  over  its  own 
plots  and  concerns,  as  to  fee  and  feel  nothing  ; 
and,  in  truth,  enjoy  nothing  bejmnd  himfelf: 
and  of  whom  one  may  lay  what  that  great 
matter  of  nature  has,  lpeaking  of  a  natural 
fenfe  of  harmony,  which  I  think  with  more 
juftice  may  be  faid  of  Companion,  that  the 
man  who  had  it  not, — 

— Was  fit  for  treafons,  ftratagems,  and  fpoils  : 

The  motions  of  his  fpirits  are  dull  as  night, 

And  his  affections  dark  as  Erebus ! 

- Let  no  fuch  m^i  be  truffed. - 

What  Divines  fay  of  the  mind,  Natural- 
ifts  have  obferved  of  the  body ;  that  there 
is  no  paffion  fo  natural  to  it  as  love, — which 
is  the  principle  of  doing  good  and  though 
inftances  like  this  juft  mentioned,  feem  far 
from  being  proofs  of  it,  yet  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted,  but  that  every  hard-hearted  man 
has  felt  much  inward  oppolition  before  he 
could  prevail  upon  himfelf  to  do  aught  to 
fix  and  delerve  the  character :  and  that 
what  we  fay  of  long  habits  of  vice,  that  they 
are  hard  to  be  fubdued,  may,  with  equal 
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truth,  be  faid  concerning  the  natural  impref- 
fions  of  benevolence, — That  a  man  mult  do 
much  violence  to  himfelf,  and  fuffer  many  a 
painful  ftruggle,  before  he  can  tear  away  to 
great  and  noble  a  part  of  his  nature. — Of  this, 
antiquity  has  preferred  a  beautiful  inltance 
in  an  anecdote  of  Alexander,  the  tyrant  of 
Pheres,  who,  though  he  had  fo  induftrioufly 
hardened  his  heart  as  to  feem  to  take  delight 
in  cruelty,  infomuch  as  to  murder  many 
of  his  fubjects  every  day,  without  caule 
and  without  pity, — yet,  at  the  bare  reprefent- 
ation  of  a  tragedy  which  related  the  mis¬ 
fortunes  of  Hecuba  and  Andromache,  he  was 
fo  touched  with  the  fictitious  diftrefs  which 
the  poet  had  wrought  up  in  it,  that  he  built 
out  into  a  Hood  of  tears. — The  explication 
of  which  inconliftency  is  eafy,  and  caits  as 
great  a  luftre  upon  human  nature,  as  the 
man  himfelf  was  a  difgrace  to  it.  The  cafe 
feems  to  have  been  this  :-*-In  real  life  he  had 
been  blinded  with  paffions,  and  thoughtlefsly 
hurried  on  by  intereft  or  refentment; — but 
here,  there  was  no  room  for  motives  of  that 
kind  ;  fo  that  his  attention  being  frit  caught 
hold  of,  and  all  his  vices  4aid  afleep, — then 
Nature  awoke  in  triumph,  and  Hiewed  how 
deeply  the  had  fown  the  feeds  of  companion 
in  every  man's  breaft ;  when  tyrants,  with 
vices  the  molt  at  enmity  with  it,  were  not 
able  entirely  to  root  it  out ! 

But  this  is  painting  an  amiable  virtue,  and 
fetting  her  off  with  (hades  that  wickednefs 
lends  us;  when  one  might  fafely  truft  to  the 
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force  of  her  own  natural  charms,  and  afk, 
Whether  any  thing  under  Heaven,  in  its  own 
nature,  is  more  lovely  and  engaging  ? — To 
illuftrate  this  the  more,  let  us  turn  our  thoughts 
within  ourfelves,  and  for  a  moment  let  any 
number  of  us  here  imagine  ourfelves  at  this 
inftant  engaged  in  drawing  the  moft  perfect 
and  amiable  character,  fuch  as,  according  to 
our  conceptions  of  the  Deity,  we  fhould 
think  moft  acceptable  to  him,  and  molt 
likely  to  be  univerfally  admired  by  all  man¬ 
kind, — I  appeal  to  your  own  thoughts,  whe¬ 
ther  the  firft  idea  which  offered  itfelf  to  moft 
of  our  imaginations,  would  not  be  that  of  a 
compaftionate  benefactor,  ftretching  forth  his 
hands  to  raife  up  the  helplefs  orphan  P  What¬ 
ever  other  virtues  we  fhould  give  our  hero, 


we  fhould  all  agree  in  making;  him  a  gene- 
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rous  friend,  who  thought  the  opportunities  of 
doing  good  to  be  the  only  charm  of  his  pro- 
fperity :  we  fhould  paint  him  like  the  Pfalmift’s 
“  river  of  God"  overflowing  the  thirfty  parts 
of  the  earth,  that  he  might  enrich  them, 
carrying  plenty  and  gladnefs  along  with  him. 
If  this  was  not  fufficient,  and  we  were  (till 
delirous  of  adding  a  farther  degree  of  perfec¬ 
tion  to  fo  great  a  character,  we  fhould  endea¬ 
vour  to  think  of  fomc  one,  if  human  nature 
could  furnifh  fuch  a  pattern,  who,  if  occafion 
required,  was  willing  to  undergo  all  kinds  of 
affliction, — to  facrifice  himfelf, — to  forget  his 
deareft  interefis,  and  even  lay  down  his  life 
for  the  good  of  mankind  ! — And  here, — O 

merciful  Saviour!  how  would  the  bright  ori- 
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gitml  of  thy  unbounded  goodnefs  break  iu 
upon  our  hearts!  46  Thou  who  bccamcit 
44  poor,  that  we  might  be  rich!" — -though 
Lord  of  all  this  world,  yet  “  haft  not  where  to 
64  lay  thy  head !" — and  though  equal  in  power 
and  glory  to  the  great  God  of  Nature,  46  yet 
46  madeft  thyfelf  of  no  reputation,  tookeft 
64  upon  thee  the  form  of  a  feryantP — fubmit- 
ting  thyfelf,  without  opening  thy  mouth,  to 
all  the  indignities  which  a  than-klefs  and  un- 

O' 


44  dient  unto  death,"  futfering  thyfelf,  as  on 
this  day'*,  44  to  be  led  like  a  lamb  to  the 
44  daughter !” 

The  confideration  of  this  ftupendous  in- 
ftance  of  companion  in  the  Son  of  God,  is 
the  moft  imanfwerable  appeal  that  can  be 
made  to  the  heart  of  man,  for  the  reafonable- 
nefs  of  it  in  himfelf : — it  is  the  great  argu¬ 
ment  which  the  Apoftles  ufe  in  almolt  all 
their  exhortations  to  good  works : — 46  Beloved, 
44  if  Chrift  fo  loved  us," — the  inference  is 
unavoidable ;  and  gives  ftrength  and  beauty 
to  every  thing  elfe  which  can  be  urged  upon 
the  fubject.  •  And,  therefore,  I  have  referred 
it  for  my  laft  and  warm  eft  appeal,  with  wThich 
I  would  gladly  finifli  this  difcourfe,  that  at 
lead:  for  their  fakes  for  whom  it  is  preached, 
we  might  be  left  to  the  full  iinpreffion  of  fo 
exalted  and  fo  feafonable  a  motive. — That  by 
reflecting  upon  the  infinite  labour  of  this  day  s 

*  Preached  qn  Good  Friday, 
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love,  in  the  inftance  of  Chrift’s  death,  we 
may  confider  what  an  immenfe  debt  we  owe 
to  each  other ;  and  by  calling  to  mind  the 
amiable  pattern  of  his  life,  in  doing  good, — • 
we  might  learn  in  what  manner  we  may  beft 
difcharge  it. 

And,  indeed,  of  all  the  methods  in  which 
a  good  mind  would  be  willing  to  do  it,  I  be¬ 
lieve  there  can  be  none  more  beneficial,  or 
comprehenfive  in  its  effects,  than  that  for 
which  we  are  met  here  together ; — the  pro¬ 
per  education  of  poor  children  being  the 
ground-work  of  aJmoft  every  other  kind  of 
charity,  as  that  which  makes  every  other  fub- 
fequent  afit  of  it  anfwer  the  pious  expectation 
of  the  river. 

o 

Without  this  foundation  firft  laid,  how 
much  kindnefs  in  the  progrefs  of  a  benevo¬ 
lent  mans  life  is  unavoidably  calt  away  !  and 
fometimes  where  it  is  as  fenfelefs  as  the  ex- 
poling  a  tender  plant  to  all  the  inclemencies 
of  a  cruel  feafon,  and  then  going  with  forrow 
to  take  it  in,  when  the  root  is  already  dead. 

I  laid,  therefore,  this  vras  the  foundation  of 
almoft  every  kind  of  charity  ; — and  might  one 
not  have  added,  of  all  policy  too?  fince  the 
many  ill  confequences  which  attend  the  want 
of  it,  though  grievoufly  felt  by  the  parties 
themfelves,  are  no  lefs  lb  by  the  community 
of  which  they  are  members  ;  and,  moreover, 
of  all  mifchiefs,  feem  the  hardeit  to  be  re- 
d relied, — infomuch,  that  when  one  conliders  ♦ 
the  dilloyal  feductions  of  popery  on  one  hand, 

♦ — and,  on  the  other,  that  no  bad  man,  what¬ 
ever 
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ever  he  profeffes,  can  be  a  good  fubjcft,  one 
may  venture  to  lay,  it  had  been  cheaper  and 
better  for  the  nation  to  have  borne  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  inltilling  found  principles  and  good 
morals  into  the  neglefted  children  of  the  lower 
fort,  efpecially  in  feme  parts  of  Great  Britain, 
than  to  be  obliged,  fo  often  as  we  have  been 
within  this  lait  century,  to  rife  up  and  arm 
ourfelves  againft  the  rebellious  effects  which 
the  want  of  them  has  brought  down  even  to 
our  doors.  And,  in  faff,  if  we  are  to  trull  to 
antiquity,  the  truth  of  which  in  this  cafe  we 
have  no  reafon  to  difpute,  this  matter  has  been 
looked  upon  of  fueh  vail  importance  to  the 
civil  happinefs  and  peace  of  a  people,  that 
feme  commonwealths,  the  molt  eminent  for 
political  wifdom,  have  ehofe  to  make  a  public 
concern  of  it;  thinking  it  much  fafer  to  be 
entrufted  to  the  prudence  of  the  magiftrate, 
than  to  the  miftaken  tendernefs,  or  natural 
partiality  of  the  parent. 

It  was  conliftent  with  this,  and  befpoke  a 
very  refined  fenfe  of  policy  in  the  Lacedaemo¬ 
nians  (though  by  the  way,  I  believe,  different 
from  what  more  modern  politics  would  have 
directed  in  like  circumftances),  when  Anti- 
pater  demanded  of  them  fifty  children,  as  hol- 
tages  for  the  fecurity  of  a  diltant  engagement, 
they  made  this  brave  and  wife  anfwer:  c  They 
‘  would  not, — -they  could  not  confent: — they 
‘  would  rather  give  him  double  the  number 
‘  of  their  belt  grown-up  men/— Intimating, 
that,  however  they  were  diftreffed,  they 
would  chufe  any  inconvenience  rather  than 
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fuffer  the  lofs  of  their  country’s  education; 
and  the  opportunity  (which  if  once  loft  can 
never  be  regained)  of  giving  their  youth  an 
early  tincture  of  religion,  and  bringing  them 
up  to  a  love  of  induftry,  and  a  love  of  the 
laws  and  conftitution  of  their  country.  If 
this  thews  the  great  importance  of  a  proper 
education  to  children  of  all  ranks  and  con¬ 
ditions,  what  111  all  we  fay  then  of  thofe 
whom  the  providence  of  God  has  placed  in 
the  very  loweft  lot  of  life,  utterly  caft  out  of 
the  way  of  knowledge,  without  a  parent,— 
fomctimes  may  be  without  a  friend  to  guide 
and  inftrupt  them,  but  what  common  pity  and 
the  neceffity  of  their  fad  fit  nation  engage  : 
— where  the  dangers  which  furround  them 
on  every  fide  are  fo  great  and  many,  that  for 
one  fortunate  paffenger  in  life,  who  makes 
his  way  well  in  the  world  with  inch  early  dis¬ 
advantages,  and  fo  difmal  a  fetting  out,  we 
may  reckon  thoufands  who  every  day  fuffer 
lliip wreck,  and  are  loft  for  ever. 

If  there  is  a  cafe  under  Heaven  which  calls 
out  aloud  for  the  more  immediate  exercife  of 
compaflion,  and  which  may  be  looked  upon 
as  the  compendium  of  all  charity,  furely  it  is 
this;  and  I  am  periiiaded  there  would  want 
nothing  more  to  convince  the  greateft  enemy 
to  thefe  kinds  of  charities  that  it  is  fo,  but 
a  bare  opportunity  of  taking  a  nearer  view  of 
fome  of  the  more  diftrcfsful  objects  of  it. 

Let  him  go  into  the  dwellings  of  the  unfor¬ 
tunate;  into 
poverty  and 


fome  mournful  cottage,  -where 
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let  him  behold  the  difconfol&te  widow, — fit¬ 
ting, — lteeped  in  tears  ; — thus  furrowing  over 
the  infant  Ihe  knows  not  how  to  fuccour : — 
6  O  my  child!  thou  art  now  left  expofed  to 
4  a  wide  and  vicious  world,  too  full  of  fnares 
4  and  temptations  for  thy  tender  and  unprac- 
4  tifed  agef — Perhaps  a  parent’s  love  may 
magnify  thofe  dangers: — 4  But  when  I  con- 
4  fider  thou  art  driven  out  naked  into  the 
4  inidft  of  them,  without  friends,  without  for- 
4  tune,  without  inftrudtion,  my  heart  bleeds 
4  before-hand  for  the  evils  which  may  come 
4  upon  thee !  God,  in  whom  wre  tr lifted,  is 
4  witnefs,  fo  low  had  his  providence  placed 
4  us,  that  we  never  indulged  onewiflito  have 
4  made  thee  rich:-— virtuous  we  Would  have 
4  made  thee; — for  thy  father,  mij Iwjbajid,  wife 
4  a  good  man ,  and  feared  the  Lord ; — and 
4  though  all  the  fruits  of  his  care  and  induftiy 
4  w  ere  little  enough  for  our  fupport,  yet  he 
4  honeftly  had  determined  to  have  fpared 
4  fome  portion  of  it,  fcanty  as  it  w  as,  to  have 
4  placed  thee  fafely  in  the  wray  of  knowledge 
4  and  inltruftion. — But  alas!  he  is  gone 
4  from  us,  never  to  return  more ;  and  with 
4  him  are  fled  the  means  of  doing  it.  For, 
4  Behold  the  creditor  is  come  upon  us ,  to  take  all 
4  that  wre  have.’ — -Grief  is  eloquent,  and  will 
not  eafily  be  imitated.— But  let  the  man 
who  is  the  leaft  friend  to  diftreifes  of  this  na¬ 
ture,  conceive  fome  difconfolate  widow  ut¬ 
tering  her  complaint,  even  in  this  manner,  and 
then  let  him  conlider,  44  if  there  is  any  forrowr 
44  like  this  forrow,  wherewith'  the  Lord  has 
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“  afflicted  her  ?”  or  whether  there  can  be  any 
charity  like  that  of  taking  “  the  child  out  of 
u  the  mother's,  bofom,"  and  refeuing  her 
from  thefe  appreheniions?  Should  a  Heathen, 
a  ftranger  to  our  holy  religion  and  the  love  it 
teaches,  fhould  he,  “  as  he  journeyed,  come 
“  to  the  place  where  Jhe  lay ,  when  he  faw, 
“  would  he  not  have  companion  on  her?” 
God  forbid  a  Chriftian  fhould  this  day  want 
it!  or  at  any  time  look  upon  fuch  a  diftrefs, 
“  and  pals  by  on  the  other  fide/' 

Rather,  let  him  do  as  his  Saviour  taught 
him,  66  bind  up  the  wounds,  and  pouf'  com¬ 
fort  into  the  heart  of  one  whom  the  hand  of 
God  has  fo  bruifed.  Let  him  praftife  what 
it  is,  with  Elijah's  tranfport,  to  fay  to  the  af¬ 
flicted  widow, — “  See,  thy  foil  liveth !'' — 
liveth  by  my  charity,  and  the  bounty  of  this 
hour,  to  all  the  purpofes  which  make  life  dc- 
firable, — to  be  made  a  good  man  and  a  pro¬ 
fitable  fubjeft : — On  one  hand,  to  be  trained 
up  to  fuch  a  fenfe  of  his  duty,  as  may  fecure 
him  an  intereft  in  the  work!  to  come; — and, 
with  regard  to  this  world,  to  be  fo  brought  up 
in  it  to  a  love  of  honeft  labour  and  induftrv, 
as  all  his  life  long  to  earn  and  eat  his  bread 
with  joy  and  thankfulnefs. 

;  Much  peace  and  happinefs  reft  upon  the 
c  head  and  heart  of  every  one  who  thus  brings 

5  children  to  Chrift! — -May  the  blefting  of 
c  him  that  was  ready  to  perifh,  come  leaibn- 

6  ably  upon  him! — The  Lord  comfort  him 
*  when  he  moft  wants  it!  When  he  lies  tick 
4  upon  his  bed,  make  thou,  O  God !  all  his  bed 
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4  in  his  iicknefs!  and  for  what  he  now  feat- 
4  ters,  give  him,  then,  that  peace  of  thine 
4  which  paffeth  all  underftanding,  and  which 
4  nothing  in  this  world  can  either  give  or  take 
‘away!’  Amen. 
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£HAHISEE  AND  PUBLICAN  IN  THE 

TEMPLE. 


luke  xvm.  14,  firft  part. 

I  teH  you,  this  ruan  went  down  to  his  houfe  juftified,  rather  thaa 

the  other. 

These  words  are  the  judgment  which  our 
Saviour  has  left  upon  the  behaviour  and  dif¬ 
ferent  degrees  of  merit  in  the  two  men,  the 
Pharifee  and  Publican,  whom  he  reprefents, 
in  the  foregoing  parable,  as  going  up  into  the 
temple  to  pray.  In  what  manner  they  dif- 
charged  this  great  and  folemn  duty,  will  beft 
be  feen  from  a  confideration  of  the  prayer 
which  each  is  faid  to  have  addrelfed  to  God 
upon  the  occalion. 

The  Pharifee,  inftead  of  an  adt  of  humf- 
liation  in  that  awful  prefence  before  which  ho 
itood, — with  an  air  of  triumph  and  felf-fuf- 
ficiency,  thanks  God  that  he  had  not  made 
him  like  others ; — -extortioners,  adulterers, 
unjuft,  or  even  as  this  publican. — The  publi¬ 
can  is  reprefented  as  handing  afar  off,  and 
with  a  heart  touched  with  humility  from  a 
jult  fenle  of  his  own  unworthinefs,  is  faid 
only  to  have  fmote  upon  his  bread,  faying, 
— God  be  merciful  to  me  a  fmner! — I  tell 

vol.  nr.  %  g  you. 
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you,  adds  our  Saviour,  this  man  went  down 
to  his  houfe  juftified,  rather  than  the  other. 

Though  the  juftice  of  this  determination 
ftrikes  every  one  at  firft  light,  it  may  not  be 
amifs  to  enter  into  a  more  particular  examin¬ 
ation  of  the  evidence  and  reafons  upon  which 
it  might  be  founded,  not  only  becaufe  it  may 
place  the  equity  of  this  decifion  in  favour  of 
the  publican  in  a  ftronger  light, — but  that 
the  fubjeCt  feems  likely  to  lead  me  to  a  train 
of  reflections  not  unfuitable  to  the  folemnity 
of  the  feafon*. 

The  pharifee  was  one  of  that  feCt,  who,  in 
our  Saviour  s  time,  what  by  the  aufterity  of 
their  lives, — their  public  alms-deeds,— and 
greater  pretences  to  piety  than  other  men, 
had  gradually  wrought  themfelves  into  much 
credit  and  reputation  with  the  people:  and, 
indeed,  as  the  bulk  of  thefe  are  ealily  caught 
with  appearances,  their  character  feems  to 
have  been  admirably  well  fuited  to  fuch  a 
purpofe. — If  you  looked  no  farther  than  the 
outward  part  of  it,  you  would  think  it  made 
up  of  all  goodnefs  and  perfection;  an  un¬ 
common  fanCtity  of  life,  guarded  by  great 
decorum  and  feverity  of  manners, — profufe 
and  frequent  charities  to  the  poor, — many 
aCts  of  religion, — much  obfervance  of  the 
law, — much  abftinencey — much  prayer. 

It  is  painful  to  fufpeCt  the  appearance  of 
fo  much  good; — and  would  have  been  lb 
here,  had  not  our  bleffed  Saviour  left  us  their 


#  Preached  in  Lent. 


real 


SERMON  VI. 


h 

real  character  upon  record,  and  drawn  up  by 
himfelf  in  one  word, — That  the  fedl  were  like 
whitened  fepulchres,  all  fair  and  beautiful 
without,  and  enriched  there  with  whatever 
could  attract  the  eye  of  the  beholder;  but, 
when  fearched  w  ithin-fide,  were  full  of  cor¬ 
ruption,  and  of  whatever  could  fhock  and 
diftmft  the  fearcher.  So  that,  with  all  their 
affectation  of  piety,  and  more  extraordinary 
itriCtnefs  and  regularity  in  their  outward  de¬ 
portment,  all  was  irregular  and  uncultivated 
within ; — and  all  thefe  fair  pretences,  how  pro- 
miling  foever,  blafted  by  the  indulgence  of 
the  worft  of  human  paffions, — ])ride, — fpiri- 
tual  pride  (the  w'orft  of  all  pride) — hypocrify, 
felf-love,  covetoufnefs,  extortion,  cruelty,  and 
revenge.  What  pity  it  is  that  the  facred 
name  of  Religion  fhould  ever  have  been  bor¬ 
rowed,  and  employed  in  fo  bad  a  work  as  in 
covering  over  fuch  a  black  catalogue  of  vices ! 
or  that  the  fair  form  of  virtue  fhould  have 
been  thus  difgraced  and  for  ever  drawn  into 
fufpicion,  from  the  unworthy  ufes  of  this 
kind  to  which  the  artful  and  abandoned  have 
often  put  her !  The  pharifee  feems  to  have 
had  not^naiw  fcruples  of  this  kind;  and  the 
prayer  lie  m|kes  ufe  of  in  the  temple  is  a  true 
picture  of  the  man's  heart,  and  thews  with 
what  a  difpofition  and  frame  of  mind  he  came 
to  worfhip. 

God!  I  thank  thee  that  thou  haft  formed 
me  of  different  materials  from  the  reft  of  my 
fpecies,  whom  thou  haft  created  frail  and 
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vain  by  nature,  but  by  choice  and  dffpofition 
utterly  corrupt  and  wicked ! 

Me,  thou  haft  fafhioned  in  a  different 
mould,  and  haft  infufed  fo  large  a  portion  of 
thy  fpirit  into  me,  lo !  I  am  raifed  above  the 
temptations  and  deffres  to  which  flefh  and 
blood  are  fubjeft ! — I  thank  thee  that  thou 
haft  made  me  thus: — not  a  frail  veflel  of  clay, 
like  that  of  other  men, — or  even  this  publican, 
but  that  I  ftand  here  a  chofen  and  fandtified 
veflel  unto  thee ! 

After  this  obvious  paraphrafe  upon  the 
words,  which  fpeaks  no  more  than  the  true 
fpirit  of  the  pharifee's  prayer, — you  would 
naturally  afk,  What  reafon  was  there  for  all 
this  triumph? — or  what  foundation  could  he 
have  to  infult  in  this  manner  over  the  infir¬ 
mities  of  mankind?— or  even  thofe  of  the 
humble  publican  who  flood  before  him?1 — 
Why,  fays  he,  I  faft  twice  in  the  week ;  I 
give  tythes  of  all  that  I  poffefs. — Truly,  a 
very  indifferent  account  of  himfelf  ;- — and  if 
that  was  all  he  had  to  offer  in  his  own  behalf, 
God  knows,  it  was  but  a  weak  foundation  to 
fupport  fo  much  arrogance  and  felt-conceit ; 
becaufe  the  obfervance  of  both  the  one  and 
the  other  of  thefe  ordinances,  might  be  flip- 
poled  well  enough  to  be  conliftent  with  the 
rnoft  profligate  of  life  and  manners. 

The  conduit  and  behaviour  of  the  publican 
appear  very  different;— and,  indeed,  as  much 
the  reverfe  to  this  as  you  could  conceive. 
But  before  we  enter  upon  that,  as  I  have 
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ipoken  largely  to  the  character  of  the  phari- 
fee,  'twill  be  but  juftice  to  fay  a  word  or  two 
in  general  to  his. — The  publican  was  one  of 
that  order  of  men  employed  by  the  Roman 
emperors  in  levying  the  taxes  and  contribu¬ 
tions  which  were  from  time  to  time  exacted 
from  Judea  as  a  conquered  nation.  Whether 
from  the  particular  fate  of  that  employment* 
owing  to  the  fixed  averfion  which  men  have 
to  part  with  what  is  their  own,  or  from  what¬ 
ever  other  caufes  it  happened, — fo  it  was, 
that  the  whole  let  of  men  were  odious;  in- 
fomuch,  that  the  name  of  a  publican  was  a 
term  of  reproach  and  infamy  amongft  the 
Jews, 

Perhaps  the  many  inltances  of  rigour  to 
which  their  office  might  direct  them, — height- 
ened  fomethnes  by  a  mixture  of  cruelty  and 
inlolence  of  their  own, — and  poffibly  always 
made  to  appear  worfe  than  they  were  by  the 
loud  clamours  and  milreprefentations  of 
others, — all  might  have  contributed  to  form 
and  fix  this  odium.  Rut  it  was  here,  no 
doubt,  as  in  all  other  claffes  of  men  whole 
proleffions  expofe  them  to  more  temptations 
than  that  of  others, — that  there  are  numbers 
who  fiill  behave  well,  and  who,  amidft  all  the 
fn ares  and  opportunities  which  lie  in  their 
way,— pals  through  them,  not  only  with  an 
unblemilhed  character,  but  with  the  inward 
teitimony  of  a  good  confidence. 

The  publican,  in  all  likelihood,  was  one  of 
thefe; — and  the  fentiments  of  candour  and 
humility  which  the  view  of  his  condition  in- 
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fpired,  are  fucli  as  could  come  only  from  a 
heart  and  character  thus  defcribed. 

He  goes  up  into  the  temple  to  pay  his  fa- 
crifice  of  prayer; — in  the  difcharge  of  which 
he  pleads  no  merit  of  his  own, — enters  into 
no  companion  with  others,’ — or  j  unification 
of  himfelf  with  God,  but,  in  reverence  to  that 
holier  part  of  the  temple  where  his  prefence 
was  fuppofed  more  immediately  to  be  dis¬ 
played,- — he  keeps  afar  off,— is  afraid  to  lift 
up  his  eyes  towards  Heaven  — but  fmites  upon 
his  breaft,  and  in  a  Ihort  but  fervent  ejacu¬ 
lation,^—  fubmiffively  begs  God  to  have  mercy 
upon  his  fins. — O  God !  how  precious,  how 
amiable  is  true  humility! — what  a  difference 
in  thy  light  does  it  make  to  confift  betwixt 
man  and  man!  Pride  was  not  made  for  a 
creature  with  fucli  manifold  imperfections  : 
— religious  pride  is  a  drefs  which  It  ill  worfe 
becomes  him ; — becaufe,  of  all  others,  ’tis 
that  to  which  he  has  the  lealt  pretence  : — the 
belt  of  us  fall  feven  times  a  day,  and  thereby 
add  fome  degree  of  unprofitablenefs  to  the 
character  of  tliofe  who  do  all  that  is  com¬ 
manded  them. — iWas  I  perfeCi  therefore,  fays 
Job,  I  would  not  know  my  foul,  I  would  lie 
iilent,  I  would  be  ignorant  of  my  own  right- 
eoufnefs;  for,  fhould  I  fay  I  was  perfeCt,  it 
would  prove  me  to  be  perverfe.  From  this  in¬ 
troduction  I  will  take  occafion  to  recommend 
this  virtue  of  religious  humility,  which  fo  na¬ 
turally  falls  from  the  fubjeCt,  and  which  can¬ 
not  more  effectually  be  enforced,  than  by  an 
enquiry  into  the  chief  caules  which  produce 
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the  oppofite  vice  to  it, — that  of  fpiritual 
pride ; — for  in  this  malady  of  the  mind  of 
man, — the  cafe  is  parallel  with  rnoft  others  of 
his  body,  the  dangers  of  which  can  never 
rightly  be  apprehended;  nor  can  remedies  be 
applied  either  with  judgment  or  fuccefs,  till 
they  are  traced  back  to  their  firft  principles, 
and  the  feeds  of  the  diforder  are  laid  open 
and  confidered. 

And  firft,  I  believe,  one  of  the  moft  general 
caufes  of  fpiritual  pride,  is  that  which  feems 
to  have  milled  the  pharifee: — a  miftaken 
notion  of  the  true  principles  of  his  religion. 
He  thought,  no  doubt,  that  the  whole  of  it 
was  comprehended  in  the  two  articles  of  pay¬ 
ing  tythes  and  frequent  fatting;  and  that 
when  he  had  difcharged  his  confcience  of 
them, — he  had  done  all  that  was  required  at 
his  hands,  and  might  with  reafon  go,  and 
thank  God  that  he  had  not  made  him  like 
others.— It  is  not  to  be  queftioned,  but 
through  force  of  this  error,  the  pharifee  might 
think  himfelf  to  be,  what  he  pretended,  a 
religious  and  upright  man. — For  however  he 
might  be  brought  to  adt  a  double  and  infin- 
cere  part  in  the  eyes  of  men  upon  worldly 
views, — it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed* — that  when 
he  flood  by  himfelf,  apart  in  the  temple,  and 
no  witnefles  of  what  patted  between  him  and 
his  God, — -that  he  fhould  knowingly  and  wil¬ 
fully  have  dared  to  adt  fo  open  and  barefaced 
a  fcene  of  mockery  in  the  face  of  Heaven. 
This  is  fcarce  probable; — and  therefore  muft 
have  been  owing  to  fome  delufion  in  his  edu- 
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cation,  which  had  early  implanted  in  his 
mind  faife  and  wretched  notions  of  the  eflen- 


tials  of  religion, — which,  as  he  grew  up,  had 
proved  the  feeds  of  infinite  error,  both  in 
practice  and  fpeculation. 

With  the  reft  of  his  feet,  he  had  been  fo 
principled  and  inftrudted  as  to  obferve  a  fc ra¬ 
pid  on  s  nicety  and  moft  religious  exactnels  in 
the  lelfer  matters  of  his  religion, — its  fre¬ 
quent  w  afhings, — its  fadings  and  other  ex¬ 


ternal  rites,  of  no  merit  in  t hem fe Ives, —  but 


to  ft  and  exempted  from  the  more  trouhlefome 
exadinefs  in  the  weightier  matters  of  the  law, 
which  were  of  eternal  and  unchangeable  ob¬ 
ligation.  So  that  they  were  in  truth  blind 
guides,-— -who  thus  will  ftrain  at  a  gnat  and 
yet  fwallow  a  camel;  and,  as  our  Saviour 
reproves  them  from  a  familiar  inllance  of 
domeftic  inconiiftency, — would  make  clean 
the  outfide  of  the  cup  and  platter, — yet  1  lifter 
the  inlide, — the  molt  material  part, — to  be 
full  of  corruption  and  excefs.  From  this 
knowledge  of  the  character  and  principles  of 
the  pharilee,  ftis  eafy  to  account  for  his  fenti- 
ments  and  behaviour  in  the  temple,  which 
w  ere  juft  fuch  as  they  w  ould  have  led  one  to 
have  expected. 

Thus  it  has  always  happened,  by  a  fata- 
lity  common  to  all  fuch  abides  of  religion, 
as  make  it  to  confift  in  external  rites  and 
ceremonies,  more  than  inward  purity  and 
integrity  of  heart. — As  thefe  outward  things 
are  eafily  put  in  practice,  and  capable  of 
being  attained  to  without  much  capacity*. 
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or  much  oppofition  to  flefh  and  blood, — it 
too  naturally  betrays  the  profeffors  of  it  into 
a  groundlefs  perfuahon  of  their  own  godlinefs, 
a$d  a  defpicable  one  of  that  of  others,  in 
their  religious  capacities,  and  the  relations 
in  which  they  ftaud  towards  God  :  which  is 
the  very  definition  of  fpiritual  pride. 

When  the  true  heat  and  fpirit  of  devotion 
is  thus  loft  and  extinguifhed  under  a  cloud 
of  oitentatious  ceremonies  and  geftures,  as  is 
remarkable  in  the  Roman  church, — where 
the  celebration  of  hi  oft  mats,  when  fet  off'  to 
the  belt  advantage  with  all  its  fcenical  deco  • 
rations  and  finery,  looks  more  like  a  theatri- 
cal  performance  than  that  humble  and  folemn 
appeal  which  duft  and  allies  are  offering  up 
to  the  throne  of  God  ; — when  religion,  I  fay, 
is  thus  clogged  and  borne  down  by  fuch  a 
weight  of  ceremonies,  it  is  much  eafier  to 

o  #  t  ' 

put  in  pretentions  to  liolinefs  upon  fuch  a 
mechanical  fyftem  as  is  left  of  it,  than  where 
the  character  is  only  to  be  got  and  main¬ 
tained  by  a  painful  conflict  and  perpetual 
war  againft  the  pailions.  'Tis  eafier,  for  in- 
fiance,  for  a  zealous  Papift  to  crofs  himfelf 
and  tell  his  beads,  than  for  an  humble  Pro- 
teftant  to  fubdue  the  luffs  of  anger,  intem¬ 
perance,  cruelty,  and  revenge,  to  appear  be¬ 
fore  his  Maker  with  that  preparation  of 
mind  which  becomes  him.  The  operation 
of  being  iprinkled  with  holy  water,  is  not  lb 
difficult  in  itielf  as  that  of  being  chatte  and 
fpotJefs  within, — confcious  of  no  dirty  thought 
or  diihoneft  abtion.  Tis  a  much  Iftorter 
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way  to  kneel  down  at  a  confeffional  and  re¬ 
ceive  abfolution, — than  to  live  lb  to  deferve 
it, — not  at  the  hands  of  men, — but  at  the 
hands  of  God, — who  fees  the  heart,  and  con- 
not  be  impofed  upon. — The  atchievement  of 
keeping  Lent,  or  abftaining  from  flefh  on  cer¬ 
tain  days,  is  not  fo  hard  as  that  of  abftain¬ 
ing  from  the  works  of  it  at  all  times efpe- 
cially,  as  the  point  is  generally  managed 
amongft  the  richer  fort  with  fuch  art  and 
epicurifm  at  their  tables, — and  with  fuch 
indulgence  to  a  poor  mortified  appetite,— 
that  an  entertainment  upon  a  fait  is  much 
more  likely  to  produce  a  furfeit  than  a  fit  of 
forrow. 

One  might  run  the  parallel  much  farther, 
but  this  may  be  fufficient  to  fhew  how  dan¬ 
gerous  and  delufive  thefe  miltakes  are  ; — how 
apt  to  millead  and  overfet  weak  minds, 
which  are  ever  apt  to  be  caught  by  the  pomp 
of  fuch  external  parts  of  religion.  This  is  1b 
evident,  that  even  in  our  own  church,  where 
there  is  the  greateft  chaftity  in  things  of  this 
nature, — and  of  which  none  are  retained  in 
our  worfhip  but  what,  I  believe,  tend  to  ex¬ 
cite  and  affift  it, — yet,  fo  ftrong  a  propenfity 
is  there  in  our  nature  to  fenfe,  and  fo  un¬ 
equal  a  match  is  the  underftanding  of  the 
bulk  of  mankind  for  the  impreffions  of  out¬ 
ward  things, — -that  wre  fee  thoufands  who 
every  day  miftake  the  fliadow  for  the  fub- 
fiance ;  and,  was  it  fairly  put  to  the  trial, 
would  exchange  the  reality  for  the  ap¬ 
pearance. 

You 


SERMON  VI. 


9* 


You  fee  this  was  almoft  univerfally  the 
cafe  of  the  Jewifh  church  ; — where,  for  want 
of  proper  guard  and  diftinhtion  betwixt  the 
means  of  religion  and  religion  itfelf,  the  cere- 
monial  part  in  time  eat  away  the  moral  part, 
and  left  nothing  but  a  Iliad ow  behind. — "Tis 
to  be  feared  the  buffooneries  of  the  Romilh 
church  bid  fair  to  do  it  the  fame  ill  office,  to 
the  difgrace  and  utter  ruin  of  Chriftianity, 
wherever  Popery  is  eftablifhed.  What  then 
remains,  but  that  we  rectify  thefe  grofs  and 
pernicious  notions  of  religion,  and  place  it 
upon  its  true  bottom,  which  we  can  only  do 
by  bringing  back  religion  to  that  cool  point 
of  reafon  which  firft  (hewed  us  its  obligation, 
— by  always  remembering  that  God  is  a 
Spirit, — -and  mult  be  worfhipped  fuitable  to 
his  nature,  i.  e.  in  fpirit  and  in  truth; — and 
that  the  moil  acceptable  facrifice  we  can 
offer  him,  is  a  virtuous  and  an  upright  mind 
— and  however  neceffary  it  is,  not  to  leave  the 
ceremonial  and  pofitive  parts  of  religion  un¬ 
done, — yet,  not  like  the  pharifee,  to  reft  there, 
—and  omit  the  weightier  matters,  but  keep 
this  in  view  perpetually,  that  though  the  in- 
ftrumental  duties  of  religion  are  duties  of  un- 
queitionablc  obligation  to  us, — yet  they  are 
ftill  but  Inflrumental  Duties,  conducive  to  the 
great  end  of  all  religion, — which  is  to  purify 
our  hearts — and  conquer  our  paffions  ; — and, 
in  a  word,  to  make  us  wafer  and  better  men, 
— better  neighbours,  —  better  citizens, — and 
better  fervants  to  God, 

To  whom,  &c. 
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ROMANS  XIV.  7. 

For  none  of  us  liveth  to  himfelf. 

I  HERE  is  not  a  lenience  in  fcripture 
which  i trikes  a  narrow  foul  with  greater  alto- 
nifhment; — and  one  might  as  ealily  engage 
to  clear  up  the  darkeft  problem  in  geometry 
to  an  ignorant  mind,  as  make  a  fordid  one 
comprehend  the  truth  and  reafonablenefs  of 
this  plain  propofition, — No  man  liveth  to 
himfelf! — Why  ?* — Does  any  man  live  to  any 
thing  elfe  ? — In  the  whole  compafs  of  human 
life,  can  a  prudent  man  fleer  to  a  fafer  point  ? 
— Not  live  to  himfelf!— To  whom  then  ? — 
Can  any  interefts  or  concerns  which  are  fo- 
reign  to  a  man’s  felf  have  fuch  a  claim  over 
him  that  he  mult  ferve  under  them, — fufpend 
his  own  purfuits, — Hep  out  of  his  right  courfe 
till  others  have  palled  by  him  and  attained 
the  feverai  ends  and  purpofes  of  living  be¬ 
fore  him  ? 

If,  with  a  felfifh  heart,  fuch  an  enquirer 
lhould  happen  to  have  a  fpeculating  head 
too,  he  will  proceed,  and  alk  you,  Whether 
this  fame  principle  which  the  apoftle  here 
throws  out  of  the  life  of  man,  is  not  in  fact 
the  grand  bias  of  his  nature  ? — That  how¬ 
ever  we  may  flatter  ourfelvcs  with  fme-fpun 
notions  of  difmtereftednefs  and  heroifm  in 
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what  we  do ;  were  the  moft  popular  of  our 
actions  ftripped  naked,  and  the  true  motives 
and  intentions  of  them  fearched  to  the  bot¬ 
tom,  we  ihould  find  little  reafon  for  triumph 
upon  that  fcore. - 

In  a  word,  he  will  fay,  that  a  man  is  alto- 
aether  a  bubble  to  himfelf  in  this  matter,  and 
that  after  all  that  can  be  faid  in  his  behalf; 
the  truell  definition  that  can  be  given  of  him 
is  this,  That  he  is  a  felfilh  animal  ;  and  that 
all  his  actions  have  lo  ftrong  a  tincture  of 
that  character,  as  to  fhew,  to  whomever  elfo 
lie  was  intended  to  live,  that  in  fadt  he  lives 
only  to  himfelf. 

Before  I  reply  directly  to  this  accufation, 
I  cannot  help  obferving  by  the  way,  that 
there  is  fcarce  any  thing  which  has  done  more 
differ  vice  to  focial  virtue  than  the  frequent 
reprefentations  of  human  nature  under  this 
hideous  picture  of  deformity,  which  by  leav¬ 
ing  out  all  that  is  generous  and  friendly  in  the 


heart  of  man,  has  funk  him  below  the  level  of 
a  brute,  as  if  he  was  a  compofition  of  all  that 
was  mean-fpirited  and  felfifh.  Surely  his  one 
ftep  towards  acting  well,  to  think  worthily  of 
our  nature  :  and,  as  in  common  life  the  way  to 
make  a  man  honeft,  is  to  fuppofe  him  fo,  and 
treat  him  as  fuch,— fo  here,  to  fct  feme  va¬ 
lue  upon  ourfelves,  enables  us  to  fupport  the 
character,  and  even  infpires  and  adds  fen- 
timents  of  generality  and  virtue  to  thofe 
which  wc  have  already  preconceived.  The 
feripture  tells,  That  God  made  man  in  his 
own  image, — not  finely  in  the  fenfitive  and 
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corporeal  part  of  him  :  that  could  bear  no 
refemblance  with  a  pure  and  infinite  Spirit; 
— but  what  refemblance  he  bore  was  un¬ 
doubtedly  in  the  moral  rectitude,  and  the 
kind  and  benevolent  affections  of  his  nature. 
And  though  the  brightnefs  of  his  image  has 
been  fullied  greatly  by  the  fall  of  man  in 
our  firft  parents,  and  the  characters  of  it  ren¬ 
dered  ftill  lefs  legible  by  the  many  fuper- 
induftions  of  his  own  depraved  appetites 
lince, — yet  Tis  a  laudable  pride  and  a  true 
greatnefs  of  mind  to  cherifh  a  belief,  that 
there  is  fo  much  of  that  glorious  image  ftill 
left  upon  it,  as  fliall  reftrain  him  from  bale 
and  difgraceful  actions  ;  to  anfwer  which 
end,  what  thought  can  be  more  conducive 
than  that  of  our  being  made  in  the  likenefs  of 
the  greateft  and  beft  of  Beings  ?  This  is  a 
plain  confequence.  And  the  confideration  of 
it  fliould  have  in  fome  meafure  been  a  protec¬ 
tion  to  human  nature,  from  the  rough  ufage 
the  has  met  with  from  the  fatirical  pens  of 
fo  many  of  the  French  waiters,  as  well  as  of 
our  own  country,  who  with  more  vrit  than 
well-meaning,  have  defperately  fallen  foul 
upon  the  whole  fpecies,  as  a  fet  of  creatures 
incapable  either  of  private  friendship  or  pub¬ 
lic  fpirit,  but  juft  as  the  cafe  fuited  their 
own  intereft  and  advantage. 

That  there  is  felfifhnefs  and  meannefs 
enough  in  the  fouls  of  one  part  of  the  world, 
to  hurt  the  credit  of  the  other  part  of  it,  is 
what  I  fliall  not  difpute  againft ;  but  to 
judge  of  the  whole  from  this  bad  fample. 
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and  becaufe  one  man  is  plotting  and  artful 
in  his  nature ; — or,  a  fecond  openly  makes 
liis  pleafure  or  his  profit  the  whole  centre  of 
all  his  defions  ; — or  becaufe  a  third  ftrait- 
hearted  wretch  lits  confined  within  himfelf, 
— feels  no  misfortunes  but  tliofe  which  touch 
himfelf ; —  to  involve  the  whole  race  with¬ 
out  mercy  under  fuch  deteiled  characters, 
is  a  conclufion  as  falfe  as  it  is  pernicious  ;  and 
was  it  in  general  to  gain  credit,  could  ferve 
no  end,  but  the  rooting  out  of  our  nature  all 
that  is  generous,  and  planting  in  the  head  of 
it  fuch  an  averlion  to  each  other,  as  mult 
untie  the  bands  of  fociety,  and  rob  us  of  one 
of  the  greateft  pleafures  of  it,  the  mutual 
communications  of  kind  offices ;  and  by 
poifoning  the  fountain,  render  every  thing 
fufpecfed  that  flows  through  it. 

To  the  honour  of  human  nature,  the  fcrip- 
ture  teaches  us,  that  God  made  man  upright; 
— and  though  he  has  fmce  found  out  many 
inventions,  which  have  much  difhonoured 
this  noble  ftruCture,  yet  the  foundation  of  it 
ftands  as  it  was, — the  whole  frame  and  de- 
fign  of  it  carried  on  upon  focial  virtue  and 
public  fpirit,  and  every  member  of  us  fo 
evidently  fupported  by  this  llrong  cement, 
that  we  may  fay  with  the  apoftle,  that  no 
man  liveth  to  himfelf.  In  whatfoever  ligiit 

CD 

we  view  him,  we  fhall  fee  evidently  that 
there  is  no  ftation  or  condition  of  his  life, — 
no  office,  or  relation,  or  circumftance,  but 
there  arilc  from  it  fo  many  ties,  fo  many  in- 
difpenfable  claims  upon  him,  as  mull  pre- 
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petually  carry  him  beyond  any  felfifh  con- 
{{deration,  and  fiiew  plainly,  that  was  a  man 
foolifhly  wicked  enough  to  defign  to  live  to 
himfelf  alone,  he  would  either  find  it  imprac¬ 
ticable,  or  he  would  lofe,  at  leaft,  the  very 
thing  which  made  life  itfelf  defirable.  We 
know  that  our  Creator,  like  an  all-wife  con¬ 
triver,  in  this,  as  in  all  other  of  his  works,  has 
implanted  in  mankind  fuch  appetites  and  in¬ 
clinations  as  were  fui  table  for  their  ftate  ; 
that  is,  fuch  as  would  naturally  lead  him  to 
the  love  of  fociety  and  friendfhip,  without 
which  he  would  have  been  found  in  a  worfe 
condition  than  the  very  beafts  of  the  field. 
No  one,  therefore,  who  lives  in  fociety,  can 
be  faid  to  live  to  himfelf; — he  lives  to  his 
God, — to  his  king,  and  his  country  ; — he  lives 
to  his  family,  to  his  friends,  to  all  under  his 
tmft,-— and,  in  a  word,  he  lives  to  the  wdiole 
race  of  mankind  : — whatfoever  lias  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  man,  and  wears  the  fame  image  of 

*  O 

God  that  he  does*  is  truly  his  brother,  and  has 
a  juft  claim  to  his  kindnefs. — That  this  is  the 
cafe  in  fact,  as  well  as  in  theory,  may  be 
made  plain  to  any  one  wdio  has  made  any 
obfervations  upon  human  life. — When  we 
have  traced  it  through  all  its  connections, — - 
viewed  it  under  the  feveral  obligations  wdiich 
fucceed  each  other  in  a  perpetual  rotation 
through  the  different  ftages  of  a  hafty  pil¬ 
grimage,  wre  {hall  find  that  thefe  do  operate 
fo  ftrongly  upon  it,  and  lay  us  juftly  under 
fo  many  reftraints,  that  we  are  every  hour 
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iacrificing  fornething  to  fociety,  in  return  for 
the  benefits  we  receive  from  it. 

To  iliuftrate  this,  let  us  take  a  fliort  furvey 
of  the  life  of  any  one  man,  not  liable  to  great 
exceptions,  but  fuch  a  life  as  is  common  to 
moft;  let  us  examine  it  merely  to  this  point, 
and  try  how  far  it  will  anfwer  fuch  a  repre¬ 
sentation. 

If  we  begin  with  him  in  that  early  age 
wherein  the  ftrongeft  marks  of  undifo;uifed 
tendernefs  and  difinterefled  compaffion  fhew 
thernfelves, — I  might  previoully  obferve,  with 
%vhat  impreffions  he  is  come  out  of  the  hands 
of  God,  with  the  very  bias  upon  his  nature 
which  prepares  him  for  the  character  which 
he  was  deligncd  to  fulfil.  But  let  us  pafs 
by  the  years  which  denote  childhood,  as  no 
lawful  evidence,  you'll  fay,  in  this  difpute ; 
let  us  follow  him  to  the  period  when  he  is 
juft  got  loofe  from  tutors  and  governors, 
when  his  actions  may  be  argued  upon  with 
lefs  exception :  if  you  obferve,  you  will 
find  that  one  of  the  firft  and  leading  propen- 
fities  of  his  nature  is,  that  which  difcovers 
itfelf  in  the  defire  of  fociety,  and  the  fpon- 
taneous  love  towards  thofe  of  his  kind  : — ■ 
and  though  the  natural  wants  and  exigen- 
.  cies  of  his  condition  are,  no  doubt,  one  rea- 
fon  of  this  amiable  impulfe,  God  having 
founded  that  in  him  as  a  provifional  fecurity 
to  make  him  focial, — yet,  though  it  is  a  rea- 
fion  in  nature, — Yis  a  reafon  to  him  yet  un« 
difcovered.  Youth  is  not  apt  to  philolophize 
fo  deeply,  — but  follows,  as  it  feels  itfelf 
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prompted  by  the  inward  workings  of  bene¬ 
volence, — without  view  to  itfelf,  or  previous 
calculation  either  of  the  lots  or  profit  which 
may  accrue.  Agreeably  to  this,  obferve 
how  warmly,  how  heartily  he  enters  into 
friendfihips,- — how  dilmterefted,  and  unfuf- 
picious  in  the  choice  of  them  ! — how  gene¬ 
rous  and  open  in  his  profellions  !— how  tin- 
cere  and  honeft  in  making  them  good! — 
When  his  friend  is  in  dill  refs, — what  lengths 
he  will  go  ! — what  hazards  he  will  bring  up¬ 
on  himfelf  b — what  embarrailinent  upon  his 
affairs,  to  extricate  and  ferve  him  !  If  man 
is  altogether  a  felfifh  creature,  as  thefe  mo- 
ralizers  would  make  him,  'tis  certain  he  does 
not  arrive  at  the  full  maturity  of  it  in  this 
time  of  his  life. — No.  If  he  deferves  any 
accufation,  his  in  the  other  extreme,  “  That 
in  his  youth  he  is  generally'  more  fool  than 
knave  ”■ — and  fo  far  from  being  fufpected  of 
living  to  himfelf,  that  he  lives  rather  fo  every 
bod  y  elfe  ;  the  unconfcioufnefs  of  art  and 
defign,  in  his  own  intentions,  rendering  him 
fo  utterly  void  of  a  fufpicien  of  it  in  others, 
as  to  leave  him  too  oft  a  bubble  to  every 
one  who  will  take  the  advantage.— But  ydif.ll 
fay,  he  foon  abates  of  thefe  tranfports  of  dif¬ 
interefted  love  ;  and  as  he  grows  older,- — 
grows  wifciy  and  learns  to  live  more  to  him- 
lelf. 

Let  us  examine.- — —  • 


That  a  longer  knowledge  of  the  world,  and 
fpjme  experience  of  infmeerity, — will  teach 
liim  a  leilbn  of  more  caution  in  the  choice  of 
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friendihips,  and  lefs  forwardnefs  in  the  undif- 
tinguiflied  offers  of  his  Cervices,  is  what  I 
grant.  But  if  he  cools  of  thefe,  does  he  not 
grow  warmer  ftillin  connections  of  a  different 
kind  ?  Follow  him,  I  pray  you,  into  the  next 
Rage  of  life,  where  he  has  entered  into  en¬ 
gagements,  and  appears  as  the  father  of  a  fa¬ 
mily,  and  you  will  fee  the  paffion  Rill  re¬ 
mains, — the  fiream  feme  what  more  confined, 
— but  runs  the  ftronger  for  it : — the  fame  be- 
nevolence  of  heart,  altered  only  in  its  courfe, 
and  the  difference  of  objects  towards  which 
it  tends.  Take  a  Ihort  view  of  him  in  this 
light,  as  acting  under  the  many  tender  claims 
which  that  relation  lays  upon  him, — fpend- 
ing  many  weary  days  and  fleeplefs  nights, 
— utterly  forgetful  of  himfelf,  intent  only  up¬ 
on  his  family,  and  with  an  anxious  heart 
contriving  and  labouring  to  preferve  it  from 
diftrefs,  againR  that  hour  when  he  (hall  be 
taken  from  its  protection.  Does  luch  a  one 
live  to  himfelf? — He  who  rifes  early,  late 
takes  reR,  and  eats  the  bread  of  carefuljiefs, 


to  fave  others  the  forrow  of  doing  fo  after 
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him  :  Does  Rich  a  one  live  only  to  himfelf? 
— Ye,  who  are  parents,  anfwer  this  queRion 
for  him.  How  oft  have  ye  faerificed  your 
health, — your  eafe, — -your  pleafures, — nay, 
the  very  comforts  of  your  lives,  for  the  fake 
of  your  children !— How  many  indulgences 
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difficulties  have  ye  cheerfully  undergone  for 
them  !— In  their  ficknefs,  or  reports  of  their 
mifcondj^Ci,  how  have  ye  gone  on  your  ivaj 

h  2 


forrowing ! 


rod 


SERMON  TIL 


forrowing  !  What  alarms  within  you,  when 
fancy  forebodes  but  imaginary  misfortunes 
hanging  over  them  ! — but  when  real  ones 
have  overtaken  them,  and  mifehief  befallen 
them  in  the  way  in  which  they  have  gone, 
how  fhtirper  than  a  fword  have  ye  felt  the 
workings  of  parental  kindnefs  !  In  whatever 
period  of  human  life  we  look  for  proofs  of 
felfifhnefs,— let  us  not  feek  them  in  this  re¬ 
lation  of  a  parent,  whole  whole  life,  when 
truly  known,  is  often  little  die  but  a.fuccef- 
fion  of  cares,  heart-aches,  and  difquieting 
apprehenlions, —enough  to  fhew  that  he  is 
'but  an  inltrument  in  the  hands  of  God  to 
provide  for  the  well-being  of  others,  to  ferve 
their  intereft  as  well  as  his  own. 

If  you  try  the  truth  of  this  reafoning  upon 
every  other  part  or  fituation  of  the  fame  life, 
you  will  find  it  holds  good  in  one  degree  or 
other.  Take  a  view  of  it  out  of  thefe  defer 
connections,  both  of  a  friend  and  parent:— 
confider  him  for  a  moment  under  that  natural 
alliance  in  which  even  a  heathen  poet  has 
placed  him;  namely,  that  of  a  man; — and  as 
fuel),  to  his  honour,  as  one  incapable  of  Hand¬ 
ing  unconcerned  in  whatever  concerns  his  fel¬ 
low-creatures. — Companion  has  fo  great  a 
ihare  in  our  nature,  and  the  miferies  of  this 
world  are  fo  conllant  an  exevcife  of  it,  as  to 
leave  it  in  no  one’s  power,  who  deferves  the 
name  of  man,  in  this  refpect, — -to  live  to 
liimfelf. 

He  cannot  flop  his  earsagainft  the  cries  of 
the  unfortunate. — The  fad  ftory  of  the  fa- 
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tlierlels,  and  him  that  has  no  helper,  muft  be 
heard. — “  The  lbrrowful  fighing  of  the  pri- 
“  loiier  will  come  before  him  /’  and  a  thou- 
find  other  untold  cafes  of  diftrefs  to  which 
the  life  of  man  is  fubjeef,  find  a  way  to  his 
heart,  let  intereft  guide  the  paflage  as  it  will. 
— 6  If  he  has  this  world's  goods,  and  feeth 
4  his  brother  have  need,  he  will  not  be  able  to 
*  lluil  up  his  bowels  of  companion  from  him/ 

Let  any  man  of  common  humanity  look 
haok  upon  his  own  life  as  fubjected  to  thefe 
itrong  claims,  and  recollect  the  influence  they 
have  had  upon  him.  How  oft  the  mere  irm 
pulfes  of  generofity  and  companion  have  led 
him  out  of  his  way ! — In  how  many  ahts  of 
charity  and  kinduels  his  fellow-feeling  for 
others  has  made  him  forget  himfclf! — In 
neighbourly  offices,  how  oft  he  has  abted 
againit  all  eonfideratjons  of  profits,  convex 
nience,  nay  fometiines  even  of  juftice  itfelf! 
--Let  him  add  to  this  account,  how  much, 
in  the  progrefs  of  his  life,  has  been  given  up 
even  to  the  lefier  obligations  of  civility  and 
good  manners  ! — What  reftraints  they  have 
laid  him  under !  How  large  a  portion  of  his 
time, — how  much  of  his  inclination  and  the 
plan  of  life  he  ffiould  moft  have  wiflied,  has 
from  time  to  time  been  made  a  facrifice  to 
his  good-nature,  and  difinclination  to  give 
pain  or  difguft  to  others  ! 

Whoever  takes  a  view  of  the  life  of  man 
in  this  glafs  wherein  I  have  ffiewii  it,  will 
find  it  fo  befet  and  hemmed  in  with  obliga- 
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tions  of  one  kind  or  other,  as  to  leave  little 
room  to  fufpedt  that  man  can  live  to  himlelf : 
and  fo  clofely  has  our  Creator  linked  us  to¬ 
gether,  as  well  as  all  other  parts  of  his  works* 
for  the  prefervation  of  that  harmony  in  the 
frame  and  fyftem  of  things  which  his  wifdorn 
has  at  firft  eftablifhed, — that  we  find  this 
bond  of  mutual  dependence,  howev.er  relaxed, 
is  too  ftrong  to  be  broke :  and  I  believe* 
that  the  moftfelfifh  men  find  it  is  fo,  and  that 
they  cannot,  in  faff,  live  fo  much  to  them- 
felves  as  the  narrownefs  of  their  own  hearts 
inclines  them.  If  thefe  reflections  are  juft 
upon  the  moral  relations  in  which  we  ftand 
to  each  other,  let  us  elofe  the  examination 
with  a  fliort  reflection  upon  the  great  relation 
in  which  we  ftand  to  God. 

The  firft  and  more  natural  thought  on  this 
fubject,  which  atone  time  or  other  will  thruft; 
itfelf  upon  every  man  s  mind,  is  this, — That 
there  is  a  God  who  made  me, — to  whofe  gift 
I  owe  all  the  powers  and  faculties  of  my  foul* 
to  whofe  providence  I  owe  all  the  bleffings  of 
my  life,  and  by  whofe  permiflion  it  is  that  I 
exercife  and  enjoy  them  ;  that  I  am  placed 
in  this  world  as  a  creature  of  but  a  day, 

c/  7 

flattening  to  the  place  from  whence  I  fhali 
not  return: — that  I  am  accountable  for  my 
conduc'd  and  behaviour  to  this  great  and 
wifeft  of  Beings,  before  whofe  judgment-feat 
I  muft  finally  appear  and  receive  the  things 
done  in  my  body,- — whether  they  are  good  or 
whether  they  arc  bad. 

Can 


SERMON  VII. 


103 


Can  any  one  doubt  but  the  moft  inconfi- 
derate  of  men  foinetimes  lit  down  coolly,  and 
make  feme  fuch  plain  reflections  as  theie  up¬ 
on  their  ftate  and  condition  ? — or,  that  after 
they  have  made  them,  can  one  imagine  they 
lofe  all  effect  ? — As  little  appearance  as  there 
is  of  religion  in  the  world,  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  its  influence  felt  in  its  affairs ; — -nor  can 
one  fo  root  out  the  principles  of  it,  but  like 
nature  they  will  return  again,  and  give  checks 
and  interruptions  to  guilty  purfuits.  There 
are  feafons  when  the  thoughts  of  a  juft  God 


Overlooking,  and  the  terror  of  an  after-reckon¬ 
ing,  have  made  the  moft  determined  tremble 
and  flop  fhort  in  the  execution  of  a  wicked 
purpofe  ;  and  if  we  conceive  that  the  worli 
of  men  lay  fome  reftraint  upon  themfejves 
from  the  weight  of  this  principle,  what  ihall 
we  think  of  the  good  and  virtuous  part  of  the 
world,  who  live  under  the  perpetual  influence 
of  it, — who  facrifice  their  appetites  and  paf- 
lions  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  their  duty  to 
God  ;  and  confider  him  as  the  objeCt  to 
whom  they  have  dedicated  their  fervice,  and 
make  that  the  firft  principle  and  ultimate 
end  of  all  their  actions  ?  —  IIow  many 
real  and  unaffected  inftances  there  are  in  the 


world  of  men  thus  governed,  will  not  concern, 
us  fo  much  to  enquire,  as  to  take  care  that 
we  are  of  the  number  :  which  may  God  gran  ft 
for  the  fake  of  Jefus  Chrift.  Amen. 
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I  returned  and  faw,  under  the  fun,  that  the  race*  is  not  to  the  fwift, 
— nor  the  battle  to  the  ftrong, — neither  yet  bread  to  the  wife,  nor^ 
yet  riches  to  men  of  underftanding,  nor  yet  favour  to  men  of  ikiS, 
-—but  time  and  chance  .happeneth  to  them  all. 

When  a  man  calls  a  look  upon  this  me¬ 
lancholy  defcription  of  the  world,  and  fees* 
contrary  to  all  his  gueffes  and  expectations, 
what  different  fates  attend  the  lives  of  men, 
— how  oft  it  happens  in  the  world  that  there 
is  not  even  bread  to  the  wife,  nor  riches  to 
men  of  underftanding.  See.— he  is  apt  to 
conclude,  with  a  figh  upon  it,— in  the  words, 
tho5  not  in  the  fenfe  of  the  wife  man.  That 
time  and  chance  happeneth  to  them  all. — ' 
That  time  and  chance,— apt  feafons  and  fit 
conjunctures,  have  the  greatefi  fway  in  the 
turns  and  difpofals  of  mens’  fortunes  j-^and 
that,  as  thefe  lucky  hits  (as  they  are  called) 
happen  to  be  for  or  againft  a  man,— they 
either  open  the  way  to  his  advancement 
againft  all  obftacles,— or  block  it  up  againft 
all  helps  and  attempts.  That,  as  the  text 
intimates,  neither  wifdont ,  nor  underjianding> 
nor  J Trill ,  fhall  be  able  to  furmount  them. 

However  widely  we  may  differ  in  our  rea- 
foldings  upon  this  obfervation  of  Solomon's, 
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the  authority  of  the  obfervation  is  ftrong  be¬ 
yond  doubt,  and  the  evidence  given  of  it  in 
all  ages  fo  alternately  confirmed  by  examples 
and  complaints,  as  to  leave  the  fact  itfelf  un- 
queftionable. — That  things  are  carried  on  in 
this  world  fometimes  fo  contrary  to  all  our 
reafonings,  and  the  feeming  probabilities  of 
fuccefs, — that  even  the  race  is  not  to  the 
fwift,  nor  the  battle  to  the  ftrong; — nay* 
what  is  ftranger  ftill, — nor  yet  bread  to  the 
wife,  who  fhould  laft  ftand  in  want  of  it; — 
nor  yet  riches  to  men  of  underftanding,  who 
you  would  think  belt  qualified  to  acquire 
them; — nor  yet  favour  to  men  of  flail,  whofe 
merit  and  pretences  bid  the  faireft  for  it;— but 
that  there  are  fomc  fecret  and  unfeen  work¬ 
ings  in  human  affairs,  which  baffle  all  our  en¬ 
deavours, — and  turn  afidethe  courle  of  things 
in  fuch  a  manner, — that  the  moft  likely  caufes 
difappoint  and  fail  of  producing  for  us  the 
efieCi  which  we  wilhed  and  naturally  expected 
from  them. 

You  will  fee  a  man,  of  whom  was  you  to 
form  a  conjecture  from  the  appearance  of 
things  in  his  favour,— you  would  fay  was  let¬ 
ting  out  in  the  world  with  the  faireft  profpeCt 
of  making  his  fortune  in  it; — with  all  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  birth  to  recommend  him, — of 
perfonal  merit  to  fpeak  for  him, — and  of 
friends  to  help  and  pufh  him  forwards:  you 
will  behold  him,  notwithftanding  this,  disap¬ 
pointed  in  every  effeCt  you  might  naturally 
have  looked  for  from  them!  every  itep  he 
takes  towards  his  advancement,  Ibmething 
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invifible  fhall  pull  him  back,  fome  unforefeen 
obftacle  fliall  rile  up  perpetually  in  his  way, 
and  keep  him  there. — In  every  application 
he  makes, — fome  untoward  circumftanee  fliall 
blaft  it. — He  fhall  rife  early, — late  take  reft, 
■ — and  eat  the  bread  of  carefulnefs,— yet  fome 
happier  man  fhall  foil  rife  up,  and  ever  ftep 
in  before  him,  and  leave  him  ltruggling,  to 
the  end  of  his  life,  in  the  very  fame  place  in 
which  he  firlt  began  it. 

The  hiftory  of  a  fecond  fliall,  in  all  re¬ 
flects,  be  the  contrail  to  this.  He  fliall  come 
into  the  world  with  the  molt  unpromifmg  ap¬ 
pearance,— fliall  fet  forwards  without  fortune, 
without  friends,— without  talents  to  procure 
him  either  the  one  or  the  other; — never- 
thelefs,  you  will  fee  this  clouded  profpeit 
brighten  up  infenfibly,  unaccountably  before 
him;  every  thing  prefented  in  his  way  fliall 
turn  out  beyond  his  expectations ; — in  fpite 
of  that  chain  of  unfurmouiitable  difficulties 
w  hich  firlt  threatened  him, — time  and  chance 
fliall  open  him  a  way ; — a  feries  of  fuccefsful 
occurrences  fliall  lead  him  by  the  hand  to  the 
fummit  of  honour  and  fortune,  and,  in  a 
word,  without  giving  him  the  pains  of  think-* 
ing,  or  the  credit  of  projecting  it,  fliall  place 
him  in  fafe  polfeliioii  of  all  that  ambition 
could  wifti  for. 

The  hiftories  of  the  lives  and  fortunes  of 
men  are  full  of  inftances  of  this  nature, — - 
where  favourable  times  and  lucky  accidents 
have  done  for  them  what  wifdom  or  fkill 
could  not :  and  there  is  fcarce  any  one  who 
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Iras  lived  long  in  the  world,  who,  upon  look- 
ins:  backwards,  will  not  dilcover  fuch  a  mix- 
ture  of  thefe  in  the  many  fuccefsful  turns 
which  have  happened  in  this  life,  as  to  leave 
him  very  little  reafon  to  difpute  againtt  the 
fact,  and,  I  fhould  hope,  as  little  upon  the 
conclufions  to  be  drawn  from  it. 

Some,  indeed,  from  a  fuperficial  view  of 
this  reprefentation  of  things,  have  atheiftically 
inferred, — that  becaufe  there  was  fo  much  of 
lottery  in  this  life, — and  mere  cafualty  feemed 
to  have  fuch  a  fhare  in  the  difpofal  of  our  af¬ 
fairs, — that  the  providence  of  God  flood  neu¬ 
ter  and  unconcerned  in  their  feveral  workings, 
leaving  them  to  the  mercy  of  time  and  chance 
to  be  furthered  or  difappointed  as  fuch  blind 
agents  directed  ; — whereas,  in  truth,  the  very 
oppoflte  concluflon  follows  :  for,  conlider, — - 
if  a  fuperior  intelligent  Power  did  not  fome- 
times  crofs  and  over-rule  events  in  this  world, 
— then  our  policies  and  defigns  in  it  would 
always  anfwer  according  to  the  wifdom  and 
Aratagem  in  which  they  were  laid,  and  every 
caufe,  in  the  courfe  of  things,  would  produce 
its  natural  eflfeft  without  variation.  Now,  as 
this  is  not  the  cafe,  it  neeeflarily  follows, 
from  Solomon's  reafoning,  that,  if  the  race  is 
not  to  the  fwift,  if  knowledge  and  learning;  do 
not  always  fecure  men  from  want, — nor  care 
and  induftry  always  make  men  rich,— nor  art 
and  ikill  infallibly  make  men  high  in  the 
world,  that  there  is  tome  other  caufe  which 
mingles  itfelf  in  human  affairs,  and  governs 
and  turns  them  as  it  pleafes;  which  caule  can 

be 
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be  no  other  than  the  Firft  Caufe  of  all  things, 
and  the  fecret  and  over-ruling  providence  of 
that  Almighty  God,  who,  though  his  dwelling 
is  fo  high,  yet  lie  humbleth  himfelf  to  behold 
the  things  that  are  done  on  earth,  railing  up 
the  poor  out  of  the  drift,  and  lifting  the  beggar 
from  the  dunghill;  and,  contrary  to  all  hopes, 
putting  him  with  princes,  even  with  the 
princes  of  his  people  ;  which,  by  the  way,  was 
the  cafe  of  David,  who  makes  the  acknow¬ 
ledgment.— And,  no  doubt, — one  reafon 
why  God  has  felected  to  his  own  difpofal  fo 
many  inftances  as  this,  where  events  have  run 
counter  to  all  probabilities, — was  to  give  tef- 
timony  to  his  providence  in  governing  the 
world,  and  to  engage  us  to  a  consideration  and 
dependence  upon  it,  for  the  event  and  fuccefs 
of  our  undertakings*.  For  undoubtedly, — 
as  1  faid,  it  fhould  feem  but  fuitable  to  na¬ 
ture's  laws,  that  the  race  fhould  ever  be  to 
the  fwift,— and  the  battle  to  the  ftrong; — 
it  is  reafonable  that  the  bell  contrivances  and 
means  fhould  have  bell  fuccefs  ; — and  lince  it 
often  falls  out  otherwife  in  the  cafe  of  man, 
where  the  wifeft  projects  are  overthrown, — 
and  the  moll  hopeful  means  are  blalted,  and 
time  and  chance  happen  to  all, — -you  muft  call 
on  the  Deity  to  untie  this  knot: — for  though 
at  fundry  times, — fun  dry  events  fall  out, — * 
which  we,  who  look  no  farther  than  the 
events  themfelves,  call  Chance,  becaule  they 
fall  out  quite  contrary  both  to  our  intentions 

*  Vide  Tillotfon’s  Sermon  on  this  fubjeft. 
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and  our  hopes,— yet  at  the  fame  time,  in 
refpe&  of  God’s  providence  over-ruling  in 
thefe  events,  it  were  profane  to  call  them 
chance,  for  they  are  pure  defighation ;  and 
though  invifible,  are  (till  the  regular  difpenfa- 
tions  of  the  fupcrintending  power  of  that  Al¬ 
mighty  Being  from  whom  ail  the  laws  and 
powers  of  nature  are  derived ;  who,  as  he  has 
appointed, — fo  holds  them  as  inftruments  in 
his  hand  :  and,  without  invading  the  liberty 
and  free  will  of  his  creatures,  can  turn  the 
paffions  and  deiires  of  their  hearts  to  fulfil  his 
own  righteoulhefs,  and  work  fuch  effects  in 

O  y 

human  affairs,  which  to  us  leein  merely  cafual, 
- — but  to  him  certain  and  determined;  and 
what  his  infinite  wifdom  fees  neceffary  to  be 
brought  about  for  the  government  and  prefer- 
vation  of  the  world,  over  which  Providence 
perpetually  prelides. 

When  the  Ions  of  Jacob  had  call  their 
brother  Joieph  into  the  pit  for  his  deftruftion, 
— one  would  think,  if  ever  any  incident  which 
concerned  the  life  of  man  deferved  to  be 
called  Chance,  it  was  this.— That  the  com¬ 
pany  of  the  Ifhmaelites  lliould  happen  to  pafs 
by,  in  that  open  country,  at  that  very  place, 
at  that  time  too,  when  this  barbarity  was  com¬ 
mitted.  After  he  was  refcued  by  fo  favour¬ 
able  a  contingency, — his  life  and  future  for¬ 
tune  Hill  depended  upon  a  feries  of  contin¬ 
gencies  equally  improbable ;  for  inftanee,  had 
the  bufinefs  of  the  Ilhmaelites  who  bought 
him,  carried  them  from  Gilead  to  any  other 
part  of  the  world  befides  Egypt:  or,  when  they 
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arrived  there,  had  they  fold  their  bond-flare 
to  any  other  man  but  Potiphar,  throughout 
the  whole  empire; — or,  after  that  difpofal, 
had  the  unjuft  accufations  of  his  matter's  wife 
caft  the  youth  into  any  other  dungeon  than 
that  where  the  king's  prifoners  were  kept 
or  had  it  fallen  out  at  any  other  crilis  than 
when  Pharaoh's  chief  bu tier  was  caft  there  too, 
— had  this,  or  any  other  of  thefe  events  fallen 
out  otherwile  than  it  did,— a  feries  of  un¬ 
merited' misfortunes  had  overwhelmed  him,— 
and  in  confequence,  the  whole  land  of  Egypt 
and  Canaan.  Prom  the  firft  opening  to  the 
conclufion  of  this  long  and  interefting  Irani- 
action,  the  Providence  of  God  fathered  every 
thing  to  take  its  courfe: — -the  malice  and 
cruelty  of  Jofeph's  brethren  wrought  their 
worft  mifehief  againft  him;  banilhed  him 
from  his  country  and  the  protection  of  his 
parent. — The  luft  and  bafenefs  of  a  difap- 
pointed  woman  funk  him  ttill  deeper; — * 
loaded  hi&  character  with  an  unjuft  reproach  ; 
—and,  to  complete  his  ruin,  doomed  him, 
triendlefs,  to  the  miferies  of  a  hopelefs  prifon, 
wh ere  he  lay  n egleCted .  Pro vid fence,  though 
it  did  not.  crofs  thefe  events,— vet  Providence 
bent  them  to  the  molt  merciful  end s.  \V  hen 
the  whole  drama  was  opened,  then  the  wifdoin 
•and  contrivance  of  every  part  of  it  was  dis¬ 
played.  ,/fhen  it  appeared,  it  was  not  they 
(as  the  patriarch  inferred  in  confolation  of  his 
brethren)  it  was  not  they  that  fold  him,  but 
•God;— ,'twas  lie  lent  him  thither  before 
them ; — his  fuperintending  power  availed  it- 
:  :  '  fel'f 
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felf  of  their  paflions, — directed  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  them,  held  the  chain  in  his  hand,  and 
turned  and  wound  it  to  his  own  purpofe.  64  Ye 
44  verily  thought  evil  againil  me, — but  God 
44  meant  it  for  good  — -4  ye  had  the  guilt  of  a 
4  bad  intention,— his  providence  the  glory  of 
4  accomplifhing  a  good  one,  by  preferring 
44  you  a  pofterity  upon  the  earth,  and  bring- 
44  ing  to  pals  as  it  is  this  day,  to  lave  much 
44  people  alive.” — All  hiftory  is  full  of  luch 
teliimonies;  which,  tho’  they  may  convince 
thofe  who  look  no  deeper  than  the  furface  of 
things,  that  time  and  chance  happen  to  all,- — 
yet  to  thofe  who  look  deeper,  they  manifeft 
at  the  fame  time,  that  there  is  a  hand  much 
bufier  in  human  affairs  than  what  we  vainly 
calculate ;  which  though  the  projectors  of  this 
world  overlook, — or  at  leaft  make  no  allow* 
ance  for  in  the  formation  of  their  plans,  they 
generally  find  in  the  execution  of  them.  And 
though  the  fatalift  may  urge,  that  every  event 
in  this  life  is  brought  about  by  the  miniftry 
and  chain  of  natural  caufes,- — yet,  in  anfwer, 
let  him  go  one  itep  higher,— and  conlider,— 
whole  power,  it  is  that  enables  thefe  caufes* 
to  work;— whofe  knowledge  it  is  that  fore¬ 
lees  what  will  be  their  effects; — whole  good- 
nefs  it  is  that  is  invifibly  conducting  them 
forwards  to  the  belt  and  greateft  ends,  for  the 
happineis  of  his  creatures. 

So  that,  as  a  great  reafoner  juftly  diftin- 
guifhes  upon  this  point, — 4  It  is  not  only  re¬ 
ft  and 
,  that 
the 
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4  thefcripture  tells  us,  that  God  commandeth  t he 

*  ravens;— that  they  are  his  directions  which 
4  the  winds  and  the  feas  obey,  If  his  fervant 
6  hides  himfelf  by  the  brook,  fuch  an  order 
4  of  caufts  and  effects  fliall  be  laid, — -that  the 
8  fowls  of  the  air  fliall  minifter  to  his  fupport. 

*  When  this  refource  fails,  and  his  prophet  rs 
4  directed  to  go  to  Zarephath,— for  that  he 
4  has  commanded  a  widow  woman  there  to 
-  futtain  him,— the  fame  hand  which  leads  the 
®  prophet  to  the  gate  of  the  city,— fliall  lead 
4  forth  the  diftreffed  widow  to  the  fame  place* 
4  to  take  him  under  her  roof;  and  though, 

4  upon  the  impulfe  of  a  different  occafion, 

4  fliall  neverthelefs  be  made  to  fulfil  his  pro- 
6  mife  and  intention  of  their  mutual  prc~ 

4  fervation/ 

*  Thus  much  for  the  truth  and  illuftration  of 
this  great  and  fundamental  doCtrine  of  a  Pro¬ 
vidence;  the  belief  of  which  is  of  fuch  con* 
fequence  to  us,  as  to  be  the  great  fupport  and 
comfort  of  our  lives. 

Juftly,  therefore,  might  the  Ffalmift  upon 
this  declaration,  that  the  Lord  is  King, — con¬ 
clude,  That  the  earth  may  be  glad  therefore ; 
■yea,  the  multitude  of  the  ifles  may  be  glad 
'thereof. 

May  God  grant  the  perfuafion  may  make 
tis  as  virtuous  as  it  has  reafon  to  make  us  joy¬ 
ful  !  and  that  it  may  bring  forth  in  us  the 
'fruits  of  good  living,  to  his  praife  and  glory  ! 
—to  whom  be  all  might,  majefty,  and  domi¬ 
nion,  now  and  for  evermore!  Amen, 
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THE  CHARACTER  OF  HEROD*. 

MAT.  1 1.  17,  18. 

Then  was  fulfilled  that  which  was  fpoken  by  Jeremy  the  prophet, 
faying, — In  Rama  was  there  a  voice  heard,  lamentation,  and 
weeping,  and  great  mourning  ;  Rachel  weeping  for  her  children, 
and  would  not  be  comforted,  becaufe  they  are  not. 

The  words  which  St.  Matthew  cites  here 
as  fulfilled  by  the  cruelty  and  ambition  of 
Herod,—  are  in  the  31ft  chapter  of  Jeremiah, 
the  15th  verfe.  In  the  foregoing  chapter,  the 
prophet  having  declared  God's  intention  of 
turning  the  mourning  of  his  people  into  joy, 
by  the  reft  oration  of  the  tribes  which  had 
been  led  away  captive  into  Babylon, — he  pro¬ 
ceeds,  in  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  which 
contains  this  prophecy,  to  give  a  more  parti¬ 
cular  defeription  of  the  great  joy  and  feftivity 
of  that  promifed  day,  when  they  were  to  re¬ 
turn  once  more  to  their  own  land,  to  enter 
upon  their  ancient  pofteflions,  and  enjoy 
again  all  the  privileges  they  had  loft;  and 
amongft  others,  and  what  was  above  them  all, 
— the  favour  and  protection  of  God,  and  the 
con  tinuation  of  his  mercies  to  them  and  their 
pofterity. 

To  make,  therefore,  the  impreflion  of  this 
change  the  ltronger  upon  their  minds, — he 

*  Preached  on  Innocents  Day. 
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gives  a  very  pathetic  reprefentation  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  forrow  on  that  day  when  they  were 
firft  led  away  captive. 

Thus  faith  the  Lord,  a  voice  was  heard  in 
Rama;  lamentation  and  bitter  weeping :  Ra¬ 
chel  weeping  for  her  children,  refilling  to  be 
comforted,  becaufe  they  were  not. 

To  enter  into  the  full  fenfe  and  beauty  of 
this  defcription,  it  is  to  be  remembered  that 
the  tomb  of  Rachel,  Jacob's  beloved  wife,  as 
we  read  in  the  35th  of  Genefis,  was  fituated 
near  Rama,  and  betwixt  that  place  and  Beth¬ 
lehem.  Upon  which  circumftance  the  pro¬ 
phet  raifes  one  of  the  moft  affecting  fcenes 
that  could  be  conceived;  for  as  the  tribes  in 
their  forrowful  journey  betwixt  Rama  and 
Bethlehem,  in  their  way  to  Babylon,  were 
fuppofed  to  pafs  by  this  monumental  pillar  of 
their  anceftor  Rachel,  Jacob's  wife,  the  pro¬ 
phet,  by  a  common  liberty  in  rhetoric,  intro¬ 
duces  her  as  riling  up  out  of  her  fepulchre, 
and  as  the  common  mother  of  two  of  their 
tribes,  weeping  for  her  children,  bewailing 
the  fad  cataftrophe  of  her  pofterity  led  awray 
into  a  ftrange  land, — refilling  to  be  com¬ 
forted,  becaufe  they  were  not; — loft  and  cut 
off  from  their  country,  and,  in  all  likelihood, 
never  to  be  reftored  back  to  her  again. 

The  Jewifh  interpreters  fay  upon  this,  that 
the  patriarch  Jacob  buried  Rachel  in  this 
very  place,  forefeeing  by  the  fpirit  of  pro¬ 
phecy,  that  his  pofterity  fliould  that  way  be 
led  captive,  that  the  might,  as  they  paffed 
her,  intercede  for  them. 

But 
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But  this  fanciful  fuperftrudture  upon  the 
p ullage,  feems  to  be  little  elfe  than  a  mere 
dream  of  fome  of  the  Jewifh  doctors ;  and 
indeed  had  they  not  dreamt  it  when  they  did, 
'tis  great  odds,  but  fome  of  the  Romilh 
dreamers  would  have  hit  upon  it  before  now. 
For  as  it  favours  the  dodtrine  of  interceffions, 
— if  there  had  not  been  undeniable  vouchers 
for  the  real  inventors  of  the  conceit,  one 
fliould  much  fooner  have  fought  for  it  among 
the  oral  traditions  of  this  church,  than  in  the 
Talmud, — where  it  is. 

But  this  by  the  bye.  There  is  Bill  another 
interpretation  of  the  Words  here  cited  by 
St.  Matthew,  which  altogether  excludes  this 
fcenical  reprefen tation  I  have  given  of  them. 
— By  which  ’tis  thought  that  the  lamentation 
of  Rachel  here  defcribed,  has  no  immediate 
reference  to  Rachel,  Jacob's  wife,  but  that  it 
limply  alludes  to  the  forrows  of  her  defcend- 
ants,  the  diltreffed  mothers  of  the  tribes  of 
Benjamin  and  Ephraim,  who  might  accom¬ 
pany  their  children  led  into  captivity  as  far 
as  Rama,  in  their  way  to  Babylon,  who  wept 
and  wailed  upon  this  fad  occafion,  and,  as  the 
prophet  defcribes  them  in  the  perfon  of  Ra¬ 
chel,  refufniff  to  be  comforted  for  the  lofs  of 
her  children;  looking  upon  their  departure 
without  hope  or  prolpect  of  ever  beholding  a 
return. 

Whichever  of  the  two  fenfes  3rou  give  the 
words  of  the  prophet,  the  application  of  them 
by  the  evangelift  is  equally  juft  and  faithful; 
for  as  the  former  fcene  he  relates  was  tranf- 
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aCted  upon  the  very  fame  ftage, — in  the  fame 
diftriCt  of  Bethlehem,  near  Rama,  where  fo 
many  mothers  of  the  fame  tribe  now  fullered 
this  fecond  moft  affecting  blow, — the  words 
of  Jeremiah,  as  the  evangelift  obferves,  were 
literally  accomplifhed;  and,  no  doubt,  in 
that  horrid  day,  a  voice  was  heard  again  in 
Rama;  lamentation  and  bitter  weeping:— 
Rachel  weeping  for  her  children,  and  refuting 
to  be  comforted ; — every  Bethlehemitifh 
mother  involved  in  this  calamity,  beholding 
it  with  hopelefs  borrow, — gave  vent  to  it, — 
each  one  bewailing  her  children,  and  lament¬ 
ing  the  hardnefs  of  their  lot,  with  the  anguifli 
of  a  heart  as  incapable  of  confolation  as  they 
were  of  redrefs.  Monfter! — could  no  con- 
fideration  of  all  this  tender  borrow  ftay  thy 
hands?- — Could  no  reflection  upon  fo  much 
bitter  lamentation,  throughout  the  coalts  of 
Bethlehem,  interpole  and  plead  in  behalf  of 
fo  many  wretched  objects  as  this  tragedy 
would  make? — Was  there  no  way  open  to 
ambition,  but  that  thou  muft  trample  upon 
the  affections  of  nature  ?  Could  no  pity  for 
the  innocence  of  childhood, — no  fympathy 
for  the  yearnings  of  parental  love,  incline 
thee  to  fome  other  meafures  for  thy  fecurity, 
—but  thou  muft  thus  pitilefsly  rulli  in, — -take 
the  victim  by  violence, — tear  it  from  the  em¬ 
braces  of  the  mother, — offer  it  up  before  her 
eyes, — leave  her  dilconfolate  for  ever, — 
broken-hearted  with  a  lofs, — fo 'affecting  in 
itfelf, — fo  circumftanced  with  horror,  that 
no  time,  how  friendly  foever  to  the  mourn¬ 
ful. 


SERMON  IX. 


1 17 

ful, — fhould  ever  be  able  to  wear  out  the 
imprellion  ? 

There  is  nothing  in  which  the  mind  of  man 
is  more  divided  than  in  accounts  of  this  horrid 
nature. — For  when  we  conhder  man  as 
fafhioned  by  his  Maker, — innocent  and  up¬ 
right, — full  of  the  tendereft  difpofitions, — 
with  a  heart  inclining  him  to  kindnefs,  and 
the  love  and  protection  of  his  fpecies, — this 
idea  of  him  would  almoft  ihake  the  credit  of 
fuch  accounts: — fo  that  to  clear  them, — we 
are  forced  to  take  a  fecond  view  of  man, — • 
very  different  from  this  favourable  one,  in 
which  we  infeniibly  reprefent  him  to  our 
imaginations ;  —that  is, — we  are  obliged  to 
conhder  him,— not  as  he  was  made,— but  as 
he  is; — -a  creature  by  the  violence  and  irre¬ 
gularity  of  his  paffions,  capable  of  being  per¬ 
verted  from  all  thefe  friendly  and  benevolent 
propenfities,  and  fometiines  hurried  into  ex- 
ceffes  fo  oppoiite  to  them,  as  to  render  the 
moft  unnatural  and  horrid  accounts  of  what 
he  does  but  too  probable. — -The  truth  of  this 
obfervation  will  be  exemplified  in  the  cafe 
before  us.  For  next  to  the  faith  and  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  hiftorian  who  reports  fuch  facts, 
— the  particular  character  of  the  perfon  who 
committed  them,  is  to  be  confidered  as  a 
voucher  for  their  truth  and  credibility; — and 
if,  upon  enquiry,  it  appears,  that  the  man 
aCted  but  confident  with  himfelf, — and  juft 
fo  you  would  have  expeCted  from  his  prin¬ 
ciples, — -the  credit  of  the  hiftorian  is  reftored, 
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and  the  fadt  related  ftands  inconteftable,  from 
foftrong  and  concurring  an  evidence  on  its  fide. 

With  this  view,  it  may  not  be  an  unaccept¬ 
able  application  of  the  remaining  part  of  a 
difeourfe  upon  this  day,  to  give  you  a  fketch 
of  the  character  of  Herod,— not  as  drawn 
from  Scripture, — for  in  general  it  furniflies 
its  with  few  materials  for  fuel)  deferiptions; — 
the  facred  Scripture  cuts  oft’  in  few  words  the 
hiftory  of  the  ungodly,  how  great  foever 
they  were  in  the  eyes  of  the  world ; — and, 
on  the  other  hand,  dwells  largely  upon  the 
fmalleft  actions  of  the  righteous. — We  find 
all  the  circumftances  of  the  lives  of  Abraham, 
Ifaac,  Jacob,  and  Jofeph,  recorded  in  the  mi¬ 
ll  uteft  manner. — The  wicked  feem  only  men¬ 
tioned  with  regret;  juft  brought  upon  the 
ft  age,  on  purpofe  to  be  condemned.  The 
ufe  and  advantage  of  which  conduCt — is,  I 
fuppofe,  the  reafon, — as  in  general  it  enlarges 
on  no  character  but  what  is  worth}r  of  imi¬ 
tation.  Tis  however  undeniable,  that  the 
lives  of  bad  men  are  not  without  ufe;- — and 
whenever  fuch  a  one  is  drawn,  not  with  a 
corrupt  view  to  be  admired, — but  on  purpofe 
to  be  detefted, — it  muft  excite  fuch  a  horror 
again!!  vice,  as  will  ftrike  indirectly  the  fame 
good  imprefiion.  And  though  it  is  painful  in 
the  laft  degree  to  paint  a  man  in  the  fhades 
which  his  vices  have  caft  upon  him,- — yet 
when  it  ferves  this  end,  and  at  the  lame  time 
illultrates  a  point  in  facred  hiftory, — it  carries 
its  own  excufe  with  it. 
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This  Herod,  therefore,  of  whom  the  evan- 
gelilt  fpeaks,  if  you  take  a  fuperficial  view  of 
his  life,  you  would  fay  was  a  compound  of 
good  and  evil ; — that  though  he  was  certainly 
a  bad  man, — yet  you  would  think  the  mats 
was  tempered  at  the  fame  time  with  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  good  qualities;  fo  that  in  courfe,  as 
is  not  uncommon,  he  would  appear  with  two 
characters,  very  different  from  each  other. 
If  you  looked  on  the  more  favourable  fide, 
you  would  fee  a  man  of  great  addrefs, — 
popular  in  his  behaviour, — generous, — prince¬ 
like  in  his  entertainments  and  expences, — - 
and,  in  a  word,  let  off'  with  all  fuch  virtues 
and  fhowy  properties  as  bid  high  for  the 
countenance  and  approbation  of  the  world. 

View  him  in  another  light,  he  was  an  aim 
bitious,  deligning  man, — fufpicious  of  all  the 
world, — rapacious, — implacable  in  his  tem¬ 
per,-— without  fenfe  of  religion — or  feeling 
of  humanity.-— Now,  in  all  fuch  complex 
characters  as  this, — the  way  the  world  ufually 
judges  is,- — to  fum  up  the  good  and  the  bad 
againft  each  other,— deduCt  the  leffer  of  thefe 
articles  from  the  greater,  and  (as  we  do  in 
palling  other  accounts)  give  credit  to  the 
man  for  what  remains  upon  the  balance. — - 
Now,  though  this  l'eems  a  fair,— yet  I  fear  it 
is  often  a  fallacious  reckoning,- — which,  tho* 
it  may  lerve  in  many  ordinary  cafes  of  private 
life,  yet  will  not  hold  good  in  the  more  noto¬ 
rious  inftances  of  men's  lives,  efpecially  when 
fo  complicated  with  good  and  bad,  as  to  ex¬ 
ceed  all  common  bounds  and  proportions, — 
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Not  to  be  deceived  in  fuch  cafes,  we  muft 
work  by  a  different  rule;  which,  though  it 
may  appear  lefs  candid, — yet,  to  make 
amends,  I  am  perfuaded  will  bring  us  in 
general  much  nearer  to  the  thing  we  want, — 
which  is  truth :  the  way  to  which  is, — in  all 
judgments  of  this  kind,  to  didinguifh  and 
carry  in  your  eye  the  principal  and  ruling 
patfion  which  leads  the  character,— and  fepa- 
rate  that  from  the  other  parts  of  it; — and 
then  take  notice,  how  far  his  other  qualities, 
good  and  bad,  are  brought  to  ferve  and  fup- 
port  that.  For  want  of  this  diftinCtion,  we 
often  think  ourfelves  inconliftent  creatures 
when  we  are  the  fartheft  from  it  ;  and  all  the 
variety  of  fhapes  and  contradictory  appear- 
ances  we  put  on,  are  in  truth  but  fo  many 
different  attempts  to  gratify  the  fame  govern¬ 
ing  appetite. 

With  this  clew,  let  11s  endeavour  to  unravel 
this  character  of  Herod  as  here  given. 

The  firft  thing  which  ftrikes  one  in  it,  is 
Ambition, — an  immoderate  third:,  as  wrell  as 
jealoufy,  of  power. — How  inconlident  foever 
in  other  parts,  his  character  appears  invariable 
in  this, — and  every  aCtion  of  his  life  was  true 
to  it. — From  hence  w^e  may  venture  to  con¬ 
clude,  that  this  was  his  ruling  paffion; — and 
that  mod,  if  not  all  the  other  wheels,  were 
put  in  motion  by  this  drft  fpring.  Now  let 
us  condder  how  far  this  was  the  cafe  in  faCt. 

To  begin  with  the  wrorft  part  of  him,- — I 
faid  he  was  a  man  of  no  fenfe  of  religion,  or 
at  leait  no  other  fenfe  of  it  but  that  which 
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ferved  his  turn  ; — for  he  is  recorded  to  have 
built  temples  in  Judaea,  and  erected  images 
in  them  for  idolatrous  worfhip, — not  from  a 
perfuafion  of  doing  right,  for  he  was  bred  a 
Jew,  and  contequently  taught  to  abhor  all 
idolatry  ; — -but  he  was  in  truth  facrificing  all 
this  time  to  a  greater  idol  of  his  own, — his 
ruling  paffion  ;  for,  if  we  may  truft  Jofephus, 
his  foie  view  in  fo  grofs  a  compliance  was  to 
ingratiate  himfelf  with  Auguftus  and  the 
great  men  of  Rome,  from  whom  he  held  his 
power.— -With  this  he  was  greedy  and  rapa¬ 
cious. — How  could  he  be  otherwife,  with  fo 
devouring  an  appetite  as  ambition  to  provide 
for  ? — -He  was  jealous  in  his  nature,  and  fuf- 
picious  of  all  the  world. — Shew  me  an  ambi¬ 
tious  man  that  is  not  fo  ;  for  as  Inch  a  man's 
hand,  like  Hhniael's,  is  againft;  every  man,- — 
he  concludes,  that  every  man’s  hand  in  courfe 
is  againft  him. 

Few  men  were  ever  guilty  of  more  afto- 
nifhing  a£ts  of  cruelty  ; — and  yet  the  parti¬ 
cular  inftances  of  them  in  Herod  were  fuch 
as  he  was  hurried  into  by  the  alarms  this 
waking  pal-lion  perpetually  gave  him.  He 
put  the  whole  Sanhedrim  to  the  fword, — 
(paring  neither  age,  wifdom,  nor  merit ! — 
One  cannot  fuppofe,  limply  from  an  incli¬ 
nation  to  cruelty  : — no  ; — they  had  oppofed 
the  eftablilhment  of  his  power  at  Jerulalem. 

His  own  tons,  two  hopeful  youths,  he  cut 
oft  by  a  public  execution  ! — The  worft  men 
have  natural  affection  and  fuch  a  ftroke  as 
this  would  run  fo  contrary  to  the  natural 
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workings  of  it,  that  you  are  forced  to  fuppofe 
the  impulfe  of  fome  more  violent  inclination 
to  over-rule  and  conquer  it. — And  fo  it  was.; 
for  the  Jewifli  hiftorian  tells  us,  'twas  jealoufy 
of  power,  his  darling  object, —  of  which  he 
feared  they  would  one  day  or  other  difpofiefs 
him : — fufficient  inducement  to  tranfport  a 
man  of  fuch  a  temper  into  the  hloodieft  ex- 
cedes. 

Thus  dir  this  one  fatal  and  extravagant 
paffion  accounts  for  the  dark  tide  of  Herod's 
character.  This  governing  principle  being 
firfi.  laid  open, — all  his  other  bad  actions  fol¬ 
low  in  courfe,  like  fo  many  lymptomatic  com¬ 
plaints  from  the  fame  difiemper. 

Let  us  fee  if  this  was  not  the  cafe  even  of 
his  virtues  too. 

At  firft  light,  it  feems  a  myltery- — how  a 
man  fo  black  as  Herod  has  been  thus  far  de- 
fcribed, — Ihould  be  able  to  fupport  himfelf 
in  the  favour  and  friendlliip  of  fo  wife  and 
penetrating  a  body  of  men  as  the  Roman  fe- 
nate,  of  whom  he  held  his  power  !  To  coun¬ 
terbalance  the  weight  of  fo  bad  and  detefted 
a  character,- — and  be  able  to  bear  it  up  as 
Herod  did,  one  would  think  he  mult  have 
been  malter  of  fome  great  fecret,  worth  en¬ 
quiring  after. — He  was  fo.  But  that  fecret 
was  no  other  than  what  appears  on  this  re- 
verfe  of  his  character, — He  was  a  perfon  of 
great  addrefs  ; — popular  in  his  outward  be¬ 
haviour. — He  was  generous,  prince-like  in 
his  entertainments  and  expences.  The  world 
was  then  as  corrupt,  at  lealt,  as  now,— and 
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Iierod  underftood  it; — knew  at  what  price 
it  was  to  be  bought, — and  what  qualities 
would  bid  the  higheft  for  its  good  word  and 
approbation. 

And,  in  truth,  he  judged  this  matter  fo  well, 
— that,  notwithftanding  the  general  odium 
and  prepoffeffion  which  arofe  againft  fo  hate¬ 
ful  a  character, — in  fpite  of  all  the  impref- 
lions  from  fo  many  repeated  complaints  of 
his  cruelties  and  oppreffions, — he  yet  Hem¬ 
med  the  torrent ; — and,  by  the  fpecious  dif- 
play  of  thefe  popular  virtues,  bore  himfelf 
up  againft  it  all  his  life  ; — fo  that,  at  length, 
when  he  was  fummoned  to  Rome  to  anlwer 
for  his  crimes, — Jofephus  tells  us, — that  by 
the  mere  magnificence  of  his  expences, — and 
the  apparent  generofity  of  his  behaviour,  he 
entirely  confuted  the  whole  charge ; — and  fo 
ingratiated  himfelf  with  the  Roman  fenate, — • 
and  won  the  heart  of  Auguftus  (as  he  had  that 
of  Anthony  before)  that  he  ever  after  had  his 
favour  and  kindnefs  : — which  I  cannot  men¬ 
tion  without  adding,  that  it  is  an  eternal  ftain 
upon  the  character  and  memory  of  Auguftus, 
that  he  fold  his  countenance  and  protection 
to  fo  bad  a  man,  for  fo  mean  and  bafe  a  con- 
fideration. 

From  this  point  of  view,  if  we  look  back 
upon  Iierod, — his  beft  qualities  will  {brink 
into  little  room  ;  and  how  glittering  foever  in 
appearance,  when  brought  to  this  balance, 
are  found  wanting.  And,  in  truth,  if  we 
would  not  willingly  be  deceived  in  the  value 
pf  any  virtue  or  let  of  virtues  in  fo  complex  a 
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character,— we  mull  call  them  to  this  very 
account;  examine  whom  tliev  ferve,  what 
paffion  and  what  principle  they  have  for 
their  matter.  When  this  is  underftood,  the 
whole  clew  is  unravelled  at  once,  and  the 
character  of  Herod,  as  complicated  as  it  is 
given  us  in  hiftory, — when  thus  analyfed,  is 
fummed  up  in  three  words, — 6  That  he  was 
4  a  man  of  unbounded  ambition,  who  ftuck 
&  at  nothing  to  gratify  it  ;■ — fo  that  not  only 
his  vices  were  minifterial  to  his  ruling  p al¬ 
ii  on,  but  his  virtues  too  (if  they  deferve  the 
name)  were  drawn  in,  and  lifted  into  the 
fame  fervice. 

Thus  much  for  the  character  of  Herod  * — • 
the  critical  review  of  which  has  many  obvious 
ufes,  to  which  I  may  truft  you,  having  time 
but  to  mention  that  particular  one  which 
frrft  led  me  into  this  examination  ; — namely. 
That  all  objections  againft  the  evangelift’s 
account  of  this  day’s  daughter  of  the  Beth- 

lehemitilh  infants, — from  the  incredibility  of 
fo  horrid  an  account, — are  filcnced  by  this 
account  of  the  man ;  fince,  in  this,  he  actted 
but  like  himfelf,  and  juft  fo  as  you  would  ex¬ 
pert  in  the  fame  circiimftances,  from  every 
man  of  fo  ambitious  a  head — and  fo  bad  a 
heart. — Confider,  what  havoc  ambition  has 
made  ! — how  often  the  fame  tragedy  has 
been  acted  upon  larger  theatres, — where  not 
Only  the  innocence  of  childhood, — or  the 
grey  hairs  of  the  aged,  have  found  no  pro¬ 
tection, — but  whole  countries,  without  dif- 
tinCtion,  have  been  put  to  the  fword  !  or, 
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what  is  as  cruel,  have  been  driven  forth  to 
nakcdnefs  and  famine,  to  make  way  for  new 
ones,  under  the  guidance  of  this  paffion. — 
For  a  fpecimen  of  this,  reflect  upon  the  ftory 
related  by  Plutarch  ;  when,  by  the  order  of 
the  Roman  lenate,  feventy  populous  cities 
were  unawares  facked  and  deftroyed,  at  one 
prefixed  hour,  by  P.  iEmilius ; — by  whom 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  unhappy 
people  were  driven  in  one  day  into  captivity, 
— to  be  fold  to  the  higheft  bidder, — to  end 
their  days  in  cruel  labour  and  anguifh  !  As 
aftonifhing  as  the  account  before  us  is,  it  va- 
nifhes  into  nothing  from  fuch  views,  fince  it  is 
plain,  from  all  hiftory,  that  there  is  no  wicked- 
nefs  too  great  for  fo  unbounded  a  caufe,— and 
that  the  moft  horrid  accounts  in  hiftory  are, 
as  I  faid  above,  but  too  probable  effedts  of  it. 

May  God  of  his  mercy  defend  mankind 
from  future  experiments  of  this  kind  ! — and 
grant  we  may  make  a  proper  ufe  of  them, 
for  the  fake  of  Jefus  Chrift  !  Amen. 
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job's  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  SHORTNESS  AND' 
TROUBLES  OF  LIFE  CONSIDERED. 


JOB  XIV.  I,  2. 

Man  that  is  born  of  a  woman,  is  of  few  days,  and  full  of  trouble 
He  cometh  forth  like  a  flower,  and  is  cut  down  :  he  fleeth  alfo 
as  a  fhadow,  and  continueth  not. 


There  is  fomething  in  this  reflection  of 
holy  Job's,  upon  the  fhortnefs  of  life  and  in- 
ftability  of  human  affairs,  fo  beautiful  and 
truly  fublime,  that  one  might  challenge  the 
writings  of  the  moft  celebrated  orators  of  an¬ 
tiquity  to  produce  a  fpecimen  of  eloquence 
fo  noble  and  thoroughly  affecting-  Whether 
this  effect  be  owing  in  fome  meafure  to  the 
pathetic  nature  of  the  fubjeCt  reflected  on  ; 
or  to  the  eaftern  manner  of  expreflion,  in  a 
ftyle  more  exalted  and  fuitable  to  fo  great  a 
fubjeft;  or,  which  is  the  more  likely  account* 
becaufe  they  are  properly  the  words  of  that 
Being  who  firlt  infpired  man  with  language, 
and  taught  his  mouth  to  utter;  who  opened 
the  lips  of  the  dumb,  and  made  the  tongue  of 
the  infant  eloquent ; — to  which  of  thefe  we 
are  to  refer  the  beauty  and  fublimity  of  this, 
as  well  as  that  of  numberlefs  other  paflages 
in  holy  writ,  may  not  feem  now  material ; 
but  furely,  without  thefe  helps  never  man 
was  better  qualified  to  make  juft  and  noble 
reflections  upon  the  fhortnefs  of  life  and  in- 
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ftabilitv  of  human  affairs,  than  Job  was,  who 
had  himfelf  waded  through  fuch  a  fea  of 
troubles,  and  in  his  p adage  had  encountered 
many  viciflitudes  of  fforms  and  funfhine,  and 
by  turns  had  felt  both  the  extremes  of  all  the 
happinefs  and  all  the  wretchednefs  that  mor¬ 
tal  man  is  heir  to. 

The  beginning  of  his  days  was  crowned 
with  every  thing  that  ambition  could  willi 
for; — he  w*as  the  greatelt  of  all  the  men  of 
the  eait, — had  large  and  unbounded  pofleff 
lions,  and  no  doubt  enjoyed  all  the  comforts 
and  advantages  of  life  which  they  could  ad- 
minifter. — Perhaps  you  will  fay  a  wife  man 
might  not  be  inclined  to  give  a  full  loofe  to 
this  kind  of  happinefs,  without  fome  better 
fecurity  for  the  fupport  of  it  than  the  mere 
poffeffion  of  fuch  goods  of  fortune,  which 
often  flip  from  under  us,  and  fometimes  un¬ 
accountably  make  themfelves  wings  and  fly 
away. — But  he  had  that  fecurity  too;— for 
the  hand  of  Providence  which  had  thus  far 
protected,  was  ftill  leading  him  forwards,  and 
feemed  engaged  in  the  prefervation  and  con¬ 
tinuance  of  thefe  bleflings. — God  had  fet  a 
hedge  about  him,  and  about  all  that  he  had 
on  every  lide  ;  he  had  blefled  all  the  works 
of  his  hands,  and  his  fubltance  increafed 
every  day.  Indeed  even  with  this  fecurity, 
riches  to  him  that  hath  neither  child  nor  bro¬ 
ther,  as  the  wife  man  obferves,  inftead  of  a 
comfort,  prove  fometimes  a  fore  travel  and 
vexation. — The  mind  of  man  is  not  always 
fatisfied  with  the  reafonable  afliirance  of  its 
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own  enjoyments,  but  will  look  forwards, 
as  if  it  difcovers  fome  imaginary  void  ;  the 
want  of  fome  beloved  object  to  fill  bis  place 
after  him,  will  often  difquiet  itfelf  in  vain, 
and  fay,  “  For  whom  do  I  labour,  and  be- 
“  reave  myfelfof  reft  ?” 

This  bar  to  his  happinefs  God  had  likewife 
taken  away,  in  bleffing  him  with  a  numerous 
offspring  of  fons  and  daughters,  the  apparent 
inheritors  of  all  his  prefent  happinefs. — Pleaf- 
ing  reflection  !  to  think  the  bleffings  God 
has  indulged  one's  felf  in,  fliall  be  handed  and 
continued  down  to  a  man's  own  feed  !  how 
little  does  this  differ  from  a  fecond  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  them  to  an  affectionate  parent,  wrho 
naturally  looks  fonvard  with  as  ftrong  an  in- 
tereft  upon  his  children,  as  if  he  was  to  live 
over  again  in  his  own  pofterity  ! 

What  could  be  wanting  to  finifh  fuch  a 
picture  of  a  happy  man  ? — Surely  nothing, 
except  a  virtuous  difpofxtion  to  give  a  relifti 
to  thefe  bleffings,  and  direct  him  to  make  a 
proper  ule  of  them. — He  had  that  too ;  for 
he  was  a  perfect  and  upright  man ;  one  that 
feared  God  and  efchewed  evil. 

In  the  midft  of  all  this  profperity,  which  was 
as  great  as  could  well  fall  to  the  fhare  of  one 
man  ; — whilft  all  the  world  looked  gay,  and 
fmiled  upon  him,  and  every  thing  round  him 
feemedto  promife,  if  poffible,  an  increafe  of 
happinefs, — in  one  inltant  all  is  changed  in¬ 
to  forrow  and  utter  defpair  ! 

It  pleafed  God,  for  wife  purpofes,  to  blaft 
the  fortunes  of  his  houfe,  and  cut  off  the 
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hopes  of  his  pofterity,  and,  in  one  mournful 
day,  to  bring  this  great  prince  from  his  palace 
down  to  the  dunghill.  Ilis  flocks  and  herds, 
in  which  conlifted  the  abundance  of  his 
wealth,  were  part  conlumed  by  a  fire  from 
heaven ;  the  remainder  taken  away  by  the 
fword  of  the  enemy :  his  foils  and  daughters, 
whom  'tis  natural  to  imagine  fo  good  a  man 
had  fo  brought  up  in  a  fenfe  of  their  duty,  as 
to  give  him  all  reafonable  hopes  of  much  joy 
and  pleafure  in  their  future  lives  natural 
profpe6t  for  a  parent  to  look  forwards  at,  to 
recompenfe  him  for  the  many  cares  and 
anxieties  which  their  infancy  had  cofl  him  ! 
thefe  dear  pledges  of  his  future  happinefs 
were  all,  all  fnatched  from  him  at  one  blow, 
juft  at  the  time  that  one  might  imagine  they 
were  bemnnins;  to  be  the  comfort  and  delight 
of  his  old  age,  which  moft  wanted  fuch  ftaves 
to  lean  on ; — and  as  circumftances  add  to  an 
evil,  fo  they  did  to  this  ; — for  it  fell  out,  not 
only  by  a  very  calamitous  accident,  which 
was  grievous  enough  in  itfelf,  but  like  wife  up¬ 
on  the  back  of  his  other  misfortunes,  when  he 
was  ill  prepared  to  bear  fuch  a  thock ;  and 
what  would  ftill  add  to  it,  it  happened  at  an 
hour  when  he  had  leaft  reafon  to  expert 
it,  when  he  would  naturally  think  his  chil¬ 
dren  fccure  and  out  of  the  way  of  danger 
“  For  whilft  they  were  feafting  and  making 
“  merry  in  their  eldeft  brothers  houfe,  a 
“  great  wind  out  of  the  wildernefs  fmote  the 
“  four  corners  of  the  houfe,  and  it  fell  upon 
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Such  a  concurrence  of  misfortunes  is  not 
the  common  lot  of  many  ;  and  yet  there  are 
inftances  of  fome  who  have  undergone  as  le¬ 
ver  e  trials,  and  bravely  ftruggled under  them; 
perhaps  by  natural  force  of  fpirits,  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  health,  and  the  cordial  affiltance  of 
a  friend.  And  with  thefe  helps,  what  may 
not  a  man  fuftain?- — But  this  was  not  Job  s 
cafe  ;  for  fcarce  had  thefe  evils  fallen  upon 
him,  when  he  was  not  only  borne  down  with 
a  grievous  diftemper  which  afflicted  him  from 
the  crown  of  his  head  to  the  foie  of  his  foot, 
but  likewife  his  three  friends,  in  whole  kind 
confolations  he  might  have  found  a  medicine, 
— even  the  wife  of  his  bofom,  whole  duty  it 
was  with  a  gentle  hand  to  have  loftened  all 
his  forrows, — inftead  of  doing  this,  they 
cruelly  infulted  and  became  the  reproachers 
of  his  integrity  !  O  God  !  what  is  man  when 
thou  bruifeft  him,  and  mgkeft  his  burden 
heavier,  as  his  ftrength  grows  lefs  ! — Who, 
that  had  found  himfelf  thus  an  example  of 
the  many  changes  and  chances  of  this  mor¬ 
tal  life; — when  he  eonfidered  himfelf  now 
ftripped  and  left  deititute  of  fo  many  valu¬ 
able  bleffings  which  the  moment  before  thy 
providence  had  poured  upon  his  head ; — when 
lie  reflected  upon  this  gay  delightfome  ltruc- 
ture,  in  appearance  fo  ftrongly  built,  fo  pleaf- 
ingly  furrounded  with  every  thing  that  could 
flatter  his  hopes  and  willies,  and  beheld  it  all 
levelled  with  the  ground  in  one  moment,  and 
the  whole  profpedt  vanifh  with  it,  like  the 
defeription  of  an  enchantment, — who  I  fay 

that 
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that  had  fcen  and  felt  the  lliock  of  fo  hidden 
a  revolution,  would  not  have  been  furnilhed 
with  juft  and  beautiful  reflections  upon  the 
occaflon,  and  faid  with  Job  in  the  words  of 
the  text,  that  “  Man  that  is  born  of  a  woman, 
“  is  of  few  days,  and  full  of  mifery  ; — that  he 
•“  cometh  forth  like  a  flower,  and  is  cut  down; 
“  he  fleeth  alfo  as  a  fliadow,  and  continueth 
•“  not !” 

The  words  of  the  text  are  an  epitome  of 
the  natural  and  moral  vanity  of  man ;  and 
contain  two  diftindt  declarations  concerning 

.  O 

his  ftate  and  condition  in  each  refpect. 

Firft,  That  he  is  a  creature  of  few  days ; 
and  fecondly.  That  thofe  days  are  full  of 
trouble, 

I  fhall  make  fome  reflections  upon  each  of 
thefe  in  their  order,  and  conclude  with  a  prac¬ 
tical  leffon  from  the  whole. 

And  firft,  That  he  is  of  few  days.  The  com- 
parifon  which  Job  makes  ufe  of,  ‘  That  man 
cometh  forth  like  a  flower,'  is  extremely  beau¬ 
tiful,  and  more  to  the  purpofe  than  the  molt 
elaborate  proof,  which  in  truth  the  fubjedt 
will  not  eafily  admit  of; — the  fliortnefs  of 
life  being  a  point  fo  generally  complained  of 
in  all  ages  fince  the  flood,  and  fo  univerfally 
felt  and  acknowledged  by  the  whole  fpecies, 
as  to  require  no  evidence  beyond  a  limilitude; 
the  intent  of  which  is  not  lb  much  to  prove 
the  fa£t,  as  to  illuftrate  and  place  it  in  Inch 
light  as  to  ftrike  us,  and  bring  the  irnpref- 
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lion  home  to  ourlelves  in  a  more  affeCting 
manner. 
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Man  comes  forth,  fays  Job,  like  a  flower, 
and  is  cut  down  ; — he  is  fent  into  the  world 
the  faireft  and  nohleft  part  of  God’s  works, — 
fafhioned  after  the  image  of  his  Creator  with 
refpeCt  to  reafon  and  the  great  faculties  of 
the  mind ;  he  cometh  forth  glorious  as  the 
flower  of  the  field  :  as  it  furpaffes  the  vege¬ 
table  world  in  beauty,  fo  does  he  the  animal 
world  in  the  glory  and  excellencies  of  his  na¬ 
ture. 

The  one,— if  no  untimely  accident  opprefs 
it,  foon  arrives  at  the  full  period  of  its  per¬ 
fection, — is  fuffered  to  triumph  for  a  few'  mo¬ 
ments,  and  is  plucked  up  by  the  roots  in  the 
very  pride  and  gayeft  ftage  of  its  being  : — or, 
if  it  happens  to  efcape  the  hands  of  violence, 
in  a  few  days  it  neceffarily  liekens  of  itfelf 
and  dies  aw^av. 

Man  likewife,  though  his  progrefs  is  flower, 
and  his  duration  fomething  longer,  yet  the 
periods  of  his  growth  and  declenfion  are 
nearly  the  fame,/  both  in  the  nature  and  man¬ 
ner  of  them. 

If  he  efcapes  the  dangers  which  threaten 
his  tender  years,  he  is  foon  got  into  the  full 
maturity  and  ftrength  of  life;  and  if  he  is 
fo  fortunate  as  not  to  be  hurried  out  of  it 
then  by  accidents,  by  his  own  folly  and  in¬ 
temperance; — if  he  efcapes  tlicfc,  he  natu¬ 
rally  decays  of  himfelf; — a  period  comes  faft 
upon  him,  beyond  which  he  w  as  not  made  to 

laft.~ - Like  a  flower  or  fruit  wdiich  may  be 

plucked  up  by  force  before  the  time  of  their 
maturity,  yet  cannot  be  made  to  outgrow  the 


SERMON  X. 


*33 


period  when  they  are  to  fade  and  drop  of 
themfelves  ;  when  that  comes,  the  hand  of 
nature  then  plucks  them  both  off,  and  no 
art  of  the  botanilt  can  uphold  the  one,  or 
lkill  of  the  phyfician  preferve  the  other,  be¬ 
yond  the  periods  to  which  their  original 
frames  and  conltitutions  were  made  to  extend. 
As  God  has  appointed  and  determined  the 
feveral  growths  and  decays  of  the  vegetable 
race,  fo  he  feems  as  evidently  to  have  pre- 
fcribed  the  fame  laws  to  man,  as  well  as  all 
living  creatures,  in  the  firft  rudiments  of 
which  there  are  contained  the  fpecific  powers 
of  their  growth,  duration,  and  extinction  ; 
and  when  the  evolutions  of  thofe  animal 
powers  are  exhaufted  and  run  down,  the 
creature  expires  and  dies  of  itfelf,  as  ripe 
fruit  falls  from  the  tree,  or  a  flower  preferved 
beyond  its  bloom  drops  and  perilhes  upon 
the  ftalk. 

Thus  much  for  this  comparifon  of  Job's, 
which,  though  it  is  very  poetical,  yet  conveys 

a  jult  idea  of  the  thing  referred  to. - “  That 

“  he  fleeth  alfo  as  a  lhadow,  and  continueth 
44  not," — is  no  lefs  a  faithful  and  fine  repre- 
fentation  of  the  fliortnefs  and  vanity  of  hu¬ 
man  life  ;  of  which  one  cannot  give  a  better 
explanation,  than  by  referring  to  the  original, 
from  whence  the  picture  was  taken.— With 
how  quick  a  fuceeflion  do  days,  months,  and 
years  pafs  over  our  heads  ! — how  truly  like 
a  lhadow  that  departeth,  do  they  flee  away 
infenlibly,  and  fcarce  leave  an  impreflion 
with  us  !— ^ — When  we  endeavour  to  call 
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them  hack  by  reflection,  and  confider  in 
what  manner  they  have  gone,  how  unable 
are  the  belt  of  us  to  give  a  tolerable  ac¬ 
count  ! — and  were  it  not  for  fome  of  the 
more  remarkable  ftages  which  have  diftin- 
guifhed  a  few  periods  of  this  rapid  progrefs, 
— we  Ihould  look  back  upon  it  all  as  Ne¬ 
buchadnezzar  did  upon  his  dream  when  he 
awoke  in  the  morning  he  was  feniible  many 
things  had  patted,  and  troubled  him  too,  but 
had  palled  on  fo  quickly,  they  had  left  no 
footfteps  behind,  by  which  he  could  be  ena¬ 
bled  to  trace  them  back.- - Melancholy  ac¬ 

count  of  the  life  of  man  !  which  generally 
runs  on  in  fucli  a  manner,  as  fcarce  to  allow 
time  to  make  reflections  which  way  it  has 


gone  ! 

How  many  of  our  firft  years  Hide  by  in  the 
innocent  (ports  of  childhood,  in  which  we 
are  not  able  to  make  reflections  upon  them ! 
— how  many  more  thoughtlefs  years  efcape 
us  in  our  youth,  when  we  are  unwilling  to 
do  it,  and  are  fo  eager  in  the  purfuit  of  plea- 
lure,  as  to  have  no  time  to  fpare,  to  flop  and 
confider  them  ! 


When  graver  and  riper  years  come  on, 
and  we  begin  to  think  it  time  to  reform  and  let 
up  for  men  of  fenle  and  conduct,  then  the 
bufinefs  and  perplexing  interefts  of  this  world, 
and  the  endlefs  plotting  and  contriving  how 
to  make  the  molt  of  it,  do  fo  wholly  employ 
us,  that  we  are  too  bufy  to  make  reflections 
upon  fo  unprofitable  a  fubjedt. — As  families 
and  children  increafe,  lb  do  our  affedtions, 

and 
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and  with  them  are  multiplied  our  cares  and 
toils  for  their  prefervation  and  eftablifhment ; 
— all  which  take  up  our  thoughts  fo  clofely, 
and  poflefs  them  lo  long,  that  we  are  often 
.  overtaken  by  grey  hairs  before  we  fee  them, 
or  have  found  leifure  to  confider  how  far  we 
were  got, — what  we  have  been  doing, — and 
for  what  purpofe  God  fent  us  into  the  world  ! 
As  man  may  juftly  be  faid  to  be  of  few  days, 
conlidered  with  refpeet  to  this  hafty  fuccel- 
lion  of  things,  which  foon  carries  him  into 
the  decline  of  his  life, — fo  may  he  likewife  be 
faid  to  flee  like  a  lhadow  and  continue  not, 
when  his  duration  is  compared  with  other 
parts  of  God’s  works,  and  even  the  works  of 
his  own  hands,  which  outlaft  him  many  gene¬ 
rations  ; —  whilft  (as  Homer  obferves)  like 
leaves,  one  generation  drops — and  another 
lprings  up, — to  fall  again  and  be  forgotten. 

But  when  we  farther  confider  his  days  in 
the  light  in  which  we  ought  chiefly  to  view 
them,  as  they  appear  in  thy  fight,  O  God ! 
with  whom  a  thoufand  years  are  but  as  yef- 
terday ;  when  we  reflect  that  this  hand-breadth 

of  life  is  all  that  is  ineafured  out  to  man  from 

* 

that  eternity  for  which  he  is  created,  how 
does  his  fhort  fpan  vanifli  to  nothing  in  the 
companion !  Tis  true,  the  greatelt  portion 
of  time  will  do  the  fame  when  compared 
with  what  is  to  come;  and  therefore  fo  fliort 
and  tranlitory  a  one  as  threefcore  years  and 
ten,  beyond  which  all  is  declared  to  be 
labour  and  forrow,  may  the  caller  be  allowed  : 
and  yet  how  uncertain  are  we  of  that  por- 
•  •  ■  k4  tion, 
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lion,  fhort  as  it  is  !  Do  not  ten  thoufand 
accidents  break  off  the  Render  thread  of 
human  life,  long  before  it  can  be  drawn  out 
to  that  extent?— The  new-born  babe  falls 
down  an  ealy  prey,  and  moulders  back  again 
into  duft,  like  a  tender  blolfom  put  forth  in 
an  untimely  hour. — The  hopeful  youth  in  the 
very  pride  and  beauty  of  his  life  is  cut  off*; 
lbnie  cruel  diftemper  or  unthought-of  acci¬ 
dent  lays  him  proitrate  upon  the  earth  (to 
purfue  Job's  companion)  like  a  blooming 
flower,  fmit  and  flirivelled  up  with  a  malig¬ 
nant  blaft. — In  this  ftage  of  life,  chances  mul¬ 
tiply  upon  us, — the  feeds  of  diforders  are 
fown  by  intemperance  or  neglcbt, — infectious 
diffempers  are  more  ealily  contracted ;  when 
contracted,  they  rage  with  greater  violence, 
and  the  fuccefs  in  many  cafes  is  more  doubt¬ 
ful,  infomuch  that  they  who  have  exercifed 
them  (elves  in  computations  of  this  kind,  tell 
us,  “  That  one  half  of  the  whole  lpeeies 
“  which  are  born  into  the  world,  go  out  of  it 
“  again,  and  are  all  dead  in  fo  fhort  a  fpace 
“  as  the  ffrft  feventeen  years.” 


Thefe  reflections  may  be  fufficient  to  illuf- 
trate  the  firft  part  of  Job’s  declaration,  “  That 
“  man  is  of  few  days.”  Let  us  examine  the 
truth  of  the  other,  and  fee  whether  he  is  not 
likewife  full  of  trouble. 

And  here  we  mult  not  take  our  account 


from  the  flattering  outlide  of  things,  which  are 
generally  let  off  with  a  glittering  appearance 
enough,  efpecially  in  what  is  called  Higher 
Life. — Nor  can  we  lately  trull  the  evidence  of 

1  fome 
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fome  of  the  more  merry  and  thoughtlefs 
amongft  us,  who  are  lb  let  upon  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  life,  as  feldomto  reflect  upon  the  trou¬ 
bles  of  it;— or  who,  perhaps,  becaufe  they 
are  not  yet  come  to  this  portion  of  their  inhe¬ 
ritance,  imagine  it  is  not  their  common  lot. 
— Nor,  lafily,  are  we  to  form  an  idea  of  it  from 
the  delufive  ftories  of  a  few  of  the  molt  pro- 
fperous  paffengers,  who  have  fortunately  failed 
through  and  elcaped  the  rougher  toils  and  dif- 
trelTes: — but  we  are  to  take  our  account  from 
a  clofe  furvey  of  human  life,  and  the  real  face 
of  things,  ftript  of  everything  that  can  palliate 
or  gild  it  over.  We  mult  hear  the  general 
complaint  of  all  ages,  and  read  the  hiltories 
of  mankind.  If  we  look  into  them,  and  exa¬ 
mine  them  to  the  bottom,  what  do  they  con¬ 
tain  but  the  hiltory  of  fad  and  uncomfortable 
paflages,  which  a  good-natured  man  cannot 
read  but  with  oppreffion  of  lpirits! — Conlider 
the  dreadful  fucceffion  of  wars  in  one  part  or 
other  of  the  earth,  perpetuated  from  one 
century  to  another  with  fo  little  intermiffion, 
that,  mankind  have  fcarce  had  time  to  breathe 
from  them,  fince  ambition  firft  came  into  the 
world !  conlider  the  horrid  effects  of  them  in 
all  thole  barbarous  devaluations  we  read  oh 
where  whole  nations  have  been  put  to  the 
fword,  or  have  been  driven  out  to  nakednefs 
and  famine,  to  make  room  for  new-comers ! 
— Confider  how  great  a  part  of  our  fpecies, 
in  all  ages  down  to  this,  have  been  trod  under 
the  feet  of  cruel  and  capricious  tyrants,  who 
would  neither  hear  their  cries,  nor  pity  their 
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diftreffes! — Confider  llaveryi — what  it  is, — - 
how  bitter  a  draught,  and  how  manv  millions 
have  been  made  to  drink  of  it! — which,  if  it 
can  poifon  all  earthly  happinefs,  when  exer- 
eiled  barely  upon  our  bodies,  what  muft  it 
be  when  it  comprehends  both  the  flavery  of 
body  and  mind! — To  conceive  this,  look  into 
the  hiltory  of  the  Ilomilh  church  and  her 
tyrants,  or  rather  executioners,  who  feem  to 
have  taken  pleafure  in  the  pangs  and  con- 
Tuitions  of  their  fellow-creatures ! — Examine 
the  inquifition,  hear  the  melancholy  notes 
founded  in  every  cell !— Confider  the  anguifh 
of  mock  trials,  and  the  exquilite  tortures  con- 
fcquent  thereupon,  mercilefsly  inflicted  upon 
the  unfortunate,  where  the  racked  and  weary 
foul  has  fo  often  wifhed  to  take  its  leave, — 
but  cruelly  not  buffered  to  depart! — Confider 
how  many  of  thefe  helplefs  wretches  have 
been  hauled  from  thence  in  all  periods  of  this 
tyrannic  ufurpation,  to  undergo  the  maffacres 
and  flames  to  which  a  falfe  and  a  bloody  reli¬ 
gion  has  condemned  them! 

O 

If  this  fad  hiltory  and  detail  of  the  more 
public  caufes  of  the  miferies  of  man  are  not 
fufficient,  let  us  behold  him  in  another  light, 
with  refpedt  to  the  more  private  caufes  of 
them,  and  fee  whether  he  is  not  full  of  trouble 
likewife  there,  and  almolt  born  to  it  as  na¬ 
turally  as  the  (parks  fly  upwards.  If  we 
confider  man  as  a  creature  full  of  wants  and 
neceflities,  whether  real  or  imaginary,  which 
he  is  not  able  to  fupply  of  himfelf, — what  a 
tram  of  difappointments,  vexations,  and  de- 
*  pendencies 
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pendencies  are  to  be  feenifiuing  from  thence, 

to  perplex  and  make  his  being  uneafy ! - * 

IIow  many  joltlings  and  hard  ftruggles  do  we 
undergo,  in  making  our  way  in  the  world ! — 
flow  barbaroufly  held  back ! — How  often  and 
bafely  overthrown,  in  aiming  only  at  getting 
bread ! — How  many  of  us  never  attain  it, — at 
lead  not  comfortably^ — but,  from  various  and 
unknown  caufes, — eat  it  all  our  lives  Ions  in 
bitternefs ! 

If  we  fhift  the  fcene,  and  look  upwards, 
towards  thofe  whole  lituation  in  life  feems  to 
place  them  above  the  borrows  of  this  kind, 
yet  where  are  they  exempt  from  others  P  Do 
not  all  ranks  and  conditions  of  men  meet  with 
lad  accidents  and  numberlefs  calamities  in 
other  refpedls  P  which  often  make  them  go 
heavily  all  their  lives  long! 

How  many  fall  into  chronical  infirmities, 
which  render  both  their  days  and  nights  red- 

lefs  and  infupportable ! - flow  many  of 

the  higheft  rank  arc  tore  up  with  ambition,  or 
loured  with  difappointments  !  and  how  many 
more,  from  a  thoufand  fecret  caufes  of  did 
quiet,  pine  away  in  filence,  and  owe  their 

deaths  to  borrow  and  dejedtion  of  heart ! - 

If  we  call  our  eyes  upon  the  lowed  clafs  and 
condition  of  life, — the  Icene  is  more  melan¬ 
choly  dill. — Millions  of  our  fellow-creatures, 
born  to  no  inheritance  but  poverty  and  trou¬ 
ble,  forced  by  the  necedity  of  their  lots  to 
drudgery  and  painful  employments,  and  hard 
fet  vfith  that  too,  to  get  enough  to  keep  them- 
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felves  and  families  alive  ! — So  that  upon  the 
•whole,  when  we  have  examined  the  true  ftate 
and  condition  of  human  liie,  and  have  made 
tome  allowances  for  a  few  fugacious,  deceit¬ 
ful  pleafures,  there  is  fcaree  any  thing  to  be 
found  which  contradicts  Job’s  defcription  of 
it— -Whichever  way  we  look  abroad,  we  fee 
feme  legible  characters  of  what  God  firft  de¬ 
nounced  againft  us,  u  That  in  forrow  we 
Ihould  eat  our  bread,  till  we  return  to  the 
ground  from  whence  we  were  taken*/’ 

But  fome  one  will  fay.  Why  are  we  thus  to 
be  put  out  of  love  with  human  life  ?  To 
what  purpofe  is  it  to  expofe  the  dark  tides  of 
it  to  us,  or  enlarge  upon  the  infirmities  which 
are  natural,  and  confequently  out  of  our 
power  to  redrefs  ? 

1  anfwer.  That  the  fubjedi  is  neverthelefs  of 
great  importance,  fince  it  is  neceflfary  every 
creature  Ihould  underhand  his  prefent  ftate 
and  condition,  to  put  him  in  mind  of  behav¬ 
ing  fuitably  to  it. — Does  not  an  impartial 
furvey  of  man, — the  holding  up  this  glafs  to 
ihew  him  his  defects  and  natural  infirmities, 
naturally  tend  to  cure  his  pride,  and  clothe 
him  with  humility  ?  which  is  a  drefs  that  belt 
becomes  a  fhort-lived  and  a  wretched  crea¬ 
ture.— Does  not  the  confideration  of  the 
fhortnels  of  our  life,  convince  us  of  the  wif- 
dom  of  dedicating  fo  fmall  a  portion  to  the 
great  pu poles  of  eternity  r 

*  Molt  of  thefe  refte&ons  upon  the  miferies  of  life  are  taken 
from  Wo  oil  a  lion. 

Laftly, 
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Laftly,  When  we  reflect  that  this  fpan  of 
life,  ihort  as  it  is,  is  chequered  with  io  many 
troubles,  that  there  is  nothing  in  this  world 
fprings  up,  or  can  be  enjoyed  without  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  forrow,  how  inlenlibly  does  it  incline 
us  to  turn  our  eyes  and  affections  from  lb 
gloomy  a  profpebi,  and  fix  them  upon  that 
happier  country,  where  afflictions  cannot 
follow  us,  and  where  God  will  wipe  away 
all  tears  from  off  our  faces  for  ever  and  ever! 
Amen, 
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EVIL-SPEAKING. 

JAMES  i.  2 6. 

-ii  any  man  among  you  feem  to  be  religious,  and  bridletli  not  his  * 
tongue,  but  deceiveth  his  own  heart,  that  man’s  religion  is  vain. 

•  A  *  -  -  * 

Of  the  many  duties  owing  both  to  God  and 
our  neighbour,  there  are  fcarce  any  men  fo 
bad  as  not  to  acquit  themfelves  of  fome ; 
and  few  fo  good,  I  fear,  as  to  practife  all. 

Every  man  feems  willing  enough  to  com¬ 
pound  the  matter,  and  adopt  fo  much  of  the 
fyftem  as  will  leait  interfere  with  his  princi¬ 
pal  and  ruling  paffion  ;  and  for  thofe  parts 
which  would  occaiion  a  more  troublelome  op- 
pofition,  to  confider  them  as  hard  fayings, 
and  fo  leave  them  for  thofe  to  pradfife,  whofe 
natural  tempers  are  better  fuited  to  the 
ftruggle ;  fo  that  a  man  (hall  be  covetous, 
oppreffive,  revengeful,  neither  a  lover  of  truth 
nor  common  honefty,  and  yet  at  the  fame 
time  fhall  be  very  religious,  and  fo  fandtified, 
as  not  once  to  fail  of  paying  his  morning  and 
evening:  facrifice  to  God.  So,  on  the  other 
hand,  a  man  fliall  live  without  God  in  the 
world,  have  neither  any  great  fenfe  of  reli¬ 
gion,  nor  indeed  pretend  to  have  any,  and 
yet  be  of  niceft  honour,  confcientiouily  juft 
and  fair  in  all  his  dealings.  And  here  it  is 
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that  men  generally  betray  themfelves,  deceiv¬ 
ing,  as  the  apoftle  fays,  their  own  hearts ;  of 
which  the  inftances  are  fo  various,  in  one 
degree  or  other,  throughout  human  life,  that 
one  might  fafely  fay,  the  bulk  of  mankind 
live  in  Inch  a  contradiction  to  themfelves, 
that  there  is  no  character  fo  hard  to  be  met 
with  as  one  which,  upon  a  critical  examina¬ 
tion,  will  appear  altogether  uniform,  and  in 
every  point  confiftent  with  itfelf. 

If  fuch  a  contrail  was  only  obferyable  in 
the  different  ftages  of  a  man’s  life,  it  would 

u 

ceafe  to  be  either  a  matter  of  wonder  or  of 
juft  reproach.  Age,  experience,  and  much 
reflection,  may  naturally  enough  be  fuppofed 
to  alter  a  man’s  fenfe  of  things,  and  fo  en¬ 
tirely  to  transform  him,  that,  not  only  in  out¬ 
ward  appearances,  but  in  the  very  call  and 
turn  of  his  mind,  he  may  be  as  unlike  and 
different  from  the  man  he  was  twenty  or 
thirty  years  ago,  as  he  ever  was  from  any 
thing  of  his  own  fpecies.  This,  I  fay,  is 
naturally  to  be  accounted  for,  and  in  tome 
cafes  might  be  praife worthy  too ;  but  the 
obfervation  is  to  be  made  of  men  in  the  fame 


period  of  their  lives,  that  in  the  lame  day, 
fometimes  in  the  very  fame  action,  they  are 
utterly  i nconfiftent  and  irreconeileable  with 
themfelves. — Look  at  a  man  in  one  light, 
and  he  fhall  feem  wife,  penetrating,  difcreet, 
and  brave;  behold  him  in  another  point  of 
view,  and  you  fee  a  creature  all  over  folly 
and  indifcretion,  weak  and  timorous  as  cowar¬ 
dice 
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dice  and  indifcretion  can  make  him.  A  man 
fhail  appear  gentle,  courteous,  and  benevolent 
to  all  mankind  :  follow  him  into  his  own 
houfe,  may  be  you  fee  a  tyrant,  morofe  and 
favage  to  all  whofe  happinefs  depends  upon 
his  kindnefs.  A  third  in  his  general  beha¬ 
viour  is  found  to  be  generous,  difinterefted, 
humane,  and  friendly : — hear  but  the  fad 
ftory  of  the  friendlefs  orphans,  too  creduloully 
trufting  all  their  little  fubftance  into  his 
hands,  and  he  fhail  appear  more  fordid,  more 
pitylels  and  unjuft  than  the  injured  themfelves 
have  bitternefs  to  paint  him.  Another  fhail 
be  charitable  to  the  poor,  uncharitable  in  his 
cenfures  and  opinions  of  all  the  reft  of  the 
world  befides temperate  in  his  appetites, 
intemperate  in  his  tongue  :  fhail  have  too 
much  confcience  and  religion  to  cheat  the 
man  who  trufts  him,  and,  perhaps,  as  far  as 
the  bu fm els  of  debtor  and  creditor  extends, 
fhail  be  juft  and  fcrupulous  to  the  uttermoft 
mite  ;  yet,  in  matters  of  full  as  great  concern, 
where  he  is  to  have  the  handling  of  the  party's 
reputation  and  good  name, — the  deareft  the 
tendered;  properly  the  man  has,  he  will  do 
him  irreparable  damage,  and  rob  him  there 
without  meafure  or  pity. 

And  this  feems  to  be  that  particular  piece 
of  inconfiftency  and  contradiction  which  the 
text  is  levelled  at,  in  which  the  words  feem 
fo  pointed,  as  if  St.  James  had  known  more 
flagrant  inftances  of  this  kind  of  delufion 
than  what  had  fallen  under  the  obfervation 
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of  any  of  the  reft  of  the  apoft].es  ;  he  being 
more  remarkably  vehement  and  copious  up¬ 
on  that  fubjedt  than  any  other. . 

Doubtlefs,  feme  of  his  converts  had  been 
notorioufly  wicked  and  licentious  in  this  re- 
morfelefs  practice  of  defamation  and  evil- 
fpcaking.  Perhaps  the  holy  man,  though 
fpotlefs  as  an  angel  (for  no  character  is  too 
facred  for  calumny  to  blacken)  had  grievoufly 
buffered  himfelf,  and,  as  his  blefied  Mailer 
foretold  him,  had  been  cruelly  reviled  and 
evil  fpoken  of. 

All  his  labours  in  the  gofpel,  his  unaffedted 
and  perpetual  folicitude  for  the  prefervation 
of  his  flock,  his  watchings  and  failings*,  his 
poverty,  his  natural  fimplicity  and  innocence 
of  life,  all  perhaps  were  not  enough  to  defend 
him  from  this  unruly  weapon,  fo  full  of  deadly 
poifon: — and  what,  in  all  likelihood,  might 
move  his  forrow  and  indignation  more,  feme 
who  feemed  the  moil  devout  and  zealous  of 
all  his  converts,  were  the  moil  mercylefs  and 
uncharitable  in  that  refpedt:  having  a  form 
of  godlinefs,  full  of  bitter  envyings  and  ftrife. 

With  fuch  it  is  that  he  expoftulates  fo 
largely  in  the  third  chapter  of  his  epiftle :  and 
there  is  fomething  in  his  vivacity  tempered 
with  fuch  affedtion  and  concern,  as  well 
fuited  the  charadter  of  an  infpired  man. 
My  brethren,  fays  the  apoftle,  thefe  things' 
ought  not  to  be. — The  wifdom  that  is  from 
above,  is  pure,  peaceable,  gentle,  full  ot 
mercy,  without  partiality,  without  hypocrify. 
— The  wifdom  from  above, — that  heavenly 
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religion  which  I  have  preached  to  you,  is 
pure,  alike,  and  conliftent  with  itfelf  in  all 
its  parts  ;  like  its  great  Author,  -tis  univerfally 
kind  and  benevolent  in  all  cafes  .and  circum- 
fiances.  Its  firft  glad  tidings  were  peace  upon 
earth,  good-will  towards  men;  its  chief  corner- 
ftone,  its  moft  diftinguifliing  charafter  is 
Love, — that  kind  principle  which  brought  it 
down,  in  the  pure  exercife  of  which  conlifts 
the  chief  enjoyment  of  Heaven,  from  whence 
it  came.  But  this  p  raft  ice,  my  brethren, 
cometh  not  from  above,  but  it  is  earthly, 
fenfual,  devilifh,  full  of  confufion  and  every 
evil  work.  Kefieft  then  a  moment: — Can  a 
fountain  fend  forth,  at  the  fame  place,  fweet 
water  and  bitter?  Can  the  fig-tree,  mv 
brethren,  bear  olive  berries?  either  a  vine, 
figs  ?  Lay  your  hands  upon  your  hearts,  and 
let  your  confidences  fpeak. — Ought  not  the 
fame  juft  principle,  which  reft  rains  you  from 
cruelty  and  wrong  in  one  cafe,  equally  to 
withhold  you  from  it  in  another? — Should 
not  charity  and  good-will,  like  the  principle 
of  life,  circulating  through  the  final-left  veffils 
in  every  member,  ought  it  not  to  operate  as 
regularly  upon  you  throughout,  as  wrell  upon 
your  words  as  upon  your  aftions? 

If  a  man  is  wife  and  endued  with  know¬ 
ledge,  let  him  fhcw  it  out  of  a  good  converfa- 
tion,  with  meeknefs  of  wifdom.  But, — if 
any  man  amongft  you  feemeth  to  be  reli¬ 
gious — (feemeth  to  be, — for  truly  religious  he 
cannot  be) — and  bridleth  not  his  tongue,  but 
deceiveth  his  own  heart,  this  man's  religion  is 
...  w  vain. 
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Vain. -—This  is  the  full  force  of  St.  James’s 
reafoning,  upon  which  I  have  dwelt  the  more, 
it  being  the  foundation  upon  which  is  grounded 
this  clear  decifion  of  the  matter  left  us  in  the 
text: — -in  which  the  apoftle  feerns  to  have  let 
the  two  characters  of  a  faint  and  a  llandcrer 
at  fuch  variance,  that  one  would  have  thought 
they  could  never  have  had  a  heart  to  have  met 
together  again.  But  there  are  no  alliances  too 
ftrange  for  this  world. — How  many  may  we 
obferve  every  day,  even  of  the  gentler  lex  as 
well  as  our  own,  who,  without  conviction  of 
doing  much  wrong,  in  the  midft  of  a  full  ca¬ 
reer  of  calumny  and  defamation,  rife  up  punc¬ 
tual  at  the  liated  hour  of  prayer,  leave  the 
cruel  ftory  half  untold  till  they  return; — go, 
— and  kneel  down  before  the  throne  of  Hea¬ 
ven,  thank  God  that  he  had  not  made  them 
like  others,  and  that  his  Holy  Spirit  had  ena¬ 
bled  them  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  day  in 
fo  chriftian  and  confcientious  a  manner. 

This  delufive  itch  for  (lander,  too  common 
in  all  ranks  of  people,  whether  to  gratif}r  a 
little  ungenerous  refen tment;  whether  of¬ 
ten  er  out  of  a  principle  of  levelling,  from  a 
narrownefs  and  poverty  of  foul,  ever  impa¬ 
tient  of  merit  and  fuperiority  in  others; — whe¬ 
ther  from  a  mean  ambition,  or  theinfatiate  luft 
of  being  witty  (a  talent  in  which  ill-nature  and 
malice  are  no  ingredients) ; — or  laftly,  whether 
from  a  natural  cruelty  of  difpolition,  ab~ 
ft  rafted  from  all  views  and  conli  derations  of 
felf: — to  which  one,  or  whether  to  all  jointly, 
we  ai;e  indebted  for  this  contagious  malady, 
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thus  much  is  certain,  from  whatever  feeds  it 
fprings,  the  growth  and  progrefs  of  it  are  as 
deftructive  to  as  they  are  unbecoming  a  ci¬ 
vilized  people.  To  pafs  a  hard  and  ill-natured 
reflection  upon  an  undefigning  adtion; — to 
invent,  or  which  is  equally  bad,  to  propagate 
a  vexatious  report  without  colour  and  grounds; 
—to  plunder  an  innocent  man  of  his  charac¬ 
ter  and  good  name,  a  jewel  which,  perhaps, 
he  has  ftarved  himfelf  to  purchafe,  and  pro¬ 
bably  would  hazard  his  life  to  fecure; — to  rob 
him  at  the  fame  time  of  his  happinefs  and 
peace  of  mind,  perhaps  his  bread, — the  bread, 
may  be,  of  a  virtuous  family;  and  all  this, 
as  Solomon  fays  of  the  madman  who  cafteth 
firebrands,  arrows,  and  death,  and  faith,  Am 
I  not  in  fport?  all  this  out  of  wantonnefs, 
and  oftener  from  worfe  motives, — the  whole 
appears  fuch  a  complication  of  badnefs,  as  re¬ 
quires  no  words  or  warmth  of  fancy  to  aggra¬ 
vate.  Pride,  treachery,  envy,  hypocrify,  ma¬ 
lice,  cruelty,  and  felf-love,  may  have  been 
laid,  in  one  Hiape  or  other,  to  have  occa- 
iioned  all  the  frauds  and  mifchiefs  that  ever 
happened  in  the  world;  but  the  chances 
againft  a  coincidence  of  them  all  in  one  per- 
fon  are  fo  many,  that  one  would  have  fup- 
pofed  the  character  of  a  common  flanderer  as 
rare  and  difficult  a  production  in  nature  as 
that  of  a  great  genius,  which  feldom  happens 
above  once  in  an  age. 

But  whatever  was  the  cafe  when  St.  Janies 
wrote  his  epiitle,  we  have  been  very  fuccefi- 
ful  in  later  days,  arid  have  found  out  the  art, 
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by  a  proper  management  of  light  and  flhade, 
to  compound  all  thefe  vices  together,  fo  as  to 
give  body  and  ftrength  to  the  whole,  whilft 
no  one  but  a  difcerning  artift  is  able  to  dif- 
cover  the  labours  that  join  in  finifliing  the 
picture; — and,  indeed,  like  many  other  bad 
originals  in  the  world, — it  Hands  in  need  of 
all  the  difouife  it  has. — For  who  could  be 

o 

enamoured  of  a  character  made  up  of  fo  loath- 
fome  a  compound, — could  they  behold  it 
naked, — in  its  crooked  and  deformed  fhape, 
— with  all  its  natural  and  detefted  infirmities 
laid  open  to  public  view? 

And,  therefore,  it  were  to  be  wifhed,  that 
one  would  do  in  this  malignant  cafe  of  the 
mind, — what  is  generally  done  for  the  public 
good  in  the  more  malignant  and  epidemical 
cafes  of  the  body; — that  is, — When  they 
are  found  infectious, — to  write  a  hiltory  of 
the  diftemper, — and  afcertain  all  the  lyrnp- 
toms  of  the  malady,  fo  that  every  one  might 
know  whom  he  mi  edit  venture  to  20  near, 

O  _  ^  O  “ 

with  tolerable  fafety  to  himlelf.— But  alas  ! 
the  fymptoms  of  this  appear  in  fo  many 
ftrange  and  contradictory  fhapes,  and  vary  fo 
wonderfully  with  the  temper  and  habit  of  the 
patient,  that  they  are  not  to  be  claffed, — -nor 
reduced  to  any  one  regular  fyftem. 

Ten  thoufand  are  the  vehicles  in  which  this 
deadly  poifon  is  prepared  and  communicated 
to  the  world; — and,  by  feme  artful  hands, 
Tis  done  by  fo  fubtle  and  nice  an  infufion, 
that  it  is  not  to  be  tailed  or  difeovered  but  by 
its  effeCts. 
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How  frequently  is  the  honefty  and  integrity 
of  a  man  difpoled  of  by  a  fmile  or  a  thrug ! 
—How  many  good  and  generous  actions  have 
been. funk  into  oblivion  by  a  diftruftful  look! 
— or  ftamped  with  the  imputation  of  proceed¬ 
ing  from  bad  motives,  by  a  mylterious  and 
iba  Tenable  whifper ! 

Look  into  companies  of  thofe  wliofe  gentle 
natures  fliould  difarm  them, — we  thall  find  no 
better  account.  —  How  large  a  portion  of 
chafiity  is  lent  out  of  the  world  by  diltant 
hints, — nodded  away,  and  cruelly  wanked 
into  fufpicion  by  the  envy  of  thole  who  are 
paft  all  temptation  of  it  themielves  !• — How 
often  does  the  reputation  of  a  helplefs  crea¬ 
ture  bleed  by  report, — which  the  party  who 
is  at  the  pains  to  propagate  it,  beholds  with 
much  pity  and  fellow-feeling;! — that  llie  is 
heartily  forry  for  it, — hopes  in  God  it  is 
not  true ! — however,  as  Archbilhop  Tillotfon 
wittily  obferves  upon  it,  is  refolyed,  in  the 
mean  time,  to  give  the  report  her  pafs,  that  at 
leaft  it  may  have  fair  play  to  take  its  fortune 
in  the  world, — to  be  believed  or  not,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  charity  of  thole  into  whofe  hands 
it  fliall  happen  to  fall. 

So  fruitful  is  this  vice  in  a  variety  of  experi¬ 
ments,  to  fatiate  as  well  as  dilguife  itfeif.  But 
if  thele  fmoother  weapons  cut  fo  fore, — what 
fliall  we  fay  of  open  and  unblufhing  lean  dal, 
— iu  bje  bled  to  no  caution, — tied  down  to  no 
reftraints?- — If  the  one,  like  an  arrow  fhot 
in  the  dark,  does  neverthelefs  fo  much  fecret 
mifehief, — this,  like  the  peftilence  which 
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rageth  at  noon-day,  fweeps  all  before  it, 
levelling  without  diftincStion  the  good  and  the 
bad ;  a  thouland  fall  betide  it,  and  ten  thou- 
land  on  its  right  hand  ; — they  fall, — -fo  rent 
and  torn  in  this  tender  part  of  them,  fo  un¬ 
mercifully  butchered,  as  fometiines  never  to 
recover  either  the  wounds  or  the  anguith  of 
heart  which  they  have  occafioned. 

But  there  is  nothing  fo  bad  which  will  not 
admit  of  fomething  to  be  faid  in  its  defence. 

O 

And  here  it  may  be  atked,— Whether  the 
inconveniences  and  ill  eftedts  which  the  world 
feels  from  the  licentioufnefs  of  this  practice, 
are  not  fufficiently  counterbalanced  by  the 
real  influence  it  has  upon  men's  lives  and 
conduct? — That  if  there  was  no  cvil-fpeak- 
i no’  in  the  world,  thoufands  would  be  en- 
couraffed  to  do  ill, — and  would  rufh  into 

O  y  #  ^ 

many  indecorums,  like  a  horfe  into  the  battle, 
were  they  fure  to  efcape  the  tongues  of  men. 

That  if  we  take  a  general  view  of  the  world, 
— we  fhall  find  that  a  great  deal  of  virtue, — 
at  leaft  of  the  outward  appearance  of  it, — - 
is  not  fo  much  from  any  fixed  principle,  as 
the  terror  of  what  the  world  will  fav, — and 
tiie  liberty  it  will  take  upon  the  occafions  we 
lhall  give. 

That,  if  we  defeend  to  particulars,  numbers 
are  every  day  taking  more  pains  to  be  well 
fpoken  of, — than  what  would  actually  enable 
them  to  live  fo  as  to  deferve  it. 

'That  there  are  many  of  both  fexes  who 
can  fupport  life  well  enough  without  honour 
and  chaftity, — who,  without  reputation  (which 
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is  but  the  opinion  which  the  world  has  of 
the  matter)  would  hide  their  heads  in  fhame, 
and  fink  down  in  utter  defpair  of  happi- 
nefs. — No  doubt  the  tongue  is  a  weapon 
which  does  chaftife  many  indecorums,  which 
the  laws  of  men  will  not  reach; — and  keeps 
many  in  awe, — whom  confcience  will  not; — 
and  where  the  cafe  is  indifputably  flagrant, 
v- — the  fpeaking  of  it  in  fuch  words  as  it 
defervefc, — fcarce  comes  within  the  prohi¬ 
bition. — In  many  cafes,  'tis  hard  to  exprefs 
ourfelves  fo  as  to  fix  a  diflimStion  betwixt 
oppoiite  characters;— and  fometimes  it  may 
be  as  much  a  debt  we  owe  to  virtue,  and 
as  great  a  piece  of  juftice  to  expofe  a 
vicious  character,  and  paint  it  in  its  pro¬ 
per  colours, — as  it  is  to  fpeak  well  of  the 
deferving,  and  defcribe  his  particular  virtues. 
— And,  indeed,  when  we  inflict  this  punifh- 
ment  upon  the  bad,  merely  out  of  prin¬ 
ciple,  and  without  indulgence  to  any  private 
paffion  of  our  own, —  tis  a  cafe  which  hap¬ 
pens  fo  feldom,  that  one  might  venture  to 
except  it. 

However,  to  thofe  who  in  this  objection 
are  really  concerned  for  the  caufe  of  vir¬ 
tue,  I  cannot  help  recommending  what 
'would  much  more  effectually  ferve  her  in- 
tereft,  and  be  a  finer  token  of  their  zeal 
and  attachment  to  her;  and  that  is, —  in  all 
fuch  plain  inftances  where  it  leems  to  .  be 
duty,  to  fix  a  diftindtion  betwixt  the  good 
and  the  bad; — to  let  their  actions  fpeak  it 
inftead  of  their  words,  or  at  leaft  to  let  them 
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both  ipeak  one  language.  We  all  of  us  talk 
lo  loud  againft  vicious  characters,  and  are 
io  unanimous  in  our  cry  againit  them, — * 
that  an  unexperienced  man,  who  only  traded 
his  ears,  would  imagine  the  whole  world 
was  in  an  uproar  about  it, — and  that  man¬ 
kind  were  all  aftbciating  together,  to  hunt 
vice  utterly  out  of  the  world. — Shift  the 
fcene, — and  let  him  behold  the  reception 
which  vice  meets  with;— he  will  fee  the 
conduct  and  behaviour  of  the  world  towards 
it,  fo  oppofite  to  their  declarations:  —  he 
will  find  all  he  heard,  fo  contradicted  by 
what  he  faw, — as  to  leave  him  in  doubt 
which  of  his  fenfes  he  is  to  truft, — or  in 
which  of  the  two  cafes  mankind  wrere  really 
in  earned.  Was  there  virtue  enough  in  the 
world  to  make  a  general  itand  againft  this 
contradiction;— that  is, — was  every  one  who 
deferved  to  be  ill  fpoken  of, — fure  to  be  ill 
looked  on  too;  —  was  it  a  certain  confe- 
quence  of  the  lofs  of  a  man's  character, — 
to  lofe  his  friends, — to  lofe  the  advantages 
of  his  birth  and  fortune,  —  and  thence¬ 
forth  be  univerfally  fliunned,  univerfally 
flighted; — 

CD 


as  no  quality  a  fhelter  againd  the  in¬ 
decorums  of  the  other  fex,  but  was  every 
woman  without  didinCtion  who  had  juftly 
forfeited  her  reputation, — from  that  moment 
was  Hie  lure  to  forfeit  likewife  all  claim  to 
civility  and  refpeCf; — 

Or,  in  a  word,  could  it  be  eftablifhed 
as  a  law  in  our  ceremonial, — that  wherever 
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characters  in  either  fex  were  become  no¬ 
torious,  • — it  iliould  be  deemed  infamous, 
either  to  pay  or  receive  a  vifit  from  them, 
and  the  door  were  to  be  ihut  againft  them 
in  all  public  places,  till  they  had  fatisfied 
the  world  by  giving  teftimony  of  a  better  life, 

- — a  few  fuch  plain  and  honeft  maxims  faith-  * 
fully  put  in  practice, —would  force  us  upon 
fome  decree  of  reformation.  Till  this  is 
done, — it  avails  little  that  we  have  no  mercy 
upon  them  with  our  tongues,  fmce  they 
efcape  without  feeling  any  other  incon¬ 
venience. 

We  all  cry  out  that  the  world  is  corrupt ; — * 
and  I  fear  too  juft'ly: — but  we  never  re- 
fled  what  we  have  to  thank  for  it,  and 
that  our  open  countenance  of  vice,  which 
gives  the  lie  to  our  private  cenfures  of  it, 
is  its  chief  protection  and  encouragement, — 
To  thofe  however  who  hill  believe  that 
eviUpcaking  is  fome  terror  to  evil-doers, 
one  may  anfwer,  as  a  great  man  has  done 
upon  the  occalion, — That  after  all  our  ex¬ 
hortations  againft  it, — his  not  to  be  feared, 
but  that  there  will  be  evil-fpeaking  enough 
left  in  the  world  to  chaltife  the  guilty; — - 
and  we  may  lately  trult  them  to  an  ill- 
natured  world,  that  there  will  be  no  failure 
of  juftice  upon  this  fcore. — The  paffions 
of  men  are  pretty  fevere  executioners ; 
and  to  them  let  us  leave  this  ungrateful 
talk, — and  rather  ourfelves  endeavour  to  cul¬ 
tivate  that  more  friendly  one,  recommended 
by  the  apoftle, — of  letting  all  bitteruefs,  and 
.  .  wrath. 
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wrath,  and  clamour,  and  evil-fpeaking,  be 
put  away  from  us; — of  being  kind  to  one 
another,  tender-hearted,  forgiving  one  an¬ 
other,  even  as  God,  for  ChriiVs  fake,  forgave 
us.  Amen. 


S  E  R  M  O  N  XII. 


Joseph’s  history  considered. 

FORGIVENESS  OF  INJURIES 

Genesis  t.  15. 

And  when  Jofeph’s  brethren  faw  that  their  father  was  dead,  they 
laid,  jcfeph  will  peradventure  hate  us,  and  will  certainly  requite 
us  all  the  evils  which  we  did  unto  him. 


There  are  few  inftances  of  the  exercife 
of  particular  virtues  which  feem  harder  to 
attain  to,  or  which  appear  more  amiable 
and  engaging;  in  themfelves,  than  thofe  of 
moderation  and  the  forgivenefs  of  injuries; 
and,  when  the  temptations  againft  them  hap¬ 
pen  to  be  heightened  by  the  bitternefs  of  a  pro¬ 
vocation  on  one  hand,  and  the  fairnefs  of  an 
opportunity  to  retaliate  on  the  other,  the  in¬ 
ftances  then  are  truly  great  and  heroic.  The 
words  of  the  text  (which  are  the  confultation 
of  the  fons  of  Jacob  amongft  themfelves  upon 
their  father  Ifrael’s  death,  when,  becaufe  it 
was  in  Jofeph’s  power  to  revenge  the  deadly 
injury  they  had  formerly  done  him,  they  con¬ 
cluded,  in  courfe,  that  it  w  as  in  his  intention) 

* — will  lead  us  to  a  beautiful  example  of  this 
kind  in  the  character  and  behaviour  of  Jofeph 
confequent  thereupon  ;  and,  as  it  feems  a 
perfect  and  very  engaging  pattern  of  for¬ 
bearance,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  make  it 
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fefve  for  the  ground-work  of  a  difeourfe  upon 
that  fubjebt  — — The  whole  tranfaefion,  from 
the  firiE  occafion  given  by  Jofeph  in  his  youth, 
to  this  lait  a£t  of  remiffion,  at  the  conclidion 
of  his  life,  may  be  faid  to  be  a  matter-piece  of 
hiiiory.  There  is  not  only  in  the  manner 
throughout,  fuch  a  happy,  though  uncom¬ 
mon,  mixture  of  ttmplicity  and  grandeur, 
which  is  a  double  character,  fo  hard  to  be 
united  that  it  is  leldoin  to  be  met  with  in 
competitions  merely  human  ; — but  it  is  like- 
wife  related  with  the  greateft  variety  of  ten¬ 
der  and  affecting  circuinflances,  which  would 
afford  matter  for  reflections  ufeful  for  the 
conduct  of  almoft  every  part  and  ftage  of  a 
man's  life. — But  as  the  words  of  the  text,  as 
well  as  the  intention  and  compafs  of  this  dif¬ 
eourfe,  particularly  confine  me  to  fpeak  only 
to  one  point,  namely,  the  forgiven  efs  of  in¬ 
juries,  it  will  be  proper  only  to  confider  fuch 
circumftances  of  the  ftory  as  will  place  this 
inftance  of  it  in  its  juft  light,  and  then  proceed 
to  make  a  more  general  ufe  of  the  great  ex¬ 
ample  of  moderation  and  forbearance  which 
it  lets  before  us. 

It  feeins  ltrange,  at  firit  fight,  that,  after 
the  foils  of  Jacob  had  fallen  into  Jofeph  s 
power,  when  they  were  forced  by  the  forenefs 
of  the  famine  to  go  down  into  Egypt  to  buy 
corn,  and  had  found  him  too  good  a  man 
even  to  expoftulate  with  them  for  an  injury, 
which  he  feemed  then  to  have  digeited,  and 
pioully  to  have  refolded  into  the  over-ruling 
providence  of  God,  for  the  piefervation  of 
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much  people,  how  they  could  ever  after  quef- 
tion  the  uprightnefs  of  his  intentions,  or  en¬ 
tertain  the  leaft  fufpicion  that  his  reconcilia¬ 
tion  was  diflembled.  Would  one  have  imagi- 
ned,  that  the  man  who  had  di (covered  fuch  a 
goodnefs  of  foul,  that  he  fought  where  to 
weep,  becaufe  he  could  not  bear  the  ftrug- 
gles  of  a  counterfeited  harfhnefs,  could  ever 
be  fufpedted  afterwards  of  intending  a  real 
one  ? — and  that  he  only  waited  till  their  fa¬ 
ther  Ifraels  death,  to  requite  them  all  the 
evil  which  they  had  done  unto  him  ?  What 
ftill  adds  to  this  difficulty  is,  that  his  affec- 
tion  ate  manner  in  making  himfelf  known  to 
them, — his  goodnefs  in  forbearing  not  only 
to  reproach  them  for  the  injury  they  had  for¬ 
merly  done  him,  but  extenuating  and  excus¬ 
ing  the  fault  to  themfelves,  his  comforting 
and  fpeaking  kindly  to  them,  and  feconding 
all  with  the  tend  ere  ft  marks  of  an  undifguifed 
forgivenefs,  in  falling  upon  their  necks  and 
weeping  aloud,  that  all  the  houfe  of  Pharaoh 
heard  him ; — that,  moreover,  this  behaviour 
of  Jofeph  could  not  appear  to  them  to  be 
the  effedt  of  any  warm  and  fudden  transport, 
which  might  as  fuddenly  give  way  to  other 
refledtions,  but  that  it  evidently  fprung  from 
a  fettled  principle  of  uncommon  generofity 
in  his  nature,  which  wras  above  the  tempta¬ 
tion  of  making  ufe  of  an  opportunity  for  re¬ 
venge,  which  the  courfe  of  God’s  providence 
had  put  into  his  hands  for  better  purpofes  ; 
and,  what  might  ftill  feem  to  confirm  this, 
was  the  evidence  of  his  adtions  to  them  after - 
d.  ’  wards, 
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wards,  in  bringing  them  and  all  their  houfe- 
hold  up  out  of  Canaan,  and  placing  them  near 
him  in  the  land  of  Golhen,  the  richeft  part 
of  Egypt,  where  they  had  had  lb  many  years 
experience  of  his  love  and  kindnefs  : — and 
yet  it  is  plain  all  this  did  not  clear  his  mo¬ 
tive  from  fufpicion,  or,  at  leaft,  themfelvcs  of 
fome  apprehenfions  of  a  change  in  his  con¬ 
duit  towards  them.  And  was  it  not  that  the 
whole  tranfaction  was  written  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  Spirit  of  Truth,  and  that  other 
hiftorians  concur  in  doing  juftice  to  Jofeph’s 
character,  and  fpeak  of  him  as  a  compaf- 
fionate  and  merciful  man,  one  would  be  apt, 
you  will  fay,  to  imagine  here,  that  Mofes 
might  poffibly  have  omitted  fome  circuin- 
ftances  of  jofeph’s  behaviour  which  had 
alarmed  his  brethren,  betwixt  the  time  of  his 
firft  reconciliation  and  that  of  their  father’s 
death  : — for  they  could  not  be  fufpicious  of 
his  intentions  without  fome  caufe,  and  fear 
where  no  fear  was  ; — But  does  not  a  guilty 
confidence  often  do  fo, — and,  though  it  has 
the  grounds,  yet  wants  the  power  to  think 
itfelf  fate  ? 

And  could  we  look  into  the  hearts  of  thofe 
who  know  they  deferve  ill,  we  fliould  find 
many  an  inftance,  where  a  kindnefs  from  an 
injured  hand  where  there  wras  leaft  reafon  to 
expeCt  one,  has  ft  ruck  deeper,  and  touched 
the  heart  with  a  degree  of  remorle  and  con¬ 
cern,  which,  perhaps,  no  feverity  or  refcnt- 
ment  could  have  reached.  This  reflection 
will,  in  fome  meafure,  help  to  explain  this 

difficulty. 
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difficulty,  which  occurs  in  the  ftory  ;  for  it 
is  obfervable,  that,  when  the  injury  they  had 
done  their  brother  was  firll  committed,  and 
the  fadt  was  frefli  upon  their  minds,  and  molt 
likely  to  have  filled  them  with  a  fenfe  of 
guilt,  we  find  no  acknowledgment  or  com¬ 
plaint  to  one  another  of  fucli  a  load  as,  one 
might  imagine,  it  had  laid  upon  them  :  and 
from  that  event.,  through  a  long  courfe  of 
years,  to  the  time  they  had  gone  down  to 
Egypt,  we  read  not  once  of  any  forrow,  or 
compunction  of  heart,  which  they  had  felt 
during  all  that  time,  for  what  they  had  done. 
They  had  artfully  impofed  upon  their  parent 
— (and  as  men  are  ingenious  cafuifts  in  their 
own  affairs)  they  had,  probably,  as  artfully 
impofed  upon  their  own  confidences  ; — and, 
poifibly,  had  never  impartially  reflected  up¬ 
on  theadtion,  or  conlidered  it  in  its  juft  light," 
till  the  many  acts  of  their  brother's  love  and 
kindnefs  had  brought  it  before  them,  with 
all  the  circumftances  of  aggravation  which 

OCT 

his  behaviour  would  naturally  give  it: — they 
then  began  maturely  to  conlider  what  they 
had  done  ;• — that  they  had  firft  undefervedly 
hated  him  in  his  childhood  for  that  which, 
if  it  was  a  ground  of  complaint,  ought  rather 
to  have  been  charged  upon  the  indifcretion  of 
the  parent,  than  conlidered  as  a  fault  in  him  ; 
— that,  upon  a  more  juft  examination  and  a 
better  knowledge  of  their  brother,  they  had 
wanted  even  that  pretence.  It  was  not  a 
blind  partiality  which  feemed  firft  to  have  di¬ 
rected  their  father's  affection  to  him, — though 
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then  they  thought  fo  for  doubtlefs,  fo  much 
goodnefs  and  benevolence  as  Ihone  forth 
in  his  nature,  now  that  he  was  a  man, 
could  not  lie  all  of  it  fo  deep  concealed  in 
his  youth,  but  the  fagacity  of  a  parent’s  eye 
would  diicover  it;  and  that,  in  courfe,  their 
enmity  towards  him  was  founded  upon  that 
which  ought  to  have  won  their  efteem. — That, 
if  he  had  incautioully  added  envy  to  their  ill- 
will  in  reporting  his  dreams,  which  prefaged 
his  future  greatnefs,  it  was  but  the  indifcre- 
tion  of  a  youth  unpraciifed  in  the  world, 
who  had  not  vet  found  out  the  art  of  diffem- 
bling  his  hopes  and  expectations  ;  and  was  ** 
fcarce  arrived  at  an  age  to  comprehend  there 
was  fuch  a  thins;  in  the  world  as  envy  and 
ambition  ; — that  if  fuch  offences  in  a  brother, 
fo  fairly  carried  their  own  excules  with  them, 
what  could  they  fay  for  themfelves,  when 
they  conlidered  it  w  as  for  this  they  had  al~ 
molt  unanimoully  confpired  to  rob  him  of 
his  life ;  and,  though  they  were  happily  re¬ 
ft  rained  from  Ihedding  his  blood  upon  Reu¬ 
ben’s  remonftrance,  that  they  had,  neverthe- 
lefs,  all  the  guilt  of  the  intention  to  anfvver 
for  P  That  whatever  motive  it  was  which  then 
ftayed  their  hands,  their  confciences  told 
them  it  could  not  be  a  good  one,  fince  they 
had  changed  the  fentence  for  one  no  lels 
cruel  in  itfelf,  and  what,  to  an  ingenuous 
nature,  wTas  worfe  than  death,  to  be  fold  for 
a  Have. — The  one  was  common  to  all,  the 
other  only  to  the  unfortunate.  That  it  was 
not  compaftion  which  then  took  place  ;  for, 
vol.  ii r.  m  had 
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had  there  been  any  way  open  to  that,  his 
tears  and  entreaties  muft  have  found  it,  when 
they  law  the  anguifh  of  his  foul; — when  he 
befought,  and  they  would  not  hear.- — -That  if 
aught  ftill  could  heighten  the  remorfe  of  ba- 
ni  filing  a  youth  without  provocation,  for  ever 
from  his  country  and  the  protection  of  his 
parent,  tobeexpofed  naked  to  the  buffetings 
of  the  world,  and  the  rough  hand  of  feme 
mercilefs  mailer,  they  would  find  it  in  this 
reflection,  6  That  the  many  afflictions  and 
6  hardfhips,.  which  they  might  naturally  have 
4  expeCted  would  overtake  the  lad,  confequent 
4  upon  this  aCtion,  had  actually  fallen  upon 
4  him/ 

That,  befides  the  anguiili  of  fufpeCted  vir¬ 
tue,  he  had  felt  that  of  a  prifon,  where  he 
had  long  lain  neglected  in  a  friendlefs  condi¬ 
tion  ;  and,  where  the  affliction  of  it  was  ren¬ 
dered  ftill  fharper  by  the  daily  expectation 
of  being  remembered  by  Pharaoh's  chief  but¬ 
ler,  and  the  difappointment  of  finding  him- 
felf  ungratefully  forgotten. — And  though 
Mofes  tells  us,  that  he  found  favour  in  the 
light  of  the  keeper  of  the  prifon,  yet  the 
Pfalmift  acquaints  us  that  his  lufferings  were 
ftill  grievous,  46  That  his  feet  were  hurt  with 
64  fetters/'  and  the  iron  entered  44  even  into 
64  his  foul/'  And,  no  doubt,  his  brethren 
thought  the  fenfe  of  their  injury  muft  have 
entered  at  the  fame  time,  and  wras  then  rivet- 
ted  and  fixed  in  his  mind  for  ever. 

It  is  natural  to  imagine  they  argued  and 
reflected  in  this  manner  ;  and  there  feems  no 
?  *  -  neceffity 
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uneafinefs  and  diltruft  in  Jofeph’s  conduct, 
or  any  other  external  caufe,  lince  the  inward 
workings  of  their  own  minds  will  eafily  ac¬ 
count  for  the  evil  they  apprehended. — A 
lories  of  benefits  and  kindneffes  from  the  man 
they  had  injured,  gradually  heightened  the 
idea  of  their  own  guilt,  till  at  length  they 
could  not  conceive  how  the  trefpafs  could  be 
forgiven  them  ;  it  appeared  with  fucli  frelli 
circumftanees  of  aggravation,  that,  though 
they  were  convinced  his  refentment  flept,  yet 
they  thought  it  only  flept,  and  was  likely  fome 
time  or  other  to  awake,  and  mod  probably 
then,  that  their  father  was  dead,  when  the 
confideration  of  involving  him  in  his  revenge 
had  ceafed,  and  all  the  duty  and  companion 
he  owed  to  the  grey  hairs  and  happinefs  of  a 
parent  was  difeharged  and  buried  with  him. 

This  they  exprefs  in  the  conlultation  held 
amongft  themlelves  in  the  words  of  the  text ; 
and,  in  the  following  verfe,  we  find  them  ac¬ 


cordingly  fending  to  him  to  deprecate  the  evil 
they  dreaded;  and  either  becaule  they  thought 
their  father’s  name  more  powerful  than  their 
own  in  this  application,— or,  rather,  that  they 
might  not  commit  a  frelli  injury  in  feeming  to 
lufpedt  his  lincerity,  they  pretend  their  fa¬ 
ther’s  direction  ;  for  we  read  they  fent  meffen- 
gers  unto  Jofeph,  faying,  Thy  father  did  com¬ 
mand  before  he  died,  laying, — -So  fhall  ye  fay 
unto  Jofeph, — “  Forgive,  1  pray  thee  now,  the 
46  trefpafs  of  thy  brethren  and  their  fin  ;  for 
“  they  did  unto  thee  evil  :  and  now  we  pray 
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“  thee,  forgive  the  trefpafs  of  (lie  fervants  of 
u  the  God  of  thy  father/'  The  addrefs  was 
not  without  art,  and  was  conceived  in  fuch 
words  as  feemed  to  fuggeit  an  argument  in 
their  favour, — as  if  it  would  not  become  him, 
who  was  but  a  fellow-fervant  of  their  father’s 
God,  to  harbour  revenge,  or  ufe  the  power 
their  father’s  God  had  given  him  againft  his 
children.  Nor  was  there  a  reafon  in  any  thine; 
but  the  fears  of  a  guilty  continence  to  appre¬ 
hend  it,  as  appears  from  the  reception  the 
addrefs  met  with,  which  was  fuch  as  befpoke 
an  uncommon  goodnefs  of  nature  ;  for  when 
they  thus  fpake  unto  him,  the  hiftorian  fays  he 
wept.  Sympathy  for  the  forrow  and  diftrefs 
of  fo  many  fons  of  his  father,  now  all  in  his 
power, — pain  at  fo  open  and  ingenuous  a  con- 
feffion  of  their  guilt, — concern  and  pity  for 
the  long  punifhment  they  mult  have  endured 
by  fo  ftubborn  a  remorfe,  which  fo  many  years 
feemed  not  to  have  diininifhed, — the  affecting 
idea  of  their  condition,  which  had  feemed  to 
reduce  them  to  the  neceffity  of  holding  up 
their  hands  for  mercy,  when  they  had  lolt 
their  protestor, — fo  many  tender  paffions 
ftruoolino;  together  at  once,  overcame  him: — • 
he  burlt  into  tears  ;  which  fpoke  what  no 
language  could  attempt.  It  will  be  needlefs, 
therefore,  to  enlarge  any  further  upon  this  in¬ 
cident,  which  furnifhes  us  with  fo  beautiful  a 
picture  of  a  companion  ate  and  forgiving  tem¬ 
per,  that,  I  think,  no  words  can  heighten  it ; 
— but,  rather,  let  us  endeavour  to  find  out  bv 
what  helps  and  reafoning  the  patriarch  might 

bo 
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be  fuppofecl  to  attain  to  fo  exalted  and  engag¬ 
ing  a  virtue*  Perhaps  you  will  fay,  6  That 
4  one  fo  thoroughly  convinced,  as  Jofcpli 
4  leeined  to  be,  of  the  over-ruling  providence 
4  of  God,  which  fo  evidently  makes  ufe  of  the 
*  malice  and  pallions  of  men,  and  turns  them 
4  as  inftruments  in  his  hands  to  work  his  own 
4  righteoufnefs,  and  bring  about  his  eternal  de- 
4  crees, — and  of  which  his  own  hiftory  was  fo 
4  plain  an  inftance,  could  not  have  far  to  feek 
4  for  an  argument  to  forgiven  els,  or  feel  much 
4  ftruggle  in  ftifling  an  inclination  againft  it/ 
- — But  let  any  man  lay  his  hand  upon  his  heart, 
and  fay,  how  often,  in  inftances  where  anger 
and  revenge  had  feized  him,  has  this  doctrine 
come  in  to  his  aid  ? — In  the  bitternefs  of  an 
affront,  how  often  lias  it  calmed  his  pallions, 
and  checked  the  fury  of  his  refentment  !— 
True,  and  univerfally  believed  as  the  doctrine 
is  amonglt  us,  it  feldom  does  this  fervice, 
though  fo  well  fuited  for  it,  and,  like  fome 
wife  ftatute,  never  executed  or  thought  of, 


though  in  full  force,  lies  as  unheeded  as  if  it 
was  not  in  being* 


Tis  plain  ffwas  otherwife  in  the  prefent  in¬ 
ftance,  where  Joleph  feems  to  acknowledge 
the  influence  it  had  upon  him  in  his  declara¬ 
tion, — 4  That  it  was  not  they,  but  God  who 
4  font  him/  And  does  not  this  virtue  Ihine 
the  brighteft  in  Inch  a  pious  application  of 
the  perfualion  to  fo  benevolent  a  purpofe  ? 

Without  derogating  from  the  merit  of  his 
forbearance,  he  might  be  fuppoled  to  have 
call  an  eye  upon  the  change  and  uncertainty 
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of  human  affairs  which  he  had  feen  himfelf, 
and  which  had  convinced  him  we  were  all  in 
one  another  s  power  by  turns,  and  hand  in 
need  of  one  another’s  pity  and  companion 
and  that  to  reftrain  the  cruelties  and  ftop  the 
infolence  of  men’s  refentments,  God  has  fo 
ordered  it  in  the  courfe  of  his  providence, 
that  very  often  in  this  world, — -our  revenges 
return  upon  our  own  heads,  and  men’s  violent 
dealings  upon  their  own  pates. 

And,  belides  thele  confiderations, — that, 
in  generoutly  forgiving  an  enemy,  he  was  the 
trueit  friend  to  his  own  character,  and  fliould 
gain  more  to  it  by  fuch  an  inftance  of  fub- 
duing  his  fpirit,  than  if  he  had  taken  a  city. — 
The  brave  onlv  know  how  to  forgive! — it  is 
the  moft  refined  and  generous  pitch  of  virtue 
human  nature  can  arrive  at. —  *  Cowards 
have  done  good  and  kind  actions  ; — cowards 
have  even  fought,-— nay,  fometimes  even  con¬ 
quered  ; — but  a  coward  never  forgave  ! — It  is 
not  in  his  nature ; — the  power  of  doing  it 
flows  only  from  a  ltrength  and  great  nets  of 
foul,  confcious  of  its  own  force  and  fecurity, 
and  above  the  little  temptations  of  refenting 
every  fruitlefs  attempt  to  interrupt  its  happi- 
nefis.  Moreover,  fetting  afide  all  confidera¬ 
tions  of  his  character  in  palling  by  an  in¬ 
jury,  he  was  the  trueft  friend  likewife  to  his 
own  happinefs  and  peace  of  mind  ;  he  never 
felt  that  fretful  florin  of 
men  on  to  acts  of  reveng 

*  Chriftian  Hero, 


paflions  which  hurry 
;c, — or  fullered  thole 


pangs 
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pangs  of  horror  which  purfue  it.  Thus  he 
might  poffibly  argue,  and  no  farther  ; — for 
want  of  a  better  foundation  and  better  helps, 
he  could  raife  the  building  no  higher; — to 
carry  it  upwards  to  its  perfection,  we  muft 
call  in  to  our  aid  that  more  fpiritual  and  re¬ 
fined  doCtrine  introduced  upon  it  by  Chrift; 
namely, — To  forgive  a  brother  not  only  to 
feven  times,  but  to  feventy  times  feven ; — 
that  is,  without  limitation. 

In  this  the  excellency  of  the  gofpel  is  faid, 
by  fome  one,  to  appear  with  a  remarkable  ad¬ 
vantage;  6  That  a  Chriftian  is  as  much  dif- 

O  J 

6  pofed  to  love  and  ferve  you  when  your 
4  enemy,  as  the  mere  moral  man  can  be,  when 
6  he  is  your  friend/ — This,  no  doubt,  is  the 
tendency  of  his  religion  ;— but  how  often,  or 
in  what  degrees  it  fucceeds, — how  nearly  the 
practice  keeps  pace  with  the  theory,  the  all- 
wife  Searcher  into  the  hearts  of  men,  alone  is 
able  to  determine.  But  it  is  to  be  feared,  that 
fiich  great  effects  are  not  fo  fenlibly  felt  as  & 
fpeculative  man  would  expeCt  from  fuch 
powerful  motives;  and  their  is  many  a  chrif¬ 
tian  fociety  which  would  be  glad  to  compound 
amongit  theinfelves  for  fome  leffer  degrees  of 


perfection  on  one  hand,  were  they  fure  to  be 
exempted  on  the  other,  from  the  bad  effects 
of  thole  fretful  paffions  which  are  ever  taking, 
as  well  as  ever  giving  the  occafions  of  ft  rife  ; 
the  beginnings  of  which  Solomon  aptly 
compares  to  the  letting  out  of  waters,— the 
opening  a  breach  which  no  one  can  be  fure 
to  Hop  till  it  lias  proceeded  to  the  molt  fatal 
events. 


With 
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With  juftice,  therefore,  might  the  ion  of 
Sirach  conclude,  concerning  Pride, — that  fe¬ 
rret  ftream  which  adminifters  to  the  over¬ 
flowings  of  refentments, — that  it  was  not 
made  for  man;  nor  furious  anger  for  him 
that  is  bom  of  a  woman.  That  the  one  did 
not  become  his  ftation ; — and  that  the  other 
was  deftructive  to  all  the  happinefs  he  was 
intended  to  receive  from  it.  How  miferably 
then  muft  thofe  men  turn  tyrants  asminit 

^  O 

themfelves,  as  well  as  others,  who  grow  fple- 
netic  and  revengeful,  not  only  upon  the  little 
unavoidable  oppofitions  and  offences  they 
muft  meet  with  in  the  commerce  of  the  world, 
but  upon  thofe  which  only  reach  them  by 
report,  and  accordingly  torment  their  little 
fouls  with  meditating  how  to  return  the  in¬ 
jury,  before  they  are  certain  they  have  re¬ 
ceived  one! — Whether  this  eager  fenfibility 
of  wrongs  and  refentment  arifes  from  that 
general  caufe  to  which  the  fon  of  Sirach  feems 
to  reduce  all  fierce  anger  and  pailion?  or 
whether  to  a  certain  fournefs  of  temper, 
which  ftands  in  every  body's  way,  and  there¬ 
fore  fubjecft  to  be  often  hurt? — from  which¬ 
ever  caufe  the  diforder  fprings,  the  advice 
of  the  author  of  the  Book  of  Eeclefiafticus 
is  proper: — 4  Admoniih  a  friend,'  fays  he,  4  it 
4  may  be  he  hath  not  done  it;  and  if  he  have, 
4  that  he  do  it  not  again.  Admoniih  tliy 
4  friend,  it  may  be  he  hath  not  laid  it;  and  it 
4  he  have,  that  he  fpeak  it  not  again.  There 
4  is  that  flippeth  in  his  fpeech,  but  not  from 
4  his  heart :  and  who  is  he  who  hath  not 
4  offended  with  his  tongue?' 
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I  cannot  help  taking  notice  here  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  fpecies  of  forgivenefs,  which  is  feldom 
enforced  or  thought  of,  and  yet  is  no  way 
below  our  regard :  I  mean  the  forgivenefs  of 
thofe,  if  we  may  be  allowed  the  expreffion, 
whom  we  have  injured  ourfelves.  One  would 
think  that  the  difficulty  of  forgiving  could 
only  relt  on  the  fide  of  him  who  has  received 
the  wrong;  but  the  truth  of  the  fadt  is  often 
oilier  wife.  The  confcioufnefs  of  having  pro™ 
voked  another’s  refentment  often  excites  the 
aggreffor  to  keep  beforehand  with  the  man  he 
has  hurt,  and  not  only  to  hate  him  for  the 
evil  he  expects  in  return,  but  even  to  purfue 
him  down,  and  put  it  out  of  his  power  to 
make  reprifals. 

The  bafenefs  of  this  is  fuch,  that  it  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  make  the  fame  ohfervation  which 
was  made  upon  the  crime  of  parricide  among 
the  Grecians:  — It  was  fo  black, — their 
legillators  did  not  fuppofe  it  could  be  com¬ 
mitted;  and,  therefore,  made  no  law  to 
puniih  it. 
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DUTY  OF  SETTING  FOUNDS  TO  OUR 

DESIRES. 

2  KINGS  IV.  13. 

And  he  faid  urto  him,  Say  now  unto  her,  Behold,  thou  haft  been 
careful  for  11s  with  all  this  care  ; — what  is  to  be  done  for  thee  ? — 
wouldft  thou  be  fpoken  for  to  the  king,  or  the  captain  of  the 
holt  ? — And  fhe  anfwered,  I  dwell  among  mine  own  people. 

I  HE  firft  part  of  the  text  is  the  words  which 
the  prophet  Elifha  puts  into  the  mouth  of 
his  fervant  Gehazi,  as  a  melfage  of  thanks  to 
the  woman  of  Shunem  for  her  great  kindnefs 
and  hofpitality;  of  which,  after  the  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  his  juft  fenfe,  which  Gehazi  is 
bid  to  deliver  in  the  words,— 44  Behold,  thou 
“  haft  been  careful  for  us  with  all  this  care,” 
—he  directs  him  to  enquire  in  what  manner 
he  mav  beft  make  a  return  in  difcharge  of  the 
obligation, — 46  What  fhall  be  done  for  thee? 
44  Wouldft  thou  be  fpoken  for  to  the  king,  or 
44  the  captain  of  the  hoft?” — The  lait  part  of 
the  text  is  the  Shunamite’s  anfwer,  which  im¬ 
plies  a  refufal  of  the  honour  or  advantage 
which  the  prophet  intended  to  bring  upon 
her  by  fuch  an  application,  which  Ihe  indi¬ 
rectly  expreffes  in  her  contentment  and 
fatisfaction  with  what  llie  enjoyed  in  her 
prefent  ftation,— 44  I  dwell  among  mine  own 
44  people.”  This  inftance  of  felf-denial  in 

the 
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the  Shunamite,  is  but  properly  the  intro- 
dubtion  to  Iier  ftory,  and  gives  rife  to  that 
long  and  very  pathetic  trail  faction  which 
follows, — in  the  l’upernatural  grant  of  a 
child,  which  God  had  many  years  denied 
her;  the  affecting  lols  of  him  as  fbon  as  he 
was  grown  up, — and  his  reltoration  to  life 
by  Eliiha,  after  he  had  been  forae  time 
dead;  the  whole  of  which,  though  extremely 
interelting,  and  forming  fuch  incidents  as 
would  afford  fufficient  matter  for  mftrucffion, 
vet,  as  it  will  not  fall  within  the  intention 
of  this  dilcourfe,  I  fhall  beg  leave  at  this 

J  Co 

time  barely  to  confider  thole  previous  cir- 
cumftances  of  it,  to  which  the  text  confines 
me;  upon  which  I  ihall  enlarge  with  fuch 
reflections  as  occur,  and  then  proceed  to 
that  practical  ufe  and  exhortation  which  will 
naturally  fall  from  it. 

We  find  that,  after  Eliiha  had  refcued  the 
diftrefied  widow  and  her  two  fons  from  the 
hands  of  the  creditor,  by  the  miraculous  mul- 

7  j 

tiplication  of. her  oil, — that  he  palled  on  to 
Shunem,  where,  we  read,  was  a  great  woman, 
and  lho  conltrained  him  to  eat  bread;  and  fo 
it  was  that,  as  often  as  he  palled  by,  he  turned 
in  thither  to  eat  bread.  The  facred  hiltorian 
(peaks  barely  of  her  temporal  condition 
and  Ration  in  life, — “  'That  Ihe  was  a  great 
64  woman,”  but  defcribes  not  the  more  ma¬ 
terial  part  of  her  (her  virtues  and  character) 
becaufe  they  were  more  evidently  to  be  dif- 
covered  from  the  tranfaction  itfelf ;  from 
which  it  apjiears,  that  lhe  was  not  only 

wealthy, 
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wealthy,  but  likewife  charitable,  and  of  a 
very  confiderate  turn  of  mind ; — for  after 
many  repeated  invitations  and  entertain¬ 
ments  at  her  houle,  finding  his  occafions 
called  him  to  a  frequent  pailage  that  way, — 
the  moves  her  hutband  to  fet  up  and  furnifli 
a  lodaina:  for  him,  with  all  the  conveniences 
which  the  fimplicity  of  thofe  times  required: 
“  And  flie  laid  unto  her  hufband,  Behold, 
“  now  I  perceive  that  this  is  an  holy  man 
“  of  God,  which  palfeth  by  us  continually, 
“  let  us  make  him  a  little  chamber,  I  pray 
“  thee,  on  the  wall,  and  let  us  let  for  him 
“  there  a  bed,  and  a  table,  and  a  ftool,  and  a 
“  candlcftick;  and  it  fiiall  be  when  he  comcth 
to  us,  that  he  fiiall  turn  in  thither.”— She 
perceived  he  was  a  holy  man;  —  file  had 
many  opportunities,  as  he  palled  by  them 
continually,  of  obferving  his  behaviour  and 
deportment,  which  file  had  carefully  re¬ 
marked,  and  law  plainly  what  he  was: — * 
that  the  fan  entity  and  fimplicity  of  his  man¬ 
ners, — the  feverity  of  his  life, — his  zeal  for 
the  religion  of  his  God,  and  the  uncommon 
fervency  of  his  devotion,  when  he  wo rfi ripped 
before  him,  which  feemed  lus  whole  bulinefs 
and  employment  upon  earth, — all  befpoke 
him  not  a  man  of  this  world,  but  one  whofe 
heart  and  atfefitions  were  fixed  upon  another 
object,  which  was  dearer  and  more  important 
to  him.  But  as  fuch  outward  appearances 
may,  and  often  have  been  counterfeited,  fo 
that  the  actions  of  a  man  are  certainly  the 
only  interpreters  to  be  relied  on,  whether 

fuch 
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fuch  colours  are  true  or  falfe, — fo  flie  had 
heard  that  all  was  of  a  piece  there,  and  that 
he  was  throughout  confiftent;  that  he  had 
never  in  any  one  inftance  of  his  life  acted  as 
if  he  had  any  views  in  the  affairs  of  this 
world,  in  which  he  had  never  interefted  him- 
felf  at  all,  but  where  the  glory  of  his  God, 
or  the  good  and  prefervation  of  his  fellow- 
creatures,  at  firft  inclined  him:  that,  in  a 
late  inftance,  before  he  came  to  Shunem, 
lie  had  done  one  of  the  kindeft  and  nioft 
charitable  actions  that  a  good  man  could 
have  done,  in  affitling  the  widow  and  father- 
lefs;  and,  as  the  fact  was  lingular,  and  had 
juft  happened  before  her  knowledge  of  him, 
no  doubt  lhe  had  heard  the  ftory  with  all 
the  tender  circumftances  which  a  true  report 
would  give  it  in  his  favour,  nameljg  that  a 
certain  woman,  whole  hulband  was  lately 
dead,  and  had  left  her  with  her  children  in 
a  very  helplefs  condition, — very  deltitute, — 
and,  what  was  ftill  worle,  charged  with  a 
debt  Hie  was  not  able  to  pay; — that  her 
creditor  bore  exceeding  hard  upon  her,  and, 
finding  her  little  worth  in  fubftance,  was 
going  to  take  the  advantage  which  the  law 
allowed  of  feizing  her  two  tons  for  his  bond  1- 
men;  fo  that  lhe  had  not  only  loft  her  hu fi¬ 
lmed,  which  had  made  her  miferable  enough 
already,  but  was  going  to  be  bereaved  of 
her  children,  who  were  the  only  comfort  and 
lupport  of  her  life: — that  upon  her  coming 
to  Eililha  with  this  fad  ftory,  he  was  touched 
with  compaftion  for  her  misfortunes,  and  had 

u  fed 
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nfccl  all  the  power  and  intereft  which  he 

had  with  his  God  to  relieve  and  befriend 

her,  which,  in  an  unheard-of  manner,  by  the 

miraculous  increafe  of  her  oil,  which  was 

the  only  lubltanee  fhe  had  left,  he  had  fo 

bountifully  effected,  as  not  only  to  difen- 

tangle  her  from  her  difficulties  in  paying 

the  debt,  but  withal,  what  was  ftill  more 

generous,  to  enable  her  to  live  comfortably 

the  remainder  of  her  days.  She  confidered 

that  charity  and  com  path  on  was  fo  leading 

a  virtue,  and  had  Inch  an  influence  upon 

every  other  part  of  a  man’s  character,  as  to 

be  a  fuffieient  proof  by  itfelf  of  the  inward 

difpofition  and  goodnefs  of  the  heart;  but 

that  fo  engaging  an  inftance  of  it  as  this, 

exercifed  in  fo  kind  and  fo  feafonable  a 

manner,  was  a  demonitration  of  his, — and 

that  he  was  in  truth  what  outward  circum- 

ftances  befpoke,  a  holy  man  of  God. - As 

the  Shun  a  mite’s  principle  and  motive  for  her 

hofpitality  to  Eliflia  was  juft,  as  it  Iprung 

from  an  idea  of  the  worth  and  merit  of  her 

gueft,  fo  like  wife  was  the  manner  of  doing 

it  kind  and  confiderate.  It  is  obfervable, 

fhe  does  not  folicit  her  hufband  to  aflign 

him  an  apartment  in  her  own  houfe, — but 

to  build  him  a  chamber  on  the  wall,  apart ; 

— flie  confidered, — that  true  piety  wanted 

no  witneffes,  and  was  always  molt  at  eate 

^  * 

when  moft  private; — that  the  tumult  and 

dift  raft  ion  of  a  large  family  were  not  fit  for 

•  ^  • 

the  lilent  meditations  of  fo  holv  a  man,  who 
would  perpetually  there  meet  with  fome- 

thing 
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tiling  either  to  interrupt  his  devotion,  or 
often d  the  purity  of  his  manners  : — that, 
moreover,  under  Inch  an  independent  roof, 
where  he  could  take  lhelter  as  often  as  his 
occafions  required,  (lie  thought  he  might 
tafte  t lie  pleafure  which  was  natural  to  man 
in  pofleffing  fomething  like  what  he  could 
call  his  own, — and,  what  is  no  fmal  1  part 
of  conferring  a  favour,  he  would  feare.e 
feel  the  weight  of  it,  or  at  lealt  much  fel- 
domer  in  this  manner  than  where  a  daily 
invitation  and  repetition  of  the  kindnefs 
perpetually  put  him  in  mind  of  his  obli¬ 
gation.  If  any  thing  could  itill  add  to 
this, — it  was  that  it  did  not  appear  to  be 
the  dry  offer  of  a  faint  civility,  but  that  it 
came  directly  from  the  heart.  There  is  a 
nicety  in  honeit  minds,  which  will  not  accept 
of  a  cold  and  fufpefted  offer;- — and  even 
when  it  appears  to  be  fincere  and  truly 
meant,  there  is  a  modefty  in  true  merit 
which  knows  not  how  to  accept  it;  and  no 
doubt  flie  had  one,  if  not  both  thefe  diffi¬ 
culties  to  conquer  in  their  turns; — for  we 
read  that  Ihe  eonftrained  him,  and  in  all 
likelihood  forced  his  acceptance  of  it,  with 
all  the  warmth  and  friendly  opennefs  of  a 
humane  and  hofpitable  temper. 

It  is  with  benefits  as  with  injuries  in  this 
refpedl,  that  we  do  not  lo  much  weigh  the 
accidental  good  or  evil  they  do  us,  as  that 
which  they  were  defigned  to  do  us; — that  is, 
we  confider  no  part  of  them  fo  much  as 
their  intention:  and  the  prophet’s  behaviour 
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confequent  upon  this,  fhews  he  beheld  it 
through  this  medium,  or  in  fome  fuch  ad¬ 
vantageous  light  as  I  have  placed  it. 

There  is  no  burthen  fo  heavy  to  a  grateful 
mind,  as  a  debt  of  kindnefs  unpaid;— and 
we  may  believe  Elifha  felt  it  fo,  from  the 
earned:  defire  which  he  had,  upon  the  im¬ 
mediate  receipt  of  this,  to  difcharge  him- 
lelf  of  it;  which  he  expreifes  in  the  text 
in  the  warm  eft  manner: — £fi  Behold,  thou 
haft  been  careful  for  us,  with  all  this  care, 
— what  fliall  be  done  for  thee?  Wouldft 
thou  be  fpoken  for  to  the  king,  or  the  cap¬ 
tain  of  the  heft?” — There  is  a  degree  of 
honeft  impatience  in  the  words,  fuch  as  was 
natural  to  a  good  man,  w  ho  would  not  be 
behind-hand  with  his  benefactor. — But  there 
is  one  thing  which  may  feem  ftrange  at  firft 
fight,  that  as  her  ftation  and  condition  of 
life  wras  fuch,  that  the  appeared  rather  to  have 
abounded  already,  than  flood  in  want  of 
any  thing  in  this  world  which  fuch  an  ap¬ 
plication  could  fupply, — why  the  prophet 
thould  not  rather  have  propofed  fome  fpiri- 
tual  advantage,  which,  as  it  would  better 
have  become  the  landtity  of  his  character 
on  the  one  hand,  fo,  on  the  other,  it  would 
have  done  a  more  real  and  lafting  fervice  to 
his  friend. 

But  wre  are  to  refledt,  that,  in  returning 
favours,  we  adt  differently  from  what  we  do 
in  conferring  them; — in  the  one  cafe  we 
fimply  confider  what  isbeft; — in  the  other, 
what  is  moft  acceptable.  The  reafon  is,  that 
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we  have  a  right  to  act  according  to  our  own 

o  o 

ideas  of  what  will  do  the  party  molt  good,  in 
the  cafe  where  we  bellow  a  favour ; — but 
where  we  return  one,  we  loofe  this  right,  and 
aCi  according  to  his  conceptions  who  has 
obliged  us,  and  endeavour  to  repay  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  we  think  it  molt  likely 
to  be  accepted  in  difcharge  of  the  obliga¬ 
tion. — So  that,  though  we  are  not  to  imagine 
Elillia  could  be  wanting  in  religious  duties, 
as  well  as  willies,  to  fo  hofpitable  a  friend, 
we  may  yet  fuppofe  he  was  directed,  here  by 
this  principle  of  equity  ; — and  that  in  reflect¬ 
ing  in  what  manner  he  fhould  requite  his 
benefaCtrefs,  he  had  confldered,  that  to  one 
of  her  affluent  condition,  who  had  all  the 
realonable  comforts  of  an  independent  life, 
— if  there  was  any  paflion  yet  unsatisfied,  it 
muft  certainly  be  ambition  :  that  though  in 
general  it  was  an  irregular  appetite,  which,  in 
molt  cafes,  ’twas  dangerous  to  gratify,  yet  in 
erteCt  ’twas  only  fo  far  criminal  as  the  power 
which  is  acquired  was  perverted  to  bad  and 
vicious  purpoles,  which  it  was  not  likely  to 
be  here,  from  the  fpecimen  ihe  had  already 
given  of  her  difpolition,  which  lliewed  that 
if  flie  did  with  for  an  increafe  of  wealth  or 
honour,  Ihe  wilhcd  it  only  as  it  would  enable 
her  more  generoufly  to  extend  her  arm  in 
kind  offices,  and  increafe  the  power  as  well 
as  the  opportunities  of  doing  good. 

I11  julticc  to  Eliflia's  motive,  which  mull 
have  been  good,  we  muft  fuppofe  he  conli- 
dered  his  offer  in  this  light;  and  what  princi- 
v g  l .  in.  N  pally 
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pally  led  him  to  propofe  if,  was  the  great  in- 
tereft  which  he  had  with  the  kinsf  of  Ifrael  at 
that  time,  which  he  had  merited  by  a  ftgnal 
lervice  ;  and  as  he  had  no  views  for  himfelf, 
he  thought  it  could  not  be  employed  fo  well 
as  in  eftablifhing  the  fortune  of  one,  whofe 
virtue  might  be  lo  fafely  fruited  with  it.  It 
was  a  juitifiable  prepofteffion  in  her  favour, — 
though  one  not  always  to  be  relied  on;  for 
there  is  many  a  one  who  in  a  moderate  Ra¬ 
tion,  and  with  a  leffer  degree  of  power,  has 
behaved  with  honour  and  unblemilhed  repu¬ 
tation  ;  and  who  has  even  borne  the  buffet- 
ings  of  adverfe  fortune  well,  and  manifefted 
great  prefence  and  ftrength  of  mind  under  it, 
whom  neverthelefs  a  high  exaltation  has  at 
once  overcome,  and  fo  entirely  changed,  as 
if  the  party  had  left  not  only  his  virtue,  but 
even  himfelf  behind  him. 

Whether  the  Shunamite  dreaded  to  make 
this  dangerous  experiment  of  herfelf ; — or, 
which  is  more  likely,  that  die  had  learned  to 
let  bounds  to  her  delires,  and  was  too  well 
fatisfied  writh  her  prelen t  condition  to  be 
tempted  out  of  it,  lhe  declines  the  offer  in 
the  clofe  of  the  text : — “  I  dwell  amongft  mine 
66  own  people  •”  as  if  lhe  had  faid,  6  The  in- 
c  tended  kindnefs  is  far  from  being  final], 

4  but  it  is  not  ufeful  to  me ;  I  live  here,  as 
6  thou  art  a  witnefs,  in  peace,  in  a  contented 
‘  obfcurity  ; — not  fo  high  as  to  provoke  envy, 

6  nor  fo  low  as  to  be  trodden  down  and  de- 
6  fpifed.  In  this  fa fe  and  middle  ftate,  as  I 
‘  have  lived  amongft  my  own  people,  fo  let  me 
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4  die  out  of  the  reach  both  of  the  cares  and 
4  glories  of  the  world. — 'Tis  fit,  O  holy  man 
6  of  God  !  that  I  learn  forne  time  or  other  to 
4  fet  bounds  to  my  defires ;  and  if  i  cannot 


4  fix  them  now,  when  I  have  already  more 
4  than  my  wants  require,  when  lhall  I  hope 
4  to  do  it  ? — -Or  how  fliould  I  expert,  that 
4  even  this  increafe  of  honour  or  fortune 
4  would  fully  fatisfy  and  content  my  arnbi- 
8  tion,  ihoukl  1  now  give  way  to  it 


So  enoa^ino;  an  initance  of  unaffected  mo- 

O  ©  O 

deration  and  felf-denial,  deferves  well  to  be 
confidered  by  the  buitlers  in  this  world  ; — 
becaufe,  if  Ave  are  to  trull  the  face  and  eourfe 
of  things,  we  fcarce  fee  any  virtue  fo  hard  to 
be  put  in  praCtice,  and  which  the  generality 
of  mankind  feem  fo  unwilling  to  learn,  as  this 
of  knowing  when  they  have  enough,  and  when 
it  is  time  to  give  over  their  worldly  purfuits. 
-*-rAye!  but  nothing  is  more  eafy,  you  will 
anfwer,  than  to  fix  this  point,  and  let  certain 
bounds  to  it. — 44  For  my  own  part  (you  will 
fay)  1  declare  I  want,  and  would  wifli  no 
more  but  a  fufficient  competency  of  thole 
things  which  are  requifite  to  the  real  ufes 
and  occafions  of  life,  fui table  to  the  Avay  I 
have  been  taught  to  expect  from  ufe  and 
education/' — But  recoiled  how  fcldom  it 
ever  happens,  ivhen  thefe  points  are  fecured, 
but  that  new  occalions  and  new  neceffities 
prefent  themfelves ;  and  every  day  as  you 
groAv  richer,  frefli  Avants  are  difcovered,  which 
rile  up  before  you  as  you  afcend  the  hill ;  fo 
that  every  liep  you  take,— every  acceliion  to 
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your  fortune,  fet  your  defires  one  degree  far¬ 
ther  from  reft  and  fatisfa£tion  ; — that  fome- 
thing  you  have  not  yet  grafped,  and  poffibly 
never  fliall ;  that  devil  of  a  phantom,  unpol- 
feffed  and  unpofTelfable,  is  perpetually  haunt¬ 
ing  you,  and  ftepping  in  betwixt  you  and 
your  contentment. — Unhappy  creature  ! — to 
think  of  enjoying  that  blefling  without  mo¬ 
deration  ! — or  imagine  that  fo  facred  a  tem¬ 
ple  can  be  raifed  upon  the  foundation  of 
wealth  or  power !— If  the  ground  work  is 
not  laid  within  your  own  mind,  they  will  as 
foon  add  a  cubit  to  your  Itature  as  to  your 
happincfs. — To  be  convinced  it  is  fo, — pray 
look  up  to  thofe  who  have  got  as  high  as  their 
warmeft  wifhes  could  carry  them  in  this 
afcent : — do  you  obferve  they  live  the  better, 
the  longer,  the  merrier  ? — or  that  they  fleep 
the  founder  in  their  beds,  for  having  twice  as 
much  as  they  wanted,  or  well  know  how  to 
dilpofe  of? — Of  all  rules  for  calculating  hap- 
pinefs,  this  is  the  molt  deceitful,  and  which 
few  but  weak  minds,  and  thofe  unpraxStifed 
in  the  world  too,  ever  think  of  applying  as 
the  mcafure  in  fuch  an  eltimation. — Great 
and  inexprelfible  may  be  the  happinefs  which 
a  moderate  fortune  and  moderate  defires,  with 
a  confcioufnefs  of  virtue,  will  fecure.  Many 
are  the  filent  pleafures  of  the  honeit  peafant, 
who  rifes  cheerful  to  his  labour  : — why  lhould 
they  not  ?• — Look  into  his  houfe,  the  feat  of 
each  man's  happinefs ; — has  he  not  the  fame 
domeftic  endearments, — the  fame  joy  and 
comfort  in  his  children,  and  as  flattering 
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hopes  of  their  doing  well,  to  enliven  his  hours 
and  gladden  his  heart,  as  you  could  conceive 
in  the  higheit  ftation  P — And  I  make  no  doubt, 
in  general,  but  if  the  true  ftate  of  his  joys  and 
bufferings  could  be  fairly  balanced  with  tliofe 
of  his  betters,  whether  any  thing  would  ap¬ 
pear  at  the  foot  of  the  account  but  what 
would  recommend  the  moral  of  this  dif- 
courfe. — This,  I  own,  is  not  to  be  attained  to 
by  the  cynical ftale  trick  of  haranguing  againft 
the  goods  of  fortune -  they  were  never  in¬ 
tended  to  be  talked  out  of  the  world. — But 
as  virtue  and  true  wifdom  lie  in  the  middle 
of  extremes, — on  one  hand,  not  to  negle6t 
and  defpife  riches  fo  as  to  forget  ourfelves  ; 
and,  on  the  other,  not  to  purfue  and  love  them 
fo  as  to  forget  God  ; — to  have  them  foine- 
times  in  our  heads, —  but  always,  fomething 
more  important  in  our  hearts. 
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SELF-EXAMINATION'. 

ISAIAH  I.3. 

The  ox  knovveth  his  owner,  and  the  afs  his  mailer’s  crib  ; ; — but 
Ifrael  doth  not  know, — my  people  doth  not  confider. 


Ti  S  a  fevere  but  an  affectionate  reproach 
of  the  prophet’s,  laid  againft  the  Ifraelites, 
which  may  lately  be  applied  to  every  heedlefs 
and  unthankful  people,  who  are  neither  won 
by  God’s  mercies,  nor  terrified  by  his  punifli- 
ments. — There  is  a  giddy,  thoughtlefs,  in¬ 
temperate  fpirit  gone  forth  into  the  world, 
which  polfelles  the  generality  of  mankind 
and  the  reafon  the  world  is  undone  is,  hecaufe 
the  w  orld  does  not  eonlider, — conliders  nei¬ 
ther  awful  regard  to  God,- — nor  the  true  re¬ 
lation  theinfelves  bear  to  him.  Could  they 
eonlider  this,  and  learn  to  weigh  the  caufes, 
and  compare  the  confeq lienees  of  things,  and 
to  exerciie  the  reafon  which  God  has  put  in¬ 
to  us  for  the  government  and  direction  of  our 


lives, — there  would  be  fome  hopes  of  a  re¬ 
formation. — But,  as  the  world  goes,  there  is 
110  leifure  for  fuch  enquiries;  and  lo  full  are 
our  minds  of  other  matters,  that  we  have  not 
time  to  alk,  nor  a  heart  to  anfwer  the  quef- 
tions  we  ought  to  put  to  ourfelves. 

Whatever  our  condition  is,  ’tis  oood  to  be 

m  '  O 

acquainted  with  it  in  time,  to  be  able  to  fup- 

ply 
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ply  what  is  wanting, — and  examine  the  Itate 
of  oar  accounts  before  we  come  to  give  them 
up  to  an  impartial  Judge. 

The  molt  inconfiderate  fee  the  reafonable- 
nefs  of  this,— there  being  few,  I  believe,  either 
fo  thoughtlefs, — or  even  fo  bad, — but  that 
they  foinetimes  enter  upon  this  duty,  and 
have  fome  Ihort  intervals  of  felf-examination, 
which  they  are  forced  upon  if  from  no 
other  motive,  yet  at  leaft  to  free  themfelves 
from  the  load  and  opprellion  of  fpirits  they 
mult  neceffarily  be  fubjebt  to  without  it. — 
But  as  the  Scripture  frequently  intimates, — 
and  obfervation  confirms  it  daily,— that  there 
are  manv  miftakes  attending  the  dilcharge  of 
this  duty, — I  cannot  make  the  remainder  of 
this  difcourfe  more  ufeful,  than  by  a  ihort  en¬ 
quiry  into  tliem.  I  ihall  therefore,  firfr,  beg 
leave  to  remind  you  of  fome  of  the  manv  un- 
happy  ways  by  which  we  often  fet  about  this 
irkfome  talk  of  examining  our  works,  without 
being  either  the  better  or  the  wifer  for  the 
employment. 

And,  firft,  then  let  us  begin  with  that 
which  is  the  foundation  of  all  the  other  falfe 
meafures  we  take  in  this  matter ; — that  is,  the 
letting  about  the  examination  of  our  works, 
before  we  are  prepared  with  honeft  difpofi- 
tions  to  amend  them  : — this  is  beginning  the 
work  at  the  wrong  end.  Thefe  previous  dif- 
pofitions  in  the  heart,  are  the  wheels  that 
lliould  make  this  work  go  ealily  and  fuccefs- 
fully  forwards  ; — and  to  take  them  off,  and 
proceed  without  them,  ’tis  no  miracle,  if,  like 
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Pharaoh's  chariots,  they  that  drive  them,— 
drive  them  heavily  along. 

Betides,  if  a  man  is  not  fincerely  inclined 
to  reform  his  faults, — 'tis  not  likely  he  lhould 
be  inclined  to  fee  them  ; — nor  will  all  the 
Weekly  Preparations  that  ever  were  wrote, 
bring  him  nearer  the  point: — fo  that  with 
how  ferious  a  face  foever  he  begins  to  exa¬ 
mine, —he  no  longer  does  the  office  of  an 
enquirer, — but  an  apologift ;  whole  bufinefs 
is  not  to  fearch  for  truth, — but  fkilfully  to 
hide  it.— So  long, — therefore,  as  this  pre- 
engagement  lafts  betwixt  the  man  and  his 
old  habits, — there  is  little  profpedi  of  prov¬ 
ing  his  works  to  any  good  purpofe, — of 
whatever  kind  they  are,  with  fo  itrong  an 
intereft  and  power  on  their  fide. — As  in 
other  trials,  fo  in  this,  ’tis  no  wonder  if  the 
evidence  is  puzzled  and  confounded,  and 
the  feveral  facts  and  circumftances  fo  twifted 
from  their  natural  fhapes,  and  the  whole 
proof  fo  altered  and  confirmed  on  the  other 
fide, — as  to  leave  the  lalt  liate  of  that  man 
even  worfe  than  the  firft. 

A  fecond  unhappy,  though  general,  mif- 
take  in  this  great  duty  of  proving  our 
works,  is  that  which  the  apoltle  hints  at; 
in  the  doing  it,  not  by  a  direct  examination 
of  our  own  actions,  but  from  a  comparative 
view  of  them  with  the  lives  and  actions  of 
other  men. 

When  a  man  is  going  to  enter  upon  this 
work  of  felf-examination, —  there  is  nothing 
fo  common  as  to  fee  him  look  round  him, — 
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inftead  of  looking  within  him. — He  looks 
round, — finds  out  fome  one  who  is  more  ma¬ 
licious, — fees  another  that  is  more  covetous, 
— a  third  that  is  more  proud  and  imperious 
than  himfelf; — and  fo  indirectly  forms  a 
judgment  of  himfelf,  not  from  a  review  of 
his  life,  and  a  proving  of  his  own  works,  as 
the  apoftle  diredts  him,  but  rather  from 
proving  the  works  of  others,  and  from  their 
infirmities  and  defedts,  drawing  a  deceitful 
conclufion  in  favour  of  himfelf. — In  all  com¬ 
petitions  of  this  kind, — one  may  venture  to 
fay,  there  will  be  ever  fo  much  of  felf-love 
in  a  man,  as  to  draw  a  flattering  likenefs  of 
one  of  the  parties; — and  ’tis  well,— if  he  has 
not  fo  much  malignity  too,  as  to  give  but  a 
coarfe  pidture  of  the  other, — finiflied  with  fo 
many  hard  ftrokes,  as  to  make  the  one  as 
unlike  its  original  as  the  other. 

Thus  the  pharilee,  when  he  entered  the 
temple, — no  fooner  law  the  publican,  but 
that  moment  he  formed  the  idea  to  himfelf 
of  all  the  vices  and  corruptions  that  could 
poffibly  enter  into  the  man’s  character, — 
and  with  great  dexterity,  ltated  all  his  own 
virtues  and  good  qualities  over  againft  them, 
llis  abftinence  and  frequent  fallings, — ex  act- 
11  efs  in  the  debts  and  ceremonies  of  the  law  ; 
not  balancing  the  account  as  he  ought  to 
have  done,  in  this  manner: — 4  What !  though 

•  .  O 

this  man  is  a  publican  and  a  firmer,  have 
not  I  my  vices  as  well  as  he  ?  "Tis  true,  his 
particular  office  expofes  him  to  many  tempt¬ 
ations  of  committing  extortion  and  injuitice; 
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* — but  then, — am  not  I  a  devourer  of  widows 
houfes,  and  guilty  of  one  of  the  molt  cruel 
inltances  of  the  fame  crime?  He  poflibly 
is  a  profane  perfon,  and  may  fet  religion 
at  nought: — but  do  not  I  myfelf,  for  a  pre¬ 
tence,  make  long  prayers,  and  bring  the 


greateft  of  all  fcandals  upon  religion,  by 
making  it  a  cloke  to  my  ambitious  and 
worldly  views?— If  he,  laitiy,  is  debauched 
and  intemperate, — am  not  I  confcious  of 
as  corrupt  and  wanton  difpofitions;  and  that 
a  fair  and  guarded  outline  is  my  belt  pre¬ 
tence  to  the  oppolite  character  ?' 

If  a  man  will  examine  his  works  by  a 
comparative  view  of  them  with  others, — - 
this,  no  doubt,  would  be  the  fairer,  and  lealt 
likely  to  miflead  him. — But  this  is  feldom 
the  method  this  trial  has  gone  through; — in 
fact,  it  generally  turns  out  to  be  as  trea- 
cherous  and  delufive  to  the  man  himlelf,  as 
it  is  uncandid  to  the  man  who  is  dragged 


into  the  companion;  and  whoever  judges  of 
himfelf  by  this  rule, — fo  long  as  there  is  no 
fcarcity  of  vicious  characters  in  the  world 


9 


tis  to  be  feared  he  will  often  take  the  oc- 


cafions  of  triumph  and  rejoicing, — where,  in 
truth,  he  ought  rather  to  be  forrv  and 
alliamed. 

A  third  error  in  the  manner  of  proving 
our  works,  is  what  we  are  guilty  of  when 
we  leave  out  of  the  calculation  the  only 
material  parts  of  them;' — I  mean,  the  mo¬ 
tives  and  firlt  principles  from  whence  they 
proceeded.  There  is  many  a  fair  initance 
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of  generality,  chattily,  and  fell-denial,  which 
the  world  may  give  a  man  the  credit  of; — 
which,  if  he  would  give  himfelf  the  leifure  to 
re  lie  ft  upon,  and  trace  back  to  their  firft 
fprings, — he  would  be  confcious,  proceeded 
from  fuch  views  and  intentions  as,  if  known, 
wrould  not  be  to  his  honour.—™' The  truth  of 
this  may  be  made  evident  by  a  thoufand 
inftances  in  life: — and  yet  there  is  nothing 
more  ufual  than  for  a  man  when  he  is  going 

O  O 

upon  this  duty  of  felf-examination, — inftead 
of  calling  his  own  ways  to  remembrance, — 
to  clofe  the  whole  enquiry  at  once,  with  this 
fliort  challenge, — “  That  he  defies  the  world 
to  fay  ill  of  him.”  If  the  world  has  110 
exprefs  evidence,  this  indeed  may  be  an 
argument  of  his  good  luck;  but  no  fatif- 
factory  one  of  the  real  goodnefs  and  inno¬ 
cence  of  his  life. — A  mail  may  be  a  very 
bad  man,  —  and  yet,  through  caution, — - 
through  deep-laid  policy  and  defign,  may 
fo  guard  all  outward  appearances,  as  never 
to  want  this  negative  tettimony  on  his  fide, 
— 6  That  the  world  knows  no  evil  of  him/ 
— how  little  foever  he  deferves  it. — Of  all 
allays  upon  a  man's  fell*,  this  may  be  find 
to  be  the  flighted: ;  this  method  of  proving 
the  goodnefs  of  our  works, —  differing  but 
little  in  kind  from  that  unhappy  one, — 
which  many  unwary  people  take  in  proving 
the  goodnefs  of’  their  coin;- — who,  if  it  hap¬ 
pens  to  be  fufpicious, — inftead  of  bringing 
it  either  to  the  balance  or  the  touchftone 
to  try  its  worth, — they  ignorantly  go  forth, 

and 
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and  try  if  they  can  pafs  it  upon  the  world : 
— if  lo,  all  is  well,  and  they  are  fared  all 
the  expence  and  pains  of  enquiring  after 
and  detecting  the  cheat. 

A  fourth  error  in  this  duty  of  examination 
of  mens  works  is,  that  of  committing  the  talk 
to  others: — an  error  into  which  thou  lands 
of  well-meaning  creatures  are  enfnared  in 
the  Romilh  church  by  her  dobtrines  of  auri¬ 
cular  confeffion,  of  works  of  fupererogation, 
and  the  many  lucrative  practices  raifed  upon 
that  capital  ftock: — the  trade  of  which  is 
carried  to  fuch  a  height  in  Popilli  countries, 
that  if  you  was  at  Rome  or  Naples  now, 
and  was  difpofed,  in  compliance  with  the 
apoftle’s  exhortation  in  the  text,  to  fet  about 
this  duty,  to  prove  your  own  works, — ’tis 
great  odds  whether  you  would  be  fuffered 
to  do  it  yourfelf,  without  interruption  :  and 
you  might  be  laid  to  have  efcaped  well,  if 
the  firft  perfon  you  confulted  upon  it  did 
not  talk  you  out  of  your  refolution,  and 
poffibly  your  fcnfes  too  at  the  fame  time. — - 
Prove  your  works ! — For  Heaven’s  fake,  de¬ 
lift  from  fo  rafh  an  undertaking! — What! — 
truft  your  own  Ikill  and  judgment  in  a 
matter  of  fo  much  difficulty  and  importance, 
— when  there  are  fo  many  whole  bulinefs  it 
is, — who  underftand  it  fo  well, — and  who 
can  do  it  for  you  with  fo  much  fafety  and 
advantage ! 

If  your  works  muft  be  proved,  you  would 
be  adviled  by  all  means  to  fend  them  to 
undergo  this  operation  with  fome  one  who 

knows 
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knows  what  he  is  about:  either  fome  expert 
and  noted  confeflor  of  the  church, — or  to 
fome  convent,— or  religious  fociety,  who  are 
in  polfeliion  of  a  large  flock  of  good  works 
of  all  kinds,  wrought  up  by  faints  and  con- 
feffors,  where  you  may  fuit  yourfelf, — and 
either  get  the  defeats  of  your  own  fupplied, 
— or  be  accommodated  with  new  ones  ready 
proved  to  your  hands,  fealed,  and  certified 
to  be  fo  by  the  Pope's  commiffary  and  the 
notaries  of  his  ecclefiaftic  court.  There 
needs  little  more  to  lay  open  this  fatal  error, 
— than  barely  to  reprelent  it:  fo  I  fliall  only 
add  a  fhort  remark, — That  they  who  are 
perfuaded  to  be  thus  virtuous  by  proxy, 
and  will  prove  the  goodnefs  of  their  works 
only  by  deputies, — will  have  no  reafon  to 
complain  againft  God's  jultice, — if  he  fuffers 
them  to  go  to  Heaven  only  in  the  fame 
manner;— that  is, — by  deputies  too. 

The  laft  miftake  which  I  fliall  have  time 
to  mention  is,  that  which  the  Methodifts 
have  revived ;  for  ’tis  no  new  error, — but 
one  which  has  milled  thoufands  before  thefe 
days,  wherever  enthufiafm  had  got  footing; 
r — and  that  is, — the  attempting  to  prove 
their  works  by  that  very  argument  which 
is  the  greatelt  proof  of  their  weaknefs  and 
fuperltition; — I  mean  that  extraordinary  iin- 
pulfe  and  intercourfe  with  the  Spirit  of  God 
which  they  pretend  to,  and  whofe  operations 
(if  you  trail  them)  are  fo  fenfibly  felt  in  their 
hearts  and  fouls,  as  to  render  at  once  all 
other  proofs  of  their  works  needlefs  to  thern- 

felves. 
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ielves.— This,  I  own,  is  one  of  the  1110ft 
fummary  ways  of  proceeding  in  this  duty 
of  feif-examination ; — and,  as  it  proves  a 
man’s  works  in  the  grofs,  it  laves  him  a 
world  of  lober  thought  and  enquiry  after 
many  vexatious  particulars. 

Indeed,  if  the  premifes  were  true, — the 
inference  is  direct; — for  when  a  man  dreams 


of  thefe  inward  workings — and  wakes  with 
^  ^  ©  ' 

the  impreffion  of  them  Itrong  upon  his  brain, 
dis  not  ftrange  he  fhould  think  himfelf  a 
chofen  veffel, — fan  edified  within,  and  fealed 
up  unto  the  perfect  day  of  redemption;  and 
fo  long  as  fueh  a  one  is  led  captive  by  this 
error, —  there  is  nothing  in  nature  to  induce 
him  to  this  duty  of  examining  his  own  works 
in  the  fenfe  of  the  prophet:— for  however 
bad  they  are, — fo  long  as  his  credulity  and 
enthufiafm  equal  them,  Tis  impoffible  they 
lliould  difturb  his  confcience,  or  frighten  him 
into  a  reformation.  Thefe  are  foine  of  the 
unhappy  miltakes  in  the  many  methods  this 
work  is  fet  about, — which,  in  a  great  m ca¬ 


ll]  re,  rob  us  of  the  fruits  we  expected, — and 
fometimes  fo  entirely  blaft  them,  that  we  are 
neither  the  better  nor  wifer  for  all  the  pains 
we  have  taken. 

There  are  many  other  falfe  fteps  which  lead 
us  the  fame  way; — -but  the  delineation  of 
thefe,  however,  may  ferve  at  prefent,  not 
only  as  fo  many  land-marks  to  guard  us 
from  this  dangerous  coalt  which  1  have  de- 
fcribed,  but  to  diredf  us  likewife  into  that 
fafe  one,  where  we  can  only  expe6t  the  re- 
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ward  the  Gofpel  prpmifes  ; — for  if,  according 
to  the  firli  recited  caules,  a  ipan  fails  in 
examining  his  works,  from  a  difin^linatidn  to 
reform  them, — from  partiality  of  companions, 
from  flattery  to  his  own  motives,  and  a  vain 
dependence  upon  the  opinion  of  the  world, — 
the  conclusion  is  unavoidable,  that  he  mult 
fearch  for  the  qualities  the  moil  oppolite 
to  thefe  for  his  conductors  ; — and  if  he  hopes 
to  difcharge  this  work  lb  as  to  have  ad  van- 
tage  from  it, — that  he  mull  fet  out  upon  the 
principles  of  an  honeft  head,  willing  to  re¬ 
form  itfelf,  and  attached  principally  to  that 
object,  without  regard  to  the  fpiritual  condi¬ 
tion  of  others,  or  the  milguided  opinions 
which  the  world  may  have  of  himfelf. 

That  for  this  end, — he  mult  call  his  own 
ways  to  remembrance,  and  fearch  out  his 
fpirit, — fearch  his  actions  with  the  fame  cri¬ 
tical  exactnefs  and  fame  piercing  curiolity  we 
are  wont  to  lit  in  judgment  upon  others; — 
varnifhins;  nothing, — and  difouifinff  nothing. 
If  he  proceeds  thus,  and  in  every  relation  of 
life  takes  a  full  view  of  himfelf  without  pre¬ 
judice; — traces  his  actions  to  their  principles 
without  mercy,  and  looks  into  the  dark  cor¬ 
ners  and  recedes  of  his  heart  withoutfear,  and, 
if  upon  Inch  an  enquiry  he  acts  confident 
with  his  view  in  it,  by  reforming  his  errors, 
feparating  the  drofs,  and  purifying  the  whole 
mafs  with  repentance,— this  will  bid  fair  for 
examining  a  man’s  works  in  the  apoitlc’s  fenfe: 
— and  whoever  difeharges  the  duty  thus, 
with  a  view  to  feripture,  which  is  the  rule  in 

this 
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this  cafe, — and  to  reafon,  which  is  the  ap- 
plier  of  this  rule  in  all  cafes, — need  not  fear 
but  he  will  have  what  the  prophet  calls  “  re- 
64  joicing  in  himfelf,” — and  that  he  will  lay 
the  foundation  of  his  peace  and  comfort 
where  it  ought  to  lie  ; — that  is,  within  himfelf, 
—  in  the  teltimony  of  a  good  confcience,  and 
the  joyful  expectation  that,  having  done  his 
moft  to  examine  his  own  works  here,  God  will 
accept  them  hereafter,  through  the  merits  of 
‘Chrift  ;  which  God  grant !  Amen. 
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10B*S  EXPOSTULATION"  WITH  HIS  WIFE* 

Job  ii.  i Ob 

What ! — -Shall  we  receive  good  at  the  hand  of  God,  and  fhall 

we  not  receive  evil  alfo  ? 

i 

I  HESE  are  the  words  of  Job,  uttered  in 
the  depth  of  his  misfortunes,  by  way  of  re¬ 
proof  to  his  wife,  for  the  counfel  wre  find  die 
had  given  him  in  the  foregoing  verfe  ;  namely. 
Not  to  retain  his  integrity  any  longer, — but 
to  “  curfe  God  and  die/'  Though  it  is  not 
very  evident  what  wras  particularly  meant  and 
implied  in  the  wrords, — 66  curfe  God  and  die,” 
— yet  it  is  certain*  from  Job's  reply  to  them, 
that  they  directed  him  to  fome  dep  which 
was  ralh  and  unwarrantable ;  and,  probably, 
as  it  is  generally  explained,  meant  that  he 
fhould  openly  call  God's  juftice  to  an  account, 
and  by  a  blafphemous  accufation  of  it,  pro¬ 
voke  God  to  dcdrovhis  being:  as  if  flie  had 
laid, — “  After  fo  many  fad  things  which  have 
befallen  thee,— notwithstanding  thy  integrity, 
— what  gained  thou  by  ferving  God,  feeing  he 
bears  thus  hard  upon  thee,  as  though  thou 
wad  his  enemy  ? — Ought  fo  faithful  a  fer- 
vant  as  thou  had  been,  to  receive  fo  much 
unkind  treatment  at  his  hands, — and  tamely 
to  fubmit  to  it? — patiently  to  fudain  the 
vol.  in.  o  evils 
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evils  be  has  brought  upon  thy  lioufe,  and 
neither  murmur  with  thy  lips,  nor  charge  him 
with  injuftice  ? — Bear  it  not  thus and  as 
thy  piety  could  not  at  firft  protect  thee  from 
fuch  misfortunes,— nor  thy  behaviour  under 
them  could  fince  move  God  to  take  pity  on 
thee,— change  thy  conduct  towards  him, — 
boldly  expoiiulate  with  him, — upbraid  him 
openly  with  unkindnefs, — call  his  juftice  and 
providence  to  an  account  for  oppreffing  thee 
in  fo  undeferved  a  manner,  and  get  that  be¬ 
nefit  by  provoking  him,  which  thou  haft  not 
been  able  to  obtain  by  ferving  him,  to  die 
at  once  by  his  hands,  and  be  freed  at  leaft 
from  the  greater  mifcry  of  a  lingering  and 
more  tormenting  death/’ 

On  the  other  hand,  fome  interpreters  tell 
us, — that  the  word  curfe ,  in  the  original,  is 
equivocal,  and  does  more  literally  fignify 
here,  to  blefs  than  to  blafpheme  ;  and  confe- 
quently,  that  the  whole  is  rather  to  be  con- 
iidered  as  a  farcaftical  feoff  at  Job’s  piety; — - 
as  if  it  had  been  laid, — 66  Go  to,  blefs  God, 
and  die; — lince  thou  art  fo  ready  to  praife 
him  in  troubles  as  thou  haft  done,  go  on  in 
thy  own  way,  and  fee  how  God  will  reward 
thee  by  a  miferable  death,  which  thou  canft 
not  avoid;*’ 

Without  difputing  the  merit  of  thefe  two 
interpretations,  it  may  not  feem  an  impro¬ 
bable  conjecture,  that  the  words  imply  fome- 
thing  ft  ill  different  from  what  is  expreffed  in 
either  of  them  ; — and,  inftead  of  fuppofing 
them  as  an  incitement  to  blafpheme  God, — 
v  which 
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which  was  madnefs, — or  that  they  were  in¬ 
tended  as  an  infult,  which  was  unnatural, — - 
that  her  advice  to  curfe  God  and  die,  was 
meant  here,  that  lie  fhould  refolve  upon  a 
voluntary  death  himfelf,  which  was  an  a6t 
not  only  in  his  own  power,  but  what  carried 
lome  appearance  of  a  remedy  with  it,  and 
promifed,  at  leaft  at  firft  fight,  fome  refpite 
from  pain,  as  it  would  put  an  end  both  to  his 
life  and  his  misfortunes  together. 

One  may  fuppofe  that,  w  ith  all  the  concern 
and  affection  which  was  natural,  die  beheld 
her  lord  afflidted  both  with  poverty  and  fick- 
nefs ; — by  one  fudden  blow,  brought  down 
from  his  palace  to  the  dunghill : — in  one 
mournful  day  the  faw  that  not  only  the  for¬ 
tunes  of  his  houfe  were  blafted,  but  likewifethe 
hopes  of  his  pofterity  cut  off  for  ever  by  the 
untimely  lofs  of  his  children. — She  knew  he 
was  a  virtuous  and  an  upright  man,  and  de¬ 
fer  ved  a  better  fate  ; — her  heart  bled  the 
more  for  him  ; — fhe  faw  the  profpedt  before 
him  was  dreadful  ; — that  there  appeared  no 
poffible  means  which  could  retrieve  the  fad 
fituation  of  his  affairs  : — that  death,— the  lad, 
the  fureft  friend  to  the  unfortunate*— could 
only  fet  him  free  ; — and  that  it  was  better  to 
refolve  upon  that  at  once,  than  vainly  endea¬ 
vour  to  wade  through  fuch  a  fea  of  troubles, 
which,  in  the  end,  would  overwhelm  him.  We 
may  fuppofe  her  fpirits  finking  under  thofe 
apprehenfions,  when  fhe  began  to  look  upon 
his  conllancy  as  a  fruitlefs  virtue,  and,  from 
that  perfuafion,  to  have  faid  unto  him, — Curfe 
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Cod, — depend  no  longer  upon  him,  nor  wait 
the  ififues  of  his  providence,  which  has  already 
forfaken  thee  as  there  is  no  help  from  that 
quarter,  refolve  to  extricate  thyfelf; — and, 
fmce  thou  haft  met  with  no  jultice  in  this 
world, — leave  it, — die,  and  force  thy  paf- 
fage  into  a  better  country,  where  misfortunes 
cannot  follow  thee. 

Whether  this  paraphrafe  upon  the  words 
is  juft,  or  the  former  interpretations  be  ad¬ 
mitted,  the  reply  in  the  text  is  equally  pro¬ 
per ; — What  ! — Shall  we  receive  good  at  the 
hands  of  God,  and  fhall  we  not  receive  evil 
alfo  ?  Are  not  both  alike  the  difpenfations  of 
an  all-wife  and  good  Being,  who  know  s  and 
determines  what  is  bejl?  and  wherefore  fhould 
1  make  inyfelf  the  judge,  to  receive  the  one, 
and  yet  be  fo  partial  as  to  rejeCt  the  other, 
when,  by  fairly  putting  both  into  the  fcale,  I 
may  be  convinced  how  much  the  good  out¬ 
weighs  the  evil  in  all  cafes  ?  In  my  own,  con- 
iider  how  ftrong  this  argument  is  againft  me. 

In  the  beginning  of  my  days,  how  did  God 
crown  me  with  honour  !  In  how  remarkable  a 
manner  did  his  providence  fet  a  hedge  about 
me,  and  about  all  that  I  had  on  every  fide  ! — 
how  he  profpered  the  works  of  illy  hands,  fo 
that  our  fubftance  and  happinefs  increafed 
every  day  ! 

And  now,  when,  for  reafons  beft  known  to 
his  infinite  wdfdom,  he  has  thought  fit  to  try 
me  with  afflictions, — fhall  I  rebel  againft  him, 
in  finning  with  my  lips,  and  charging  him 
fodlifhly  ? — God  forbid! — Q,  rather,  may  I 
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look  up  towards  that  hand  which  has  b railed- 
me, — forhemakethfore,and  he  bindethup;  he 
woundeth,  and  his  hands  make  whole.  From 
his  bounty  only  has  ilfued  all  I  had;  from  his 
wifdom — all  1  have  loll;  for  he  giveth,  and 
lie  hath  taken  away  :  bleflfed  be  his  name! 


There  are  few  inftances  of  particular  virtue 


more  engaging;  than  thofe  of  this  heroic  calt ; 
and,  if  we  take  the  teitimony  of  a  heathen 
philofopher  upon  it,  there  is  not  an  object  in 
this  world  which  God  can  be  luppofed  to 
look  down  upon  with  greater  pleafure  than 
that  of  a  good  man  involved  in  misfortunes, 
furrounded  on  all  fides  with  difficulties, — - 
yet  cheerfully  bearing  up  his  head,  and 
lirugoling;  amiinlt  them  with  firmnefs  and 
conliancy  of  mind. — Certainly,  to  our  con¬ 
ceptions,  fuch  objects  mult  be  truly  en¬ 
gaging: — and  the  reafon  of  fo  exalted  an 
encomium  from  this  hand  is  eafily  to  be 
gueffed;  no  doubt,  the  wifelt  of  the  heathen 
philofophers  had  found,  from  obfervation 
upon  the  life  of  man,  that  the  many  trou¬ 
bles  and  infirmities  of  his  nature,  the  fick- 
neffes,  difappointmcnts,  forrows  for  the  lofs 
of  children  or  property,  with  the  numberlefs 
other  calamities  and  crofs  accidents  to  which 
the  life  of  man  is  IVibjeCt,  were  in  themfelves 
fo  great ; — and  fo  little  folid  comfort  to  be  ad- 
miniftered  from  the  mere  refinements  of  phi- 
lofophy  in  fuch  emergencies,  that  there  was 
no  virtue  which  required  greater  efforts,  or 
which  was  found  fo  difficult  to  be  atchieved 


upon  moral  principles, — upon  moral  princi- 
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pies,  which  had  no  foundation  to  fuftain  this 
great  weight  which  the  infirmities  of  our  na¬ 
ture  laid  upon  it; — and,  for  this  reafon,  "tis 
obfervable,  that  there  is  no  fubjedt,  upon 
which  the  moral  writers  of  antiquity  have  ex- 
haufted  fo  much  of  their  eloquence,  or  where 
they  have  fpent  fuch  time  and  pains,  as  in 
this  of  endeavouring  to  reconcile  men  to  thefe 
evils;  infomuch,  that  from  thence,  in  moft 
modern  languages,  the  patient  enduring  of 
affliction  has,  by  degrees,  obtained  the  name 
of  Philofopher,  and  almoft  monopolized  the 
word  to  itfelf,  as  if  it  was  the  chief  end  or 
compendium  of  all  the  wifdom  which  philo- 
fophy  had  to  offer.  And  indeed,  confidering 
what  lights  they  had,  fome  of  them  wrote 
exceedingly  well;  yet,  as  what  they  laid  pro¬ 
ceeded  more  from  the  head  than  the  heart, 
ffwas  generally  more  calculated  to  lilence  a 
man  in  his  troubles,  than  to  convince  and 
teach  him  how  to  bear  them;  and,  therefore, 
however  fubtle  and  ingenious  their  arguments 
might  appear  in  the  reading,  ffis  to  be  feared 
they  loft  much  of  their  efficacy  when  tried 
in  the  application.  If  a  man  was  thruft  back 
in  the  world  by  difappointments,  or,  as  was 
Job’s  cafe,  had  Inhered  a  hidden  change  in 
his  fortunes,  from  an  affluent  condition  was. 
brought  down  by  a  train  of  cruel  accidents, 
and  pinched  with  poverty, — pliilofophy  would 
come  in,  and  exhort  him  to  Hand  his  ground  ; 
— it  would  tell  him,  that  the  fame  greatnefs 
and  ftrength  of  mind  which  enabled  him  to 
behave  well  in  the  days  of  his  profperity, 
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fhould  equally  enable  him  to  behave  well  in 
the  days  of  his  adverfity; — that  it  was  the 
property  of  only  weak  and  bale  fpirits,  who 
wrere  infolent  in  the  one,  to  be  dejeCted  and 
overthrown  by  the  other;  whereas,  great  and 
generous  fouls  were  at  all  times  calm  and 
equal:  as  they  enjoyed  the  advantages  of 
life  with  indifference,  they  were  able  to  refimi 
them  with  the  fame  temper, — and,  conle- 
quently,  were  out  of  the  reach  of  fortune. 
All  which,  however  fine,  and  likely  to  fatisfy 
the  fancy  of  a  man  at  eafe,  could  convey  but 
little  confolation  to  a  heart  already  pierced 
with  forrow; — nor  is  it  to  be  conceived  how 
an  unfortunate  creature  fhould  any  more 
receive  relief  from  fuch  a  lecture,  however 
juft,  than  a  man  racked  with  an  acute  fit  of 
the  gout  or  ftone,  could  be  fuppofed  to  be 
fet  free  from  torture  by  hearing  from  his 
phyfician  a  nice  diflertation  upon  his  cafe. 
The  philofophic  confolations  in  ficknefs,  or 
in  afflictions  for  the  death  of  friends  and 
kindred,  were  juft  as  efficacious; — and  were 
rather,  in  general,  to  be  confidered  as  good 
layings  than  good  remedies; — fo  that,  if  a 
man  was  bereaved  of  a  promifed  child,  in 
whom  all  his  hopes  and  expectations  cen¬ 
tered, — or  a  wife  was  left  deftitute  to  mourn 
the  lots  and  protection  of  a  kind  and  tender 
hufband,  Seneca  or  EpiCtetus  would  tell  the 
pentive  parent  and  difconfolate  widow, — 
that  tears  and  lamentations  for  the  dead 
were  fruitlefs  and  abfurd!- — that  to  die  was 
the  necefiary  and  unavoidable  debt  of  na- 
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lure ; — and,  as  it  could  admit  of  no  remedy, 

- — "twas  impious  and  foolifh  to  grieve  and 
fret  themfelves  upon  it.  Upon  fnch  fage 
counfel,  as  well  as  many  other  leffons  of  the 
fame  Stamp,  the  fame  reflexion  might  be 
applied,  which  is  faid  to  have  been  made 
by  one  of  the  Roman  Emperors  to  one  who 
administered  the  fame  confutations  to  him 
on  a  like  occafion; — to  whom,  advifing  him 
to  be  comforted,  and  make  himfelf  eafy, 
fmce  the  event  had  been  brought  about  by 
fatality,  and  could  not  be  helped, — he  re¬ 
plied, — 6  That  this  was  fo  far  from  leffening 
4  his  trouble, — that  it  wTas  the  very  circum- 
*  fiance  which  occasioned  it/- — So  that,  upon 
the  whole,' — when  the  true  value  of  thefe, 
and  many  more  of  their  current  arguments, 
have  been  weighed  and  brought  to  the  teft, 
— one  is  led  to  doubt  whether  the  greateft 
part  of  their  heroes,  the  molt  renowmed  for 
conftancy,  were  not  much  more  indebted  to 
good  nerves  and  lpirits,  or  the  natural  happy 
frame  of  their  tempers,  for  behaving  well, 
than  to  any  extraordinary  helps  which  they  . 
could  be  fuppofed  to  receive  from  their  in- 
ftrudtors;  and,  therefore,  I  Should  make  no 
feruple  to  aifert,  that  one  fuch  inftance  of 
patience  and  resignation  as  this,  which  the 
Scripture  gives  us  in  the  perfon  of  Job,  not 
of  one  moft  pornpoully  declaiming  upon  the 
contempt  of  pain  and  poverty,  but  of  a  man 
funk  in  the  lowelt  condition  of  humanity,  to 
behold  him  when  Stripped  of  his  eftate, — his 
wealth,  his  friends,  his  children,— cheerfully 
ji  holding 
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holding  up  his  head,  and  entertaining  his 
hard  fortune  with  firmnefs  and  ferenity, — 
and  this,  not  from  a  ftoical  11  upidity,  but  a 
juft  fenle  of  God's  providence,  and  a  per- 
fuafion  of  his  juftice  and  goodnefs  in  all  his 
dealings; — fuch  an  example,  I  fay,  as  this, 
is  of  more  univerfal  ufe,  fpeaks  truer  to  the 
heart,  than  all  the  heroic  precepts  which  the 
pedantry  of  philofophy  has  to  offer. 

This  leads  me  to  the  point  I  aim  at  in  this 
difcourfe,  namely,  that  there  are  no  principles 
but  thole  of  religion  to  be  depended  on  in 
cafes  of  real  diftrefs;  and  that  thefe  are  able 
to  encounter  the  worft  emergencies;  and  to 
bear  us  up  under  all  the  changes  and  chances 
to  which  our  life  is  fubject. 

Confuler  then  what  virtue  the  very  firft 
principle  of  religion  has,  and  how  wonder¬ 
fully  it  is  conducive  to  this  end.  That  there 
is  a  God,  a  powerful,  a  wife,  a  good  Being, 
who  firft  made  the  world,  and  continues  to 
govern  it; — by  whole  goodnefs  all  things 
are  defigned, — and  by  whole  providence  all 
things  are  conducted,  to  bring  about  the 
greateft  and  bell  ends.  The  forrowful  and 
penfive  wretch  that  was  giving  way  to  his 
misfortunes,  and  mournfully  finking  under 
them,  the  moment  this  dodtrine  comes  in 
to  his  aid,  hulhes  all  his  complaints, — and 
thus  fpeaks  comfort  to  his  foul: — ‘  It  is  the 
4  Lord, — let  him  do  what  feemeth  him  good;* 
’ — without  his  direction,  I  know  that  no  evil 
can  befal  me, — without  his  permillion,  that 
no  power  can  hurt  me. — It  is  impoffible  a 
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Being  fo  wife  fliould  miftake  my  happinefs, 

• — or  that  a  Being  fo  good  fhould  contradict 
it.  If  he  has  denied  me  riches  or  other  ad¬ 
vantages, — perhaps  he  forefees  the  gratifying 
my  wi fhes  would  undo  me,  and,  by  my  own 
a b ufe  of  them,  be  perverted  to  my  ruin. — If 
he  has  denied  me  the  requeft  of  children, — - 
or,  in  his  providence,  has  thought  fit  to  take 
them  from  me, — how  can  I  fay — whether  he 
has  not  dealt  kindly  with  me,  and  only  taken 
that  away  which  he  forefaw  would  embitter 
and  fhorten  my  days?  It  does  fo  to  thou- 
fands,  wdiere  the  difobedience  of  a  thanklefs 
child  has  brought  down  the  parents  grey  hairs 
with  forrow  to  the  grave.  Has  he  vilited 
me  with  ficknefs,  poverty,  or  other  difap- 
pointments? — can  1  fay,  but  thefe  are  blefif- 
ings  in  difguife? — fo  many  different  expref- 
iions  of  his  care  and  concern  to  difentangle 
my  thoughts  from  this  world,  and  fix  them 
upon  another, — another,  a  better  world  be¬ 
yond  this ! — This  thought  opens  a  new  fcene 
of  hope  and  confolation  to  the  unfortunate; 
— and,  as  the  perfuafion  of  a  Providence  re¬ 
conciles  him  to  the  evils  he  has  fuffered, — this 
prof  peed  of  a  future  life  gives  him  itrength 
to  defpife  them,  and  efteem  the  light  afflic¬ 
tions  of  his  life  as  they  are, — not  worthy 
to  be  compared  to  what  is  referred  for  him 
hereafter. 


Things  are  great  or  fmall  by  comparifon,— - 
and  he  who  looks  no  farther  than  this  world, 
and  balances  the  accounts  of  his  joys  and 
fufferings  from  that  confideration,  finds  all  his 
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fo trows  enlarged,  and,  at  the  clofe  of  them, 

will  be  apt  to  look  back,  and  caft  the  fame  fad 

reflection  noon  the  whole  which  the  Patriarch 
1. 

did  to  Pharaoh, — “  That  few  and  evil  had 
“  been  the  days  of  his  pilgrimage/’  But  let 
him  lift  up  his  eyes  towards  Heaven,  and 
itedfaftly  behold  the  life  and  immortality  of  a 
future  ftate ; — he  then  wipes  away  all  tears 
from  oft'  his  eyes  for  ever  and  ever; — like  the 
exiled  captive,  big  with  the  hopes  that  he  is 
returning  home, — he  feels  not  the  weight  of 
his  chains,  nor  counts  the  days  of  his  cap¬ 
tivity,  but  looks  forward  with  rapture  towards 
the  country  where  his  heart  is  fled  before  him. 

Thefe  are  the  aids  which  religion  offers  us 
towards  the  regulating  of  our  fpirit  under  the 
evils  of  life; — but,  like  great  cordials,  they 
are  feldom  ufed  but  on  great  occurrences. — 
In  the  lelfer  evils  of  life  we  feem  to  ftand  un¬ 
guarded,  and  our  peace  and  contentment 
are  overthrown,  and  our  happinefs  broke  in 
upon  by  a  little  impatience  of  fpirit,  under 
the  crofs  and  untoward  accidents  we  meet 
with. — Thefe  ftand  unprovided  for,  and  we 
negleft  them  as  we  do  the  {lighter  indif- 
positions  of  the  body, — which  we  think  not 
worth  treating  ferioullv, — and  lb  leave  them 
to  Nature.  In  good  habits  of  the  body,  this 
may  do; — and  I  would  gladly  believe  there 
are  fuch  good  habits  of  the  temper  ;  fuch  a 
complexional  cafe  and  health  of  heart,  as 
may  often  lave  the  patient  much  medicine. 
— We  are  ftill  to  confider, — that  however 
fuch  good  frames  of  mind  are  got, — they 

are 
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are  worth  preferring  by  all  rules: — patience 
and  contentment, — which  like  the  treafure 
hid  in  the  field,  for  which  a  man  fold  all  he 
had  to  purchafe, — is  of  that  price  that  it 
cannot  be  had  at  too  great  a  purchafe,  li nee, 
without  it,  the  belt  condition  in  life  cannot 
make  us  happy; — and,  with  it,  it  is  irnpolfible 


we  fhould  be  miferable,  even  in  the  worft.- — 
Give  rue  leave,  therefore,  to  dole  this  dif- 
courfe  with  fome  reflections  upon  the  fubjedt 
of  a  contented  mind, — and  the  duty  in  man  of 
regulating  his  fpirit,  in  our  way  through  life; 
- — a  fubject  in  every  body’s  mouth, — preached 
upon  daily  to  our  friends  and  kindred, — but 
too  oft  in  fuch  a  ftyle,  as  to  convince  the 
party  lectured  only  of  this  truth,— That  we 


bear  the  misfortunes  of  others  with  excellent 


tranquillity. 

I  believe  there  are  thoufands  fo  extrava¬ 
gant  in  their  ideas  of  contentment,  as  to 
imagine  that  it  mult  confift  in  having  every 
thine;  in  this  world  turn  out  the  way  they 
wifli; — that  they  are  to  lit  down  in  happinels, 
and  feel  themfelves  lb  at  eafe  in  all  points,  as 
to  delire  nothing  better,  and  nothing  more, 
I  own  there  are  iuflances  of  fome,  who  fee  in 
to  pafs  through  the  world  as  if  all  their  paths 
had  been  ftrewed  with  role-buds  of  delight; 
— but  a  little  experience  will  convince  us, 
Tis  a  fatal  expectation  to  go  upon. — We  are 
born  to  trouble;  and  we  may  depend  upon 
it,  whilft  we  live  in  this  world  we  lhall  have 
it,  though  with  mtermiliions; — that  is,  in 
whatever  ftate  we  arc,  we  Audi  find  a  mix¬ 
ture 
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ture  of  good  and  evil;  and,  therefore,  the 
true  wav  to  contentment  is  to  know  how  to 
receive  thefe  certain  viciilitudes  of  life, — the 


returns  of  good  and  evil,  fo  as  neither  to  be 
exalted  by  the  one,  or  overthrown  by  the 
other,  but  to  bear  ourfelves  towards  every 
thing  which  happens,  with  Inch  eafe  and  in¬ 
difference  of  mind  as  to  hazard  as  little  as 
may  be.  This  is  the  true  temperate  climate 
titled  for  us  by  Nature,  and  in  which  every 
wife  man  would  willi  to  live. — God  knows, 


we  are  perpetually  ftraying  out  of  it ;  and,  by 
giving  wings  to  our  imaginations  in  the  trani- 
ports  we  dream  of,  from  fuch  or  fuch  a  fitua- 
tion  in  life,  we  are  carried  away  alternately 
into  all  the  extremes  of  hot  and  cold,  for 
which  as  we  are  neither  fitted  by  nature,  nor 
prepared  by  expectation,  we  feel  them  with 
all  their  violence,  and  with  all  their  danger 


too. 


God,  for  wife  reafons,  has  made  our  affairs 
in  this  world  ahnoft  as  fickle  and  capricious 
as  ourfelves  ; — pain  and  pleafure,  like  light 
and  darknefs,  fucceed  each  other;— -and  he 
that  knows  how  to  accommodate  himfelf  to 
their  periodical  returns,  and  can  wilely  ex¬ 
tract  the  good  from  the  evil, — knows  only 
how  to  live  : — -this  is  true  contentment,  at 
leait  all  that  is  to  be  had  of  it  in  this  world  ; 
and  for  this  every  man  muftbe  indebted,  not 
to  his  fortune  but  to  himfelf. — And,  indeed,  it 
would  have  been  lirange,  if  a  duty  fo  becom¬ 
ing  us  as  dependent  creatures, — and  fo  neceh 
farv,  betides,  to  all  our  well-beings,  had  been 
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placed  out  of  the  reach  of  any  in  forne  mea- 
lure  to  put  in  practice; — and,  for  this  reafon, 
there  is  fcarce  any  lot  fo  low,  hut  there  is 
fomething  in  it  to  fatisfy  the  man  whom  it 
has  befallen  ;  Providence  having  fo  ordered 
things,  that  in  every  man’s  cup,  how  bitter 
foever,  there  are  feme  cordial  drops, — fome 
good  circumfiances,  which,  if  wifely  extract¬ 
ed,  are  fufficient  for  the  purpofe  he  wants 
them, — that  is,  to  make  him  contented,  and* 
if  not  happy,  at  leaft  refigned.  ’  May  God 
blefs  us  all  with  this  fpirit,  for  the  fake  of 
Jefus  Chrift !  Amen. 
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THE  CHARACTER  OF  SHIMEI. 

2  Samuel  xix.  21.  ift  part. 

But  Abifhai  faid,  Shall  not  Shimei  be  put  to  death  for  this  ? 

- IT  has  not  a  good  afpeCt.— This  is 

the  fecood  time  Abifhai  has  propofed  Shimehs 
deftruCtion;  once  in  the  l6'th  chapter,  on  a 
fudden  tranfport  of  indignation,  when  Shimei 
curfed  David. — “  Why  lliould  this  dead  do«*, 
46  cried  Abifhai,  curfe  my  lord  the  king  ?  let 
“  me  go  over,  1  pray  thee,  and  cut  off  his 
66  head.” — This  had  fomething  at  leaft  of  gal¬ 
lantry  in  it ;  for,  in  doing  it,  he  hazarded  his 
own;  and,  befides,  the  offender  was  not  other- 
wife  to  be  come  at.  The  fecond  time  is  in 
the  text,  when  the  offender  was  abfolutely  in 
their  power, — when  the  blood  was  cool,  and 
the  fuppliant  was  holding  up  his  hands  for 
mercy. 

- Shall  not  Shimei,  anfwered  Abifhai, 

be  put  to  death  for  this  ?  So  unrelenting  a 
purfuit  looks  lefs  like  juftice  than  revenge, 
which  is  fo  cowardly  a  paflion,  that  it  renders 
Abifhai’s  frit  inftance  almoft  inconfiftent 
with  the  fecond.  I  fhall  not  endeavour  to 
reconcile  them,  but  confine  the  difcourfe 
y  to  Shimei,  and  make  fuch  reflections 
upon  his  character  as  may  be  of  ufe  to  focietvn 

Upon 


2o8 


SERMON  XVL 


Upon  I  lie  news  of  his  fon  Abfalonfs  con- 
fpiracy,  David  had  fled  from  Jerufalem,  and 
from  hisownhoufe,  for  fafety  :  the  reprefen  t- 
ation  given  of  the  manner  of  it  is  truly  af¬ 
fecting  never  was  a  fcene  of  forrow  fo  full 
of  diltrefs  ! 

The  king  fled  with  all  his  hotifehold,  to  fave 
himfelf  from  the  fword  of  the  man  he  loved  ; 
he  fled  with  all  the  marks  of  humble  forrow, — • 
64  with  his  head  covered  and  barefoot;"  and  as 
lie  went  by  the  afcent  of  mount  Olivet,  the 
facred  hiltorian  fays  he  wept:* — feme  gladfome 
feenes,  perhaps,  which  there  had  pafs’d, — • 
fome  liours  of  feftivity  he  had  ftiared  with 
Abfalom  in  better  days,  prefled  tenderly  upon 
nature; — he  wept  at  this  lad  viciflitude  of 
things; — and  all  the  people  that  were  with 
him,  fmitten  with  his  affliction,  44  covered 
64  each  man  his  head,-— weeping  as  he  went 

UP‘ 

It  was  on  this  occaflon,  when  David  had 
got  to  Bahurim,  that  Shimei  the  fon  of  Gera, 
as.  we  read  in  the  5th  verfe,  came  out. — Was 
it  with  the  choiceft  oils  he  could  gather  from 
mount  Olivet,  to  pour  into  his  wounds  ? — - 
Times  and  troubles  had  not  done  enough  ; 
and  thou  cameft  out,  Shimei,  to  add  thy  por¬ 
tion  ! - 

44  And  as  he  came,  he  curfed  David,  and 
44  threw  ftones  and  call  duff  at  him;  and  thus 
44  faid  Shimei,  when  he  curfed  :  Go  to,  thou 
44  man  of  Belial,  thou  half  fought  blood, — - 
44  and  behold  thou  art  caught  in  thy  own 
44  mifehief ;  for  now  hath  the  Lord  returned 

44  upon 
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w  upon  thee  all  the  blood  of  Saul  and  his 
u  houfe/' 

There  is  no  fraall  degree  of  malicious  craft 
in  fixing  upon  a  feafon  to  give  a  mark  of  en¬ 
mity  and  ilLwill :  a  word, — a  look,  which  at 
one  time  would  make  no  impreffion, — at  ano¬ 
ther  time  wounds  the  heart,  and  like  a  lhaft 
flying  with  the  wind,  pierces  deep,  which, 
with  its  own  natural  force,  would  fcarce  have 
reached  the  object  aimed  at. 

This  feemcd  to  have  been  Shimef s  hopes  ; 
but  excefs  of  malice  makes  men  too  quick- 
fighted  even  for  their  own  purpofe.  Could 
Shimei  poffibly  have  waited  for  the  ebb  of 
David's  paffions,  and  till  the  firlt  great  con- « 
fiict  within  him  had  been  over, — then  the  re¬ 
proach  of  being  guilty  of  Saul’s  blood  mull 
have  hurt  him  : — his  heart  was  polfeffed  with 
other  feelings,  it  bled  for  the  deadly  fling 
which  Ablalom  had  given  him; — he  felt  not 
the  indignity  of  a  ftranger : — 66  Behold,  my 
44  fon  Ablalom,  who  came  out  of  my  bowels, 

“  feeketh  my  life  ! — how  much  more  may 
44  Shimei  do  it  ! — let  him  alone;  it  may  be 
44  the  Lord  may  look  upon  my  affliction,  and 
46  requite  me  good  for  this  evil/' 

An  injury  unanfwered,  in  courfe,  grows 
weary  of  itfelf,  and  dies  away  in  a  voluntary 
remorfe. 

In  bad  difpofitions,  capable  of  no  reftraint 
but  fear, — it  has  a  different  effedt; — the  filent 
digeftion  of  one  wrong  provokes  a  fecond. — 
He  purfues  him  with  the  fame  invedtive : — 
44  and  as  David  and  his  men  went  by  the  way, 
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“  Shimei  went  along  on  the  hill's  fide  over 
“  againft  him ;  and  curfed  as  he  went,  and 
“  call  dull  at  him/' 

The  infolence  of  bale  minds  in  fuccefs  is 
bound  lefs,  and  would  fcarce  admit  of  a  com™ 
parifon,  did  not  they  themfelves  furnilh  us 
wfith  one,  in  the  degrees  of  their  abjection, 
when  evil  returns  upon  them : — the  fame 
poor  heart  which  excites  ungenerous  tempers 
to  triumph  over  a  fallen  adverfary,  in  forne  in- 
ftances,  feems  to  exalt  them  above  the  point 
of  courage,  finks  them,  in  others,  even  below 
cowardice : — not  unlike  fome  little  particles 
of  matter  ftruck  off  from  the  furface  of  the 
dirt  by  funfhine, — dance  and  fport  there 
whilft  it  lafts, — but  the  moment  tis  with¬ 
drawn, —  they  fall  down ; — for  duft  they  are, 
— and  unto  duft  they  will  return  ; — whilft  fir¬ 
mer  and  larger  bodies  preferve  the  ftations 
which  Nature  has  affigned  them,  fubjedted  to 
laws  which  no  change  of  weather  can  alter. 

This  laft  did  not  ieem  to  be  Shimei's  cafe  : 
in  all  David's  profperity,  there  is  no  mention 
made  of  him; — he  thruft  himfelf  forward  in¬ 
to  the  circle,  and,  poffibly,  was  number’d 
amongft  friends  and  well-wifhers. 

When  the  fcene  changes,  and  David's  trou- 

o  y 

bles  force  him  to  leave  his  houfe  in  defpair, — 
Shimei  is  the  firft  man  we  hear  of  who  comes 
out  againft  him. 

The  wheel  turns  round  once  more;  Abfalom 
is  call  down,  and  David  returns  in  peace  : — 
Shimei  fuits  his  behavour  to  the  ocealion,  and 
is  the  firft  man  alfo  who  haftes  to  greet  him  ; 

— and, 
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and,  had  the  wheel  turn'd  round  a  hundred 
times,  Shimei,  I  dare  fay,  in  every  period  of 
its  rotation,  would  have  been  uppermoft. 

O  Shimei !  would  to  Heaven,  when  thou 
wait  flain,  that  all  thy  family  had  been  flain 
with  thee,  and  not  one  of  thy  refemblance 
left !  but  ye  have  multiplied  exceedingly,  and 
repleniflied  the  earth ;  and,  if  I  prophefy 
rightly, — ye  will  in  the  end  fubdue  it  ! 

There  is  not  a  character  in  the  world  which 
has  fo  bad  an  influence  upon  the  affairs  of  it, 
as  this  of  Shimei.  Whilft  power  meets  with 
honeft  checks,  and  the  evils  of  life  with  honeft 
refuge,  the  world  will  never  be  undone :  but 
thou,  Shimei,  haft  Tapp'd  it  at  both  extremes  ; 
for  thou  corrupted;  profperity, — and  tis  thou 
who  haft  broken  the  heart  of  poverty;  and, 
fo  long  as  worthlefs  fpirits  can  be  ambitious 
ones,  'tis  a  character  we  fliall  never  want.  O  ! 
it  infefts  the  court, — the  camp, — the  cabinet ! 
— it  infefts  the  church  ! — go  where  you  will, — * 
in  every  quarter,  in  every  profeflion,  you  fee 
a  Shimei  following  the  wheels  of  the  fortunate 
through  thick  mire  and  clay  ! — 

— Hafte,  Shimei ! — hafte,  or  thou  wilt  be 
undone  for  ever. — Shimei  girdeth  up  his 
loins  and  fpeedeth  after  him. — Behold  the 
hand  which  governs  every  thing, — takes  the 
wheels  from  off  his  chariot,  fo  that  he  who 
driveth,  driveth  on  heavily. — Shimei  doubles 
his  fpeed, — but  'tis  the  contrary  way;  he  flies 
like  the  wind  over  a  Tandy  defert,  and  the 
place  thereof  fhall  know  it  no  more  : — ftay, 
Shimei !  'tis  your  patron, — your  friend, — your 

r  2  benefactor  ; 
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benefactor;  ’tis  the  man  who  has  raifecl  you 
from  the  dunghill ! — Tis  all  one  to  Shimei : 
Shimei  is  the  barometer  of  every  man's  for- 
tune;  marks  the  rife  and  fall  of  it,  with  all 
the  variations  from  fcorcliing  hot  to  freezing 
cold  upon  his  countenance,  that  the  fmile 
will  admit  of. — Is  a  cloud  upon  thy  affairs  ? — - 
fee, — it  hangs  over  Shimei’s  brow. — Haft  thou 
been  fpoken  for  to  the  king  or  the  captain  of 
the  hoft  without  fuccefs  ?- — Look  not  into  the 
court-calendar; — the  vacancy  is  filled  up  in 
Shimei’s  face. — Art  thou  in  debt  ? — though 
not  to  Shimei, — no  matter  ; — the  worft  officer 
of  the  law  fliall  not  be  more  infolent. 

What  then,  Shimei,  is  the  guilt  of  poverty 
fo  black, — is  it  of  lb  general  a  concern,  that 
thou  and  all  thy  family  rnuft  rife  up  as  one 
man  to  reproach  it  ? — when  it  loft  every 
thing, — did  it  lofe  the  right  to  pity  too  ?  or 
did  he  who  maketh  poor  as  well  as  maketh 
rich,  ftrip  it  of  its  natural  powers  to  mollify 
the  hearts  and  fupple  the  temper  of  your  race  ? 
— Truft  me,  ye  have  much  to  anfwer  for ;  it 


is  this  treatment  which  it  has  ever  met  with 
from  fpirits  like  yours,  which  has  gradually 
taught  the  world  to  look  upon  it  as  the  great- 
eft  of  evils,  and  fhun  it  as  the  worft  difgrace; 
— and  what  is  it,  I  befeech  you ; — what  is  it 
that  man  will  not  do  to  keep  clear  of  fo  fore 
an  imputation  and  punifhment  ?< — is  it  not  to 
fly  from  this  that  “  he  rifes  early, — late  takes 
46  reft, — and  eats  the  bread  of  carefulnefs  ?” 
— that  he  plots,  contrives, — fwears,- — lies, — 
fhuffies, — puts  on  all  fhapes, — tries  all  gar¬ 
ments, 
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meats, — wears  them  with  this  or  that  fide 
outward, — j u it  as  it  favours  his  efcape  ! 

They  who  have  confidered  our  nature  af¬ 
firm,  that  tliame  and  difgrace  are  two  of  the 
molt  inlupportahle  evils  of  human  life  :  the 
courage  and  fpirits  of  many  have  mattered 
other  misfortunes,  and  borne  themfelves  up 
againft  them  ;  but  the  wifeft  and  belt  of  fouls 
have  not  been  a  match  for  thefe  ;  and  we  have 
many  a  tragical  inftance  on  record,  what 
greater  evils  have  been  run  into  merely  to 
avoid  this  one. 

Without  this  tax  of  infamy,  poverty,  with 
all  the  burdens  it  lays  upon  our  flelh, — fo 
long  as  it  is  virtuous,  could  never  break  the 
fpirits  of  a  man  ;  all  its  hunger,  and  pain,  and 
nakednefs,  are  nothing  to  it ;  they  have  fome 
counterpoife  of  good :  and  belides,  they  are 
directed  bv  Providence,  and  mutt  be  fubmit- 
ted  to  :  but  tliefe  are  afflictions  not  from  the 
hand  of  God,  or  Nature  ; — “  for  they  do  come 
“  forth  of  the  dull,”  and  molt  properly  may 
be  laid  u  to  fpring  out  of  the  ground  ”  and 
this  is  the  reafon  they  lay  fuchltrefs  upon  our 
patience, — and  in  the  end,  create  fitch  a  dif- 
truft  of  the  world,  as  makes  us  look  up, — 
and  pray,  “  Let  me  fall  into  thy  hands,  O 
“  God  !  but  let  me  not  fall  into  the  hands  of 
“  men. 


Agreeable  to  this  was  the  advice  of  Eliphas 
to  Job  in  the  day  of  his  diftrefs  : — “  acquaint 
“  thyfelf  (laid  he)  now  with  God.” — Indeed 
his  poverty  feemed  to  have  left  him  no  other 
friends  ;  the  Avoids  of  the  Sabeans  had  fright- 
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ened  them  away, — all  but  a  few  ;  and  of  what 
kind  they  were,  the  very  proverb,  of  Job’s 
comforters , — fays  enough. 

It  is  an  inftance  which  gives  one  great  con¬ 
cern  for  human  nature,  That  a  man,  “  who 
“  always  wept  for  him  who  was  in  trouble  ; 
“  —who  never  faw  any  peri  111  for  want  of 
C€  clothing  ; — who  never  fuffered  the  liranger 
^  to  lodge  in  the  ftreet,  but  opened  his  door 
“  to  the  traveller;" — that  a  man  of  fo  good 
a  character,— “  That  he  never  caufed  the 
“  eyes  of  the  widow  to  fail, — or  had  eaten 
66  his  morfel  bv  himfelf  alone,  and  the  father- 
“  lefs  had  not  eaten  thereof;" — that  fuch  a 
man,  the  moment  he  fell  into  poverty,  fhoukl 
have  occafion  to  cry  out  for  quarter, — 46  Have 
64  mercy  upon  me,  O  my  friends  !  for  the  hand 
“  of  God  has  touched  me." — Gentlenefs  and 
humanity,  one  would  think,  w  ould  melt  the 
hardeft  heart,  and  charm  the  fierceft  fpirit ; 
bind  up  the  moft  violent  hand,  and  ftill  the 
mod  abufive  tongue  ; — but  the  experiment 
failed  in  a  ftronger  inftance  of  him,  whofe 
meat  and  drink  it  wras  to  do  us  good;  and  in 
purfuit  of  which,  whofe  whole  life  was  a  con¬ 
tinued  fcene  of  kindnefs  and  of  infults,  for 
which  we  mutt  go  back  to  the  fame  explana¬ 
tion  with  which  we  fet  out, — and  that  is,  the 
fcandal  of  poverty. — 

“  This  fellow,  we  know  not  whence  he  is," 
— was  the  popular  cry  of  one  part;  and  with 
thofe  who  feemed  to  know  better,  the  query 
did  not  lelfen  the  di (grace , — Is  not  this  the 
carpenter,  the  fon  of  Mary  ? — of  Mary  !  ^reat 
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God  of  Ifrael !  What ! — of  the  meaneft  of 
thy  people  !  “  for  he  had  not  regarded  the 
low  eliate  of  his  hand-maiden, ” —  and  of 
the  pooreft,  too  !  for  fhe  had  not  a  lamb  to 
offer,  but  was  purified,  as  Mofes  directed  in 
fucli  a  cafe,  by  the  oblation  of  a  turtle  dove. 

That  the  Saviour  of  their  nation  could  be 
poor,  and  not  have  where  to  lay  his  head, — - 
was  a  crime  never  to  be  forgiven  :  and  though 
the  purity  of  his  doctrine,  and  the  works  which 
he  had  done  in  its  fupport,  were  ftronger  ar¬ 
guments  on  its  fide,  than  his  humiliation 
could  be  againft  it,— yet  the  offence  flill  re¬ 
mained  ; — they  looked  for  the  redemption  of 
Ifrael ;  but  they  would  have  it  only  in  thofe 
dreams  of  power  which  filled  their  imagina¬ 
tion. — 

Ye  who  weigh  the  worth  of  all  things  only 
in  the  goldfmitlfs  balance, — was  this  reli¬ 
gion  for  you  P — a  religion  whofe  appearance 
was  not  great  and  fplendid,— but  looked  thin 
and  meagre,  and  whole  principles  and  pro- 
mifes  flhewed  more  like  the  eurfes  of  the  law 
than  its  bleffings  : — for  they  called  for  fuffer- 
ings,  and  promifed  little  but  perfections. 

In  truth,  it  is  not  eafy  for  tribulation  or  dif- 
trefs,  for  naked nefs  or  famine,  to  make  many 
converts  out  of  pride  ;  or  reconcile  a  worldly 
heart  to  the  fcorn  and  reproaches  which  were 
fure  to  be  the  portion  of  every  one  who  be^- 
lieved  a  myftery  fo  difcredited  by  the  world, 
and  fo  unpalatable  to  all  its  pafftons  and 
pleafures, 
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But,  to  bring  this  fermon  to  its  proper 
conclufion 

If  Aftrea  or  Juft  ice  never  finally  took  her 
leave  of  the  world  till  the  day  that  poverty 
firft  became  ridiculous,  it  is  matter  of  confola- 
tion,  that  the  God  of  Juftice  is  ever  over  us  : 
—that  whatever  outrages  the  1  own  eft  of  our 
condition  may  be  expofed  to  from  a  mean  and 
undifcerning  world,— that  we  walk  in  the 
prefence  of  the  greateft  and  moft  generous  of 
Beings,  who  is  infinitely  removed  from  cruel¬ 
ty  and  ftraitneft  of  mind,  and  all  thofe  little 
and  illiberal  paffions  with  which  we  hourly 
infult  each  other. 

The  worft  part  of  mankind  are  not  always 
to  be  conquered ; — but  if  they  are, — ’tis  by 
the  imitation  of  thefe  qualities  which  mult 
do  it ;  —  "tis  true,  —  as  I've  fhewn,  — they 
may  fail ;  but  ftill  all  is  not  loft, — for  if  we 
conquer  not  the  world, — in  the  very  attempts 
to  do  it,  we  lhall  at  leaft  conquer  ourfelves, 
and  lay  the  foundation  of  our  peace  (where 
it  ought  to  be)  within  our  own  hearts. 
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TIIE  CASE  OF  HEZEKIAII  AND  THE 
MESSENGERS 


3  KINGS  XX.  15. 

And  he  faid,  What  have  they  feen  in  thine  houfe  ?  and  Hezekiah 
anfwered,  All  the  things  that  are  in  my  houfe  have  they  feen  ; 
there  is  nothing  amongft  all  my  treafures  that  I  have  not  fhewn 
them. 

- AND  where  was  the  harm,  you’ll  fay, 

in  all  this  ? 

4  An  eaftern  prince,  the  fon  of  Baladine, 

6  had  fent  mefifengers  with  prefects  as  far  as 
4  from  Babylon,  to  congratulate  Hezekiah  up* 

4  on  the  recovery  from  his  ficknefs  ;  and  Heze- 
4  kiah,  who  was  a  good  prince,  adted  confift- 
4  ently  with  himfelf ;  44  he  received  and  enter- 
44  tained  the  men,  and  hearkened  unto  them;” 

4  and  before  he  fent  them  away,  he  cour- 
4  teoutly  111  owed  them  all  that  was  worth  a 
4  ftranger’s  curiolity  in  his  houfe  and  his  king- 
4  dom  ; — and  in  this,  feemed  only  to  have 
4  difcharged  himfelf  of  what  urbanity  or  the 
4  etiquette  of  courts  might  require/  Not¬ 
withstanding  this,  in  the  verfe  which  imme¬ 
diate  follows  the  text,  we  find  he  had  done 
amifs ;  and  as  a  punifhment  for  it,  that  all 

*  Preached  before  his  Excellency  the  Earl  of  Hertford,  at 
Paris,  1763. 
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his  riches,  which  his  forefathers  had  laid  up 
in  ftore  unto  that  day,  were  threatened  to  be 
carried  away  in  triumph  to  Babylon: — the 
very  place  from  whence  the  melfengers  had 
come. 

A  hard  return !  and  what  his  behaviour 
does  not  feem  to  have  deferred.  To  fet  this 
matter  in  a  clear  light,  it  will  be  neceflary  to 
enlarge  upon  the  whole  fiory;— the  reflec¬ 
tions,  which  will  arife  out  of  it,  as  we  go  along, 
may  help  us ; — at  leaft,  I  hope  they  will  be 
of  ufe  on  their  own  account. 

After  the  miraculous  defeat  of  the  Aflfy- 
rians,  we  read  in  the  beginning  of  this  chap¬ 
ter,  that  Hezekiah  was  fick  even  unto  death; 
and  that  God  lends  the  prophet.  Ifaiah,  with 
the  unwelcome  meffage,  66  That  he  fhould  fet 
“  his  houfe  in  order;  for  that  he  fhould  die, 
“  and  not  live.” 

There  are  many  inftances  of  men,  who 
have  received  Inch  news  with  the  greateft 
eafe  of  mind,  and  even  entertained  the 
thoughts  of  it  with  fmiles  upon  their  coun¬ 
tenances; — and  this,  either  from  ftrength  of 
fpirits  and  the  natural  cheerfulnefs  of  their 
temper, — or  that  they  knew  the  world,  and 
cared  not  for  it, — or  expected  a  better; — yet 
thoufands  of  good  men,  with  all  the  helps  of 
philofophy,  and  againft  all  the  alfurances  of 
a  well-lpent  life,  that  the  change  mult  be  to 
their  account,— upon  the  approach  of  death 
have  ftill  leaned  towards  this  world,  and 
wanted  fpirits  and  refolution  to  bear  the 
fliock  of  a  feparation  from  it  for  ever. 


This, 
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This,  in  fome  meafure,  feemed  to  have 
been  iiezekiahs  cafe;  for  though  he  had 
walked  before  God  in  truth,  and  with  a  per¬ 
fect  heart,  and  had  done  that  which  wTas  good 
in  his  fight, — yet  we  find  that  the  hafty  fum- 
mons  afflicted  him  greatly ; — that  upon  the 
delivery  of  the  meliage  he  wept  fore  ; — that 
he  turned  his  face  towards  the  wall, — perhaps 
for  the  greater  fecrecy  of  his  devotion,  and 
that,  by  withdrawing  himfelf  thus  from  all 
external  objects,  he  might  offer  up  his  prayer 
unto  his  God  with  greater  and  more  fervent 
attention. 

— And  he  prayed,  and  laid,  O  Lord!  I  be- 

leech  thee  remember ! - O  Hezekiah !  How 

couldft  thou  fear  that  God  had  forgotten 
thee?  or,  how  couldft  thou  doubt  of  his  re¬ 
membrance  of  thy  integrity,  when  he  called 
thee  to  receive  its  recom pence ! 

But  here  it  appears  of  what  materials  man 
is  made.  He  purfues  happinefs; — and  yetis 
fo  content  withmifery,  that  he  would  wander 
for  ever  in  this  dark  vale  of  it, — and  fay,  “  It 
“  is  good,  Lord,  to  be  here,  and  to  build  ta- 
“  bernacles  of  reft!”  and  fo  long  as  we  are 
clothed  with  flelli,  and  nature  has  fo  great  a 
fhare  within  us,  it  is  no  wonder  if  that  part 
claims  its  right,  and  pleads  for  the  fweetnefs 
of  life,  notwithftanding  all  its  cares  and  dis¬ 
appointments. 

This  natural  weaknefs,'  no  doubt,  had  its 
weight  in  Hezekialfs  earneft  prayer  for  life; 
and  yet,  from  the  fuccefs  it  met  with,  and  the 
immediate  change  of  God’s  purpofe  there¬ 
upon, 
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upon,  it  is  hard  to  imagine,  but  that  it  muft 
have  been  accompanied  with  fome  meri¬ 
torious  and  more  generous  motive ;  and  if 
we  fuppofe,  as  fome  have  done,  that  he 
turned  his  face  towards  tiie  wall,  becaufe 
that  part  of  his  chamber  looked  towards 
the  temple,  the  care  of  whole  prefervation 
lay  next  his  heart,  we  may  confidently 
enough  give  this  fenfe  to  his  prayer. 

6  O  God !  remember  how  I  have  walked 
4  before  thee  in  truth; — how  much  I  have 
4  done  to  refcue  thy  religion  from  error  and 
4  falfehood; — thou  knoweft  that  the  eyes  of 
4  the  world  arc  fixed  upon  me,  as  one  that 
4  hath  forfaken  their  idolatry,  and  reftored 
6  thy  worlliip; — that  1  ftand  in  the  midft  of 
4  a  crooked  and  corrupt  generation,  which 
4  looks  through  all  my  actions,  and  watches 
4  all  events  which  happen  to  me:  if  now  they 
4  fli all  fee  me  fnatched  away  in  the  midft  of 
4  my  days  and  fervice,  how  will  thy  great 
4  name  fuffer  in  my  extinction !  Will  not 
4  the  heathen  fay,  This  is  to  ferve  the  God  of 
4  Ifrael! — How  faithfully  did  Hczekiah  walk 
4  before  him! — What  enemies  did  he  bring 
4  upon  himfelf,  in  too  warmly  promoting  his 
4  worfhip!  and  now  when  the  hour  of  llck- 
4  nefs  and  diftrefs  came  upon  him,  and  he 
4  molt  wanted  the  aid  of  his  God, — behold 
4  how  he  was  forfaken  V 

It  is  not  unreafonable  to  afcribe  fome  fuch 
pious  and  more  dilinterefted  motive  to  Heze- 
kiah’s  defire  of  life,  from  the  illtie  and  fuc- 
cels  of  his  prayer.* — 44  For  it  came  to  pafs, 

44  before 
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“  before  Ifaiah  had  gone  out  into  the  middle 
“  court,  that  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to 
“  him,  faying,  Turn  again,  and  tell  Hezekiah 
46  I  have  heard  his  prayer,  I  have  feen  his 
“  tears;  and  behold  1  willheal  him/' 

It  was  upon  this  occaiion,  as  we  read  in 
the  12th  verfe  of  this  chapter,  that  Baradock- 
baladan,  fon  of  Baladine  king  of  Babylon, 
lent  letters  and  a  prefent  unto  Hezekiah  :  he 
had  heard  the  fame  of  his  ficknefs  and  reco¬ 
very;  for  as  the  Chaldeans  were  great  fearch- 
ers  into  the  fecrets  of  nature,  efpecially  into 
the  motions  of  the  celeftial  bodies,  in  all  pro- 
bability  they  had  takennotice,  at  that  diftance, 
of  the  ftrange  appearance  of  the  lhadow’s 
returning  ten  degrees  backwards  upon  their 
dials,  and  had  inquired  and  learned  upon 
what  account,  and  in  whole  favour,  fuch  a 
fign  was  given;  fo  that  this  aftronomical 
miracle,  betides  the  political  motive  which  it 
would  lWeft  of  courting  fuch  a  favourite  of 
Heaven,  had  been  fufficient  by  itfelf  to  have 
led  a  curious  people  as  far  as  Jerufalem,  that 
they  might  fee  the  man  for  whole  fake  the 
Sun  had  forfook  his  courfe. 

And  here  we  fee  how  hard  it  is  to  Hand 
the  ihock  of  profperity;  and  how  much  truer 
a  proof  we  give  of  our  ftrength  in  that  extreme 
of  life,  than  in  the  other. 

In  all  the  trials  of  adverfity,  we  find  that 
Hezekiah  behaved  well ; — nothing  unmanned 
him.  When  belieged  bv  the  Allyrian  holt, 
which  lliut  him  up  in  Jerufalem,  and  threat¬ 
ened  his  deftruftion, — lie  flood  unlhaken,  and 
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depended  upon  God's  fuccour! — when  caft 
down  upon  his  bed  of  ficknefs,  and  threatened 
with  death,  he  meekly  turned  his  face  towards 
the  wall, — wept  and  prayed,  and  depended 
upon  God’s  mercy! — but  no  fooner  does 
profperity  return  upon  him,  and  the  melfen- 
gers  from  a  far  country  come  to  pay  the  flat¬ 
tering  homage  due  to  his  greatnefs,  and  the 
extraordinary  felicity  of  his  life,  but  he  turns 
giddy,  and  finks  under  the  weight  of  his  good 
fortune;  and  with  a  tranfport  unbecoming  a 
wife  man  upon  it,  'tis  faid,  he  hearkened  unto 
the  men,  and  fhewed  them  all  the  houfe  of 
his  precious  things,  the  filver  and  the  gold, 
the  fpicesand  the  precious  ointments,  and  all 
the  houfe  of  his  armour,  and  all  that  was  found 
in  his  treafures;  that  there  was  nothing  in  his 
houfe,  nor  in  his  dominions,  that  Hezehiah 
fhewed  them  not;  for  though  it  is  not  ex- 
prefsly  faid  here  (though  it  is  in  the  parallel 
paflage  in  Chronicles) — nor  is  he  charged  by 
the  prophet  that  he  did  this  out  of  vanity  and 
a  weak  tranfport  of  oftentation, — yet,  as  we 
are  fure  God  could  not  be  offended  but  where 
there  was  a  real  crime,  we  might  reafonahly 
conclude  that  this  was  his, —  and  that  He  who 
fe arches  into  the  heart  of  man,  beheld  that  his 
was  corrupted  with  the  bleflings  he  had  given 
him,  and  that  it  was  juft  to  make  what  was  the 
occafion  of  his  pride  become  the  inftrument 
of  his  punifhment,  by  decreeing,  That  all  the 
riches  he  had  laid  up  in  ftore  until  that  day, 
fhould  be  carried  away  in  triumph  to  Baby¬ 
lon:  the  very  place  from  whence  the  mef- 
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fengers  had  come  who  had  been  eye-witnefles 
of  his  folly. 

4  O  Hezekiah!  how  couldft  thou  provoke 
4  God  to  bring  this  judgment  upon  thee? 
4  How  could  thy  fpirit,  all  meek  and  gentle  as 
4  it  was,  have  ever  fallen  into  this  fnare? 
4  Were  thy  treafures  rich  as  the  earth, — 
4  what!  was  thy  heart  fo  vain  as  to  be  lifted 
4  up  therewith?  Was  not  all  that  was  valu- 
4  able  in  the  world, — nay,  was  not  Heaven 
4  itfelf  almoft  at  thy  command  whilft  thou 
4  waft  humble?  and,  How  was  it  that  thou 
4  couldft  barter  away  all  this,  for  what  was 
4  lighter  than  a  bubble,  and  defecrate  an  ac- 
4  tion  fo  full  of  courtefy  and  kindnefs  as  thine 
4  appeared  to  be,  by  fu fifering  it  to  take  its 
4  rife  from  fo  polluted  a  fountain?' 

There  is  fcarce  any  thing  which  the  heart 
more  unwillingly  bears,  than  an  analyfis  of 
this  kind. 

We  are  a  ftrange  compound;  and  feme- 
thing  foreign  from  what  charity  would  fufpedft, 
fo  eternalty  twills  itfelf  into  what  we  do,  that 
not  only  in  momentous  concerns,  where  in- 
tereft  lifts  under  it  all  the  powers  of  difguife, 
— but  even  in  the  molt  indifferent  of  our  ac¬ 
tions, — not  worth  a  fallacy, — by  force  of 
habit,  we  continue  it;  fo  that  whatever  a 
man  is  about, — obferve  him,— he  Hands 
armed  infide  and  out  with  two  motives ;  an 
oftenfible  one  for  the  world, — and  another 
which  he  referves  for  his  own  private  ufe. — ■ 
This,  you  may  fay,  the  world  has  no  concern 
with:  it  might  have  been  fo;  but  by  obtrud- 
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ing  the  wrong  motive  upon  the  world,  and 
Healing  from  it  a  character,  inftead  of  winning 
one, — we  give  it  a  right,  and  a  temptation 
along  with  it,  to  inquire  into  the  affair. 

The  motives  of  the  one  for  doing  it,  are 
often  little  better  than  the  other  for  deferving 
it.  Let  us  fee  if  lome  focial  virtue  may  not 
be  extracted  from  the  errors  of  both  the  one 
and  the  other. 

Vanity  bids  all  her  fons  be  generous  and 
brave, — and  her  daughters  chaff e  and  cour¬ 
teous. — But  Avhy  do  we  want  her  inftruc- 
tions? — Aik  the  comedian,  who  is  taught  a 
part  he  feels  not. — 

Is  it  that  the  principles  of  religion  want 
ftrength,  or  that  the  real  paffion  for  what  is 
good  and  worthy  wall  not  carry  us  high 
enough?  God!  thou  knowreft  they  carry 
us  too  high; — we  wrant  not  to  be,— but  to 
feem !  — 

Look  out  of  your  door, — take  notice  of 
that  man:  fee  what  difquieting,  intriguing, 
and  fhifting,  he  is  content  to  go  through, 
merely  to  be  thought  a  man  of  plain-dealing ! 
— three  grains  of  honefty  would  lave  him  all 
this  trouble: — alas!  he  has  them  not! — 

Behold  a  fecond,  under  a  fhow  of  piety, 
hiding  the  impurities  of  a  debauched  life  !— 
he  is  juft  entering  the  houfe  of  God: — would 
he  was  more  pure, — or  lefs  pious! — but  then 
he  could  not  gain  his  point! 

Obferve  a  third  going  on  almoft  in  the  fame 
track.  W  ith  what  an  indexible  famftity  of 
deportment  he  fuftains  himfclf  as  he  ad- 
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vances G  every  line  in  liis  lace  writes  abfti- 
lienee;— every  It  ride  looks  like  a  check  upon 
his  'defires.  See,  I  befeech  }fou,  how  he  is 
cloked  up  with  fermons,  prayers,  and  facm** 
meats;  and  fo  benni filed  with  the  externals 
of  religion,  that  he  has  not  a  hand  to  fpare 
for  a  worldly  purpofe! —  he  has  armour  at 
leaft:— Why  does  he  put  it  on?  Is  there  no 
ferving  God  without  all  this?  Mult  the  garb 
of  religion  be  extended  fo  wide,  to  the  dan- 
ger  of  its  rending? — Yes  truly,  or  it  will  not 
hide  the  fecret: — and,  What  is  that? 

- — That  the  faint  has  no  religion  at  all ! 

But  here  comes  Generality;  giving, — not 
to  a  decayed  artift, — but  to  the  Arts  and 
Sciences  tliemfelves. — See,— he  6  builds  not 
4  a  chamber  in  the  wall  apart  for  the  pro- 
6  phetf  but  whole  fchools  and  colleges  for 
thole  who  come  after.  Lord  !  how  they  will 
magnify  his  name!— ’tis  in  capitals  already; 
the  firft,— the  higheft,  in  the  gilded  rent-roll 
of  every  hofpital  and  afylum. 

—One  honeii  tear  fhed  in  private  over  the 
unfortunate,  is  worth  it  all. 

What  a  problematic  let  of  creatures  does 
fmmlation  make  us!  Who  would  divine 
that  all  that  anxiety  and  concern,  fo  vilible- 
in  t  he  airs  of*  one  half  of  that  great  aflembly, 
llioiild  arife  from  nothing  elfe,  but  that  the 
other  half  of  it  may  think  them  to  be  men  of 
confeqtience,  penetration,  parts,  and  condiuT  ? 
— What  a  noife  among  the  claimants  about 
it  !  Behold  Humility,  out  of  mere  pride ! — -• 
and  1  loudly,  almoft  out  of  knaverv! — -Chal- 
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tity,  never  once  in  harm's  way  band  Courage, 
like  a  Spanifh  foldifcr  upon  an  Italian  ftage,— 
a  bladder  full  of  wind  ! — Hark !  that, —the 
found  of  that  trumpet, — let  not  my  foldier 
run; — tis  lbme  good  Chriftian  giving  alms. 
O,  Pity!  thou  gentleft  of  human  paffions! 
foft  and  tender  are  thy  notes,  and  ill  accord 
they  with  fo  loud  an  inltrument! 

Thus  fomethirig  jars,  and  will  for  ever  jar 
in  thele  cafes:  Impofture  is  all  diiibnance, 
let  what  matter  foever  of  it  undertake  the 
part;  let  him  harmonize  and  modulate  it  as 
he  may,  one  tone  will  contradict  another; 
and  whilft  we  have  ears  to  hear,  we  fhall 
diftinguiih  it;  'tis  Truth  only  which  is  con* 
fiftent  and  ever  in  harmony  with  itfelf:  it  fits 
upon  our  lips,  like  the  natural  notes  of  feme 
melodies,  ready  to  drop  out,  whether  we  will 
or  no; — it  racks  no  invention  to  let  ourfeives 
alone, — and  needs  fear  no  critic  to  have  the 
fame  excellency  in  the  heart  which  appears 
in  the  action. 

It  is  a  pleating  allufion  the  Scripture  makes 
ufe  of  in  calling  us  lbmetimes  a  houfe,  and 
fometimes  a  temple,  according  to  the  more  or 
lefs  exalted  qualities  of  the  fpiritual  gueft 
which  is  lodged  within  us.  Whether  this  is 
the  precife  ground  of  the  diftindtion,  I  will 
not  affirm :  but  thus  much  may  be  faid,  that,  if 
we  are  to  be  temples,  'tis  truth  and  lingleneis 
of  heart  which  mutt  make  the  dedication: 
'tis  this  which  mult  firft  diftinguitti  them  from 
the  unhallowed  pile,  where  dirty  tricks  and 
impofitions  are  praCfcifed  by  the  hoft  upon  the 
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traveller,  who  tarries  but  for  a  moment,  and 
returns  not  again. 

We  all  take  notice,  how  clofe  and  referved 
people  are;— but  we  do  not  take  notice,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  every  one  may  have  fome- 
thing  to  conceal,  as  well  as  ourfelves ;  and  that 
we  are  only  marking  the  dillances  and  taking 
the  meafures  of  felf-defence  from  each  other 
in  the  very  inftances  we  complain  of.  This  is 
fo  true,  that  there  is  fcarce  any  character  fo 
rare  as  a  man  of  real,  open,  and  generous  in¬ 
tegrity, — who  carries  his  heart  in  his  hand,— 
who  fays  the  thing  he  thinks,  and  does  the 
thing  lie  pretends.  Though  no  one  can  dif- 
like  the  character, — yet  Difcretion  generally 
fhakes  her  head,— arid  the  world  foon  lets  him 
into  the  reafon.  f 

“  O  that  I  had  in  the  wildernefs  a  lodging 
“  of  way-faring  men  !  that  I  might  leave  Inch 
64  a  people,  and  go  from  them!” — Where  is 
the  man  of  a  nice  fenfe  of  truth  and  iirong 
feelings,  from  whom  the  duplicity  of  the  world 
has  not  at  one  time  or  other  wrung:  the  fame 
with  ?  and  where  lies  the  wildernefs  to  which 
ibme  one  has  not  lied  from  the  fame  melan¬ 
choly  impulfe  ? 

Thus  much  for  tliofe  who  give  occafion  to 
be  thought  ill  of. — Let  us  fay  a  word  or  two 
unto  tliofe  who  take  it.  ,  . 

But  to  avoid  all  common-place  cant  as 
much  as  1  can  on  this  head,— I  will  forbear 
to  iky,  becaufe  1  do  not  think  it,  that  'tis  a 
breach  of  Chriftian  charity  to  think  or  fpeak 
evil  of  our  neighbour,  &q.  v 
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• — We  cannot  avoid  it:  our  opinions  muff 
follow  the  evidence;  and  we  are  perpetually 
in  Inch  engagements  and  fituations,  that  "tis 
our  duty  to  fpeak  what  our  opinions  are;— 
but  God  forbid  that  this  ever  Ihould  be  done 
but  from  its  belt  motive,— the  fenfe  of  what 
is  due  to  virtue,  governed  by  dilcretion,  and 
the  utmoft  fellow-feeling.  Were  we  to  go  on 
otherwile,  beginning  with  the  great  broad 
cloke  of  llypocrify,  arid  fo  down  through  all 
its  little  trimmings  and  facings,  tearing  away, 
without  mercy,  all  that  looked  feemly, — we 
Ihould  leave  but  a  tatter’d  world  of  it. 

But  I  confine  what  I  have  to  fay  to  a  cha* 
ratter  lets  equivocal,  and  which  takes  up  too 
much  room  in  the  world  : — it  is  that  of  thofe 
who,  from  a  general  diftruft  of  all  that  looks 
difinterefted,  finding  nothing  to  blame  in  an 
aCtion,  and  perhaps,  much  to  admire  in  it, — - 
immediately  fall  foul  upon  its  motives: 
44  Does  Job  ferve  God  for  nought?"  What  a 
vile  infi nu ation !  Befides,  the  queftion  was 
not,  Whether  Job  w  as  a  rich  man  or  a  poor 
man? — but,  Whether  he  was  a  man  of  in¬ 
tegrity,  or  no?  and  the  appearances  were 
ftrong  on  his  fide.  Indeed  it  might  have 
been  otherwile;  it  was  poilible  Job  might 
be  infineere,  and  the  Devil  took  the  ad* 
vantage  of  the  dye  for  it. 

It  is  a  bad  picture,  and  done  by  a  terrible 
mafter;  and  yet  we  are  always  copying  it! 
Does  a  man,  from  a  real  conviction  of  heart, 
forfakc  his  vices? — the  position  is  not  to  be 
allowed.  No;  his  vices  have  forfaken  him. 

Does 
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Does  a  pure  virgin  fear  God  and  fay  her 
prayers  ? — She  is  in  her  climacteric. 

Does  Humanity  clothe  and  educate  the 
unknown  orphan  ? — Poverty  !  thou  haft  no 
genealogies  ! — See!  is  he  not  the  father  of  the 

o  #  o  4 

child  ?  Thus  do  we  rob  heroes  of  the  belt 
part  of  their  glory,— their  virtue.  Take  away 
the  motive  of  the  a£t,  you  take  away  all  that 
is  worth  having  in  it ; — wreft  it  to  ungenerous 
ends,  you  load  the  virtuous  man  who  did  it 
with  infamy.  Undo  it  all, — I  befeech  you  : 
give  him  back  his  honour, — reftore  the  jewel 
you  have  taken  from  him, — replace  him  in 
the  eye  of  the  world  : 

— it  is  too  late  ! 

It  is  painful  to  utter  the  reproaches  which 
iliould  come  in  here. — I  will  truft  them  with 
yourfelves :  in  coming  from  that  quarter, 
they  will  more  naturally  produce  fuch  fruits 
as  will  not  fet  your  teeth  on  edge  ; — for  they 
will  be  the  fruits  of  love  and  good-will,  to  the 
praife  of  God  and  the  happinefs  of  the  world  ! 
which  I  wifli. 
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THE  LEVITE  AND  HIS  CONCUBINE. 

JUDGES  XIX.  I,  2,  3. 

And  it  came  to  pafs  in  thofe  days,  when  there  was  no  king  in  Ifraeh, 
that  there  was  a  certain  Levite  fojourning  on  the  fide  of  Mount 
Ephraim,  who  took  unto  him  a  concubine. 

—A  CONCUBINE  !— but  the  text  ac- 
counts  for  it ;  66  for  in  thofe  days  there  was  no 
“  king  in  Ifrael,”  and  the  Levite,  you  will 
fay,  like  every  other  man  in  it,  did  what  was 
right  in  Ins  own  eyes  ; — and  fo,  you  may  add, 
did  his  concubine  too, — “  for  the  played  the 
whore  againft  him,  and  went  away.” 

— Then  fhanie  and  grief  go  with  her;  and 
wherever  llie  feeks  a  ftielter,  may  the  hand  of 
Juftice  iliut  the  door  againft  her ! 

Not  fo;  for  the  went  unto  her  father’s  houfe 
in  Bethlehem-judah,  and  was  with  him  four 
whole  months. — Bleffed  interval  for  medita¬ 
tion  upon  the  ficklenefs  and  vanity  of  this 
world  and  its  pleafures  !  1  fee  the  holy  man 

upon  his  knees, — with  hands  compreffed  to 
his  bofom,  and  with  uplifted  eyes,  thanking 
Heaven  that  the  object  which  had  fo  long 
fliared  his  affedtions  was  fled  ! 

The  text  gives  a  different  picture  of  his 
fituation  ;  “  for  he  arofe  and  went  after  her,  to 
“  fpeak  friendly  to  her,  and  to  bring  her  back 
“  again,  having  his  fervant  with  him,  and  a 
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u  couple  of  afles  :  and  llie  brought  him  unto 
“  her  father’s  houfe ;  and  when  the  father  of 
“  the  damfel  law  him,  he  rejoiced  to  meet 
“  him/’ 

— A  molt  fentimental  group!  you’ll  fay; 
and  fo  it  is,  my  good  commentator,  the  world 
talks  of  every  thing.  Give  but  tire  outlines  of 
a  ftory, — let  Spleen  or  Prudery  fnatch  the 
pencil,  and  they  will  finifli  it  with  fo  many 
hard  ftrokes,  and  with  fo  dirty  a  colouring, 
that  Candour  and  Courtely  will  lit  in  torture 
as  they  look  at  it. — Gentle  and  virtuous 
fpirits  !  ye  who  know  not  what  it  is  to  be 
rigid  interpreters,  but  of  your  own  failings, — - 
to  you  I  addrefs  myfelf,  the  unhired  advo¬ 
cates  for  the  conduct  of  the  mifguided, — 
Whence  is  it  that  the  world  is  not  more  jea¬ 
lous  of  your  office  ?  How  often  mull  ye  re¬ 
peat  it,  6  That  fuch  a  one’s  doing  fo  or  fo,’  is 
not  fufficient  evidence  by  itfelf  to  overthrow' 
the  accufed  !— that  our  actions  ftand  fur- 
rounded  with  athoufand  circumftances  which 
do  not  prefent  themfelves  at  firft  fight ! — that 
ihe  firft  fp rings  and  motives  which  impell’d 
the  unfortunate,  lie  deeper  ftill ! — and,  that 
of  the  millions  which  every  hour  are  arraign’d, 
thoufands  of  them  may  have  err’d  merely 
from  the  head ,  and  been  actually  outwitted 
into  evil !  and,  even  when  from  the  hearty— 
that  the  difficulties  and  temptations  under 
which  they  adted, — the  force  of  the  paffions, 
— the  fuitablenefs  of  the  objecft,  and  the 
many  ltruggles  of  Virtue  before  fhe  fell,— 
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may  be  fo  many  appeals  from  Juftice  to  the 
judgment-feat  of  Pity  ! 

Here  then  let  us  flop  a  moment,  and  give 
the  ftory  of  the  Levite  and  his  concubine  a 
fecond  hearing.  Like  all  others,  much  of  it 
depends  upon  the  telling;  and,  as  the  Scrip¬ 
ture  has  left  us  no  kind  of  comment  upon  it, 
’tis  a  ftory  on  which  the  heart  cannot  be  at  a 
lots  for  what  to  fay,  or  the  imagination  for 
what  to  fuppofe; — the  danger  is,  Humanity 
may  fay  too  much. 

“  And  it  came  to  pafs  in  thole  days,  when 
“  there  was  no  king  in  Ifrael,  that  a  certain 
“  Levite  fojourning  on  the  fide  of  Mount 

Ephraim,  took  unto  himfelf  a  concubine.” 

O  Abraham!  thou  father  of  the  faithful! 
if  this  was  wrong,- — Why  didft  thou  fet  fo 
enfnaring  an  example  before  the  eyes  of  thy 
defcendant  ?  and,  Why  did  the  God  of  Abra¬ 
ham,  the  God  of  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  blels  fo 
often  the  feed  of  fuch  intercourfes,  and  pro- 
mife  to  multiply  and  make  princes  come  out 
of  them  ? 

God  can  difpenfe  with  his  own  laws :  and 
accordingly  we  find  the  holieft  of  the  pa¬ 
triarchs,  and  others  in  Scripture,  whofe  hearts 
cleaved  moft  unto  God,  accommodating 
themfelves  as  well  as  they  could  to  the  dif- 
penfation  ;  That  Abraham  had  Hagan — that 
Jacob,  belides  his  two  wives,  Rachel  and 
Leah,  tookalfo  unto  him  Zilpah  and  Bilhah, 
from  whom  many  of  the  tribes  delcended  ; — 
that  David  had  level*  wives  and  ten  concu¬ 
bines; 
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bines; — Itchoboam,  lixty and  that,  in 
whatever  cafes  it  became  reproachable,  it 
teemed  not  to  much  the  thing  itfelf  as  the 
a  bale  of  it,  which  made  it  lb.  This  was 
remarkable  in  that  of  Solomon,  whole  excels 
became  an  infult  upon  the  privileges  of 
mankind ;  for,  by  the  fame  plan  of  luxury, 
which  made  it  neceffary  to  have  forty  thou- 
land  Halls  of  horfes, — he  had  unfortunately 
mifcalculated  his  other  wants,  and  fo  had 
feven  hundred  wives,  and  three  hundred  con¬ 
cubines. 

Wife, — deluded  man  !  was  it  not  that  thou 
madeit  fome  amends  for  thy  bad  practice  by 
thy  good  preaching,  what  had  become  of 
thee!— three  hundred! — -but  let  us  turn 
alide,  I  befeech  you,  from  fo  Hid  a  (tumbling- 
block. 

The  Levite  had  but  one.  The  Hebrew 
word  imports  a  woman  a  concubine,  or  a 
wife  a  concubine,  to  diftimmilh  her  from 
the  more  infamous  fpecies  who  came  under 
the  roofs  of  the  licentious  without  principle. 
Our  annotators  tell  us,  That  in  Jewilh  econo¬ 
mics^  thefe  differ’d  little  from  the  wife,  ex¬ 
cept  in  fome  outward  ceremonies  and  ltip  il¬ 
lations,  but  agreed  with  her,  in  all  the  true 
effences  of  marriage,  and  gave  themselves 
up  to  the  hufband  (for  lb  he  is  call’d)  with 
faith  plighted,  with  fentimcnts,  and  with 
affe&ion. 

Such  a  one  the  Levite  wanted  to  fhare 
his  folitude,  and  fill  up  that  uncomfortable 
blank  in  the  heart  in  Inch  a  (ituation ;  for, 

notwith- 
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notwithftariding  all  we  meet  with  in  books, 
in  many  of  which,  no  doubt,  there  are  a 
good  many  handfome  things  faid  upon  the 
fweets  of  retirement,  &c. — yet  Hill,  64  it  is 
u  not  good  for  man  to  be  alone  nor  can 
all  which  the  cold-hearted  pedant  (tuns  our 
ears  with  upon  the  fubject,  ever  give  one 
an  fiver  of  fatisfa£fcion  to  the  mind  ;  in  the 
midft  of  the  loudefi  vauntings  of  philofophy, 
Nature  will  have  her  yearnings  for  fociety 
and  friend (h ip  ; — a  good  heart  wants  fome 
object  to  be  kind  to ; — and  the  beft  parts  of 
our  blood,  and  the  pureft  of  our  fpirits, 
iiiffer  mod  under  the  deftitution. 

Let  the  torpid  monk  feek  Heaven  com- 
fortlefs  and  alone. — God  lpeed  him!  For 
my  own  part,  1  fear,  I  Ihould  never  fo  find 
the  way.  Let  me  be  wife  and  religious, — > 
but  let  me  be  man.  Wherever  thy  provi¬ 
dence  places  me,  or  whatever  be  the  road 
I  take  to  get  to  thee,— give  me  fome  com¬ 
panion  in  my  journey,  be  it  only  to  remark 
to,  How  our  fhadows  lengthen  as  the  fun 
goes  down!  —  to  whom  I  may  fay,  How 
frefli  is  the  face  of  Nature! — How  lweet 
the  flowers  of  the  field !— How  delicious  are 
thefe  fruits ! 

Alas!  with  bitter  herbs,  like  his  paflover, 
did  the  Levite  eat  them:  for  as  they  thus 
walked  the  path  of  life  together, — flie  wan¬ 
tonly  turn’d  alide  unto  another,  and  fled  from 
him. 

It  is  the  mild  and  quiet  half  of  the  world 
who  are  generally  outraged  and  borne  down 

by 
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by  the  other  half  of  it :  bat  in  this  they  have 
the  advantage ;  whatever  be  the  fenfe  of  their 
wrong’s,  that  Pride  hands  not  fo  watchful  a 
centinel  over  their  forgivenefs,  as  it  does  in 
the  breads  of  the  fierce  and  fro  ward.  We 
ihould  all  of  us,  I  believe,  be  more  forgiving 
than  we  are,  would  the  world  but  give  us 
leave ;  but  it  is  apt  to  interpofe  its  ill-offices 
in  remiilions,  efpecially  of  this  kind.  The 
truth  is,  it  has  its  laws,  to  which  the  heart  is 
not  always  a  party;  and  abts  fb  like  an  un- 
feeling  engine  in  all  cafes  without  diftinbtion, 
that  it  requires  all  the  firmnefs  of  the  mod 
fettled  humanity  to  bear  up  againft  it. 

Many  a  bitter  conflict  would  the  Levite 
have  to  fuftain  with  himfelf,.— his  concubine, 
— and  the  fentiments  of  his  tribe,  upon  the 
wrong  done  him  : — -much  matter  for  pleading, 
— and  many  an  embarraiiing  account  on  all 
lldes.  In  a  period  of  four  whole  months, 
every  paid  on  would  take  its  empire  by  turns; 
and  in  the  ebbs  and  flows  of  the  lefs  un¬ 
friendly  ones,  Pity  would  find  fonie  moments 
to  be  heard, — Religion  herfelf  would  not  be 
filent, — Charity  would  have  much  to  fay; — 
and  thus  attun’d,  every  object  he  beheld  on 
the  borders  of  Mount  Ephraim, — -every  grot 
and  grove  he  pafTd  by,  would  lblicit  the  re¬ 
collection  of  former  kindnefs,  and  awaken  an 
advocate  in  her  behalf,  more  powerful  than 


them  all. 

c  I  grant, — T  grant  it  all/- — he  W'Ould  cry; 
— c  'tis  foul!  'tis  faithlcfs  ! — but,  Why  is  the 
*  door  of  mercy  to  be  Hint  for  ever  againft  it? 

v  O 
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*  and,  Why  is  it  to  be  the  only  fad  crime  that 
4  the  injured  may  not  remit,  or  reafon,  or 
4  imagination  pals  over  without  a  fear? — Is 
4  it  the  blacked?  In  what  catalogue  of 
4  human  offences  is  it  fo  marked?  or,  Is  it, 
4  that  of  all  others  dis  a  blow  moll  grievous 

O 

f  to  be  endured? — The  heart  cries  out,  It  is 
4  fo:  but  let  me  alk  my  own.  What  paffions 
4  are  they  which  give  edge  and  force  to  this 
4  weapon  wrhich  has  ftruck  me  ?  and.  Whether 
4  it  is  not  my  own  pride,  as  much  as  my  vir- 
4  tries,  which  at  this  moment  excite  the 
4  greateft  part  of  that  intolerable  anguifh  in 
4  the  wound  wdiich  I  am  laying  to  her  charge  ? 

4  But,  merciful  Heaven,  was  it  otherwife, 

4  why  is  an  unhappy  creature  of  thine  to  be 
4  perlecuted  by  me  with  fo  much  cruel  re- 
4  venge  and  rancorous  defpite  as  my  firft 
4  tranfport  called  for? — Have  faults  no  exte- 
4  nuations?  Makes  it  nothing,  that  when 
4  the  trefpafs  was  committed,  Die  forfook 
4  the  partner  of  her  guilt,  and  lied  directly  to 
4  her  fathers  houfe?  And  is  there  no  differ- 
4  ence  betwdxt  one  propenfely  going  out  of 
4  the  road  and  continuing  there,  through  de- 
4  pravity  of  wall, — a  nd  a  haplefs  wanderer 
4  ftraying  by  delufion,  and  warily  treading 
4  back  her  lteps  ? — Sweet  is  the  look  of 
4  farrow  for  an  offence,  in  a  heart  deter- 
4  mined  never  to  commit  it  more! — Upon 
4  that  altar  only  could  I  offer  up  my  wrongs. 

4  Cruel  is  the  punilhment  which  an  in- 
6  geniious  mind  will  take  upon  itfelf,  from 
4  the  remorfe  of  fo  hard  a  trefpafs  againft 

2  4  me ; 
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*  me ;  and  if  that  will  not  balance  the  ao 

*  count, — -juft  God  !  let  me  forgive  the  reft. 

4  Mercy  well  becomes  the  heart  of  all  thy 
4  creatures  ! — but  molt  of  thy  fervant,  a  Le- 
4  vite,  who  offers  up  fo  many  daily  iacrifices  to 
4  thee,  for  the  tranfgreffions  of  thy  people. — 

— 4  lint  to  little  purpofe/  he  would  add, 

4  have  I  ferved  at  thy  altar,  where  my  bufi- 
4  ncfs  was  to  lue  for  mercy,  had  I  not  learnt 
4  to  praCtife  it/ 

P(  ^ace  and  happinefs  reft  upon  the  head  and 
heart  of  every  man  who  can  thus  think  ! 

“  So  he  arofe,  and  went  after  her,  to  fpeak 
44  friendly  unto  her/' — in  the  original, — to 
(peak  to  her  heart  ; — to  apply  to  their  former 
endearments,— and  to  aik,  How  fhc  could 
be  fo  unkind  to  him,  and  fo  very  unkind. to 
herfelf? — •  > 

— -Even  the  upbraiding^  of  the  quiet  and 
relenting  are  lweet :  not  like  the  itrivings  of 
the  fierce  and  inexorable,  who  bite  and  de¬ 
vour  all  who  have  thwarted  them  in  their 
way but  they  are  calm  and  courteous, 
like  the  fpirit  which  watches  over  their  cha¬ 
racter.  How  could,  fuch  a  temper  woo  the 
damfel,  and  not  bring  her  back  !  or,  How 
could  the  father  of  the  damfel,  in  fuch  a 
fcene,  have  a  heart  open  to  any  impreHions 
but  thole  mentioned  in  the' text; — 46  That 
44  when  he  law  him,  he  rejoiced  to  meet  him 
— urged  his  ftay  from  day  today,  with  that 
molt  irrefiftible  of  all  invitations,* — 44  Comfort 
44  t liyr  heart,  and  tarry  all  night,  and  let  thind 
44  heart  be  merrv/'  .  ■  i 

,f-.:  '  If 
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If  Mercy  and  Truth  thus  met  together  id 
fettling  this  account,  Love  would  lure] y  be 
of  the  party  :  great, — great  is  its  power  in 
cementing  what  has  been  broken,  and  wiping 
out  wrongs  even  from  the  memory  itlelf ! 
and  fq  it  was,* — for  the  Levitc  arofe  up,  and 
with  him  his  concubine  and  his  lervant,  and 
they  departed. 

It  ferves  no  purpofe  to  purfue  the  ftory  fur¬ 
ther;  the  cataftrophe  is  horrid,  and  would 
lead  us  beyond  the  particular  purpofe  ibr 
which  I  have  enlarged  upon  thus  much  of  it ; 
and  that  is,  to  difcredit  rath  judgment,  and 
illuftrate  from  the  manner  of  conducting 
this  drama,  the  courtefy  which  the  dramatis 
perfonce  of  every  other  piece  may  have  a  right 
to.  Almoft  one  half  of  our  time  is  lpent  in 
telling  and  hearing  evil  of  one  another; — foine 
unfortunate  knight  is  always  upon  the  ft  age ; 
— and  every  hour  brings  forth  fomething 
itrange  and  terrible  to  fill  up  our  difcourfe 
and  our  aftonillxment,  6  How  people  can  be, 
fo  foolifli  !’ — and  tis  well  if  the  compliment 
ends  there;  fo  that  there  is  not  a  focial  vir¬ 
tue  for  which  there  is  lb  conftant  a  demand, 
— or,  confequently,  fo  well  worth  cultivating, 
as  that  which  oppofes  this  unfriendly  current. 
Many  and  rapid  are  the  fprings  which  feed 
it ;  and  various  and  Hidden,  God  knows,  arc 
the  gufts  which  render  it  unfafe  to  us  in  this 
fhort  paffage  of  our  life  !  Let  us  make  the 
difcourfe  as  ferviceable  as  we  can,  by  tracing 
feme  of  the  mofi  retnarkable  of  them  up  to 
their  fource. 

\i  And, 
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And,  firft,  there  is  one  miferable  inlet  to 
this  evil,  and  which,  by  the  way,  if  fpeculation 
is  fup poled  to  precede  practice,  may  have 
been  derived,  for  aught  I  know,  from  feme  of 
our  bulieft  enquirers  after  nature ; — and  that 
is,  when  with  more  zeal  than  knowledge  wo 
account  for  phenomena  before  we  are  lure  of 
their  exiftence. — “  It  is  not  the  manner  of 
66  the  Romans,  to  condemn  anv  man  to  death’' 
(much  lefs  to  be  martyred)  laid  Feltus 
46  and  doth  our  law  judge  any  man  before  it 
44  hear  him,  and  know  what  he  doth  ?''  cried 
Nicodemus  :  44  and  he  that  anfwereth,  or  de- 
144  termineth  a  matter  before  he  has  heard  it, 
*4  — it  is  folly,  and  a  fhame  unto  him/' — We 
are  generally  in  fuch  a  liafte  to  make  our  own 
decrees,  that,  we  pals  over  the  juftice  of  thefe, 

• — and  then  thefceneis  fo  changed  by  it,  that 
'tis  our  own  folly  only  which  is  real,  and  that 
of  the  aceufed  which  is  imaginary  :  thro'  too 
much  precipitancy  it  will  happen  fo  ;  and 
then  the  jeft  is  fpoiled, — or  we  have,  criticiled 
our  own  lhadow.  - 

A  feeond  way  is,  when  the  procefs  goes  on 
more  orderly,  and  we  begin  with  getting  in¬ 
formation  but  do  it  from  thole  fufpected 
evidences,  a  gain  ft  which  our  Saviour  warns  us 
when  he  bids  us  44  Not  to  judge  according  to 
44  appearance/' — In  truth,  'tis  behind  thefe 
that  molt  of  the  tilings  which  blind  human 
judgment  lie  concealed;— and,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  there  are  many  things  which  appear  to 
be,— which  are  not:  44  Chrift  came  eating 
*4  and  drinking,— behold  a  wine-bibber  !" — 
t  u:/  .  he 
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fie  fat  with  Tinners,* — he  was  their  friend 
in  many  cafes  of  which  kind,  Truth,  like  a 


modeft  matron,  (corns  aft; — and  difdains  to 
prefs  herfelf  forwards  into  the  circle  to  be 
feen  t  —  ground  fufficient  for  Sufpicion  to 
draW  up  the  libels — for  Malice  to  give  the 
torture, — or  rath  Judgment  to  frart  up  and 
pals  a  final  fentencc. 

A  third  way  is*  when  the  fadts  which  de¬ 
note  mi  (conduct  are  lets  difputable,  but  are 
commented  upon  with  an  alperity  of  cenfure, 
which  a  humane  or  a  gracious  temper  would 
(pare.  An  abhorrence  againft  what  is  cri¬ 
minal,  is  fo  fair  a  plea  for  this,  and  looks  fo 
like  virtue  ill  the  face,  that  in  a  fernion  againft 


rath  judgment,  it  would  be  unfeafonable  to 
call  it  in  queftion,— and  yet,  1  declare,  in  the 
lulled  torrent  of  exclamations  which  the  guilty 
can  deferve,  that  the  iimple  apoftrophe,  6  Wh(> 
6  made  me  to  differ  ? — why  was  not  I  an  ex- 
6  ample  ?’  would  touch  my  heart  more;  and 
idve  me  a  bet  ter  earned:  of  the  eoiiimentators, 

O  7 

— than  the  molt  corrofive  period  you  could 
add.  The  piimfhmcntof  the  unhappy,  I  fear, 
is  enough  without  it;— and  were  it  not, —  ftis 
piteous,  the  tongue  of  a  Chriftian  (whole  reli¬ 
gion  is  all  candour  and  couvtelV)  fhould  be 
made  the  executioner!  We  find  in  the  difr 


courfe  between  Abraham  and  the  rich  man; 
though  the  one  was  in  Heaven  and  the  other 
in  Hell,  yet  frill  the  patriarch  treated  him  with 
mild  language  “  Son  !  Son,  remember  that 
u  thou  in  thy  life-time/’  &e. — And  in  the 
difpute  about  the  body  of  Moles,  between  the' 
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Archangel  and  the  Devil  (himfelf)  St.  Jud 
tells  us,  he  durft  not  bring  a  railing  accufation 
againft  him  ; — 'twas  unworthy  his  high  c ha- 
tatter, — and,  indeed,  might  have  been  impo¬ 
litic  too;  for  if  he  had  (as  one  of  our  divines 
notes  upon  the  paffage)  the  Devil  had  been 
too  hard  for  him  at  railing; — 'twas  his  own 
weapon; — and  the  bafeft  fpirits,  after  his  ex^ 
ample,  are  the  inoft  expert  at  it. 

This  leads  me  to  the  obfervation  of  a  fourth 
Cruel  inlet  into  this  evil;  and  that  is,  the  delire 
of  being  thought  men  of  wit  and  parts;  and 
the  vain  expectation  of  coming  honeltly  by 
the  title,  by  fhrewd  and  farcaltic  reflections 
upon  whatever  is  done  in  the  world.  This 
is  fetting  up  trade  upon  the  broken  Itock  of 
other  people’s  failings,— perhaps  their  mil- 
fortunes  : — fo  much  good  may  it  do  them  with 
what  honour  they  can  get,— the  furthcit  ex¬ 
tent  of  which,  I  think,  is  to  be  praifed,  as  we 
do  fome  fauces,  with  tears  in  our  eyes.  It  is  a 
commerce  molt  illiberal;  and  as  it  requires  no 
vail  capital,  too  many  embark  in  it;  and  fo 
long  as  there  are  bad  paffions  to  be  gratified, 
and  bad  heads  to  judge, —  with  fuch  it 
may  pafs  for  wit,  or  at  leaft,  like  fome  vile 
relation  whom  all  the  family  is  afhamed  of, 
claim  kindred  with  it,  even  in  better  compa¬ 
nies.  Whatever  be  the  degree  of  its  affinitjr, 
it  has  helped  to  give  wit  a  bad  name  :  as  if 
the  main  elfence  of  it  was  fa  tire : — certainly 
there  is  a  difference  between  Bitternefs  and 
Saltnefs: — that  is,— between  the  malignity 
and  the  feftivity  of  wit : — the  one  is  a  mere 
vol. iii,  it  quicknefs 
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quicknefs  of  apprehenfiou,  void  of  humanity, 
— and  is  a  talent  of  the  Devil  :  the  other 
comes  from  the  Father  of  Spirits,  fo  pure 
and  abftradted  from  perfons,  that  willingly 
it  hurts  no  man  ;  or,  if  it  touches  upon  an 
indecorum,  ’tis  with  that  dexterity  of  true 
genius,  which  enables  him  rather  to  give  a 
new  colour  to  the  abfurdity,  and  let  it  pafis. 
— He  may  fmile  at  the  fhape  of  the  obelilk 
raifed  to  another’s  fame but  the  malignant 
wit  will  level  it  at  once  with  the  ground,  and 
build  his  own  upon  the  ruins  of  it. — 

What  then,  ye  ralli  ccnfurers  of  the  world  ! 
Have  ye  no  manlions  for  your  credit  but 
thofe  from  whence  ye  have  extruded  the  right 
owners  ?  Are  there  no  regions  for  you  to  fhine 
in,  that  ye  defcend  for  it  into  the  low  caverns 
of  abufe  and  crimination  ?  Have  ye  no  feats 
but  thofe  of  the  fcornful  to  fit  down  in  ?  If 
Honour  has  miftook his  road,  or  the  Virtues,  in 
their  excefles,  have  approached  too  near  the 
confines  of  Vice,  are  they,  therefore,  to  be  calt 
down  the  precipice  ?  Muft  beauty  for  ever  be 
trampled  upon  in  the  dirt  for  one — one  falfe 
ftep  ?  And  lb  all  no  one  virtue  or  good  quality, 
out  of  the  thoufand  the  fair  penitent  may  have 
left, — fhall  not  one  of  them  be  fullered  to  Hand 
by  her? — Juft  God  of  Heaven  and  earth  ! 

— But  thou  art  merciful,  loving,  and  righ¬ 
teous,  and  lookeft  down  with  pity  upon  thefe 
wrongs  thy  fervants  do  unto  each  other.  Par¬ 
don  us,  we  befeech  thee,  for  them.,  and  all 
our  tranfgreftions  !  let  it  not  be  remembered 
fhat  we  were  brethren  of  the  fame  fiefh,  the 
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fame  feelings  and  infirmities  !  O  my  God  ! 
write  it  not  down  in  thy  book  that  thou 
madeft  us  merciful  after  thy  own  image  ! — 
that  thou  haft  given  us  a  religion  fo  courteous, 
— Id  good  temper'd, — -that  every  precept  of  it 
carries  a  balm  along  with  it  to  heal  the  fore- 
nefs  of  our  natures  and  fweeten  our  fpirits, 
that  we  might  live  with  fuch  kind  intercourfe 

O  7 

in  this  world,  as  will  fit  us  to  exift  together 
in  a  better. 


V  ' 
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Felix’s  behaviour  towards  faux,, 

EXAMINED. 


ACTS  XXIV.  2 6. 

He  hop  ^d  alfo-j  that  money  {hould  have  been  given  him  of  Paul,  that 

he  might  loofe  him. 


A  NOBLE  ohjedt  to  take  up  the  confidera-* 
tion  of  the  Roman  governor  ! 

— u  He  hoped  that  money  fliould  have 
been  given  him  — for  what  end  ?  To  enable 
him  to  judge  betwixt  right  and  wrong  ? — and, 
Erom  whence  was  it  to  be  wrung  ?  From  the 
poor  fcrip  of  a  difciple  of  the  carpenter’s  foil, 
who  left  nothing  to  his  followers  but  poverty 
and  fufferings  ! — - 

And  was  this  Felix  ? — the  great,  the  noble 
Felix. — Felix  the  happy  ! — the  gallant  Fe¬ 
lix,  who  kept  Drufilla  ! — Could  he  do  this  ? 
— Bale  paffion, — what  canlt  thou  not  make 
us  do  ! 

Let  us  confider  the  whole  tran faction. 

Paul,  in  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  had 
been  accufed  before  Felix,  by  Tertullus,  of 
very  grievous  crimes ; — of  being  a  peftilent 
fellow, — a  mover  of  feditions,  and  a  profaner 
of  the  temple,  &c. — To  which  accufations, 
the  apoftle  having  liberty  from  Felix  to  reply, 
he  makes  his  defence,  from  the  10th  to  the 
22d  verfe,  to  this  purport: — He  fhews  him, 
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fir  ft,  that  the  whole  charge  was  deftitute  of 
all  proof;  which  he  openly  challenges  them  to 
produce  againlt  him,  if  they  had  it : — that, 
on  the  contrary,  he  was  fo  far  from  being  the 
man  Tertullus  had  re  prefen  ted,  that  the  very 
principles  of  the  religion  with  which  he  then 
itood  charged, — and  which  they  called  He- 
refy,  led  him  to  be  the  1110ft  unexceptionable 
in  his  conduit,  by  the  continual  exercife  which 
it  demanded  of  him,  of  having  a  confidence 
void  of  offence  at  all  times,  both  towards  God 
and  man  : — that  confiftently  with  this,  his  ad- 
verfaries  had  neither  found  him  in  the  temple 
difputing  with  any  man,  neither  railing  up  the 
people,  either  in  the  fynagogue,  or  in  the 
city; — for  this  he  appeals  to  themfelves  : — 
that  it  was  but  twelve  days  fince  he  came  up 
to  Jerufalem  for  to  worlhip: — that  during 
that  time,  when  he  purified  in  the  temple,  he 
did  it  as  became  him,  without  noife,  without 
tumult :  this  he  calls  upon  the  Jews  who  came 
from  Alia,  and  were  eye-witneftes  of  his  be¬ 
haviour,  to  atteft; — and,  in  a  word,  he  urges 
the  whole  defence  before  Felix  in  fo  ftrong  a 
manner,  and  with  fuch  plain  and  natural  argu¬ 
ments  of  his  innocence,  as  to  leave  no  colour 
for  his  adverfaries  to  reply. 

There  was,  however,  ltill  one  adverfary  in 

* / 

this  court, — though  lilent,  yet  not  fatisfied. — 

—Spare  thy  eloquence,  Tertullus  !  roll  up 
the  charge:  a  more  notable  orator  than  thyfelf 
is  rifen  up, — ’tis  Avarice;  and  that  too  in  the 
moft  fatal  place  for  the  prifoner  it  could  have 
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taken  poffeftion  of ; — ftis  in  the  heart  of  the 
man  who  judges  him. 

If  Felix  believed  Paul  innocent,  and  aCted 
accordingly; — that  is,  releafed  him  without 
reward, — this  fubtile  advocate  told  him  he 
would  lofe  one  of  the  profits  of  his  employ¬ 
ment  ; — and  if  he  acknowledged  the  faith  of 
Chrift,  which  Paul  occaiionally  explained  in 
his  defence, — it  told  him,  he  might  lofe  the 
employment  itfelf fo  that,  notwithftanding 
the  character  of  the  Apoftle  appeared  (as  it 
was)  raoft  fpotlefs,  and  the  faith  he  profefted 
fo  very  clear,  that  as  he  urged  it  the  heart  gave 
its  confent, — yet  at  the  fame  time,  the  paf- 
fions  rebelled;  and  fo  ftrong  an  intereft  was 
formed  thereby,  againft  the  firft  impretiions 
in  favour  of  the  man  and  his  caufe,  that  both 
were  difmiffed ; — the  one  to  a  more  conve¬ 
nient  hearing,  which  never  came;  the  other 
to  the  hardfhips  of  a  prifon  for  two  whole 
years, — hoping,  as  the  text  informs  us,  that 
money  fhould  have  been  given  him :  and  even 
at  the  laft,  when  he  left  the  province,  willing 
to  do  the  Jews  a  pleafure; — that  is, — to  ferve 
his  intereft  in  another  thape,  with  all  the  con¬ 
viction  upon  his  mind  that  he  had  done  no¬ 
thing  worthy  of  bonds,  he,  neverthelefs,  left 
the  holy  man  bound,  and  configned  over  to 
the  hopelefs  profpeCt  of  ending  his  days  in  the 
fame  ftate  of  confinement  in  which  he  had 
ungeneroufly  left  him. 

One  w^ould  .imagine,  as  covetoufnefs  is  a 
vice  not  naturally  cruel  in  itfelf,  that  there 
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iriuft  certainly  have  been  a  mixture  of  other 
motives  in  the  governor  s  bread,  to  account 
for  a  proceeding  fo  contrary  to  humanity  and 
his  own  conviction:  and  could  it  be  of  ufe 
to  raife  conjectures  upon  it,  there  feems  but 
too  probable  grounds  for  fuch  a  fuppofition. 
It  feems  that  Drufilla,  whofe  curiofity,  upon 
a  double  account,  had  led  her  to  hear  Paul, 
—(for  die  was  a  daughter  of  Abraham — as 
well  as  of  Eve) — was  a  character  which 
might  have  figured  very  well  even  in  our 
own  times;  for,  as  Jofephus  tells  us,  die 
had  left  the  Jew  her  hufband;  and,  without 
any  pretence  in  their  law  to  juftify  a  divorce, 
had  given  herfelf  up  without  ceremony  to 
Felix;  for  which  caufe,  though  die  is  here 
called  his  wife,  die  was,  in  reafon  and 
juftice,  the  wife  of  another  man, — and  con- 
fequently  lived  in  an  open  ftate  of  adultery; 
— fo  that  when  Paul,  in  explaining  the  faith 
of  Chrift,  took  occafion  to  argue  upon  the 
morality  of  the  Gofpel, — and  urged  the  eter¬ 
nal  laws  of  juftice,  the  unchangeable  obli¬ 
gations  to  temperance,  of  which  chaftity  was 
a  branch, — it  was  fcaree  podible  to  frame 
his  difcourfe  fo  (had  he  widied  to  temporize) 
but  that  either  her  intereft  or  her  love  mult 
have  taken  offence:  and  though  we  do  not 
read,  like  Felix,  that  die  trembled  at  the 
account,  'tis  yet  natural  to  imagine  die  was 
affeCted  with  other  padipns,  of  which  the 
apoftle  might  feel  the  effeCts  ;--and  ft  was 
well  he  differed  no  more,  if  two  fuch  violent 
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enemies  as  lull  and  avarice  were  combined 
ao'ainft  him. 

But  this  by  the  way; — for  as  the  text 
feems  only  to  acknowledge  one  of  thefe 
motives,  it  is  not  our  bufinefs  to  affign  the 
other. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  this  fame  apoftle, 
fpeaking,  in  the  Epiltle  to  Timothy,  of  the 
ill  effects  of  this  fame  ruling  paffion,  affirms, 
that  it  is  the  root  of  all  evil;  and  I  make 
no  doubt  but  the  remembrance  of  his  own 
fufferings  had  no  fmall  fhare  in  the  feverity 
of  the  refiedtion. — Infinite  are  the  examples 
where  the  love  of  money  is  only  a  lubordi- 
nate  and  minifterial  paffion,  exercifed  for 
the  fupport  of  fome  other  vices;  and  his 
generally  found,  when  there  is  either  am¬ 
bition,  prodigality,  or  iuft,  to  be  fed  by  it, 
that  it  then  rages  with  the  leaft  mercy  and 
ditcretion ;  in  which  cafes,  ftrifitly  fpeaking, 
it  is  not  the  root  of  other  evils, — -but  other 
evils  are  the  root  of  it, 

This  forces  me  to  recall  what  I  have  faid 
upon  covetoufnefs,  as  a  vice  not  naturally 
cruel;  it  is  not  apt  to  reprefent  itfelf  to  our 
imaginations,  at  firft  fight,  under  that  idea: 
we  confider  it  only  as  a  mean,  worthlefs  turn 
of  mind,  incapable  of  judging  or  doing  what 
is  right:  but  as  it  is  a  vice  which  does  not 
always  fet  up  for  itfelf, — to  know  truly  what 
it  is  in  this  refpe£t,  we  mull  know  what 
matters  it  ferves: — -they  are  many,  and  of 
various  calls  and  humours; — and  each  one 
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lends  it  fomething  of  its  own  complexional 
tint  and  character. 

This,  I  fuppofe,  may  be  the  caufe  that 
there  is  a  greater  and  more  whimfical 
myftery  in  the  love  of  money,  than  in  the 
darkeft  and  molt  nonfenfical  problem  that 
ever  was  pored  on. 

Even  at  the  belt,  and  when  the  paffion 
feems  to  feek  nothin q*  more  than  its  own 

o 

amufement, — there  is  little, — very  little,  I 
fear,  to  be  laid  for  its  humanity. — It  may  be 
a  fport  to  the  miler ; — but  conlider, — it  muft 
be  death  and  deftrudtion  to  others. — The 
moment  this  fordid  humour  begins  to  govern, 

- — farewell  all  honeft  and  natural  affedtion! 
farewell  all  he  owes  to  parents,  to  children, 
to  friends! — how  faft  the  obligations  vanilli! 
fee, — he  is  now  ftripped  of  all  feelings  what¬ 
ever: — the  Hi  rill  cry  of  Jultice, — and  the 
low  lamentation  of  humble  Diftrefs,  are  notes 
equally  beyond  his  compafs! — Eternal  God! 
fee! — lie  paffes  by  one  whom  thou  haft  juft 
bruifed,  without  one  penfive  reftedtion! — he 
enters  the  cabin  of  the  widow  whole  hufband 
and  child  thou  haft  taken  to  thyfelf, — exadts 
his  bond  without  a  figh  ! — Heaven !  if  I  am 
to  be  tempted, — let  it  be  by  glory, — by  am¬ 
bition,— by  fome  generous  and  manly  vice: 
— if  I  muft  fall,  let  it  be  by  fome  paffion 
which  thou  haft  planted  in  my  nature,  which 
lliall  not  harden  my  heart,  but  leave  me  room 
at  laft  to  retreat  and  come  back  to  thee! 

It  would  be  eafy  here  to  add  the  common 
arguments  which  reafon  offers  againft  this 

vice: 
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f  i  *  ,  » 

tice:  but  they  are  fo  well  underftood,  both 
in  matter  and  form, — it  is  needlefs. 

I  might  cite  to  you  what  Seneca  fays  Upon 
it; — but  the  misfortune  is,  that  at  the  fame4 
time  he  was  writing  againft  riches,  he  Was 
enjoying  a  great  eftate,  and  ufmg  every 
means  to  make  that  eftate  ftill  greater! 

With  infinite  plcafure  might  a  preacher 
eitrich  his  difcourfe  in  this  place,  by  Weaving 
into  it  all  the  fmart  things  which  ancient  or 
modern  wits  have  faid  upon  the  love  of 
money: — he  might  inform  yon, 

4  — That  poverty  wants  fomething: — that 
4  covetoufnefs  wanteth  all  V 

4  That  a  mifer  can  onljr  be  faid  to  have 
4  riches  as  a  lick  man  has  a  fever,  which  holds 
4  and  tyrannizes  over  the  man, — not  he  over 
‘itf 

4  That  covetoufnefs  is  the  fhirt  of  the  foul, 

4  — the  laft  vice  it  parts  with  V 

4  That  nature  is  content  with  few  things ; 
4  — or,  that  nature  is  never  fatisfied  at  all,* 
&c. 

The  reflection  of  our  Saviour,  44  That  the 
44  life  of  man  confifteth  not  in  the  abundance 
44  of  the  things  which  he  poflfeftfetb,” — f peaks 
more  to  the  heart; — and  the  Angle  hint  of 
the  Camel,  and  what  a  very  narrow  paffage 
he  has  to  so  through,-— has  more  coercion  in 
it  than  all  the  fee-faws  of  philofophy. 

I  ftiall  endeavour  therefore  to  draw  fuch 
other  refledtions  from  this  piece  of  facred 
hiftory  as  are  applicable  to  human  life, — 
and  more  likely  to  be  of  life. 
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There  is  nothing  generally  in  which  our 
happinefs  and  honour  are  more  nearly  con¬ 
cerned,  than  in  forming  true  notions  both  of 
men  and  things;  for  in  proportion  as  we 
think  rightly  of  them,  we  approve  ourfelves 
to  the  world;— and  as  we  govern  ourfelves 
by  fuch  judgments,  fo  we  fecure  our  peace 
and  well-being  in  palling  through  it:  the 
falfe  lteps  and  mifcarriages  in  life,  iffuing 
from  a  defeat  in  this  capital  point,  are  lb 
many  and  fatal,  that  there  can  be  nothing 
more  inltrubtive  than  an  inquiry  into  the 
caufes  of  this  perverlion,  which  often  ap¬ 
pears  fo  very  grofs  in  us,  that  were  you  to 
take  a  view  of  the  world, — fee  what  notions 
it  entertains,  and  by  what  confiderations  it 
is  governed, — you  would  lay  of  the  miftakes 
of  human  judgment,  what  the  prophet  does 
of  the  folly  of  human  actions, — “  That  we 
“  were  wife  to  do  evil;  but  to  judge  rightly* 
“  had  no  underftariding.” 

That  in  many  dark  and  abftrabted  quef- 
tions  of  mere  fpeculation,  we  fhotild  err, — - 
is  notftrang;e:  we  live  among;  m  tileries  and 
riddles;  and  almolt  every  thing  which  comes 
in  our  way,  in  one  light  or  other,  may  be 
faid  to  baffle  our  undcrfiandings, — yet  fel- 
dom  fo  as  to  miftake  in  extremities,  and 
take  one  contrary  for  another. — ~Tis  very 
rare,  for  inftance,  that  we  take  the  virtue 
of  a  plant  to  be  hot,  when  it  is  extremely 
cold; — or  that  we  try  the  experiment  of 
opium  to  keep  us  waking: — yet  this  we 
are  continually  attempting  in  the  condubf 
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of  life,  as  well  as  in  the  great  ends  and 
meafures  of  it.  That  fnch  wrong;  determin- 
ations  in  us  do  arife  from  any  defeCt  of 
judgment  inevitably  mitleading  us,— would 
reflect  difiionour  upon  God;  as  if  he  had 
made  and  fent  men  into  the  world  on  pur- 
pofe  to  play  the  fool.  His  all-bountiful 
hand  made  his  judgment,  like  his  heart, 
upright;  and  the  infiances  of  Ins  fagacity, 
in  other  things,  abundantly  confirm  it:  we 
are  led  therefore  in  courfe  to  a  fuppolition, 
that  in  all  inconfifient  inftances  there  is  a 
fecret  bias,  fomehow  or  other,  hung  upon 
the  mind,  which  turns  it  afide  from  reafon 
and  truth. 

What  this  is,  if  we  do  not  care  to  fearch 
for  it  in  ourfelves,  we  ftiall  find  it  regiftered 
in  this  tranfaCtion  of  Telix :  and  we  may 
depend,  that  in  all  wrong  judgments  what¬ 
ever  in  Inch  plain  cafes  as  this,  that  the 
fame  explanation  mull  be  given  of  it  which 
is  given  in  the  text,— namely,  That  it  is 
tome  felfilh  confideration — fome  fecret  dirty 
engagement  with  fome  little  appetite,  which 
does  us  fo  much  difhonour. 

The  judgments  of  the  more  difinterefted 
and  impartial  of  us,  receive  no  final!  tincture 
from  our  affections :  we  generally  confult 
them  in  all  doubtful  points ;  and  it  happens 
well  if  the  matter  in  queftion  is  not  aim  oft 
fettled  before  the  arbitrator  is  called  into 
the  debate. — But  in  the  more  flagrant  in¬ 
ftances,  where  the  paffions  govern  the  whole 
man,  ftis  melancholy  to  fee  the  office  to 
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which  Reafon,  the  great  prerogative  of  his 
nature,,  is  reduced ;  ferving  the  lower  appe¬ 
tites  in  the  difhoneft  drudgery  of  finding 
out  arguments  to  juftify  the  prefent  purfuit. 

To  judge  rightly  of  our  own  worth,  we 
fhould  retire  a  little  from  the  world,  to  lee 
all  its  pleafures, — and  pains  too,  in  their 
proper  lize  and  dimenfions. — This,  no  doubt, 
was  the  reafon  St.  Paul,  when  he  intended  to 
convert  Felix,  began  his  difcourfe  upon  the 
day  of  judgment,  on  purpofe  to  take  the 
heart  off  from  this  world  and  its  pleafures, 
which  difhonour  the  .underit audios*  fo,  as 
to  turn  the  wifeft  of  men  into  fools  and 
children. 

If  you  enlarge  your  obfervations  upon  this 
plan,  you  will  find  where  the  evil  lies  which 
has  fupported  thofe  defperate  opinions  which 
have  fo  long  divided  the  Chriftian  world,— 
and  are  likely  to  divide  it  for  ever. 

Confider  popery  well;  you  will  be  con¬ 
vinced,  that  the  trueft  definition  which  can 
be  given  of  it  is, — That  it  is  a  pecuniary 
fyftem,  well  contrived  to  operate  upon  mens 
paffions  and  wcakncfs,  whilft  their  pockets 
are  o’picking!  Run  through  all  the  points 
of  difference  between  us; — and  when  you 
fee  that,  in  every  one  of  them,  they  ferve 
the  fame  end  which  Felix  had  in  view,  either 
of  money  or  power,  there  is  little  room  left 
to  doubt  whence  the  cloud  arifes  which  is 
fpread  over  the  underltanding. 

If  this  reafoning  is  conclulive  with  regard 
to  thofe  who  merely  differ  from  us  in  re¬ 
ligion, 
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ligion, — let  us  try  if  it  will  not  hold  good 
with  regard  to  thofe  who  have  none  at  all ; — 
or  rather,  who  affedt  to  treat  all  p.erfuafions 
of  it  with  ridicule  alike.  Thanks  to  good 
fenfe,  good  manners,  and  a  more  enlarged 
knowledge,  this  humour  is  going  down,  and 
feems  to  be  fettling  at  prefent  chiefly  amongft 
the  inferior  clafles  of  people, — where  it  is 
likely  to  reft.  As  for  the  loweit  ranks,  though 
they  are  apt  enough  to  follow  the  modes  of 
their  betters,  yet  are  they  not  likely  to  be 
ftruck  with  this  one,  of  making  merry  with 
that  which  is  their  confolation;  they  are  too 
ferious  a  fet  of  poor  people  ever  heartily  to 
enter  into  it.— 

There  is  enough,  however,  of  it  in  the 
world  to  fay,  that  this  all-facred  fyftem, 
which  holds  the  world  in  harmony  and 
peace,  is  too  often  the  firft  objedt  that  the 
giddy  and  inconfiderate  make  choice  of  to 
try  the  temper  of  their  wits  upon.  Now, 
of  the  numbers  who  make  this  experiment, 
do  you  believe  that  one  in  a  thouland  does 
it  from  convidtion, — or  from  arguments  which 
a  courfe  offtudy, — much  cool  reafoning,  and 
a  fober  inquiry  into  antiquity,  and  the  true 
merits  of  the  queftion,  have  furnifhed  him 
with  ? — The  years  and  wav  of  life  of  the  molt 
forward  of  thefe,  lead  us  to  a  different  ex¬ 
planation. 

Religion,  which  lays  fo  many  reftraints 
upon  us,  is  a  troublefome  companion  to  thole 
who  will  lay  no  reftraints  upon  themfelves; 
~-and  for  this  reafon  there  is  nothing  more 
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common  to  be  obferved,  than  that  the  little 
arguments  and  cavils  which  fuch  men  have  ga- 

o  t  o 

thered  up  againft  it  in  the  early  part  of  their 
lives,  —  how  confiderable  foever  they  may 
have  appeared,  when  viewed  through  their 
paffions  and  prejudices,  which  give  an  unna¬ 
tural  turn  to  all  objects,- — -yet,  when  the  edge 
of  appetite  has  been  worn  down,  and  the  heat 
of  the  purfuit  pretty  well  over, — and  reafon 
and  judgment  have  got  poffeffion  of  their 
empire, — 

— They  feldom  fail  of  bringing  the  loft 
fheep  back  to  his  fold. 

May  God  bring  us  all  there.  Amen. 
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1  have  sinned  against  Heaven,  and  in  thy  sight,  and  am  no 
more  worthy  to  be  called  thy  son. 
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LUKE  XV.  I3. 

And  not  many  days  after,  the  younger  fort  gathered  all  he  had 
together,  and  took  his  journey  into  a  far  country. 

I  KNOW  not  whether  the  remark  is  to  our 
honour  or  otherwife,  that  leffons  of  wifclom 
have  never  fuch  power  over  us  as  when  they 
are  wrought  into  the  heart  through  the 
ground-work  of  a  ftory  which  engages  the 
paffions.  Is  it  that  we  are  like  iron,  and  muft 
fir  ft  he  heated  before  we  can  be  wrought  up¬ 
on  ?  or,  Is  the  heart  fo  in  love  with  deceit, 
that,  where  a  true  report  will  not  reach  it,  we 
muft  cheat  it  with  a  fable,  in  order  to  come 
at  truth  ? 

Whether  this  parable  of  the  Prodigal  (for 
fo  it  is  ufually  called)  is  really  fuch, — -or  built 
upon  fome  ftory  known  at  that  time  in  Jerufa- 
lem,  is  not  much  to  the  purpofe;  it  is  given 
us  to  enlarge  upon,  and  turn  to  the  beft  moral 
account  we  can. 

“  A  certain  man,”  fays  our  Saviour,  “  had 
“  two  Tons,  and  the  younger  of  them  faid  to 
“  his  father,  Give  me  the  portion  of  goods 
“  which  falls  to  :  and  he  divided  unto 
“  them  his  fubftame.  And  not  many  days 
“  after,  the  younger  fon  gathered  all  together, 
vol.  in.  s  “and 
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“  and  took  his  journey  into  a  far  country,  and 
46  there  waited  his  fubitanca  with  riotous 
66  living.” 

The  account  is  fhort :  the  intereiling  and 
pathetic  paifagcs  with  which  fuch  a  tran fac¬ 
tion  would  he  neceffarily  connected,  are  left 
to  be  fupplied  by  the  heart : — the  ftory  is 
filent, — but  Nature  is  not  : — much  kind  ad¬ 
vice,  and  many  a  tender  expoitulation,  would 
fall  from  the  fathers  lips,  no  doubt,  upon  this 
occalion. 

He  would  diffuade  his  fon  from  the  folly  of 
fo  rafh  an  enterprize,  by  fhewing  him  the  dan¬ 
gers  of  the  journey,— the  inexperience  of  his 
age, — the  hazards  his  life,  his  fortune,  his  vir¬ 
tue,  would  run,  without  a  guide,  without  a 
friend  :  he  would  tell  him  of  the  many  fnares 
and  temptations  which  he  had  to  avoid  or  en¬ 
counter  at  every  ftep, — the  pleafures  which 
would  folicit  him  in  every  luxurious  court, — 


the  little  knowledge  he  could  gain, — except 
that  of  evil  :  he  would  fpeak  of  the  reduc¬ 
tions  of  women, — their  charms, — -their  poi- 
fons  what  haplefs  indulgences  he  might 
give  way  to  when  far  from  reftraint,  and  the 
check  of  giving  his  father  pain. 

The  diffuafive  would  but  inflame  his  defire. 
— He  gathers  all  together. 

O  o 


- 1  fee  the  picture  of  his  departure; — 

the  camels  and  aides  louden  with  his  fubttancc, 
detached  on  one  fide  of  the  piece,  and  already 
on  their  wray  : — the  prodigal  ion  itanding  on 
the  fore-ground,  with  a  forced  fedatenefs, 
iiruggling  again  It  the  fluttering  movement  of 
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joy,  upon  his  deliverance  from  reftraint 
the  elder  brother  holding  his  hand,  as  if  un¬ 
willing  to  let  it  go: — the  father, — fad  mo¬ 
ment  !  with  a  firm  look,  covering  a  prophetic 
fentiment,  4  that  all  would  not  go  well  with 
4  his  child/ — approaching  to  embrace  him 
and  bid  him  adieu. — Poor  inconfiderate 
youth!  From  whole  arms  art  thou  flying? 
From  what  a  flielter  art  thou  going  forth  into 
the  ftorm  ?  Art  thou  weary  of  a  lather's  affec¬ 
tion,— of  a  fathers  care  ?  or,  Hopeft  thou  to 
find  a  warmer  intereft,  a  truer  counfellor,  or  a 
kinder  friend  in  a  land  of  ltrangers,  where 
youth  is  made  a  prey,  and  fo  many  thoufands 
are  confederated  to  deceive  them,  and  live 
by  their  fpoils  ? 

We  will  feek  no  farther  than  this  idea  for 
the  extravagances  by  which  the  prodigal  fon 
added  one  unhappy  example  to  the  number  : 
his  fortune  waited, — the  followers  of  it  fled  in 
courfe,— the  wants  of  nature  remain, — the 
hand  of  God  gone  forth  againft  him ; — 44  for 
“  when  he  had  fpent  all,  a  mighty  famine 
44  arofe  in  that  country/’ — Heaven  !  have  pity 
upon  the  youth,  for  lie  is  in  hunger  and  dif- 
trefs  ; — Itrayed  out  of  the  reach  of  a  parent, 
who  counts  every  hour  of  his  ahfence  with 
anguilh  — cut  off  from  all  his  tender  offices 
by  his  folly, — and  from  relief  and  charity 
from  others,  by  the  calamity  of  the  times  ! 

Nothing  fo  powerfully  calls  home  the 
mind  as  diltrefs  !  the  tenfe  fibre  then  relaxes, 
---the  foul  retires  to  itfelf, — fits  penfive  and 
lufceptible  of  right  impreffions  :  if  we  have  a 
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friend,  'tis  then  we  think  of  him;  if  a  bene¬ 
factor,  at  that  moment  all  his  kindnefles  preft 
upon  our  mind. — Gracious  and  bountiful 
God  !  Is  it  not  for  this  that  they  who,  in  their 
profperity,  forget  thee,  do  yet  remember  and 
return  to  thee  in  the  hour  of  their  forrow  ? 
When  our  heart  is  in  heavinefs,  upon  whom 
can  we  think  but  thee,  who  knoweft  our  ne~ 
ceffities  afar  off, — putteft  all  our  tears  in  thy 
bottle, — feeft  every  careful  thought, — hear- 
eft  every  figh  and  melancholy  groan  we  utter  ! 

Strange  ! — that  we  fliould  only  begin  to 
think  of  God  with  comfort,  when  with  joy 
and  comfort  we  can  think  of  nothing  elfe  ! 

Man  furely  is  a  compound  of  riddles  and 
contradictions  :  by  the  law  of  his  nature  he 
avoids  pain,  and  yet,  64  unleft  he  fuffers  in  the 
46  flefh,  he  will  not  ceafe  from  fin,”  though  it 
is  lure  to  bring  pain  and  milery  upon  his  head 
for  ever. 

Whilft  all  went  pleafurable  on  with  the  pro¬ 
digal,  we  hear  not  one  word  concerning  his 
father  ; — no  pang  of  remorfe  for  the  fuffer- 
ings  in  which  he  had  left  him,  or  refolution 
of  returning,  to  make  up  the  account  of  his 
folly  : — his  firft  hour  of  diftrefs  fcenVd  to  be 
Ids  firft  hour  of  wifdom  P — 44  When  he  came 
46  to  himfelf,  he  laid,  How  many  hired  fer- 
44  vants  of  my  father  have  bread  enough  and 
44  to  fpare,  whilft  I  perifli  !” 

Of  all  the  terrors  of  nature,  that  of  one  day 
or  other  dying  bv  hunger,  is  the  greateft  ;  and 
it  is  wifely  wove  into  our  frame  to  awaken 
man  to  induftry,  and  call  forth  his  talents ; 
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and  though  we  leem  to  go  on  carelefsly  fport- 
ing  with  it  as  we  do  with  other  terrors, — yet 
he  that  fees  this  enemy  fairly,  and  in  his  moll 
frightful  fhape,  will  need  no  long  remon- 
ftrance  to  make  him  turn  out  of  the  way 
to  avoid  him. 

It  was  the  cafe  of  the  prodigal ;= — he  arofe 
to  go  to  his  father. 

- Alas !  IIow  fhould  he  tell  his  ftory  ? — 

Ye  who  have  trod  this  round,  tell  me  in  what 
Words  he  lhall  give  in  to  his  lather  the  fad 
items  of  his  extravagance. 

- The  feafts  and  banquets  which  he  gave 

to  whole  cities  in  the  eaft, — the  colts  of  Aliatic 
rarities,— and  of  Aliatic  cooks  to  drefs  them; 
— the  expences  of  finging  men  and  finging 
women, — the  flute,  the  harp,  the  fackbut, 
and  of  all  kinds  of  mufic ; — the  drefs  of  the 
Perlian  courts,  how  magnificent !  their  Haves 
how  numerous  ! — their  chariots,  their  horfes, 
their  palaces,  their  furniture,  what  immenfe 
fums  they  had  devoured ! — what  expectations 
from  ftrangers  of  condition !  what  exactions ! 

IIow  lhall  the  youth  make  his  father  com¬ 
prehend  that  he  was  cheated  at  Damafcus  by 
one  of  the  belt  men  in  the  world; — that  he 
had  lent  a  part  of  his  fubftance  to  a  friend  at 
Nineveh,  who  had  fled  oft'  with  it  to  the 
Ganges ; — that  a  whore  of  Babylon  had  fwal- 
lowed  his  belt  pearl,  and  anointed  the  whole 
city  with  his  balm  of  Gilead; — that  lie  had 
been  fold  by  a  man  of  honour  for  twenty 
ihekels  of  filver  to  a  worker  in  graven  images  ; 

* — that  the  images  he  had  purchafed  had 
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profited  him  nothing; — that  they  could  not 
be  tranfported  acrofs  the  wilderncfs,  and  had 
been  burnt  with  fire  at  Shufan; — that  the 
*  apes  and  peacocks,  which  he  had  fent  for 
from  Tarfts,  lay  dead  upon  his  hands;  and 
that  the  mummies  had  not  been  dead  long 
enough,  which  had  been  brought  him  out 
of  Egypt: — that  all  had  gone  wrong  lince  the 
day  he  forfook  his  fathers  houfe? 

- Leave  the  ftory ; — it  will  be  told  more 

con  Rifely. — “When  he  was  yet  afar  off,  his 
“father  faw  him;” — Companion  told  it  in 
three  words, — “  he  fell  upon  his  neck,  and 
“  killed  him.” 

Great  is  the  power  of  eloquence;  but 
never  is  it  fo  great  as  when  it  pleads  along 
with  Nature,  and  the  culprit  is  a  child  ft  rayed 
from  his  duty,  and  returned  to  it  again  with 
tears.  Cafuifts  may  fettle  the  point  as  they 
will;  but  what  could  a  parent  fee  more  in 
the  account  than  the  natural  one,  of  an  in¬ 
genuous  heart  too  open  for  the  world, — < 
fmitten  with  Arcing  fenfations  of  pleafures, 
and  fuffered  to  tally  forth  unarm'd  into  the 
midft  of  enemies  ftrona;er  than  himfelf? 

Generofity  for  rows  as  much  for  the  over¬ 
matched,  as  Pity  hcrfelf  does. 

The  idea  of  a  foil  fo  ruin’d,  would  double 
the  father’s  careffes:  every  effufion  ofhisten- 
dernefs  would  add  bitternefs  to  his  foil's  re- 
morfe,— 6  Gracious  Heaven  !  what  a  father 
6  have  I  rendered  miferable!' 


*  Vide  z  Chron.  ix.  21. 
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“  And  he  faid,  I  have  finned  againft  Hea- 
“  veil,  and  in  thy  fight,  and  am  no  more 
66  worthy  to  be  called  thy  foil.” 

66  But  the  father  laid,  Bring  forth  the  bell 
“  robe/' 

O  ye  affections !  how  fondly  do  you  play  at 
crofs  purpofes  with  each  other! — Tis  the  na¬ 
tural  dialogue  of  true  tranfport:  joy  is  not 
methodical;  and  where  an  offender,  beloved, 
overcharges  itielf  in  the  offence, — words  are 
too  cold;  and  a  conciliated  heart  replies  by 
tokens  of  elteem. 

“  And  he  faid  unto  his  fervants,  Bring  forth 
“  the  belt  robe,  and  put  it  011  him:  and  put 
“  a  ring  on  his  hand,  and  Ihoes  on  his  feet, 
“  and  bring  hither  the  fatted  calf,  and  let  us 
“  cat  and  drink,  and  be  merry/' 

When  the  affections  fo  kindly  break  loofe, 
Joy  is  another  name  for  Religion. 

We  look  up  as  we  tafte  it:  the  cold  Stoic 
without,  when  he  hears  the  dancing  and  the 
mufic,  may  afk  fullenly  (with  the  elder  bro¬ 
ther)  What  it  means?  and  refufe  to  enter: 
but  the  humane  and  compaflionate  all  fly 
impetuoufly  to  the  banquet,  given  for  “  a  font 
“  who  was  dead,  and  is  alive  again; — who 
“  was  loft,  and  is  found."  Gentle  fpirits, 
light  up  the  pavilion  with  a  facred  fire;  and 
parental  love  and  filial  piety,  lead  in  the 
mafk  with  riot  and  wild  feftivity! — W  as  it 
not  for  this  that  God  gave  man  mufic  to 
ltrike  upon  the  kindly  pafilons  ;  that  Nature 
taught  the  feet  to  dance  to  its  movements, 
and,  as  chief  govcrnefs  of  the  feaft,  poured 
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forth  wine  into  the  goblet  to  crown  it  with 
gladtiefs  ? 

The  intention  of  this  parable  is  fo  clear 
from  the  occafion  of  it,  that  it  will  not  be 
neceffary  to  perplex  it  with  any  tedious 
explanation:  it  was  deligned  by  way  of  in¬ 
direct  remonftrance  to  the  Scribes  and 
Pharifees,  who  animadverted  upon  our  Sa¬ 
viour’s  conduCt,  for  entering  fo  freely  into 
conferences  with  fmners,  in  order  to  reclaim 
them.  To  that  end,  he  propofes  the  parable 
of  the  Ihepherd,  who  left  his  ninety-and-nine 
fheep  that  were  fafe  in  the  fold,  to  go  and 
feek  for  one  fheep  that  was  gone  aftray, — 
telling  them,  in  other  places,  that  they  who 
were  whole  wanted  not  a  phyfician, — but 
they  that  were  fick  :  and  here,  to  carry  on 
the  fame  leffon,  and  to  prove  how  acceptable 
fuch  a  recovery  w  as  to  God,  he  relates  this 
account  of  the  prodigal  ton  and  his  w  elcome 
reception. 

I  know  not  whether  it  would  be  a  fubjeCt 
of  much  edification  to  convince  you  here, 
that  our  Saviour,  by  the  prodigal  fon,  par¬ 
ticularly  pointed  at  thofe  who  are  jinners  of 
the  Gentiles ,  and  wore  recovered  bv  divine 
grace  to  repentance; — and  that,  by  the  elder 
brother,  he  intended  as  manifeftly  the  more 
froward  of  the  Jews,  who  envied  their  con- 
veriion,  and  thought  it  a  kind  of  wrong  to 
their  primogeniture,  in  being  made  fellow- 
heirs  with  them  of  the  promifes  of  God. 

Thefe  ufes  have  been  fo  ably  fet  forth,  in 
fo  many  good  fermons  upon  the  Prodigal 

u  a 

Son, 


SERMON  XX. 


265 


Son,  that  I  fhall  turn  afide  from  them  at 
prelent,  and  content  niyfelf  with  fome  re¬ 
flections  upon  that  fatal  pallion  which  led 
him, — and  lb  many  thoufands  after  the  ex¬ 
ample,  “  to  gather  all  he  had  together,  and 
“  take  his  journey  into  a  far  country.” 

The  love  of  variety,  or  curiolity  of  feeing 
new  things,  which  is  the  fame,  or  at  leali  a 
lifter  pallion  to  it, — leems  wove  into  the 
frame  of  every  Ion  and  daughter  of  Adam; 
we  ulually  lpeak  of  it  as  one  of  Nature’s 
levities,  though  planted  within  us  for  the 
folid  purpofes  of  carrying  forward  the  mind 
to  frefh  inquiry  and  knowledge.  Strip  us 
of  it,  the  mind  (I  fear)  would  doze  for  ever 
over  the  prefent  page,  and  we  lliould  all 
of  us  reft  at  eafe  with  fuch  objects  as  pre- 
fented  themfelves  in  the  parilh  or  province 
where  we  firll  drew  breath. 

It  is  to  this  fpur,  which  is  ever  in  our 
tides,  that  we  owe  the  impatience  of  this 
delire  for  travelling :  the  pallion  is  no  wray 
bad,— but,  as  others  are, — in  its  mifmanage- 
ment  or  excels order  it  rightly,  the  ad¬ 
vantages  are  worth  the  purfuit ; — the  chief  of 
which  are, — to  learn  the  languages,  the  laws 
and  cultoms,  and  underftand  the  government 
and  interelt  of  other  nations  to  acquire  an 
urbanity  and  confidence  of  behaviour,  and 
lit  the  mind  more  eafily  for  converfation  and 
difcourfe to  take  us  out  of  the  company* 
of  our  aunts  and  grandmothers,  and  from 
the  track  of  nurlery  miltakes ;  and  by  lb  ow¬ 
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mg  us  new  objedts,  or  old  ones  in  new  lights, 
to  reform  our  judgments: — by  tatting  per¬ 
petually  the  varieties  of  Nature,  to  know 
what  is  good; — by  obferving  the  addrels  and 
arts  of  man,  to  conceive  what  is  Jincere ; — 
and,  by  feeing  the  difference  of  fo  many 
various  humours  and  manners, — to  look  into 
ourfelves,  and  form  our  own. 

This  is  fome  part  of  the  cargo  we  might 
return  vttth  ;  but  the  impulfe  of  feeing  new1' 
lights,  augmented  with  that  of  getting  clear 
from  all  lettons  both  of  wifdom  and  reproof 
at  home, — carries  our  youth  too  early  out,  to 
turn  this  venture  to  much  account;  on  the 
contrary,  if  the  fcene  painted  of  the  prodigal 
in  his  travels,  looks  more  like  a  copy  than  an 
original, — wall  it  not  be  well  if  Inch  an  adven- 

o  \ 

turer,  with  fo  unpromifmg  a  letting  out, — 
without  carte , — without  com  pals, — be  not 
cafi  away  for  ever :  —and  may  lie  not  be  laid 
to  efcape  well, — if  he  return  to  his  country 
only  as  naked  as  he  firft  left  it? 

But  you  will  fend  an  able  pilot  with  your 
fon  : — a  fcholar. 

If  wifdom  can  fpeak  in  no  other  language 
but  Greek  or  Latin, — you  do  well  : — -or,  if 
mathematics  will  make  a  man  a  gentleman, — 
or  natural  philofophy  but  teach  him  to  make 
a  bow, — he  may  be  of  fome  fervice  in  intro¬ 
ducing  your  fon  into  good  focieties,  and  fup- 
porting  him  in  them  when  he  has  done  ; — but 
the  upttiot  will  be  generally  this,  that,  in  the 
moft  preffing  occalions  of  addrels, — if  he  is  a 
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mere  man  of  reading,  the  unhappy  youth  will 
have  the  tutor  to  carry, — and  not  the  tutor 
to  carry  him. 

But  you  will  avoid  this  extreme;  he  11 1  a  1 1 
be  efcorted  by  one  who  knows  the  world,  not 
merely  from  books, — but  from  his  own  expe¬ 
rience  ; — a  man  who  has  been  employed  on 
Inch  fervices,  and  thrice  made  the  tour  of  Eu¬ 
rope  with  fuccefs ; — 

- That  is,  without  breaking  his  own  or 

his  pupil  s  neck  ; — for  if  he  is  Inch  as  my  eyes 
have  teen !  fome  broken  Swift  valet  de  chambrc , 
—  fome  general  undertaker,  who  will  perform 
the  journey  in  fo  many  months,  if  God  per¬ 
mit, , — much  knowledge  will  not  accrue; — 
tome  profit  at  lealt  ; — he  will  learn  the 
amount,  to  a  halfpenny,  of  every  ftage  from 
Calais  to  Rome  g — he  will  be  carried  to  the 
beft  inns,— intfru (Ted  where  there  is  the  bell 
wine,  and  tup  a  livre  cheaper  than  if  the 
youth  had  been  left  to  make  the  tour  and  the 

bargain  him  lei  f. - Look  at  our  governor,  I 

befeech  you! — fee,  he  is  an  inch  taller  as  he 
relates  the  advantages  ! 

o 

- And  here  endeth  his  pride,  his  know¬ 
ledge,  and  his  ufe. 

But,  when  your  ton  gets  abroad,  he  will  be 
taken  out  of  his  hand,  by  his  fociety  with  men 
of  rank  and  letters,  with  whom  he  will  pafs 
the  greatell  part  of  his  time. 

Let  me  obferve,  in  the  firft  place, — that 
company  which  is  really  good  is  very  rare,  and 
very  fhy ;  but  you  have  furmounted  this  dif¬ 
ficulty,  and  procured  him  the  beft  letters  of 

recom- 
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recommendation  to  the  moft  eminent  and 
refpectable  in  every  capital. 

And  I  anfwer,  that  he  will  obtain  all  by 
them  which  courteiy  ItriCily  hands  obliged  to 
pay  on  Inch  occalions,  but  no  more. 

There  is  nothing  in  which  we  are  fo  much 
deceived  as  in  the  advantages  propofed  from 
our  connexions  and  difeourfe  with  the  literatiy 
&c.  in  foreign  parts;  efpecially  if  the  experi¬ 
ment  is  made  before  we  are  matured  by  years 
or  ftudy. 

Converfation  is  a  traffic;  and  if  you  enter 
into  it  without  fome  flock  of  knowledge  to 
balance  the  account  perpetually  betwixt  you, 
— the  trade  drops  at  once: — and  this  is  the 
reafon, — however  it  may  be  boaited  to  the 
contrary,  why  travellers  have  fo  little  (efpe¬ 
cially  good)  converfation  with  natives, — owing 
to  their  fufpicion, — or,  perhaps,  conviction, 
that  there  is  nothing  to  be  extracted  from  the 
converfation  of  young  itinerants  worth  the 
trouble  of  their  bad  language, — or  the  inter¬ 
ruption  of  their  vilits. 

The  pain  on  tliefe  occafions  is  ufually  reci¬ 
procal;  the  confequence  of  which  is,  that  the 
difappointed  youth  feeks  an  eafier  fociety ; 
and  as  bad  company  is  always  ready,  and  ever 
lying  in  wait, — -the  career  is  foon  finifhed; 
and  the  poor  prodigal  returns  the  fame  object 
of  pity  with  the  prodigal  in  the  GofpeL 
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And  when  thy  fon  afketh  thee  in  time  to  come,  faying,  What 
mean  the  teftimonies,  and  the  ilatutes,  and  the  judgments,  which 
the  Lord  our  God  hath  commanded  you  ?  then  thou  (halt  fay 
unto  thy  fon,  We  were  Pharaoh’s  bondfmen  in  Egypt,  and  the 
Lord  brought  us  out  of  Egypt  with  a  mighty  hand. 


These  are  the  words  which  Mofes  left  as 
a  Handing  anfwer  for  the  children  of  Ifrael 
to  give  their  pofterity,  who  in  time  to  come 
might  become  ignorant,  or  unmindful  of  the 
many  and  great  mercies  which  God  had 
vouchfafed  to  their  forefathers:  all  which 
had  terminated  in  that  one  of  their  deliver¬ 
ance  out  of  bondage. 

Though  they  were  directed  to  fpeak  in  this 
manner,  each  man  to  his  fon,  yet  one  cannot 
fuppofe  that  the  direction  fhould  be  neceffary 
for  the  next  generation,— Tor  the  children  of 
thofe  who  had  been  eye-witneffes  of  Gods 
providence:  it  does  not  feem  likely  that  any 
of  them  fhould  arrive  to  that  a°;e  of  reafoninir 

o  o 

which  would  put  them  upon  afking  the  flip- 
pofed  queftion,  and  not  be  long  beforehand 
inttru<Hed  in  the  anfwer.  Every  parent  would 
tell  his  child  the  hard fhips  of  his  captivity, 

\ 

*  On  the  Inauguration  of  his  prefent  Majeftv, 

<  and 
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and  the  amazing  particulars  of  his  deliver¬ 
ance  :  the  Itory  was  fo  uncommon-, — fo  full  of 
wonder, — and  withal,  the  recital  of  it  would 
ever  be  a  matter  of  fuch  trail  (port,  it  could 
not  poilibly  be  kept  a  fecret : — the  piety  and 
gratitude  of  one  generation  would  anticipate 
the  curiofity  of  another ;  their  fons  would 
learn  the  itory  with  their  language. 

This  probably  might  be  the  cafe  with  the 
firft  or  iecond  race  of  people  ;  but  in  procefs 
of  time,  things  might  take  a  different  turn  : 
a  long  and  dilturbed  poffeffion  of  their  liber¬ 
ties  might  blunt  the  fenfe  of  thofe  providences 
of  God  which  had  procured  them,  and  fet  the 
remembrance  of  all  his  mercies  at  too  great  a 
diftance  from  their  hearts.  After  they  had  for 
fome  years  been  eafed  of  every  real  burden,  an 
exeefs  of  freedom  might  make  them  reftlefs 
under  every  imaginary  one,  and,  am  on  git 
others,  that  of  their  religion  ;  from  whence 
they  might  feek  occalion  to  enquire  into  the 
foundation  and  fitnefs  of  its  ceremonies,  its 
ltatutes,  and  its  judgments. 

They,  might  alk,  What  meant  fo  many  com¬ 
mands,  in  matters  which  to  them  appeared  in¬ 
different  in  their  own  natures?  What  policy 
in  ordaining  them  ?  and,  What  obligation 
could  there  lye  upon  reafonable  creatures,  to 
comply  with  a  multitude  of  fuch  unaccount¬ 
able  injunctions,  fo  unworthy  the  wifdom  of 
God  ? 

Hereafter,  poffibly,  they  might  go  further 
lengths  ;  and  though  their  natural  bent  was 
generally  towards  fuperttition,  yet  fome  ad¬ 
venturers. 
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venturers,  as  is  ever  the  cafe,  might  fleer  for 
the  oppofite  coaft,  and  as  they  advanced, 
might  difcover  that  all  religions,  of  what  de- 
nominations  or  complexions  loever,  were 
alike  : — that  the  religion  of  their  own  coun¬ 
try,  in  particular,  was  a  contrivance  of  the 
priefis  and  Levites, — a  phantom  drelTed  out 
in  a  terrifying  garb  of  their  own  making,  to 
keep  weak  minds  in  fear  — that  its  rites  and 
ceremonies,  and  numberlefs  injunctions,  were 
fo  many  different  wheels  in  tlie  fame  political 
engine,  put  in,  no  doubt,  to  am ufe  the  igno¬ 
rant,  and  keep  them  in  fucli  a  ftate  of  dark- 
nefs  as  clerical  juggling  requires. 

That  as  for  the  moral  part  of  it,  though  it 
waf  unexceptionable  in  itfelf, — yet  it  was  a 
piece  of  intelligence  they  did  not  ftand  in 
want  of;  men  had  natural  reafon  always  to 
have  found  it  out, — and  wifdom  to  have 
praf tiled  it,  without  Moles’s  alfiltance. 

Nay,  poflibly,  in  procefs  of  time,  they 
might  arrive  at  greater  improvements  in  reli¬ 
gious  controveriy  : — when  they  had  given 
their  fyltem  of  infidelity  all  thie  ftrength  it 

*  w  o 

could  admit  of  from  reafon,  they  might  begin 

7  O  O 

to  embellifh  it  with  fome  more  fprightly  con¬ 
ceits  and  turns  of  ridicule. 

Some  wanton  Ifraelite,  when  he  had  eaten 
and  was  full,  might  give  (fee  fcope  and  indul¬ 
gence  to  this  talent.  As  arguments  and 
fober  reafoning  fail'd,  he  might  turn  the  edge 
of  his  wit  againft  types  and  fymbols,  and 
treat  all  the  myfteries  of  his  religion,  and 
every  thing  that  could  be  laid  on  fo  ferious  a 
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fubjedt,  with  raillery  and  mirth :  he  might 
give  vent  to  a  world  of  pleafantry  upon  many 
facred  paftagcs  of  his  law  :  he  might  banter 
the  golden  calf,  or  the  brazen  ferpent,  with 
great  courage, — and  confound  himfelf  in  the 
diftindtions  of  clean  and  unclean  beafts,  by 
the  defperate  tallies  of  his  wit  again!!  them. 

He  could  but  poffibly  take  one  ftep  farther; 
when  the  land  which  flowed  with  milk  and 
honey,  haul  quite  worn  out  the  impreffions  of 
his  yoke,  and  bleffings  began  to  multiply  up¬ 
on  his  hands,  he  might  draw  this  curious  con- 
elution  : — That  there  was  no  Being  who  was 
the  author  and  beftower  of  them, — but  that 
it  was  their  own  arm,  and  the  mightinefs  of 
Ifraelitifli  ftrength,  which  had  put  them,  and 
kept  them,  in  poffeffion  of  fo  much  happi- 
nefs. — 


O  Mofes, — IIow  would  thy  meek  and  pa¬ 
tient  fpirit  have  been  put  to  the  torture  by 
fuch  a  return  !  If  a  propenftty  towards  fu- 
perftition  in  the  Ifraelites  did  once  betray  thee 
into  fuch  an  excefs  of  anger,  that  thou  threw- 
eft  the  two  tables  out  of  thy  hands,  which 
God  had  wrote,  and  carelefsly  hazardedft 
the  whole  treafure  of  the  world,  —  with 
what  indignation  and  honeft  anguifh  wouldft 
thou  have  heard  the  fcoffings  of  thole  who 
denied  the  hand  which  brought  them  forth, 
and  faid, — Who  is  God,  that  we  fliould 
obey  his  voice  ?—  with  what  force  and  viva¬ 
city  wouldft  thou  have  reproached  them  with 
the  hiftory  of  their  own  nation  ! — that  if  too 
free  an  enjoyment,  of  God's  bleffings  had 

mad 
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iliade  them  forget  to  look  backwards, — it  was 
neceliary  to  remind  them,  that  their  fore-fa¬ 
thers  were  Pharoah’s  bondfmen  in  Egypt, 
without  profpect  of  deliverance :  that  the 
chains  of  their  captivity  had  been  fixed  and 
rivetted  by  a  fucceffion  of  four  hundred  and 
thirty  years,  without  the  interruption  of  one 
ltruggle  for  their  liberty  :  that  after  the  expi¬ 
ration  of  that  hopclefs  period,  when  no  natu¬ 
ral  means  favoured  the  event,  they  were 
fnatched,  almoft  again  ft  their  own  wills,  out 
of  the  hands  of  their  oppreffbrs,  and  led 
through  an  ocean  of  dangers,  to  the  poifeflion 
of  a  land  of  plenty  :  that  this  change  in  their 
affairs,  was  not  the  produce  of  chance  or 
fortune, — nor  was  it  projected  or  executed  by 
any  atchievement  or  plan  of  human  device, 
which  might  foon  again  be  defeated  by  fu- 
perior  ftrength  or  policy  from  without,  or 
from  force  of  accidents  from  within  ;  from 
change  of  circumflances,  humours,  and  paf- 
fions  of  men,  all  which  generally  had  a  fwav 
in  the  rife  and  fall  of  kingdoms, — -but  that 


all  was  brought  about  by  t he  power  and  good- 
nefs  of  God,  who  law  and  pitied  the  afflic¬ 
tions  of  a  di  ft  refled  people,  and  by  a  chain 
of  great  and  mighty  deliverances,  fet  them 
free  from  the  yoke  of  opprefiioh. 

That  fince  that  miraculous  efcape,  a  feries 
ofluccefles  not  to  be  accounted  for  by  fe- 
cond  caules  and  tlie  natural  courfe  of  (events, 
had  demonftrated  not  only  Gods  providence 
in  general,  but  his  particular  providence  and 


attachment  to  them  ; — that  nations  'greater 
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and  mightier  than  they,  were  driven  out  be¬ 
fore  them,  and  their  lands  given  to  them  for 
an  everlafting  poffeilion. — • 

This  was  wduffr  they  lliould  teach  their  chil¬ 
dren,  and  their  children's  children  after  them. 
— Happy  generations,  for  whom  fo  joyful  a 
leffon  was  prepared  !  happy  indeed  !  had  ye 
-at  all  times  known  to  have  made  the  ufe  of  it 
which  Mofes  continually  exhorted, —  “  of 
c<  drawing  nigh  unto  God  with  all  your  hearts, 
“  who  had  been  fo  nigh  unto  you." 

And  here  let  us  drop  the  argument  as  it 
refpedJs  the  Jews,  and  for  a  moment  turn  it 
towards  onrfelves  :  the  prefect  occalion,  and 
the  recollehtion  which  is  natural  upon  it,  of 
the  many  other  parts  of  this  complicated 
bluffing  vouehfafed  to  us,  fince  we  became 
a  nation,  making  it  hard  to  defift  from  fuch 
an  application. 

I  begin  with  the  fait  in  order  of  time,  as 
well  as  the  greateit  of  national  deliverances, — 
our  deliverance  from  darknefs  and  idolatry, 
by  the  conveyance  of  the  light  which  Chrif- 
tianity  brought  with  it  into  Britain,  fo  early 
as  in  the  life-time  of  the  apoftles  themfelves, 
or  at  furtheft,  not  many  years  after  their 
death. 

Though  this  might  feem  a  bleffing  con¬ 
veved  and  offered  to  us  in  common  with  other 

%s 

parts  of  the  world,  yet  when  you  reflect  upon 
this  as  a  remote  corner  of  the  earth  in  refpeht 
of  Judea, — its  fituatiori  and  inacceffiblenefs 
as  an  itland, — the  little  that  was  then  known 
of  navigation, — or  carried  on  of  commerce, — * 
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the  large  tradt  of  land  which  to  tliis  day  re¬ 
mains  unhallowed  with  the  name  of  Chrilt, 
and  almoft  in  the  neighbourhood  of  where 

O 

the  firft  glad  tidings  of  him  were  founded, — • 

O  O  v  ^ 

one  cannot  but  adore  the  goodnels  of  God, 
and  remark  a  more  particular  providence  in 
its  conveyance  and  eftablifhment  here,  than 

v/  y 

atnongft  other  nations  upon  the  continent, — • 
where,  though  the  apportions  from  error  and 
prejudice  were  equal,  it  had  not  thefe  natural 
impediments  to  encounter, 

Iliftorians  and  ltatefmen,  who  generally 
fearch  everywhere  for  the  caufes  of  events 
but  in  the  pleafure  of  Him  who  difpofes  of 
them,  may  make  different  reflections  upon 
this.  They  may  coniider  it  as  a  matter  in¬ 
cidental,  brought  to  pals  by  the  fortuitous 
ambition,  luccefs,  and  fettlement  of  the  Ro¬ 
mans  here  ;  it  appearing  that  in  Claudius’s 
reign,  when  Chriltianity  began  to  get  footing 
in  Rome,  near  eighty  thou  land  of  that  city 
and  people  were  fixed  in  this  iiland  :  as  this 


made  a  free  communication  betwixt  the  two 
places,  the  way  for  the  Gofpcl  was  in  courfe 
open,  and  its  trail tition  from  the  one  to  the 
other,  natural  and  ealy  to  be  accounted  for, — 
and  yet,  nevertherlefs,  providential.  God 
often  fullers  us  to  purfue  the  devices  of  our 
hearts,  whilft  he  turns  the  courfe  of  them, 
like  the  rivers  of  waters,  to  bountiful  pur- 
poles.  Thus,  he  might  make  that  purluit  of 
glory  inherent  in  the  Romans,  the  engine  to 
advance  his  own,  and  effablilh  it  here  :  he 
might  make  the  wickednels  of  the  earth  to 
\vork  his  own  rigmeouihds,  by  fu tiering  them 
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to  wander  a  while  beyond  their  proper  bounds* 
till  hispurpofes  were  fulfilled,  and  “  then  put 
66  his  hook  into  their  noitrilsf’  and  lead  thofe 
wild  beads  of  prey  back  again  into  their  own 
land. 


Next  to  this  bleffing  of  the  light  of  the 
Gofpel,  we  mult  not  forget  that  by  which  it 
was  preserved  from  the  danger  of  being  totally 
fmothered  and  extinguished,  by  that  vait 
fwarm  of  barbarous  nations  which  came  down 
upon  us  from  the  north,  and  fliook  the  whole 
world  like  a  tempelt;  changing  names  and 
cuftoms,  and  language  and  government,  and 
almolt  the  very  face  of  nature,  wherever  they 
fixed.  That  our  religion  fhould  be  preferved 
at  all,  when  every  thing  elfe  feemed  to  peri ih 
which  was  capable  of  change; — or,  that  it 
fhould  not  be  hurt  under  that  mighty  weight 
of  ruins,  beyond  the  recovery  of  its  former 
beauty  and  lirength,  —  the  whole  can  be 
afcribed  to  no  caule  fo  likely  as  this,  That  the 
fame  power  of  God  which  fent  it  forth,  was 
prefent  to  fupport  it,  —  when  the  whole 
frame  of  other  things  gave  way. 

Next  in  degree  to  this  mercy  of  preferving 
Chriltianity  from  an  utter  extinction, — -we 
mud  reckon  that  of  being  enabled  to  preferve 
and  free  it  from  corruptions,  which  the  rult 
of  time,— the  abides  of  men,  and  the  natural 
tendency  of  all  things  to  degeneracy  which 
are  trulted  to  them,  had  from  time  to  time 
introduced  into  it.  .  •’ 


Since  the  day  in  which  this  reformation  was 
begun,  by  how  manydtrange  and  critical  turns 
has  it  been  perfected  and  handed  down,  if  not 

1  *  k  “  entirely 


SERMON  XXL 


277 


6C  entirely  without  fpot  or  wrinkle,” — at  leaft, 
without  great  blotches  or  marks  of  anility  ! — - 

Even  the  blow  which  was  buffered  to  fall 
upon  it  fhortly  after,  in  that  period  where  our 
hiltory  looks  lb  unlike  herfelf  (ftairfd,  Mary, 
by  thee,  and  disfigured  by  blood) — can  one 
reflect  upon  it,  without  adoring  the  providence 
of  God,  which  lo  lpeedily  lhatched  the  fword 
of  perfecution  out  of  her  hand, — making  her 
refen  as  fhort  as  it  was  mercilefs  ! 

O 


If  God  then  made  us,  as  he  did  the  Ifra el¬ 
ites,  fuck  honey  out  of  the  rock,  and  oil 
out  of  the  flinty  rock, — how  much  more  flg- 
nal  was  his  mercy  in  giving  them  to  us  with¬ 
out  money,  without  price,  in  thofe  good  days 
which  followed,  when  a  long  and  a  wile  reign 
was  as  neceflhry  to  build  up  our  church,  as  a 
fhort  one  was  before,  to  fave  it  from  ruins  ! — 

- The  bleffing  was  neceflhry, — and  it 

%vas  granted  : — 


God  having  multiplied  the  years  of  that 
renowned  princefs  to  an  uncommon  number, 
giving  her  time,  as  well  as  a  heart,  to  fix  a 
wavering  perfecuted  people,  and  fettle  them 
upon  Inch  a  foundation  as  mult  make  them 
happy; — the  touchftone  by  which  they  are 
to  be  tried  whom  God  has  intruded  with  the 
care  of  kingdoms, 

Bieffed  be  thy  glorious  name  for  ever  and 
ever,  in  making  that  tell  fo  much  eafier  for 


the  Britilh,  than  other  princes  of  this  earth; 
whole  fubjefits,  whatever  other  changes  they 
have  felt,  have  feldom  happened  upon  that  of 
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changing  their  mifery  ;  and,  it  is  to  be  feared, 
are  never  likely,  lb  long  as  they  are  kept  fo 
ftrongly  bound  in  chains  of  darknefs, — and 
chains  of  power. 

From  both  thefe  kinds  of  evils,  which  are 
almoft  naturally  connected  together,  Iiow 
providential  was  our  efcape  in  the  fucceeding 
reign,  when  all  the  choice  blood  was  befpoke, 
and  preparations  made,  to  offer  it  up  at  one 
facrifice  ! 

I  would  not  intermix  the  horrors  of  that 
black  projected  feltival  with  the  glories  of 
this  ;  or  name  the  forrows  of  the  next  reign, 
which  ended  in  the  fubverlion  of  our  eonlii- 
tution,  was  it  not  necelfary  to  puriue  the 
thread  of  our  deliverances  through  thole  times, 
and  remark  how  nigh  God's  providence  was 
to  us  in  them  both, — by  protecting  us  from 
the  one,  in  as  lignal  a  manner  as  he  reftored 
us  from  the  other. 

Indeed,  the  latter  of  them  might  have  been 
a  joyl els  matter  of  remembrance  to  us  at  this 
day,  had  it  not  been  confirmed  a  blelling  by  a 
fucceeding  efcape,  which  fealed  and  conveyed 
it  fafe  down  to  us  :  whether  it  wars  to  correct 
an  undue  fenfe  of  former  bleffings, — or  to 
teach  us  to  reflect  upon  the  number  and  va¬ 
lue  of  them,  by  threatening  us  with  the  de¬ 
privation  of  them, — we  were  differed,  how¬ 
ever,  to  approach  the  edge  of  a  precipice, 
where,  if  God  had  not  railed  up  a  deliverer 
to  lead  us  back,  —  all  had  been  loft : — 
the  arts  of  Jeluitry  had  decoyed  us  forwards ; 
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or,  if  that  had  failed,  we  had  been  pufh'd 
down  by  open  force, — and  our  deftrubtion 
had  been  inevitable. 

The  good  confequences  of  that  deliverance 
are  luch,  that  it  feemed  as  if  God  had  fuff  bred 
our  waters,  like  thofe  of  Bethefda,  to  be  trou¬ 
bled,  to  make  them  afterwards  more  healing 
to  us;  fince  to  the  account  of  that  day's  Well¬ 
ing,  we  charge  the  enjoyment  of  every  thing 
fince  worth  a  freeman's  living  for; — the  revi- 
val  of  our  liberty,  our  religion,  the  juft  rights 
of  our  kings,— and  the  juft  rights  of  our  peo¬ 
ple  ;  and  along  with  all,  that  happy  provifion 
for  their  continuance,  for  which  we  are  re¬ 
turning  thanks  to  God  this  day. 

Let  us  do  it,  I  befeech  you,  in  the  way 
which  becomes  wife  men,  by  purfuing  the 
intentions  of  his  blefting;s,  and  making  a  bet- 
ter  ufe  of  them  than  our  forefathers,  who 
fometimes  (bein' d  to  grow  weary  of  their  own 
happinefs  : — let  us  rather  thank  God  for  the 
good  land  which  he  has  given  us ;  and  when 
we  begin  to  profper  in  it,  and  have  built 
goodly  houfes,  and  dwelt  therein, — and  when 
our  filver  and  our  gold  is  multiplied,  and  all 
that  we  have  is  multiplied,  let  the  inftances  of 
our  virtue  and  benevolence  be  multiplied  with 
them,  that  the  great  and  mighty  God,  who  is 
righteous  in  all  his  ways,  and  holy  in  all  his 
works,  may,  in  the  lalt  day  of  accounting  with 
us,  judge  us  worthy  of  the  mercies  we  have 
received. 

In  vain  are  days  fet  apart  to  celebrate  fuc- 
cefsful  occurrences,  unlefs  they  influence  a 
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nation’s  morals  : — a  Sinful  people  can  never 
be  grateful  to  God, — nor  can  they,  properly 
fpeaking,  be  loyal  to  their  prince; — they  can¬ 
not  be  grateful  to  the  one,  becaufe  they  live 
not  under  a  fenfe  of  his  mercies; — nor  can 
they  be  loyal  to  the  other,  becaufe  they  dis¬ 
engage  the  providence  of  God  from  taking  his 
part, — and  then  giving  a  heart  to  his  adver¬ 
saries  to  be  intractable. — 

And  therefore,  what  was  faid  by  fome  one. 
That  every  fin  was  a  treafon  againft  the  foul, 
may  be  applied  here, — That  every  wicked 
man  is  a  traitor  to  his  king  and  country. 
And,  whatever  ftatefmen  may  write  of  the 
caufes  of  the  rife  and  fall  of  nations; — for  the 
contrary  reafons,  a  good  man  will  ever  be 
found  to  be  the  belt  patriot  and  the  belt 
fubjedt:  and  though  an  individual  may  lay, 
What  can  my  righteoufnefs  profit  a  nation  of 
men?  it  may  be  anfwered,  That  if  it  Should 
fail  of  a  bleffing  here, — it  will  have  one  ad¬ 
vantage  at  lealt,  which  is  this, — 

It  will  fave  thy  own  foul ! — which  may 
God  grant.  Amen, 


SERMON  XXII. 


THE  HISTORY  OF  JACOB  CONSIDERED. 


GENESIS  XLVI.  9. 

And  Jacob  faid  unto  Pharaoh,  the  days  of  the  years  of  my  pil¬ 
grimage  are  an  hundred  and  thirty  years  :  few  and  evil  have  the 
days  of  the  years  of  my  life  been. — 

There  is  not  a  man  in  hiftory  whom  I 
pity  more  than  the  man  who  made  this  reply: 

- — not  becaufe  his  days  were  fhort, — but  that 
they  were  long  enough  to  have  crowded  into 
them  fo  much  evil  as  we  find. 

Of  all  the  patriarchs,  he  was  the  moft 
unhappy :  for,  'bating  the  feven  years  he 
ferved  Laban  for  Rachel,  44  which  feemed  to 
“  him  but  a  few  days,  for  the  love  he  had 
46  to  her," — ftrike  thofe  out  of  the  number, 
— all  his  other  days  were  forrow;  and  that 
not  from  his  faults,  but  from  the  ambition, 
the  violences,  and  evil  pallions  of  others. 
A  large  portion  of  what  man  is  born  to, 
comes,  you'll  fay,  from  the  fame  quarter: 
— 'tis  true;  but  Hill,  in  fome  mens  lives, 
there  feems  a  contexture  of  mifery: — one  evil 
fo  rifes  out  of  another,  and  the  whole  plan 
and  execution  of  the  piece  has  fo  very  melan¬ 
choly  an  air,  that  a  good-natured  man  lliall 
not  be  able  to  look  upon  it  but  with  tears  on 
his  cheeks, 

I  pity 
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I  pity  this  patriarch  ftill  the  more,  be- 
caufe,  from  his  firft  fetting  out  in  life,  he 
had  been  led  into  an  expectation  of  fucli 
different  fcenes:  he  was  told  by  Ifaac,  his 
father,  that  “  God  lhould  blefs  him  with  the 
dew  of  Heaven,  and  the  fatnefs  of  the 
“  earth,  and  with  plenty  of  corn  and  wine; 
— that  people  were  to  ferve  him,  and  na- 
tions  to  bow  down  to  him; — that  he  fhould 
be  lord  over  his  brethren; — that  blefled 
“  was  every  one  that  bleffed  him,  and  curfed 
u  was  every  one  who  curfed  him.” 

The  fimplicity  of  youth  takes  promifes  of 
happinefs  in  the  fulleft  latitude; — and  as 
thefe  were  moreover  confirmed  to  him  by 
the  God  of  his  fathers,  on  his  way  to  Pad  an- 
a  ran,— it  would  leave  no  diffmft  of  their  ac- 
complifhments  upon  his  mind ; — every  fair 
and  flattering  object  before  him,  which  wore 
the  face  of  joy,  he  would  regard  as  a  portion 
of  his  bleliing ; — -he  would  purfue  it ; — he 
would  grafp  a  ftiadow. 

This,  by  the  way,  makes  it  neceflary  to 
fuppofe,  that  the  bleffings  which  were  con¬ 
veyed,  had  a  view  to  bleffings  not  altogether 
fuch  as  a  carnal  mind  would  expedt ;  but 
that  they  were  in  a  great  meafure  fpiritual, 
and  fuch  as  the  prophetic  foul  of  Ifaac  had 
principally  before  him,  in  the  comprehenfive 
idea  of  their  future  and  happy  eftablifhment, 
when  they  were  no  longer  to  beltrangers  and 
pilgrims  upon  earth  :  for  in  faff,  in  the  ft  rich 
and  literal  fenfe  of  his  father's  grant, — Jacob 
enjoyed  it  not;  and  was  fo  far  from  being  a 
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happy  man,  that,  in  the  moft  interelting 
paflages  of  his  life,  he  met  with  nothing  but 
difappointments  and  grievous  afflictions. 

Let  11s  accompany  him  from  the  firlt  trea¬ 
cherous  hour  of  a  mother’s  ambition;  in  cou- 
lequence  of  which,  he  is  driven  forth  from 
his  country  and  the  protection  of  his  houfe, 
to  feek  protection  and  eitablilliment  in  the 
houfe  of  Laban  his  kinfman. 

In  what  manner  this  anfwered  his  expecta¬ 
tions,  we  find  from  his  own  pathetic  remon- 
Itrance  to  Laban,  when  he  had  purfued  him 
feven  days  journey,  and  overtook  him  011 
Mount  Gilead. — 1  lee  him  in  the  door  of  the 
tent,  with  the  calm  courage  which  Innocence 
gives  the  opprefled,  thus  remonftrating  to  his 
father- in-law  upon  the  cruelty  of  his  treat¬ 
ment  : — 

44  Thefe  twenty  years  that  I  have  been 
44  with  thee,- — thy  ewes  have  not  call  their 
44  young ;  and  the  rams  of  thy  flock  have  I 
44  not  eaten.  That  which  was  torn  of  beafts 
44  I  brought  not  unto  thee ;  I  bare  the  lots 
44  of  it; — what  was  Rolen  by  day,  or  ftolen 
44  by  night,  of  my  hands  didlt  thou  require 
44  it.  Thus  I  was:  in  the  day  the  drought 
44  confumed  me,  and  the  frolt  by  night ; 
44  and  my  fleep  departed  from  my  eyes. 
44  Thus  have  I  been  twenty  years  in  thy 
44  houfe: — I  ferved  thee  fourteen  years  for 
44  thy  two  daughters,  and  fix  years  for  thy 
54  cattle;  and  thou  halt  changed  my  wages 
44  ten  times." 
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Scarce  bad  he  recovered  from  thefe  evils, 
when  the  ill  conduit  and  vices  of  his  chil¬ 
dren  wound  his  foul  to  death. — Reuben 
proves  inceltuous Judah  adulterous; — his 
daughter  Dinah  is  difhonoured  ; — Simeon  and 
Levi  difhonour  themfelves  by  treachery; — 
two  of  his  grandchildren  are  ftricken  with 
hidden  death; — Rachel,  his  beloved  wife, 
perifhes,  and  in  circumftances  which  im- 
bitter’d  his  lofs; — his  foil  Jofeph,  a  1110ft 
promifmg  youth,  is  torn  from  him  by  the 
envy  of  his  brethren; — and,  to  dole  all, 
himfelf  driven  by  famine,  in  his  old  age, 
to  die  amongft  the  Egyptians ; — a  people 
who  held  it  an  abomination  to  eat  bread 
with  him.  Unhappy  patriarch!  well  might 
he  fay,  4  That  few  and  evil  had  been  his 
6  days:’  the  anfwer,  indeed,  was  extended 
beyond  the  monarch’s  inquiry,  which  was 
limply  his  age: — but  how  could  he  look 
back  upon  the  days  of  his  pilgrimage,  with¬ 
out  thinking  of  the  forrows  which  thofe  days 
had  brought  along  with  them?  all  that  was 
more  in  the  anfwer  than  in  the  demand, 
was  the  overflowings  of  a  heart  ready  to 
bleed  afrefh  at  the  recollection  of  what  had 
befallen. 

Unwillingly  does  the  mind  digeft  the  evils 
prepared  for  it  by  others; — for  thofe  we  pre¬ 
pare  ourfelves,— we  eat  but  the  fruit  which 
we  have  planted  and  watered: — a  fhattered 
fortune, — a  (battered  frame,  fo  we  have  but 
the  fatisfaction  of  (battering  them  ourfelves, 

pafs 


SERMON  XXII. 


28 


pais  naturally  enough  into  the  habit,  and  by 
the  eafe  with  which  they  are  both  done,  they 
fare  the  fp  eft  a  tor  a  world  of  pity:  but  for 
thofe  like  Jacob’s,  brought  upon  him  by  the 
hands  from  which  he  looked  for  all  his  com¬ 
forts, — the  avarice  of  a  parent, — the  unkind- 
nefs  of  a  relation, — the  ing  ratitude  of  a  child, 
— they  are  evils  which  leave  a  fear;— betides, 
as  they  hang  over  the  heads  of  all,  and  there¬ 
fore  may  fall  upon  any, — every  looker  on 
has  an  intereft  in  the  tragedy y—  but  then 
we  are  apt  to  intereft  ourfelves  no  otherwife 
than  merely  as  the  incidents  themfelves  ftrike 
our  pah  ions,  without  carrying  the  lefton  fur¬ 
ther. — In  a  word, — we  realize  nothing: — * 
we  figh, — we  wipe  away  the  tear, — and  there 
ends  the  itory  of  Mifery,  and  the  moral 
with  it. 

Let  us  t  ry  to  do  better  with  this.  To  begin 
with  the  bad  bias  which  gave  the  whole  turn 
to  the  patriarch’s  life, — parental  partiality, — 
or  parental  injuftice, — it  matters  not  by  what 
title  it  hands  diftinguifhed,— ’tis  that  by 
which  Rehekah  planted  a  dagger  in  Efau  s 
bread, — and  an  eternal  terror  with  it  in  her 
own,  left  Ihe  fhould  live  to  be  deprived 
of  them  both  in  one  day: — and  trull  me, 
dear  Chriftians,  wherever  that  equal  balance 
of  kindnefs  and  love,  which  children  look 
up  to  you  for  as  their  natural  right,  is  no 
longer  maintained,  there  will  daggers  ever 
be  planted ;  66  the  ion  llvall  |  literally  ]  be  let 
“  at  variance  a  gain  ft  his  father,;  and  the 
ifi  daughter  againft  her  mother,  and  the 
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44  daughter-in-law  againft  her  mother-in-law; 
44  — -and  a  man's  foes  lhall  be  they  of  his 
44  own  houfehold.” 

It  was  an  excellent  ordinance,  as  well  of 
domeftic  policy  as  of  equity,  which  Mofcs 
gave  upon  this  head,  in  the  211t  of  Deute¬ 
ronomy. 

44  If  a  man  have  two  wives,  one  beloved 
44  and  one  hated,  and  they  have  born  him 
46  children,  both  the  beloved  and  the  hated  ; 
44  and  if  the  firft-born  fon  be  hers  that  was 
44  hated,  then  it  fliall  be,  when  he  maketh 
44  his  foils  to  inherit  that  which  he  hath, 
44  that  he  may  not  make  the  fon  of  the 
44  beloved  firft-born,  before  the  fon  of  the 
44  hated  which  is  indeed  the  firft-born  ;— 
44  but  he  flia.ll  acknowledge  the  fon  of  the 
44  hated  for  firlt-born,  by  giving  him  a  double 
44  portion  of  all  that  he  hath/'  The  evil 
was  well  fenced  againft; — for  'tis  one  of 
thofe  which  fteals  in  upon  the  heart  with 
the  affections,  and  courts  the  parent  under 
io  fweet  a  form,  that  thoufands  have  been 
betrayed  by  the  very  virtues  which  fhould 
have  preferved  them.  Nature  tells  the  pa¬ 
rent,  there  can  be  no  error  on  the  fide  of 
affeCtion; — but  we  forget,  when  Nature 
pleads  for  one,  Ihe  pleads  for  every  child 
alike; — and,  why  is  not  her  voice  to  be 
heard?  Solomon  fays,  44  Oppreffion  will 
make  a  wife  man  mad/' — What  will  it  do 
then  to  a  tender  and  ingenuous  heart  which 
feels  itfelf  negleCted, — too  full  of  reverence 
for  the  author  of  its  wrongs  to  complain  ? — * 
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See,  it  fits  down  in  Silence,  robbed  by  dis¬ 
couragements  of  all  its  natural  powers  to 
pleafe, — bom  to  fee  others  loaded  with  ca- 
refies; — in  Some  uncheery  corner  it  nourilhes 
its  difcontent, — and  with  a  weight  upon  its 
Spirits,  which  its  little  Stock  of  fortitude  is 


not  able  to  withftand, —  it  droops  and  pine# 
away. — Sad  Victim  of  Caprice  ! 

We  arc  unavoidably  led  here  into  a  re¬ 
flection  upon  Jacobs  conduCf  in  regard  to 
his  fon  Jofeph,  which  no  way  corresponded 
with  the  teflon  of  wifdom  which  the  miferies 


of  his  own  family  might  have  taught  him-, 
— Surely  his  eyes  had  Seen  Sorrow  Sufficient 
on  that  Score,  to  have  taken  warning;  and 
yet  we  find,  that  he  fell  into  the  Same  Snare 
of  partiality  to  that  child  in  his  old  age. 
which  his  mother  Rebekah  had  Shewn  to 
him  in  hers : — “  for  Ifrael  loved  Jofeph 
“  more  than  all  his  children,  becaufe  he 
“  was  the  fon  of  his  old  age ;  and  he  made 
“  him  a  coat  of  many  colours/' — O  Ifrael! 
where  was  that  prophetic  Spirit  which  darted 
itfelf  into  future  times,  and  told  each  tribe 
what  was  to  be  its  fate  ? — Where  was  it 
fled,  that  it  could  not  aid  thee  to  look  fo 
little  a  way  forwards,  as  to  behold  “  this 
44  coat  of  many  colours"  ftained  with  blood  ? 
Why  were  the  tender  emotions  of  a  parent's 
anguifh  hid  from  thy  eyes  ? — and,  Why  is 
every  thing  ? — but  that  it  pieafes  Heaven 
to  give  us  no  more  light  in  our  way  than 
will  leave  virtue  in  polieflion  of  its  recom- 
pence. — - 
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— Grant  me,  gracious  God,  to  go  cheer¬ 
fully  on  the  road  which  thou  haft  marked 
*/ 

out! — I  wifh  it  neither  more  wide  nor  more 
linooth  — continue  the  light  of  this  dim  taper 
thou  haft  put  into  my  hands  : — I  will  kneel 
upon  the  ground  feven  times  a  day,  to  feek 
the  belt  track  I  can  with  it; — and  having 
done  that,  I  will  truft  myfelf  and  the  ifliie  of 
my  journey  to  thee,  who  art  the  Fountain  of 
joy,.— and  will  ling  fongs  of  comfort  as  X  go 

along; ! 

o 

L&t  ns  proceed  to  the  fecond  great  occur¬ 
rence  in  the  patriarch's  lifey— The  impolition 
of  a  wife  upon  him,  which  he  neither  bar- 
gain’d  for  nor  loved.— 66  And  it  came  to  pals 
46  in  the  . morning,  behold  it  was  Leah!  And 
u  he  laid  unto  Laban,  What  is  this  that  thou 
46  haft  done  unto  me?  Did  X  not  ferve  thee 
44  for  Rachel  ?  Wherefore  then  haft  thou 
44  beguiled  me  ?” 

^ 

This,  indeed,  is  out  of  the  fvftem  of  all 
conjugal  impofitions  now, — but  the  moral  of 
it  is  ftill  good :  and  the  abufe,  with  the  fame 
complaint  of  Jacob’s  upon  it,  will  ever  be  re¬ 
peated,  fo  long  as  Art  and  Artifice  are  fo  bufy 
as  they  are  in  thele  affairs* 

Lifteri,  1  pray  you,  to  the  ftories  of  the  dii- 
appointed  in  marriage!  —  collect  all  their 
complaints: — hear  their  mutual  reproaches; 
Upon  what  fatal  hinge  do  the  greatefi  part 
of  them  turn  ?  — 4  They  were  miltaken  in  the 
4.  perfon.’- — Some  difguife,  either  of  body  or 
mind,  is  feen  through  in  the  firft  domeftic 
lcuffle  ; — fome  fair  ornament, — perhaps  the 
Jam  very 
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Very  one  that  won  the  heart; — 44  the  orna~ 
44  meat  of  a  meek  and  quiet  fpirit,”  falls  off, 
— •“  Jt  is  not  the  Rachel  for  whom  I  have 
44  ferved  — Why  haft  tliou  then  beguiled 
“  me!” 

Be  opeiv — be  honeft give  yourfelf  for 
what  you  are  ;  conceal  nothings — varnifh  no- 
thing;— and  if  thefe  fair  weapons  will  not 
do, — better  not  conquer  at  all  than  conquer 
for  a  day. — When  the  night  is  paffed,  'twill 
ever  be  the  fame  ftory ; — 44  And  it  came  to 
44  pafs,  behold  it  was  Leah  !” 

If  the  heart  beguiles  itfelf  in  its  choice,  and 
imagination  will  give  excellencies  which  are 
not  the  portion  of  fteth  and  blood,— when 
the  dream  is  over,  and  we  awake  in  the 
morning,  it  matters  little  whether  'tis  Rachel 
or  Leah; — be  the  object  what  it  will,  as  it 
mu  ft  be  on  the  earthly  lido,  at  leaft  of  per¬ 
fection* — it  will  fall  lliort  of  the  work  of 
fancy,  whofe  exiftence  is  in  the  clouds. 

In  fuch  cafes  of  deception,  let  no  man  ex¬ 
claim  as  Jacob  does  in  his, — 44  What  is  it  thou 
44  halt  done  unto  me?”  —  for  'tis  his  own 
doings;  and  he  has  nothing  to  lay  his  fault 
on  but  the  heat  and  poetic  indiferetion  of  his 
own  paftions. 

I  know  not  whether  'tis  of  any  ufe  to  take 
notice  of  this  Angularity  in  the  patriarch's 
life,  in  regard  to  the  wrong  he  received  from 

o  o 

Laban,  which  was  the  very  wrong  he  had 
done  before  to  his  father  Ifaac,  when  the  in¬ 
firmities  of  old  age  had  difabled  him  from  dif- 
tinguilliing  one  child  from  another: — 44  Art 

vol.  nr.  u  44  thou 
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“  thou  my  very  fon  Efau  ?  And  he  faid,  1 
“  am/’  lis  doubtful  whether  Leah’s  vera¬ 
city  was  put  to  the  fame  teft  ;  but  both  fuf- 
fered  from  a  fimilitude  of  ftratagem ;  and 
ftis  hard  to  fav,  whether  the  anguifh,  from 
crofs'd  love,  in  the  breaft  of  one  brother, 
might  not  be  as  fore  a  punifhment  as  the 
difquietudes  of  crofs  d  ambition  aud  revenge 
in  the  breaft  of  the  other. 

1  do  not  fee  which  way  the  honour  of  Pro¬ 
vidence  is  concerned  in  repaying  us  exactly 
in  our  own  coin; — or,  why  a  man  fliould  fail 
into  that  very  pit  (and  no  other)  which  he  has 
graven  and  digged  for  another  man;”  Time 
and  chance  may  bring  fuch  incidents  about ; 
and  there  wants  nothing,  but  that  Jacob  fliould 
have  been  a  bad  man  to  have  made  this  a 
common-place  text  for  fuch  a  doftrine. 

It  is  enough  for  us,  that  the  belt  way  to 
efcape  evil  is,  in  general,  not  to  commit  it 
ourfelves; — and  that  whenever  the  paffions 
of  mankind  will  order  it  otherwife,  to  rob 
thofe,  at  leaft,  66  who  love  judgment,”  of  the 
triumph  of  finding  it  out, — 4  That  our  tra- 
‘  vail  has  returned  upon  our  heads,  and  our 
$  violent  dealings  upon  our  own  pates/ 

1  cannot  conclude  this  difcourfe,  without 
returning  firft  to  the  part  with  which  it  let 
out: — the  patriarch's  account  to  the  king  of 
Egypt  of  the  fhortnefs  and  mifery  of  his 
days. — Give  me  leave  to  bring  this  home  to 
us,  by  a  fingle  reflection  upon  each. 

There  is  fome  thing*  ftrange  in  it,  that  life 

o  o  3 

fliould  appear  fo  lliort  in  the  grofs, — and 

yet 
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vet  fo  long  in  the  detail .  Mifery  may  make 
it  fo,  you'll  fay, — but  we  will  exclude  it;— 
and  ftill  you'll  find,  though  we  all  complain 
of  the  lhortnefs  of  life,  what  numbers  there 
are  who  lee 1 11  quite  overftocked  with  the 
days  and  hours  of  it,  and  are  continually 
fending  out  into  the  highways  and  ftreets  of 
the  city,  to  compel  gueits  to  come  in,  and 
take  it  oft'  their  hands ;  to  do  this  with  in¬ 
genuity  and  forebaft,  is  not  one  of  the  leafl 
arts  and  bufinefles  of  life  itfelf;  and  they 
who  cannot  fucceed  in  it,  carry  as  many 
tnarks  of  diftrefs  about  them  as  Bankruptcy 
herfelf  could  wear.  Be  as  carelefs  as  wTe  may, 
wre  fhall  not  always  have  the  power;— nor 
Ihali  we  always  be  in  a  temper  to  let  the  ac¬ 
count  run  thus.  When  the  blood  is  cool’d, 
and  the  fpirits,  which  have  hurried  us  on 
through  half  our  dajrs,  before  we  have  num¬ 
bered  one  of  them,  are  beginning  to  retire,— 
then  Wifdom  will  prefs  a  moment  to  be  heard ; 
-—afflictions,  or  a  bed  of  ficknefs  will  find 
their  hours  of  perfuafion  ; and,  fhould  they 

fail,  there  is  fomething  yet  behind  : — Old  Age 
will  overtake  us  at  the  fall,  and  with  its  trem¬ 
bling  hand  hold  up  theglafs  to  us  as  it  did  to 
the  patriarch. 

— Dear  inconfiderate  Chriftians,  wait  not, 

I  bcfeech  you,  till  then  ; — -take  a  view  of  your 
life  now  : — look  back, — behold  this  fair  {pace 
capable  of  fuch  heavenly  improvements,— all 
{crawl'd  over  and  defaced  with — —I  want 
words  to  fay  with  what, — for  I  think  only  of 
the  reflections  with  which  you  are  to  fupport' 

u  2  your- 
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yourfelves  in  the  decline  of  a  life  fo  miferably 
caft  away, — lliould  it  happen,  as  it  often  does* 
that  }Te  have  flood  idle  unto  the  eleventh 
hour,  and  have  all  the  work  of  the  day  to 
perform  when  night  comes  on,  and  no  one 
can  work. 

2dly.  As  to  the  evil  of  the  days  of  the 
years  of  our  pilgrimage, — fpec ulation  and 
fact  appear  at  variance  again. — We  agree 
with  the  patriarch,  that  the  life  of  man  is 
miferable;  and  yet  the  world  looks  happy 
enough, — and  every  thing  tolerably  -  at  its 
eafe.  It  mult  be  noted  indeed,  that  the  pa¬ 
triarch,  in  this  account,  fpeaks  merely  his 
prefen  t  feelings;  and  feems  rather  to  be 
giving  a  hiftory  of  his  fu  fieri  ngs  than  a  fyftem 
of  them,  in  contradiction  to  that  of  the  God 
of  Love.  *  Look  upon  the  world  lie  lias  given 
us  !— obferve  the  riches  and  plenty  which 
flows  in  every  channel,  not  only  to  fatisfy  the 
delires  of  the  temperate, —  but  of  the  fanciful 
and  wanton  !—  every  place  is  ahnoft  a  para- 
dife,  planted  when  Nature  was  in  her  gayeft 
humour  !  - 

—  Every  thing  has  two  views,  Jacob,  and 
Job,,  and  Solomon,  gave  one  lection  of  the 
globe  ; — and  this  reprefen tation  another.— 
Truth  lieth  betwixt,— -or  rather,  good  and 
evil  are  mixed  up  together  :  which  of  the  two 
preponderates,  is  be}Tond  our  enquiry; — but, 
1  truft, — it  is  the  good. — Firft,  As  it  renders 
the  Creator  of  the  world  more  dear  and  ve¬ 
nerable  to  us  ;« — and,  fecondly,  Becaufe  I 
will  not  fuppofe  that  a  work  intended  io 

exalt 
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exalt  his  glory,  fhoiild  ftand  in  want  of  apo* 
logics. 

Whatever  is  the  proportion  of  nailery  in 
this  world,  it  is  certain,  that  it  can  be  no  duty 
of  religion  to  in c reale  the  complaint, — or  to 
affedt  the  praife  which  the  Jefuits'  college  of 
Granada  gave  their  Sanchez : — That  though, 
he  lived  where  there  was  a  very  lweet  garden, 
vet  was  never  feen  to  touch  a  flower ;  and 
that  he  would  rather  die  than  eat  fait  or  pep¬ 
per,  or  aught  that  might  give  a  relilh  to  his 


meat. 

1  pity  the  men,  wlrofe  natural  pleafures  are 
burdens,  and  who  fly  from  Joy  (as  thefefple- 
netic  and  morofe  fouls  do)  as  if  it  was  really 


an  evil  initfelf. 

If  there  is  an  evil  in  this  world,  "tis  forrow 
and  heavinefs  of  heart. — The  lofs  of  goods, 
— of  health, — of  coronets  and  mitres,  are  only 
evil  as  they  occalion  forrow  ; — take  that  out, 
- — the  reft  is  fancy,  and  dwelleth  only  in  the 
head  of  man. 

Poor  unfortunate  creature  that  he  is  !  as  if 
the  caufes  of  anguifh  in  the  heart  were  not 

O 


enow, — but  he  niuft  All  up  the  meafure  with 
thole  of  caprice  ;  and'not  only  walk  in  a  vain 
fliadow,- — but  difquiet  himfelf  in  vain  too  ! 

We  are  a  reltlels  let  of  beings ;  and  as  we 
are  likely  to  continue  lb  to  the  end  of  the 
world,— the  beft  we  can  do  in  it  is,  to  make 
the  lame  ule  of  this  part  of  our  character 
which  wife  men  do  of  other  bad  propenfities; 
— when  they  find  they  cannot  conquer  them, 

u  3  — they 
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•  *  i'  ' 

they  endeavour,  at  leaft,  to  divert  them  in¬ 
to  good  channels. 

It,  therefore,  we  mud  be  a  felicitous  race 
of  felf-tormentors,— let  us  drop  the  common 
objects  which  make  us  fo, — -and,  for  God's 
fake,  be  felicitous  only  to  live  well ! 
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the  parable  of  the  rich  man  and 

LAZARUS  CONSIDERED. 

LUKE  XVI.  31. 

And  he  faid  unto  him,  If  they  hear  not  Mofes  and  the  prophets* 
neither  will  they  be  perfuaded  though  one  (hould  rife  from  the  dead. 

j  1  i  tjj)  ( -•  i  x  ['.)  E *  1  •  •  * » ■■  ft. »  •’  *  '  ■*  1  '  *•  1 1  ^  ‘ 

These  words  arc  the  conclufion  of  the 
parable  of  the  rich  man  and  Lazarus ;  the 
defign  of  which  was,  to  iliew  us  the  neceffity 
of  conducting  ourfelves,  by  fuch  lights  as 
God  had  been  pleated  to  give  us :  the  fenfe 
and  meaning  of  the  patriarch's  final  determi¬ 
nation  in  the  text  being  this,  That  they  who 
will  not  be  perfuaded  to  anfwer  the  great 
purpofes  of  their  being,  upon  fuch  arguments 
as  are  offered  to  them  in  Scripture,  will  never 
be  perfuaded  to  it  by  any  other  means,  how 
extraordinary  foev'er;— 1 “  If  they  hear  not 
“  Mofes  and  the  prophets,  neither  will  they 
M  be  perfuaded  though  one  fhould  rife  from 
“  the  dead." 

*  - Rife  from  the  dead  !  To  what  pur- 

pofe  ?  What  could  fuch  a  meffenger  p.ropoie 
or  urge,  which  had  not  been  propofed  and 
urged  already?  The  novelty  or  furprife  of 
fuch  a  viiit,  might  awaken  the  attention  of  a 
curious  unthinking  people,  who  fpent  their 
time  in  nothing  elle  but  to  hear  and  tell  fome 
new  thing ;  but  ere  the  wonder  was  well  over, 
'  i  u  4  fome 
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and  then  the  man  might  return  to  the  dead, 
from  whence  he  came,  and  not  a  foul  make 
one  inquiry  about  him. 

— This,  I  fear,  would  be  the  conclufion 
of  the  affair.  But  to  bring  this  matter  ftill 
clofer  to  us,  let  us  imagine,  if  there  is  nothing 
unworthy  in  it,  that  God,  in  compliance  with 
a  curious  world, — or  from  a  better  motive, — - 
in  companion  to  a  finful  one,  fhould  vouch- 
fafe  to  fend  one  from  the  dead,  to  call  home 

J  r  « 


our  eQpfcien.ce  and  make  us  ! >et ter,  ( ’ hrtf ti ansi, 

i 

better  citizens,  better  men,  and  better  fer- 


yants  to  God  than  we  are.  , 


Now  bear  with  me,  I  befeech  you,  in  fram- 
ing  fuch  an  addrefs  as,  I  imagine,  would  bo 
moft  likely  to  gain  our  attention,  and  conci¬ 
liate  the  heart  to  what  he  had  to.  fay  :  the 
great  channel  to  it  is  intereft  ; — -and  there  he 


would  fet  out. 

He  might  tell  us  (after  the  moft  indifput- 
able  credentials  of  whom  he  lerved)  That  he 
was  come  a  meftengcr  from  the  great  God  of 
Heaven,  with  reiterated  proposals,  whereby 
much  was  to  be  granted  us  on  his  fide, — and 
fometliing  to  be  parted  with  on  ours :  but  that; 
not  to  alarm  us, — ftwas  neither  houfes,  nor 
land,  nor  poifeiilons  ;  — ’twas  neither  wives, 
nor  children,  nor  brethren,  nor  lifters,  which 
we  had  to  forfake  r — no  one  rational  pleafure 
to  be.  given  up  ;~-no  natural  endearment  to 
be  torn  from.™ — 

In  a  word,  he  would  tell  us,  We  had  no¬ 
thing  to  part  with,— but  what  was  not  for  our 

intcrcfts 
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interefts  to  keep, — and  that  was  our  vices ; 
which  brought  death  and  mifery  to  our  doors. 

He  would  go  on,  and  prove  it  by  a  thou- 
land  arguments,  that  to  be  temperate  and 
ehafte,  and  juft  and  peaceable,  and  charitable 
and  kind  to  one  another,- — -was  only  doing 
that  for  Christs  lake,  which  was  molt  for 
our  own :  yand  that,  were  we  in  a  capacity  of 
capitulating  with  God,  upon  what  terms  we 
would  lubmit  to  his  government; — he  would 
convince  us,  ftwould  be  impoftible  for  the 
wit  of  man  to  frame  any  propofals  more  for 
our  prelent  interefts,  than  “  to  lead  an  nil- 
“  corrupted  life, — to  do  the  thing  which  is 
“  lawful  and  right/'  and  lay  Inch  reftramts 
upon  our  appetites  as  are  for  the  honour  of 
human  nature  and  the  refinement  of  human 
happiiiefs. 

When  this  point  was  made  Out/  and  thd 
alarms  from  intereft  got  over,- — the  fpecftre 
might  addrefs  himfeit  to  the  other  paflions.— 
In  doina  this,  he  could  but  rive  us  the  moft 
engaging  ideas  of  the  perfections  of  God;— - 
nor  could  lie  do  more  than knpreis  the  molt 
awful  ones  of  his  majeity  and  power he 
might  remind  us,  that  we  are  creatures  but  of 
a  day,  haftening  to  the  place  from  whenfce 
wre  lhall  not  return; — -that  during  our  ltay 
■we  ltood  accountable  to  this  Being,  who, 
though  rich  in  mercies, — yet  was  terrible 
in  his  judgments; — that  he  took  notice  of 
all  Our  actions,— that  he  was  about  our  paths, 
and  about  our  beds,  and  fpied  out  all  our 
ways ;  and  was  fo  pure  in  his  nature,  that  he 

would 
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would  punifti  even  the  wicked  imaginations 
of  the  heart;  and  had  appointed  a  day 
\vherein  he  would  enter  into  this  inquiry. 

He  might  add,- — — 

But  what?— with  all  the  eloquence  of  an 
infpired  tongue,  What  could  he  add  or  fay 
to  us,  which  has  not  been  faid  before?  The 
experiment  has  been  tried  a  thoufand  times 
upon  the  hopes  and  fears,  the  reafoils  and 
paffions  of  men,  by  all  the  powers  of  nature: 
—the  applications  of  which  have  been  fo 
great,  and  the  variety  of  addreffes  fo  1111- 
anfwerablc,  that  there  is  not  a  greater  para- 
dox  in  the  world  than  that  fo  great  a  reli¬ 
gion  lhould  be  no  better  recommended  by 
its  profefiers. 

The  fact  is,  -mankind  are  not  always  in  a 
humour  to  be  convinced; — and  fo  long  as 
the  pre-engagement  with  our  pallion  fub lilts, 
it  is  not  argumentation  which  can  do  the 
bufmefs;  — we  may  amufe  ourfelves  with 
the  ceremony  of  the  operation,  but  we  rea- 
fon  not  with  the  proper  faculty*  when  we 
fee  every  thing  m  the  ftiape  and  colouring 
in  which  the  treachery  of  the  denies  paints 
it:  and  indeed,  were  we  only  to  look  into 
the  world,  and  obferve  how  inclinable  men 
are  to  defend  evil,  as  well  as  to  commit  it, 
— one  would  think,  at  firft  light,  they  be¬ 
lieved  that  all  difeourfes  of  religion  and 
virtue  wrere  mere  matters  of  fpeculation  for 
men  to  entertain  fome  idle  hours  with;  and 
conclude  very  naturally,  that  we  feemed  to 
be  agreed  in  no  one  tiling  but  fpeaking  well 
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grid  adding  ill.  But  the  trueft  comment  is 
in  the  text; — “  If  they  hear  ;not  Moles  and 
the  prophets,"  &c. 

If  they  are  not  brought  over  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  religion  upon  fuch  difcoveries  as 
God  has  made, — or  has  enabled  them  to 
make,  they  will  hand  out  againft  all  evi¬ 
dence  : — rin  vain  ft  ail  one  rife  for  their  con¬ 
viction  ; — v/as  the  earth  to  give  up  her  dead, 
— Twxmld  be  the  fame  r-every  man  would 
return  again  to  his  eourle,  and  the  tame  bad 
paffions  would  produce  the  fame  bad  actions 
to  the  end  of  the  world. 

This  is  the  principal  leffon  of  the  parable; 
but  I  mini  enlarge  upon  the  whole  of  it, — 
becaufe  it  has  fome  otheivufeful  lefions;  and 
they  will  beft  prefent  themfelves  to  us  as  we 
go  along.  -  >  ;  m  ); \ 

In  this  parable,  which  is  one  of  the  molt 
remarkable  in  the  Gofpel,  our  Saviour  re  pro 
(cuts  a  fcene,  in  which,  by  a  kind,  of  con  trait, 
two  of  the  molt  qppoliie  conditions  that  could 
fee  brought  together  from  human  life,  are 
palVd  before  our  imaginations.  o  <•.*  . 

The  one,  a  man  exalted  above  the  level 
qf  mankind,  to  the  higheli  pinnacle  of  pr<> 
fperity,— to  riches, — to  liappinefs ; — I  fay 
fiappinefs , — in  compliance  with  the  world, 
and  on  a  fuppolition  that  the  poffeffion  of 
riches  mult  make  u.s  happy,  when  the  very 
purfuit  of  them  fo  warms  our  imaginations, 
that  we  flake  both  body  and  foul  upon  the 
event;  as  if  they  were  things  not  to  be 
purchafed  at  too  dear  a  rate.  They  are. 
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the  wages  of  wifdom, — as  well  as  of  folly. 
—Whatever  was  the  cale  here,  is  beyond 
the  purport  of  the  parable;- — the  Scripture 
is  filent,  and  fo  lliould  we;  it  marks  only 
his  outward  condition,  by  the  common  ap¬ 
pendages  of  it,  in  the  two  great  articles 
of  Vanity  and  Appetite:  — to  gratify  the 
one,  he  was  clothed  in  purple  and  fine 
linen;  to  fatisfy  the  other,  fared  fumptu- 
ouily  every  day;  —  and  upon  every  thing 
too,  we’ll  flip  pole,  that  climates  could  fur- 
nilli, — -that  luxury  could  invent, — or  the 
hand  of  Science  could  torture. 

dole  by  his  gates  is  reprefented  an  ob¬ 
ject,  whom  Providence  might  teem  to  have 
placed  there  to  cure  the  pride  of  man,  and 
fhew  him  to  what  wretched nefs  his  condi¬ 
tion  might  be  brought:  a  creature  in  all 
the  lh ip' wreck  of  nature;- — helplcfs, — undone, 
—in  want  of  friends,— in  want  of  health, 
—and  in  want  of  every  thing  with  them 
which  his  diltrelles  called  for. 

In  this  Hate  lie  is  dclcribed  as  -defiring 
to  be  fed  with  the  crumbs  which  fell  from 
the  rieti  man’s  table;  and  though  the  bale 
is  not  exprefsly  put,  that  he  whs  refuted, 
yet,  as  the  contrary  is  not  affirmed  in  the 
liiltorical  part  of  the  parable, — or  pleaded 
after  by  the  other,  that  he  lhe wed  mercy 
to  the  milerable, — we  may  conclude  his  re¬ 
el  licit  was  unfuceefsful;— like  too  many 
others  in  the  world,  either  fo  high  lifted 
up  in  it,  that  they  cannot  look  down  (lit- 
tinbtiy  enough  upon  the-  fu  fieri  ngs  of  tlveir. 
vi'  renew- 
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fellow-creatures, — or,  by  long  forfeiting  in 
a  continual  courfe  of  banqueting  and  good 
cheer,  they  forget  there  is  inch  a  diftemper 
as  hunger  in  the  catalogue  of  human  infir- 
unities. 

.  Overcharged  with  this,  and  perhaps  a 
thoufand  unpitied  wants  in  a  pilgrimage 
through  an  inhofpi table  world , — the  poor 
man  links  lilcntlv  under  his  burden. —  But, 
good  God!  whence  is  this?  Why  dolt  thou 
iiiffer  thefe  liardihips  in  a  world  which  thou 
haft  made?  Is  it  for  thy  honour  that  one 
man  ihould  eat  the  bread  of  fulnels,  and 
fo  many  of  his  own  ftock  and  lineage  eat 
the  bread  of  lorrow  ? — That  this  man  Ihould 
go  clad  in  purple,  and  have  all  his  paths 
lire  wed  with  role-buds  of  delight,  whilft  lb- 
many  mournful  paftengers  go  heavily  along;, 
and  pafs  by  his  gates,  hanging  down  their 
heads?  Is  it  for  thy  glory,  O  God,  that 
fo  large  a  111  ad  e  of  mifery  ihould  be  fpread 
acrofs  thy  works? — or,  is  it  that  we  fee 
but  a  part  of  them? — When  the  great 
chain  at  length  is  let  down,  and  all  that 
has  held  the  two  worlds  in  harmony  is 
feen; — when  the  dawn  of  that  day  ap¬ 
proaches,  in  which  all  the  diftrefsful  inci¬ 
dents  of  this  drama  ihall  be  unravelled; 
— when  every  mail's  cafe  ihall  be  recoil ii- 
dgred, — then  wilt  thou  be  fully  j  nidified  in 
all  thy  ways,  and  every  mouth  ihall  be 
Hopped. 

After  a  long  day  of  mercy  mif-fpejit  in 
riot  and  uncharitablcnefs,  the  right  man  died 
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alfo  : — the  parable  adds, — and  was  bxlried  i 
- — buried  no  doubt  in  triumph,  with  all  the 
ill-timed  pride  of  funerals,  and  empty  de¬ 
corations,  which  worldly  folly  is  apt  to 
proftitute  upon  thofe  bccafions. 

But  this  Avas  the  laft  vain  fliow ;  the 
utter  conchvfion  of  all  his  epicurean  gran¬ 
deur: — the  next  is  a  fcene  of  horror,  w  here 
he  is  reprefen  ted  by  our  Saviour  in  a  ft  a  to 
of  the  utmoft  mifery,  from  whence  he  is 
fuppofed  to  lift  up  his  eyes  towards  Heaven, 
and  cry  to  the  patriarch  Abraham  lor  mercy. 

* — u  And  Abraham  faid,  Son,  remember  that 
“  thou  in  thy  lifetime  reeeivedfi  thy  good 
“  things/' 

- That  he  had  received  his  good  things* 

- — ’twas  from  Heaven,  — and.  could  be  no 
reproach.  With  what  fe  verity  foever  the 
Scripture  fpeaks  againft  riches,  it  does  not 
appear  that  the  living  or  faring  fumptuoully 
every  day  was  the  crime  objected  to  the 
rich  man  ;  or  that  it  is  a  real  part  of  a 
vicious  character:  the  cafe  might  be  then 
as  now;  his  quality  and  Ration  in  the  world 
might  be  fuppofed  to  be  fuch,  as  not  only 
to  have  iuffified  his  doing  this,  but,  in  ge- 
neral,  to  have  required  it,  without  any  im¬ 
putation  of  doing  wrong ; — -for  differences  of 
Rations  there  mult  be  in  the  world,— which 
muff  be  fupported  by  fuch  marks  of  diftinc- 
tion  as  custom  impofes.  The  ’  exceeding 
great  plenty  and  magnificence  in  which  So¬ 
lomon  is  deferibed  to  have  lived,  who  had 
ten  fat  oxen?  and  twenty  oxen  out  of  the 
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paftures,  and  a  hundred  fheep,  befides  harts 
and  roe-bucks,  and  fallow-deer  and  fatted 
fowl,  with  thirty  meafures  of  fine  flour,  and 
three! core  meafures  of  meal,  for  the  daily 
provision  of  his  table ; — all  this  is  not  laid 
to  him  as  a  fin,  but  rather  remarked  as 
an  inftance  of  God’s  bluffing  to  him; — and 
whenever  thefe  things  are  otherwife,  ’tis  from 
a  wafteful  and  diflioneft  perverfion  of  them  to 
pernicious  ends, — and  oft-times,  to  the  very 
oppoiite  ones  for  which  tiiey  were  granted, 
— to  glad  the  heart,  to  open  it,  and  render 
it  more  kind. — 

And  this  feems  to  have  been  the  fnare  the 
rich  man  had  fallen  into  ; — and  poffibly,  had 
he  fared  lefs  fumptuoufly, — he  might  have 
had  more  cool  hours  for  reflection,  and  been 
better  difpofed  to  have  conceived  an  idea  of 
want,  and  to  have  felt  compalfion  for  it. 

u  And  Abraham  laid,  Son,  remember  that 
“  thou  in  thy  lifetime  received  A  thy  good 
46  things,  and  like  wife  Lazarus  evil  things.” 
- — Remember  1  fad  fubject  of  recollection  ! 
that  a  man  has  palled  through  this  world 
with  all  the  bleffings  and  advantages  of  it 
on  his  fide, —favoured  by  God  Almighty 

with  riches,— befriended  by  his  fellow-crea- 

*■  ♦ 

tures  in  the  means  of  accpiiring  them, — 
alfified  every  hour  by  the  fociety  of  which 
he  is  a  member,  in  the  enjoyment  of  them, 
—to  remember  how  much  he  has  received, 
—how  little  he  has  beflowed !— that  he  has 
been  no  man’s  friend!— no  one’s  proteCtor! 
one’s  benefadtor!  — blefled  God! 

Thu  & 


SERMON  SXIIL 


3°4 


.  Thus  begging  in  vain  for  himfelf,  he  is 
represented  at  laft  as  interceding  for  his 
brethren,  that  Lazarus  might  be  fent  to 
them  to  give  them  warning,  and  fave  them 
from  the  ruin  which  he  had  fallen  into; — 


46  They  have  Mofes  and  the  prophets/'  was 
the  anfwer  of  the  patriarch; — 66  let  them 
46  hear  them/5  but  the  unhappy  man  is  re¬ 
prefented  as  difcontented  with  it,  and  hill 
perfifting  in  his  requeit,  and  urging, — 64  Nay, 
44  father  Abraham,  but  if  one  went  from  the 


44  dead,  they  would  repen tf 

— He  thought  fo; — but  Abraham  knew 
otherwife; — and  the  grounds  of  the  deter¬ 
mination  I  have  explained  already*;— fo  fhall 
proceed  to  draw  fome  other  conclufions  and 
leflons  from  the  parable. 

And  firft,  our  Saviour  might  further  in¬ 
tend  to  difcover  to  us  by  it,  the  dangers  to 
which  great  riches  naturally  expofe  mankind; 
agreeably  to  what  is  elfewhere  declared,  how 
hardly  111  all  they  who  have  them  enter  into 


the  kingdom  of  Heaven. 

The  truth  is,  they  are  often  too  dangerous 
a  bleffing  for  God  to  truft  us  with*  or  we  to 
manage  :  they  furround  us  at  all  times  with 
eafc,  with  nonfenfe,  •  with  flattery,  and  falfe 
friends,  with  which  thousands  and  ten  thou- 
lands  have  per-ifhed they  are  apt  to  multi¬ 
ply  our  faults,  and  treacheroufly  to  conceal 
them  from  us;— they  hourly  adminifier  to 
our  temptations;  and  neither  allow--' us  time 
to  examine  our  faults,  nor  humility  to  repent 
of  them.— Nav,  what  is  Itrange,  doThey  not 
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often  tempt  men  even  to  covetoufnefs !  and 
tho'  amidlt  all  the  ill  offices  which  riches  do 
us,  one  would  leaft  fufpeCt  this  vice,  but  ra¬ 
ther  think  the  one  a  cure  for  the  other, — yet, 
fo  it  is,  that  many  a  man  contrails  his  fpirits 
upon  the  enlargement  of  his  fortune,  and  is 
the  more  empty  for  being  full* 

But  there  is  lefs  need  to  preach  againft  this* 
We  feem  all  to  be  hallening  to  the  oppofite 
extreme  of  luxury  and  expence  :  we  generally 
content  ourfelves  with  the  folutionof  it ;  and 
lay,  ’1  'is  a  natural  confequence  of  trade  and 
riches  ; — and  there  it  ends. 

By  the  way,  i  affirm,  there  is  a  miftake  in 
the  account ;  and  that  it  is  not  riches  which 
are  the  caufe  of  luxury, — but  the  corrupt  cal¬ 
culation  of  the  world,  in  making  riches  the 
balance  for  honour,  for  virtue,  and  for  every 
thing  that  is  great  and  good  ;  which  goads  lb 
many  thoufands  on  with  an  affectation  of  pof- 
felling  more  than  they  have ; — and,  confe- 
quently,  of  engaging  in  a  fyftem  of  expences 
they  cannot  fupport. 

In  one  word,  tis  the  neceffity  of  appearing 
to  be  fomebody,  in  order  to  be  fo, — which 
ruins  the  world. 

This  leads  us  to  another  leffon  in  the  para¬ 
ble,  concerning  the  true  ufe  and  application 
of  riches  :  we  may  be  lure,  from  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  rich  man,  that  he  did  not  em¬ 
ploy  tliofe  talents  as  God  intended. 

How  God  did  intend  them, — may  as  well 
be  known  from  an  appeal  to  your  own  hearts, 
and  the  infcription  you  lhall  read  there, — as 
vol.  in.  x  from 
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from  any  chapter  and  verfe  I  might  cite  upon 
the  fubjeet.  Let  us  then  for  a  moment,  my 
dear  auditors,  turn  our  eyes  that  way,  and 
confider  the  traces  which  even  the  molt  infen* 
fible  man  may  have  proof  of,  from  what  he 
may  perceive  fpringing  up  within  him  from 
fome  cafual  act  of  generofity ;  and  though 
this  is  a  pleafure  which  properly  belongs  to 
the  good,  yet  let  him  try  the  experiment;— 
let  him  comfort  the  captive,  or  cover  the 
naked  with  a  garment,  and  he  will  feel  what 
is  meant  by  that  moral  delight  arifing  in  the 
mind  from  the  confcience  of  a  humane  ao* 
tion. 

But  to  khow  it  right,  we  muft  call  upon 
the  compaffionate. — Cruelty  gives  evidence 
unwillingly,  and  feels  the  pleafure  but  imper¬ 
fectly  ;  for  this,  like  all  other  pleafures,  is  of 
a  relative  nature,  and  confequently  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  it  requires  fome  qualification  in  the 
faculty,  as  much  as  the  enjoyment  of  any 
other  good  does.  There  muft  be  fomething 
antecedent  in  the  difpofition  and  temper 
which  will  render  that  good, — a  good  to 
that  individual, — otherwife,  though  f is  true 
it  may  be  polfeiled, — yet  it  never  can  be  en¬ 
joyed. 

Confider  how  difficult  you  will  find  it,  to 
convince  a  miferable  heart  that  any  thing  is 
good  which  is  not  profitable  !  or  a  libertine 
one,  that  any  thing  is  bad  which  is  pleafant  ! 

Preach  to  a  voluptuary,  who  has  modelfd 
both  mind  and  body  to  no  other  liappinefs 
but  good  eating  and  drinking, — bid  him 
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<6  tafte  and  fee  how  good  God  is/' — there  is 
not  an  invitation  in  all  nature  would  confound 
him  like  it. 

In  a  word,  a  mans  mind  muft  be  like  jour 
proportion  before  it  can  be  relifhed and 
tis  the  refemblance  between  them  which 
brings  over  his  judgement,  and  makes  him  an 
evidence  on  your  fide. 

'Tis  therefore  not  to  the  cruel,-" 'tis  to  the 
merciful to  thofe  who  rejoice  with  them 
that  rejoice,  and  weep  with  them  that  weep, 

* — that  we  make  this  appeal. — -'Tis  to  the 
generous,  the  kind,  the  humane,  that  I  am 
now  to  tell  the  fad  *  ftory  of  the  fatherlefe, 
and  of  him  who  hath  no  helper,  and  befpeak 
your  almfgiving  in  behalf  of  thofe  who  know 
not  how  to  aik  for  it  themfelves. 

— What  can  I  fay  more  ?— It  is  a  fubjec! 
on  which  I  cannot  inform  your  judgement ; — * 
and,  in  fucli  an  audience,  I  would  not  pre¬ 
fume  to  pradtife  upon  your  palfions  : — let  it 
fuffice  to  lay,  That  they  whom  God  hath 
bleifed  with  the  means, — and  for  whom  he 
has  done  more,  in  bleffing  them  likewife  with 
a  difpofition, — have  abundant  reafon  to  be 
thankful  to  him,  as  the  Author  of  every  good 
gift,  for  the  ineafure  he  hath  bellowed  to 
them  of  both.  'Tis  the  refuge  againft  the 
ftormy  wind  and  tempeft,  which  he  has  plant¬ 
ed  in  our  hearts  ;  and  the  conftant  fluctua¬ 
tion  of  every  thing  in  this  world,  forces  all 
the  fons  and  daughters  of  Adam  to  feek  flhel- 

*  Charity. fermon  at  St.  Andrew’s,  Holborn, 
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ter  under  it  by  turns.  Guard  it  by  entails 
and  fettlements  as  we  will,  the  moft  affluent 
plenty  may  be  ftripp’d,  and  find  all  its  worldly 
comforts,  like  fo  many  withered  leaves  drop¬ 
ping  from  us  ! — The  crowns  of  princes  may  be 
lhaken ;  and  the  greateft  that  ever  awed  the 
world  have  looked  back  and  moralized  upon 
the  turn  of  the  wheel  ! 

That  which  has  happened  to  one, — may 
happen  to  every  man  :  and  therefore  that  ex¬ 
cellent  rule  of  our  Saviour,  in  axfts  of  benevo¬ 
lence,  as  well  as  every  thing  elfe,  fhould  go¬ 
vern  us  ; — “  That  whatfoever  ye  would  that 
men  fhould  do  to  you,  do  ye  alfo  unto 
them/' 

Haft  thou  ever  lain  upon  the  bed  of  lan- 
guilhing  ?  or  laboured  under  a  diftemper 
which  threatened  thy  life  ? — Call  to  mind 
thy  forrowful  and  penlive  fpirit  at  that  time, 
and  fay,  What  it  was  that  made  the  thoughts 
of  death  fo  bitter! — If  thou  hadft  children,- — 
I  affirm  it,  the  bitternels  of  death  lay  there  ! 
— If  unbrought  up,  and  unprovided  for,  W  hat 
will  become  of  them  ?  Where  will  they  find 
a  friend  when  I  am  gone  P  W  ho  will  hand  up 
for  them,  and  plead  their  caufe  againft  the 
wicked  ? 

—  lilefifed  God  !  to  thee,  who  art  a  Father 
to  the  fatherlefs,  and  a  Hulband  to  the 
widow, —  Iintruft  them  ! 

Haft  thou  ever  fuftained  any*  confiderable 
fhock  in  thy  fortune  ?  or,  Has  the  fcantinefs 
of  thy  condition  hurried  thee  into  great  ftraits, 
and  brought  thee  aimoft  to  diftradtion  ?  Con- 
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1  icier,  who  was  it  that  fpread  a  table  in  that 
wildernefs  of  thought  ? — who  made  thy  cup 
to  overflow  ?  Was  it  not  a  friend  of  conib- 
lation  who  fteppecl  in,  — law  thee  em  bar- 
railed  with  the  tender  pledges  of  thy  love, 
and  the  partner  of  thy  cares, — took  them 
under  his  protection? — (Heaven!  thou  wilt 
reward  him  for  it  !) — and  freed  thee  from  all 
the  terrifying  apprehenfions  of  a  parent  s 
love  ? 

— Haft  thou  ?- — 

— But  how  fhall  I  afk  a  queftion  which 
muft  bring  tears  into  fo  many  eyes  ? — Haft 
thou  ever  been  wounded  in  a  more  affeCting 
manner  Itill,  by  the  lofs  of  a  moft  obliging 
friend  ? — or  been  torn  away  from  the  em¬ 
braces  of  a  dear  and  promiling  child  by  the 
ftroke  of  death  ? — Bitter  remembrance  !  Na¬ 
ture  droops  at  it; — but  Nature  is  the  fame 
in  all  conditions  and  lots  of  life. — A  child 
thruft  forth  in  an  evil  hour,  without  food, 
without  raiment,  bereft  of  inftruCtion,  and 
the  means  of  its  falvation,  is  a  fubjeCt  of  more 
tender  heart-aches  and  will  awaken  every 
power  of  Nature  ! — As  we  have  felt  for  our- 
felvcs, — let  us  feel,  for  Chrift’s  fake, — let  us 
feel  for  theirs ;  and  may  the  God  of  all  com¬ 
fort  blefs  you  !  Amen. 


S  E  R  M  O  N  XXIV, 
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LUKE,  XIV.  IO,  II, 

But  thou,  when  thou  art  bidden,  go  and  fit  down  in  the  lowefl 
room,  that  when  he  that  bad  thee  cometh,  he  may  fay  to  thee. 
Friend,  go  up  higher  ;  then  (halt  thou  have  worfhip  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  them  who  fit  at  meat  with  thee: — for  whofoever  exalteth 
himfelf  fhall  be  abafed  ;  and  he  that  humbleth  himfelf  fhall  be 
exalted. 


IT  is  an  exhortation  of  our  Saviour's  to  Humi¬ 
lity,  addreffed  by  way  of  inference  from  what 
he  had  faid  in  the  three  foregoing  verfes  of 
the  chapter  :  where,  upon  entering  into  the 
houfe  of  one  of  the  chief  Pharifees  to  eat  bread, 
and  marking  how  final]  a  portion  of  this  necef- 
fary  virtue  entered  in  with  the  feveral  guefts, 
difcovering  itfelf  from  their  chooling  the  chief 
rooms,  and  mofl  diftinguifhed  places  of  ho¬ 
nour  ; — he  takes  the  occafion  which  fuch  a  be¬ 
haviour  offered,  to  caution  them  againft  Pride; 
— flates  the  inconvenience  of  the  paflion  ; — 
Ihews  the  difappointments  which  attend  it ; 
— the  difgrace  in  which  it  generally  ends  ;  in 
being  forced  at  laft  to  recede  from  the  pre¬ 
tentions  to  what  is  more  than  our  due;  which, 
by  the  way,  is  the  very  thing  the  palfion  is 
eternally  prompting  us  to  expedt.  When, 
therefore,  thou  art  bidden  to  a  wedding,  fays 
our  Saviour,  fit  not  down  in  the  higheft 
room,  left  a  more  honourable  man  than 
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thou  be  bidden  of  him  ;  and  he  that  bad 
thee  and  him,  come  and  fay  to  thee, — Give 
this  man  place :  and  thou  begin  with  fhamc 
to  take  the  loweft  room. 

—  But  thou,  when  thou  art  bidden,  go  and 
fit  down  in  the  loweft  room  : — hard  lecture  ! 
— In  the  loweft  room  ? — What, — do  I  owe 
nothing  to  myfelf  ?  Mult  I  forget  my  ftation, 
my  character  in  life  ?  Refign  tiie  precedence 
which  my  birth,  my  fortune,  my  talents,  have 
already  placed  me  in  pofleffion  of; — give  all 
up  !  and  fuffer  inferiors  to  take  my  honours  ? 
Yes ; — for  that,  fays  our  Saviour,  is  the  road 
to  it:  “  For  when  he  that  bad  thee  cometh,  he 
“  will  fay  to  thee,  Friend,  go  up  higher  ;  then 
66  fnalt  thou  have  worlliip  in  the  prefence  of 
“  them  that  fit  at  meat  with  thee  : — for  who- 
“  foever  exalteth  himfelf  fhall  be  abafed  ;  and 
“  he  thathumbleth  himfelf  lhall  be  exalted/' 

To  make  good  the  truth  of  which  declara¬ 


tion,  it  is  not  neceflarv  we  thould  look  beyond 
this  life,  and  fay,  That  in  that  day  of  retribu¬ 
tion,  wherein  every  high  thing;  fhall  be  brought 
lo  w,  and  every  irregular  paflion  dealt  with  as 
it  dcferves  ; — that  pride,  amongft  the  reft  (con- 
fidered  as  a  vicious  character),  fhall  meet 
with  its  proper  punifhment  of  being  abated, 
and  lying  down  for  ever  in  fhame  and  ditho- 
nour. — It  is  not  neceffary  we  thould  look  fo 
far  forwards  for  the  accomplifhinent  of  this  : 
the  words  feem  not  fo  much  to  imply  the 
threat  of  a  diltant  punifliment,  the  execution 
of  which  was  to  be  refpited  to  that  day  as 
the  declaration  of  a  plain  truth  depending 
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upon  the  natural  courfe  of  things,  and  evident¬ 
ly  verified  in  every  hour’s  commerce  of  the 
world  ;  from  whence,  as  well  as  from  our  rea- 
foning  upon  the  point,  it  is  found,  That  Pride 
lays  us  open  to  fo  many  mortifying  encoun¬ 
ters,  which  Humility  in  its  own  nature  refts 
fecure  from, — that  verily,  each  of  them,  in 
this  world,  have  their  reward  faithfully  dealt 
out  by  the  natural  workings  of  men's  paffions  ; 
which,  though  very  bad  executioners  in  ge¬ 
neral,  yet  are  fo  far  juft  ones  in  this,  that  they 
feldom  fuffer  the  exultations  of  an  infolent 
temper  to  efcape  the  abafeinent,  or  the  de¬ 
portment  of  a  humble  one  to  fail  of  the  ho¬ 
nour,  which  each  of  their  characters  do  de- 
ferve. 

In  other  vicious  excelfes  which  a  man 
commits,  the  world  (though  it  is  not  much 
to  its  credit)  feems  to  Hand  pretty  neuter  : 
if  you  are  extravagant  or  intemperate,  you 
are  looked  upon  as  the  greateit  enemy  to 
yourfelf,—  or  if  an  enemy  to  the  public,  at 
lealt,  you  are  fo  remote  a  one  to  each  indivi¬ 
dual,  that  no  one  feels  himfelf  immediately 
concerned  in  your  punifhment:  but  in  the 
inltances  of  Pride,  the  attack  is  perfonal : 
for  as  this  palfion  can  only  take  its  rife  from 
a  fecret  companion  which  the  party  has  been 
making  of  himfelf  to  my  di  fad  vantage,  every 
intimation  he  gives  me  of  what  he  thinks  of 
the  matter,  is  fo  far  a  direCt  injury,  either  as 
it  withholds  therefpeft  which  is  my  due, — or 
perhaps  denies  me  to  have  any;  or  elfe, 
which  prelies  equally  hard,  as  it  puts  me  in 
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mind  of  the  defeats  which  I  really  have,  and 
of  which  I  am  truly  confcious,  and  confe- 
quentl v  think  mvfelf  the  lets  deferving  of  an 
admonition  :  in  every  one  of  which  caies,  the 
proud  man,  in  whatever  language  he  fpeaks 
it, — if  it  is  expreflive  of  this  fuperiority  over 
me,  either  in  the  gifts  of  fortune,  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  birth  or  improvements,  as  it  has  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  a  mean  eflimation,  and  poflibly 
a  very  unfair  one,  of  the  like  pretentions  in 
myfelf, —  the  attack,  I  fa}',  is  perfonal  ;  and 
has  generally  the  fate  to  be  felt  and  refented 
as  fuch. 

So  that  with  regard  to  the  prefent  incon¬ 
veniences,  there  is  fcarce  any  vice,  bating 
fuch  as  are  immediately  puniihed  by  laws, 
which  a  man  may  not  indulge  with  more 
fafety  to  himfelf,  than  this  one  of  Pride  ; — 
the  humbleft  of  men  not  being  to  entirely 
void  of  the  paffion  themfelves,  but  that  they 
fuffer  fo  much  from  the  overflowings  of  it  in 
others,  as  to  make  the  literal  accomplifhinent 
of  the  text  a  common  intereft  and  concern : 
in  which  they  are  generally  fuccefsful, — the 
nature  of  the  vice  being  fuch,  as  not  only  to 
tempt  you  to  it,  but  to  afford  the  occalions 
itfelf  of  its  own  humiliation. 

The  proud  man, —  fee  ! — he  is  fore  all  over  ; 
touch  him — you  put  him  to  pain;  and  though 
of  all  others,  he  ahts  as  if  every  mortal  was 
void  of  all  fenfe  and  feeling,  yet  is  pofiefled 
with  fo  nice  and  exquilite  a  one  himfelf,  that 
the  flights,  the  little  neglecds  and  inflances  of 
difefteem*  which  would  be  fcarce  felt  by 
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another  man,  are  perpetually  wounding  him, 
and  oft-times  piercing  him  to  his  very  heart. 

I  would  not  therefore  be  a  proud  man 
was  it  only  for  this,  that  it  fhould  not  be  in 
the  power  of  every  one  who  thought  fit — to 
chaftife  me; — my  other  infirmities,  however 
unworthy  of  me,  at  leaft  will  not  incommode 
me: — fo  little  difcountenance  do  I  fee  given 
to  them,  that  it  is  not  the  world's  fault,  if 
I  fuffer  by  them: — but  here — if  I  exalt  my- 
felf,  I  have  no  profpect  of  efcaping; — with 
this  vice  I  ftand  fwoln  up  in  every  body's 
way,  and  mull  unavoidably  be  thruft  back: 
whichever  way  I  turn,  whatever  ftep  1  take 
under  the  direction  of  this  paffion,  I  prefs 
unkindly  upon  forne  one,  and  in  return, 
muft  prepare  myfelf  for  fuch  mortifying  re- 
pulfes,  as  will  bring  me  down,  and  make  me 
go  on  my  way  furrowing. 

This  is  from  the  nature  of  things,  and  the 
experience  of  life  as  far  back  as  Solomon, 
whole  obfervation  upon  it  was  the  fame, — ■ 
and  it  will  ever  hold  good,  44  that  before 
44  honour  was  humility,  and  a  haughty  fpirit 


before  a  fall. — Put  not  therefore  thyfelf  forth 
in  the  prefence  of  the  king,  and  Hand  not  in 
the  place  of  great  men: — for  better  is  it — 
(which  by  the  way  is  the  very  difiuafive  in 
“  the  text) — better  is  it,  that  it  be  faid  unto 
tfi  thee,  Friend,  come  up  higher,  than  that 
54  thou  Ihouldeft  be  put  lower  in  the  prefence 
44  of  the  prince  whom  thine  eyes  have  feenf  ’ 
Thus ‘much  for  the  illultration  of  this  one 
argument  of  our  Saviour’s,  againft  Pride: — 
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there  are  many  other  confiderations  which 
expofe  the  weaknefs  of  it,  which  his  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  heart  of  man  might  have  fug- 
gcited ;  but  as  the  particular  occafion  which 
gave  rife  to  this  lecture  of  our  Saviour’s 
againft  Pride  naturally  led  him  to  fpeak  of 
the  mortifications  which  attend  fuch  inftances 
of  it,  as  he  then  beheld: — for  this  reafon 
the  other  arguments  might  be  omitted,  which 
perhaps  in  a  fet  difeourfe  would  be  doing 
injuftice  to  the  fubjefL  I  ftiall  therefore, 
in  the  remaining  part  of  this,  beg  leave  to 
offer  fome  other  confiderations  of  a  moral 
as  well  as  a  religious  nature  upon  this  tub- 
je£t,  as  fo  many  inducements  to  check  this 
weak  paifion  in  man  ;  which,  though  one  of 
the  molt  inconvenient  of  his  infirmities, — the 
molt  painful  and  difcourteous  to  fociety,  yet, 
by  a  fad  fatality,  fo  it  is,  that  there  are  few 
vices,  except  fuch  whofe  temptations  are  im¬ 
mediately  feated  in  our  natures,  to  which 
there  is  fo  general  a  propenfity  throughout 
the  whole  race. 

This  had  led  fome  fatirical  pens  to  write, 
That  all  mankind  at  the  bottom  were  proud 
alike; — that  one  man  differed  from  another, 
not  fo  much  in  the  different  portions  which 
he  poffelfed  of  it,  as  in  the  different  art  and 
addrefs  by  which  he  excels  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  and  difguife  of  it  to  the  world:  we 
trample,  no  doubt,  too  often,  upon  the  pride 
of  Plato’s  mantle,  with  as  great  a  pride  of  our 
own;  yet  on  the  whole,  tiie  remark  has  more 
fpleen  than  truth  in  it;  there  being  thoufands 
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(if  any  evidence  is  to  be  allowed)  of  the  mod 
unaffected  humility,  and  trueft  poverty  of 
fpirit,  which  aCtions  can  give  proof  of.  Not- 
withftanding  this,  fo  much  may  be  allowed 
to  the  obfervation,  That  Pride  is  a  vice 
which  grows  up  in  fociety  fo  infenfibly; — 
iteals  in  unobferved  upon  the  heart  upon 
fo  many  occafions; — forms  itfelf  upon  fucli 
ftrange  pretentions,  and  when  it  has  done, 
veils  itfelf  under  fuch  a  variety  of  unluf- 
peCted  appearances, — fometimes  even  under 
that  of  Humility  itfelf; — in  all  which  cafes, 
Self-love,  like  a  fade  friend,  inftead  of  check¬ 
ing,  molt  treacheroufly  feeds  this  humour, 
points  out  feme  excellence  in  every  foul  to 
make  him  vain,  and  think  more  highly  of 
hi  inf  elf,  than  he  ought  to  think; — that,  upon 
the  whole,  there  is  no  one  weaknefs  into 
which  the  heart  of  man  is  more  eafily  be¬ 
tray’d — or  which  requires  greater  helps  of 
good  fenfe  and  good  principles  to  guard 
againft. 

And  firtt,  the  root  from  which  it  fprings  is 
no  inconhderable  difcredit  to  the  fruit. 

If  you  look  into  the  belt  moral  writers, 
who  have  taken  pains  to  fearch  into  the 
grounds  of  this  paffion, — they  will  tell  you. 


that  Price  is  the  vice  of  little  and  contracted 
fouls; — that  whatever  affectation  of  greatncfs 
it  generally  wears  and  carries  in  the  looks, 
there  is  always  meannefs  in  the  heart  of  it: 
* — a  haughty  and  an  abjeCt  temper,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  are  much  nearer  a-kin  than  they  will 
acknowledge; — like  poor  relations,  they  look 
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a  little  fhy  at  one  another  at  firft  fight,  but 
trace  back  their  pedigree,  they  are  but  col¬ 
lateral  branches  from  the  fame  item  ;  and 
there  is  fcarce  any  one  who  has  not  feen  many 
fuch  inftances  of  it,  as  one  of  our  poets  al¬ 
ludes  to,  in  that  admirable  ftroke  he  has 
given  of  this  affinity,  in  his  defcription  of  a 
u  Pride  which  licks  t tie  dultff 

As  it  has  meannefs  at  the  bottom  of  it, — fo 
it  is  juftly  charged  with  having  weaknejs  there 
too,  of  which  it  gives  the  itrongeit  proof  in 
regard  to  the  chief  end  it  has  in  view,  and 
the  abfurd  means  it  takes  to  bring  it  about. 

CD 

Conlider  a  moment, — What  is  it  the  proud 
man  aims  at  P — why, — Inch  a  meafure  of 
refpect  and  deference  as  is  due  to  his  fupe- 
rior  merit,  &c.  &c. 

Now,  good  fenfe  and  a  knowledge  of  the 
world  fliew  us,  that  how  much  foever  of  tliefe 
are  due  to  a  man,  allowing  he  has  made  a 
right  calculation,  —  they  are  hill  dues  of 
fuch  a  nature,  that  they  are  not  to  be  in- 
lilted  upon:  Honour  and  Kelp  eft  mult  be  a 
*•  Free-will  offering treat  them  otherwile, 
and  claim  them  from  the  world  as  a  tax, — - 
they  are  fare  to  be  withheld;  the  firft  dif- 
covery  of  fuch  an  expectation  difappoints  it, 
and  prejudices  your  title  to  it  for  ever. 

To  this  fpeculative  argument  of  its  weak¬ 
ness,  it  has  generally  the  ill  fate  to  add 
another  of  a  more  fubftantial  nature,  which 
is  matter  of  fad;  that  to  turn  giddy  upon 
every  little  exaltation,  is  experienced  to  be 
no  lefts  a  mark  of  a  weak  brain  in  the  figur- 
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ative,  than  it  is  in  the  literal  fenfe  of  the  ex* 
preffion — in  fober  truth,  'tis  but  a  fcurvy  kind 
of  a  trick  ( quoties  voluit  Fortunci  jocari ) — 
when  Fortune,  in  one  of  her  merry  moods, 
takes  a  poor  devil  with  this  paffion  in  his 
head,  and  mounts  him  up  all  at  once  as 
high  as  the  can  get  him,— for  it  is  fure  to 
make  him  play  fuch  phantaftic  tricks,  as  to 
become  the  very  fool  of  the  comedy;  and 
was  he  not  a  general  benefactor  to  the  world 
in  making  it  merry,  I  know  not  how  Spleen 
could  be  pacified  during  the  reprefentation. 

A  third  argument  again  ft  Pride  is  the  na- 
tural  connection  it  has  with  vices  of  an  un- 
focial  afpeCt :  the  Scripture  feldom  introduces 
it  alone— Anger,  or  Strife,  or  Revenge,  or 
fome  inimical  paffion,  is  ever  upon  the  ftage 
•with  it  ;  the  proofs  and  reafons  of  which  I 
have  not  time  to  enlarge  on,  and  therefore 
fh all  fay  no  more  upon  this  argument  than 
this, — that  was  there  no  other, — yet  the  bad 
company  this  vice  is  generally  found  in, 
would  be  fufficient  by  itlelf  to  engage  a  man 
to  avoid  it. 

Thus  much  for  the  moral  considerations 
upon  this  fubjeCt;  a  great  part  of  which,  as 
they  illuftrate  chiefly  the  inconveniences  of 
Pride  in  a  focial  light,  may  feem  to  have  a 
greater  tendency  to  make  men  guard  the 
appearances  of  it,  than  conquer  the  paffion 
itfelf,  and  root  it  out  of  their  nature  :  to  do 
this  effectually,  we  mull  add  the  arguments 
of  religion,  without  which,  the  belt  moral 
difeourfe  may  prove  little  better  than  a  cold 
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political  lecture,  taught  merely  to  govern  the 
paliion  lb,  as  not  to  be  injurious  to  a  man’s 
prefent  intereft  or  quiet;  all  which  a  man 
may  learn  to  pradtife  well  enough,  and  yet 
at  the  lame  time  be  a  perfect  ftranger  to  the 
belt  part  of  humility,  which  implies  not  a 
concealment  of  Pride,  but  an  abfolute  con- 


quelt  over  the  firit  rilings  of  it  which  are  felt 


in  the  heart  of  man. 

And,  firft,  one  of  the  molt  perfuafive  argu¬ 
ments  which  religion  offers  to  this  end  is  that 


which  riles  from  the  itate  and  condition  of 
ourfelves,  both  as  to  our  natural  and  moral 


imperfections.  It  is  impoffible  to  refiedt  a 
moment  upon  this  hint,  but  with  a  heart  full 
of  the  humble  exclamation,  66  O  God !  what 
46  is  man  ! — -even  a  thing  of  nought;”— a  poor, 
infirm,  miferable,  fhort-lived  creature,  that 
palfes  away  like  a  lhadow,  and  is  battening 
off  the  ftai>e  where  the  theatrical  titles  and 

o 

diftindtions,  and  the  whole  malk  of  Pride 
which  he  has  worn  for  a  day  will  fall  off, 
and  leave  him  naked  as  a  negledted  Have. 
Send  forth  your  imagination,  I  befeech  you, 
to  view  the  laft  fcene  of  the  greateft  and 
proudelt  vvdio  ever  awed  and  governed  the 
world — fee  the  empty  vapour  difappearing! 
one  of  the  arrows  of  mortality  this  moment 
fticks  faff  within  him:  fee, — it  forces  out  his 
life,  and  freezes  his  blood  and  fpirits. 

—Approach  his  bed  of  Hate, — lift  up  the 
curtain, — regard  a  moment  with  file  nee — 

— Are  thefe  cold  hands  and  pale  lips 
all  that  is  left  of  him  who  was  canoniz'd 
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by  his  own  pride,  or  made  a  god  of  by  his 
flatterers  ? 

O  my  foul !  wdth  what  dreams  haft  thou 
been .  bewitched  ?  how  haft  thou  been  de¬ 
luded  by  the  objects  thou  haft  fo  eagerly 
grafped  at? 

If  this  reflection  from  the  natural  imper¬ 
fection  of  man,  which  he  cannot  remedy, 
does  neverthelefs  ftrike  a  damp  upon  human 
Pride,  much  more  muft  the  conflderations  do 
fo,  which  arife  from  the  wilful  depravations 
of  his  nature. 

Survey  yourfelves,  my  dear  Chriftians,  a 
few  moments  in  this  light— behold  a  difobe- 
dient,  ungrateful,  intractable,  and  diforderly 
fet  of  creatures,  going  wrong  feven  times 
in  a  day, — aCting  fometimes  every  hour  of 
it  againft  your  own  convictions — your  own 
interefts,  and  the  intentions  of  your  God, 
who  wills  and  propofes  nothing  but  your 
happinefs  and  profperity — what  reafon  does 
this  view  furnifli  you  for  Pride  ?  how  many 
does  it  fuggeft  to  mortify  and  make  you 
aihamed  ? — well  might  the  fon  of  Syrach  fay 
in  that  farcaftical  remark  of  his  upon  it. 

That  Pride  was  not  made  for  man  — for 
fonic  purpofes,  and  for  fome  particular  be¬ 
ings,  the  paflion  might  have  been  lhaped — - 
but  not  for  him — fancy  it  where  you  will,  ’tis 
no  where  fo  improper — ’tis  in  no  creature  fo 
unbecoming. — 

— But  why  fo  cokl  an  aflent  to  fo  incon- 
tefted  a  truth  ? — Perhaps  thou  haft  reafon s  to 
be  proud : — for  heaven’s  fake  let  us  hear 
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them — Thou  haft  the  advantages  of  birth 
and  title  to  boaft  of — or  thou  itandeft  in 
the  funlhine  of  court  favour — or  thou  haft 
a  large  fortune — or  great  talents — or  much 
learning — or  nature  has  bellowed  her  graces 
upon  thy  perfon — -fpeak — on  which  of  thefe 
foundations  haft  thou  railed  this  fanciful 
ftrufture? — Let  us  examine  them. 

Thou  art  well  bom: — then  truft  me,  Twill 
pollute  no  one  drop  of  thy  blood  to  be  hum¬ 
ble:  humility  calls  no  man  down  from  his 
rank, — divefts  not  princes  of  their  titles;  it  is 
in  life  what  the  clear  obfcure  is  in  painting; 
it  makes  the  hero  itep  forth  in  the  canvas, 
and  detaches  his  figure  from  the  group  in 
which  he  would  otherwife  Hand  confounded 
for  ever. 

If  thou  art  rich — then  (hew  the  greatnefs 
of  thy  fortune, — or  what  is  better,  the  great- 
nefs  of  thy  foul,  in  the  meeknefs  of  thy  com 
verfation ;  condefcend  to  men  of  low  eftate 
— fupport  the  dillrefted,  and  patronize  the 
neglected. — Be  great  ;  but  let  it  be  in  con- 
lidering  riches  as  they  are;  as  66  talents  com- 
“  mitted  to  an  earthen  velfel” — That  thou 
art  but  the  receiver , — and  that  to  be  obliged 
and  to  be  vain  too, — is  but  the  old  folccifm 
of  pride  and  beggary,  which,  though  they 
often  meet, — yet  ever  make  but  an  abfurd 
fociety. 

If  thou  art  powerful  in  intereft,  and  ftand- 
eft  deihed  by  a  fervile  tribe  of  dependents* 
—why  (houldeft  thou  be  proud, — becaufe 
they  are  hungry? — Scourge  me  fuch  fyco- 
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phants  :  they  have  turned  the  heads  of  thou- 
lands  as  well  as  thine — 

— But  'tis  thy  own  dexterity  and  ftrength 
which  have  gained  thee  this  eminence: — al¬ 
low  it;  but  art  thou  proud  that  thou  ftandeft 
in  a  place  where  thou  art  the  mark  of  one 
man's  envy,  another  man's  malice,  or  a  third 
man's  revenge, — where  good  men  may  be 
ready  to  fulpeft  thee,  and  whence  bad  men 
will  be  ready  to  pull  thee  down?  I  would  be 
proud  of  nothing  that  is  uncertain:  Hainan 
was  fo,  becaufe  he  was  admitted  alone  to 
queen  Efther's  banquet;  and  the  diftincttion 
raifed  him, — but  it  was  fifty  cubits  higher 
than  he  ever  dream’ d  or  thought  of. 

Let  us  pafs  on  to  the  pretences  of  learn¬ 
ing,  &c.  &c.  If  thou  halt  a  little,  thou  wilt 
be  proud  of  it  in  courfe:  if  thou  haft  much, 
and  good  fenfe  along  with  it,  there  will  be 
no  reafon  to  difpute  againft  the  paffion:  a 
beggarly  parade  of  remnants  is  but  a  forry 
object  of  Pride  at  the  belt; — but  more  fo 
when  we  can  cry  out  upon  it,  as  the  poor 
man  did  of  his  hatchet — “  Alas!  Matter,— 
“  for  it  was  borrowed*/' 

It  is  treafon  to  fay  the  fame  of  Beauty — 
whatever  we  do  of  the  arts  and  ornaments 
with  which  Pride  is  wont  to  fet  it  off':  the 
weakeft  minds  are  molt  caught  with  both ; 
being  ever  glad  to  win  attention  and  credit 
from  fmall  and  (lender  accidents,  through 
difability  of  purchafing  them  by  better  means. 


*  2  Kings,  vi,  7. 
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In  truth,  beauty  has  fo  many  charms,  one 
knows  not  how  to  fpeak  againft  it ;  and  when 
it  happens  that  a  graceful  figure  is  the  habi  - 
tation  of  a  virtuous  foul,  when  the  beauty  of 
the  face  fpeaks  out  the  modefty  and  humility 
of  the  mind,  and  the  juftnefs  of  the  propor¬ 
tion  raifes  our  thoughts  up  to  the  art  and 
wifdom  of  the  great  Creator,  fomething  may 
be  allowed  it, — and  fomething  to  the  ernbel- 
lifhments  which  fet  it  off; — and  yet,  when 
the  whole  apology  is  read,— it  will  be  found 
at  lalt,  that  Beauty,  like  Truth,  never  is  fo 
glorious  as  when  it  goes  the  plaiiieft. 

Simplicity  is  the  great  friend  to  nature, 
and  if  I  would  be  proud  of  any  thing  in  this 
filly  world,  it  fhoulcl  be  of  this  honeft  alliance. 

Confider  what  has  been  faid  ;  and  may  the 
God  of  all  mercies  and  kindnefs  watch  over 
your  paffions,  and  infpire  you  “  with  all  hum- 
“  blenefs  of  mind,  meeknefs,  patience,  and 
“  long  fuffering.” — Amen. 
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MATTHEW,  XI.  29. 

Learn  of  me,  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart ;  and  ye  {hall  find 

reft  unto  your  fouls. 

The  great  bufinefs  of  man,  is  the  regulation 
of  his  fpirit;  the  poffelhon  of  fuch  a  frame 
and  temper  of  mind,  as  will  lead  us  peaceably 
through  this  world,  and  in  the  many  weary 
ftages  of  it,  afford  us  what  we  fhall  be  hire 
to  hand  in  need  of, — “  Reft  unto  our  fouls/' 
— Reft  unto  our  fouls  ! — 'tis  all  we  want— 
the  end  of  all  our  willies  and  purfuits  :  give 
us  a  prolpect  of  this,  we  take  the  wings  of  the 
morning,  and  fly  to  theuttermoft  parts  of  the 
earth  to  have  it  in  pofteftion  :  we  feek  for  it 
in  titles,  in  riches  and  pleafures — climb  up 
after  it  by  ambition,  come  down  again  and 
itoop  for  it  by  avarice, — try  all  extremes ;  ftifl 
we  are  gone  out  of  the  way,  nor  is  it,  till 
after  many  iniferable  experiments,  that  we 
are  convinced  at  laft,  we  have  been  feeking 
every  where  for  it,  but  where  there  is  a  pro- 
fpecft  of  finding  it;  and  that  is,  within  our- 
felves,  in  a  meek  and  lowly  difpofition  of 
heart.  This,  and  this  only,  will  give  us  reft 
unto  our  fouls : — reft,  from  thofe  turbulent 
and  haughty  paffions  which  difturb  our  quiet : 
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— reft,  from  the  provocations  and  difappoint- 
merits  of  the  world,  and  a  train  of  untold 
evils  too  long  to  be  recounted,  againft  all 
which  this  frame  and  preparation  of  mind  is 
the  belt  protection. 

I  beg  you  will  go  along  with  me  in  this 
argument.  Conlider  how  great  a  lhare  of 
the  unea  fine  lies  which  take  up  and  torment 
out  thoughts,  owe  their  rife  to  nothing  elle 
but  the  difpofitions  of  mind  which  are  op- 
polite  to  this  character. 

With  regard  to  the  pro' vocations  and  of¬ 
fences  which  are  unavoidably  happening  to  a 
man  in  Ins  commerce  with  the  world,— take 
it  as  a  rule, — as  a  man’s  pride  is, — fo  is  al¬ 
ways  his  difpleafure  : — as  the  opinion  of  hira- 
lelf  rifes, — -fo  does  the  injury, — fo  does  his 
refentment :  tis  this  which  gives  edge  and 
force  to  the  inftrurnent  which  has  ftruck  him 
—and  excites  that  heat  in  the  wound  which 
renders  it  incurable. 

See  how  different  the  cafe  is  with  the 
humble  man  :  one  half  of  thefe  painful  con¬ 
flicts  he  actually  elcapes ;  the  other  part  fall 
lightly  on  him  : — he  provokes  no  man  by  con¬ 
tempt  ;  thrufts  himfelf  forward  as  the  mark 
of  no  man’s  envy  :  fo  that  he  cuts  off  the 
firft  fretful  occafions  of  the  greateft  part  of 
thefe  evils ;  and  for  thofe  in  which  the  paf- 
fions  of  others  would  involve  him,  like  the 
humble  fhrubinthe  valley,  gently  gives  way, 
and  fcarce  feels  the  injury  of  thole  ltormy  em 
counters  which  rend  the  proud  cedar,  and 
tear  it  up  by  its  roots. 


If 
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If  you  confider  it  with  regard  to  the  many 
difappointments  of  this  life,  which  arife 
from  the  hopes  of  bettering  our  condition, 
and  advancing  in  the  world, — the  reafoning 
is  the  fame. 

What  we  expedt,— is  ever  in  proportion  to 
the  eftimate  made  of  ourfelves  ;  when  pride 
and  felf-love  have  brought  us  in  their  account 
of  this  matter, — we  find,  that  we  are  wrorthy 
of  all  honours — fit  for  all  places  and  employ¬ 
ments  : — as  our  expectations  rile  and  multiply, 
fo  mull  our  difappointments  with  them  ;  and 
there  needs  nothing  more  to  lay  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  our  uiihappinefs,  and  both  to  make 
and  keep  us  miferable.  And  in  truth  there  is 
nothing  fo  common  in  life  as  to  fee  thoufands, 
who,  you  would  fay,  had  all  the  reafon  in  the 
world  to  be  at  reft,  fo  torn  up  and  difquieted 
with  forrows  of  this  clafs,  and  fo  inceftantly 
tortured  with  the  difappointments  which  their 
pride  and  paflioiis  have  created  for  them, 
that  though  they  appear  to  have  all  the  in¬ 
gredients  of  happinefs  in  their  hands, — they 
can  neither  compound  or  ufe  them  : — How 
fhould  they  ?  the  goad  is  ever  in  their  fides, 
and  fo  hurries  them  on  from  one  expectation 
to  another,  as  to  leave  them  no  reft  day  or 
night. 

Humility,  therefore,  recommends  itfelf  as 
a  fecurity  againft  thefe  heart-aches,  which 
though  ridiculous  fometimes  in  the  eye  of 
the  beholder,  yet  are  ferious  enough  to  the 
man  who  fufters  them,  and  I  believe  would 
make  no  inconfiderable  account  in  a  true 
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catalogue  of  the  clifquietudes  of  mortal  man  : 
againft  thefe,  I  fay,  Humility  is  the  belt  de¬ 
fence. 

Pie  that  is  little  in  his  own  eyes,  is  little 
too  in  his  defires,  and  confequently  mode¬ 
rate  in  his  purfuit  of  them  :  like  another  man 
he  may  fail  in  his  attempts,  and  lofe  the 
point  he  aimed  at, — but  that  is  all, — he  lofes 
not  himfelf, — he  lofes  not  his  happinefs  and 
peace  of  mind  with  it, — even  the  contentions 
of  the  humble  man  are  mild  and  placid. — 
Bleffed  character  !  when  fuch  a  one  is  thruft 
back,  who  does  not  pity  him  ? — when  he 
falls,  who  would  not  ftretch  out  a  hand  to 
raife  him  up  ? 

And  here,  I  cannot  help  flopping  in  the 
inidft  of  this  argument,  to  make  a  ihort  ob- 
fervation,  which  is  this.  When  we  refleffc 
upon  the  character  of  Humility, — we  are  apt 
to  think  it  Hands  the  moll  naked  and  defence- 
lefs  of  all  virtues  whatever, — the  leaft  able  to 
fupport  its  claims  againft  the  infolent  anta- 
gonift  who  feems  ready  to  bear  him  down, 
and  all  oppofitiou  which  fuch  a  temper  can 
make. 

Now,  if  we  confider  him  as  {landing  alone, 
—no  doubt,  in  fuch  a  cafe  he  will  be  over¬ 
powered  and  trampled  upon  by  his  oppofer ; 
— but  if  we  confider  the  meek  and  lowly  man, 
as  he  is — fenced  and  guarded  by  the  love, 
the  friendfhip,  and  willies  of  all  mankind, — - 
that  the  other  ftands  alone,  hated,  difcounte- 
nanced,  without  one  true  friend  or  hearty 
well-wilheron  his  fide; — when  this  is  balanced, 
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we  lhall  have  reafon  to  change  our  opinion, 
and  be  convinced  that  the  humble  man, 
ftrengthened  with  fuch  an  alliance,  is  far 
from  being  fo  over-matched  as  at  firft  light  he 
may  appear -nay  I  believe  one  might  ven¬ 
ture  to  go  further  and  engage  for  it,  that  in 
all  fuch  cafes,  wdiere  real  fortitude  and  true 
perfonal  courage  were  wanted,  he  is  much 
more  likely  to  give  proof  of  it,  and  I  would 
fooner  look  for  it  in  fuch  a  temper  than  in 
that  of  his  adverfa ry.  Pride  may  make  a 
man  violent, — but  Humility  will  make  him 
firm  and  which  of  the  two,  do  you  think, 
likely  to  come  off  with  honour  ? — he,  who 
adts  from  the  changeable  impnife  of  heated 
blood,  and  follows  the  uncertain  motions  of 
his  pride  and  fury, — or  the  man  who  ftands 
cool  and  collected  in  himfelf ;  who  governs 
his  refen  tments,  inftead  of  being  governed  by 
them,  and  on  every  occafion  acts  upon  the 
iteady  motives  of  principle  and  duty  ? 

But  this  by  the  way ; — though  in  truth  it 
falls  in  with  the  main  argument ;  for  if  the 
obfervation  is  juft,  and  Humility  has  the  ad¬ 
vantages  where  we  fhould  leaft  expedt  them, 
the  argument  rifes  higher  in  behalf  of  thofe 
which  are  more  apparently  on  its  fide. — In 
all  which,  if  the  humble  man  finds,  what  the 
proud  man  mult  never  hope  for  in  this  world, 
that  is  “  reft  to  his  foul/’ — fo  does  he 
Jikewife  meet  with  it  from  the  influence  fuch 
a  temper  has  upon  his  condition  under  the 
evils  of  his  life,  not  as  chargeable  upon  the 
vices  of  men,  but  as  the  portion  of  his  in¬ 
heritance, 
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heritance,  by  the  appointment  of  God.  For 
if,  as  Job  fays,  we  are  bom  to  trouble  as  the 
fparks  fly  upwards,  furely  it  is  he  who  thinks 
the  greatelt  of  thefe  troubles  below  his  fins, 
— and  the  fmalleft  favours  above  his  merit, 
that  is  likely  to  fuffer  the  lealt  from  the  one, 
and  enjoy  the  molt  from  the  other :  'tis  he 
who  pofleffes  his  foul  in  meeknefs,  and  keeps 
it  fubjected  to  all  the  fifties  of  fortune,  that 
is  the  fartheft  out  of  their  reach. — No. — He 
blames  not  the  fun.  though  it  does  not  ripen 
his  vine,  nor  bin  iters  at  the  winds,  though 
they  bring  him  no  profit. — If  the  fountain 
of  the  humble  man  rifies  not  as  high  as  he 
could  with, — he  thinks,  however,  that  it  rifes 
as  high  as  it  ought ;  and  as  the  laws  of 
nature  ftill  do  their  duty,  that  he  has  no  caufe 
to  complain  againft  them. 

If  difappointed  of  riches — he  knows  the 
providence  of  God  is  not  his  debtor;  that 
though  he  has  received  lets  than  others,  yet 
as  he  thinks  himfelf  lels  than  the  lealt,  he  has 
reafon  to  be  thankful. 

If  the  world  goes  untoward  with  the  hum- 
ble  man,  in  other  refpeCts, — he  knows  a  truth 
which  the  proud  man  does  neveracknowledge, 
and  that  is,  that  the  world  was  not  made  for 
him  ;  and  therefore  how  little  lhare  foever 
he  has  of  its  advantages,  he  lees  an  argu¬ 
ment  of  content,  in  reflecting  how  little  it  is, 
that  a  compound  of  fin,  of  ignorance,  and 
frailty,  has  grounds  to  expeCt. 

A  foul  thus  turned  and  religned,  is  carried 
fmoothly  down  the  itrearn  of  providence;  no 
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temptations  in  his  paffage  difqniet  him  with 
defire,— no  dangers  alarm  him  with  fear: 
though  open  to  all  the  changes  and  chances 
of  others, — yet  by  feeing  the  juftice  of  what 
happens,— and  humbly  giving  way  to  the 
blow, — though  he  is  finitten,  he  is  not  1  mit¬ 
ten  like  other  men,  or  feels  the  fmart  which 
they  do. 

Thus  much  for  the  doctrine  of  Humility; 
let  us  now  look  towards  the  example  of  it. 

It  is  obferved  by  fome  one,  that  as  pride 
wTas  the  paffion  through  which  fin  and  mifery 
entered  into  the  world,  and  gave  our  enemy 
the  triumph  of  ruining  our  nature,  that  there¬ 
fore  the  Son  of  God,  who  came  to  feek  and 
to  fave  that  which  was  lolt,  when  he  entered 
upon  the  work  of  our  reiteration,  he  began 
at  the  very  point  where  he  knew  we  had 
failed;  and  this  he  did  by  endeavouring  to 
bring  the  foul  of  man  back  to  its  original 
temper  of  Humility;  fo  that  his  firft  public 
addrefs  from  the  Mount  began  with  a  decla¬ 
ration  of  blelfednefs  to  the  poor  in  fpirit, — 
and  almoft  his  laft  exhortation  in  the  text, 
was  to  copy  the  fair  original  he  had  fet  them 
of  this  virtue,  and  “  to  learn  of  him  to  be 
66  meek  and  lowly  in  heart/' 

It  is  the  moll  unanfwerable  appeal  that 
can  be  made  to  the  heart  of  man, — and  fo 
perfuafive  and  accommodated  to  all  Chrif- 
tians,  that  as  much  pride  as  there  is  ftill  in 
the  world,  it  is  not  credible  but  that  every 
believer  mull  receive  fome  tincture  of  the 
character  or  bias  towards  it  from  the  exatn- 
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pie  of  fo  great,  and  yet  fo  humble  a  Matter, 
whofe  whole  courfe  of  life  was  a  particular 
leCture  to  this  one  virtue;  and  in  every  in- 
ftance  of  it  llievved,  that  he  came  not  to 
lliare  the  pride  and  glories  of  life,  or  fwell 
the  hopes  of  ambitious  followers,  but  to  caft 
a  damp  upon  them  for  ever,  by  appearing 
himfelf  rather  as  a  fervant  than  a  matter, — 
coming,  as  he  continually  declared,  not  to 
be  miniftered  unto,  but  to  minifter;  and  as 
the  Prophet  had  foretold  in  that  mournful 
defcription  of  him, — to  have  no  form  or 
comelinefs,  nor  any  beauty  that  they  fliould 
defire  him.  The  voluntary  meannefs  of  his 
birth, — the  poverty  of  his  life,— the  low  offi¬ 
ces  in  which  it  was  engaged,  in  preaching 
the  Gofpel  to  the  poor, — the  inconveniences 
which  attended  the  execution  of  it,  in  having 
no  where  to  lay  his  head, — -all  fpoke  the  fame 
language  : — that  the  God  of  truth  Ihould  fub- 
mit  to  the  fufpicion  of  an  impofture: — his 
humble  deportment  under  that,  and  a  thou- 
fand  provocations  of  a  thanklefs  people,  ftill 
raifes  this  character  higher; — and  what  exalts 
it  to  its  higheft  pitch, — the  tender  and  pa¬ 
thetic  proof  he  gave  of  the  fame  difpofition 
at  the  conclufion  and  great  cataftrophe  of 
his  fufiferings, — when  a  life  full  of  fo  many 
inftances  of  humility  w’as  crowned  with  the 
mott  endearing  one  of  “  humbling  himfelf 
66  even  to  the  death  of  the  crofs;” — the  death 
of  a  Have,  a  malefactor—  dragged  to  Calvary, 
without  oppotttion — infulted  without  com¬ 
plaint. — 
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— -Rleffed  Jefus!  how  can  the  man  who 
calls  upon  thy  name,  but  learn  of  thee  to  be 
meek  and  lowly  in  heart? — how  can  he  but 
profit  when  fuch  a  leffon  was  feeonded — by 
fuch  an  example? 

If  humility  fhines  fo  bright  in  the  character 
of  Chrift,  fo  does  it  in  that  of  his  religion; 
the  true  fpirit  of  which  tends  all  the  lame 
way. — Chriftianity,  when  rightly  explained 
and  pradtifed,  is  all  meeknels  and  candour, 
and  love  and  courtefy:  and  there  is  no  one 
paffion  our  Saviour  rebukes  fo  often,  or  with 
fo  much  fharpnefs,  as  that  one,  which  is  fub- 
verfive  of  thefe  kind  effedts, — and  that  is 
pride,  which  in  proportion  as  it  governs  us, 
necefifarily  leads  us  on  to  a  difcourteous  opi¬ 
nion  and  treatment  of  others. — I  fay  necejfa - 
rily, — becaufe  ’tis  a  natural  confequeuce,  and 
the  progrefs  from  the  one  to  the  other  is  un¬ 
avoidable. 

This  our  Saviour  often  remarks  in  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  Pharifees: — they  trufted  in 
themfelves, — ’twas  no  wonder  then  they  de- 
lpifed  others. 

This,  I  believe,  might  principally  relate  to 
fpiritual  pride,  which,  by  the  way,  is  the 
worft  of  all  prides;  and  as  it  is  a  very  bad 
fpecies  of  a  very  bad  palfion,  I  cannot  do 
better  than  conclude  the  difcourfe  with  fome 
remarks  upon  it. 

In  molt  conceits  of  a  religious  fuperiority, 
there  has  ufually  gone  hand  in  hand  with  it, 
another  fancy, — which- — I  fuppofe  has  fed  it; 
and  that  is,  a  perfuafion  of  fome  more  than 
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ordinary  aids  and  illuminations  from  above. 
- Let  us  examine  this  matter. 

That  the  influence  and  abidance  of  God's 
fpirit  in  a  way  imperceptible  to  us,  does 
enable  us  to  render  him  an  acceptable 
fervice,  we  learn  from  Scripture. — In  what 
particular  manner  this  is  effected,  fo  that 
the  adtihall  ftiil  be  imputed  ours — the  Scrip¬ 
ture  fays  not:  we  know  onty  the  account  is 
fo;  but  as  for  any  fentiblc  demonftrations  of 
its  workings  to  be  felt  as  fucli  within  us — 
the  word  of  God  is  utterly  filent;  nor  can 

1/ 

that  filence  be  fupplied  by  any  experience. 

- We  have  none;  unlefs  you  call  the  falfe 

pretences  to  it  fucli, — fuggefted  by  an  enthti- 
fiaftic  or  diftempered  fancy.  As  exprcfsly  as 
we  are  told  and  pray  for  the  infpiration  of 
God's  lpirit,  there  are  no  boundaries  fixed, 
nor  can  any  be  ever  marked,  to  diftinguifli 
them  from  the  efforts  and  determinations  of 
our  own  reafon:  and  as  firmly  as  molt  Chrif- 
tians  believe  the  effects  of  them  upon  their 
hearts,  I  may  venture  to  affirm,  that  fince  the 
promifes  were  made,  there  never  was  a  Chrif- 
tian  of  a  cool  head  and  found  j  udgment,  that, 
in  any  inftance  of  a  change  of  life,  would 
prefume  to  fay,  which  part  of  his  reformation 
was  owing  to  divine  help, — or  which  to  the 
operations  of  his  own  mind;  or  who,  upon 
looking  back,  would  pretend  to  ftrike  the 
line,  and  fay,  6  here  it  was  that  my  own  re¬ 
flections  ended;  —  and  at  this  point  the 
4  fuggeiiions  of  the  Spirit  of  God  began  to 
‘  take  place.’ 
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However  backwards  the  world  has  been  in 
former  ages  in  the  difcovery  of  fuch  points  as 
God  never  meant  us  to  know,- — we  have  been 
more  fuccefsful  in  our  own  days: — -thoufands 
can  trace  out  now  the  impreffions  of  this 
divine  intercourfe  in  themfelves,  from  the 
firft  moment  they  received  it,  and  with  fuch 
diftindt  intelligence  of  its  progrefs  and 
workings,  as  to  require  no  evidence  of  its 
truth. 

It  muft  be  owned,  that  the  prefent  age 
has  not  altogether  the  honour  of  this  dift 
co very; — there  were  too  many  grounds  given 
to  improve  on  in  the  religious  cant  of  the  laft 
century;- — when  the  in-comings ,  in-dwellings , 
and  out-lettings  of  the  Spirit,  were  the  fub- 
jedts  of  lb  much  edification;  and,  when,  as 
they  do  now,  the  molt  illiterate  mechanics, 
who,  as  a  witty  divine  faid  of  them,  were 
much  fitter  to  make  a  pulpit,  than  get  into  one, 
were  yet  able  fo  to  frame  their  nonfenfe  to 
the  nonfenfe  of  the  times,  as  to  beget  an 
opinion  in  their  followers,  not  only  that  they 
pray'd  and  preach’d  by  infpiration,  but  that 
the  molt  common  adtions  of  their  lives  were 
fet  about  in  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord. 

The  tenets  of  the  quakers  (a  harmlefs  quiet 
people)  are  collateral  defcendents  from  the 
fame  enthufiaftic  original;  and  their  accounts 
and  wray  of  reafoning  upon  their  inward  light 
and  fpiritual  worfhip,  are  mi^ch  the  fame; 
which  laft  they  carry  thus  much  further,  as 
to  believe  the  Holy  Ghoft  comes  down  upon 
their  aflemblies,  and  moves  them,  without 
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regard  to  condition  or  fex,  to  make  inter- 
ceilions  with  unutterable  groans. 

So  that,  in  fa£t,  the  opinions  of  methodifts, 
upon  which  I  was  firft  entering,  is  but  a  re¬ 
publication  with  fome  alterations  of  the  fame 
extravagant  conceits;  and  as  enthufiafin  ge¬ 
nerally  fpeaks  the  fame  language  in  all  ages, 
ftis  but  too  fadly  verified  in  this;  for  though 
we  have  not  yet  got  to  the  old  terms  of  the 
in-comings  and  in-dwellings  of  the  Spirit, — • 
yet  we  have  arrived  at  the  firft  feelings  of  its 
entrance,  recorded  with  as  particular  an  ex- 
aCtnefs  as  an  aft  of  filiation, — fo  that  num¬ 
bers  will  tell  you  the  identical  place, - the 

day  of  the  month,  and  the  hour  of  the  night, 
when  the  Spirit  came  in  upon  them,  and  took 
pofleffion  of  their  hearts. 

Now  there  is  this  inconvenience  on  our 
fide,  That  there  is  no  arguing  with  a  frenzy 
of  this  kind  :  for  unlefs  a  reprefentation  of 
the  cafe  be  a  confutation  of  its  folly  to  them, 
they  mult  for  ever  be  led  captive  by  a  delu- 
fion,  from  which  no  reafoner  can  redeem 
them  :  for  if  you  fliould  inquire,  upon  what 
evidence  fo  ftrange  a  perfuafion  is  grounded  ? 
— they  will  tell  you,  6  They  feel  it  is  fo/ — 
If  you  reply,  That  this  is  no  conviction  to 
you,  who  do  not  feel  it  like  them,  and  there¬ 
fore  would  with  to  be  fatisfied  by  what  to¬ 
kens  they  are  able  to  diftinguifh  fuch  emo¬ 
tions  from  thofe  of  fancy  and  complexion? 
they  will  anfwer,  That  the  manner  of  it  is 
incommunicable  by  human  language,  but 
tis  a  matter  of  fact,— they  feel  its  operations 
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as  plain  and  diffind,  as  the  natural  fenfations 
of  pleafure,  or  the  pains  of  a  diforder’d  body. 
- — And  iince  I  have  mentioned  a  diford  er'd 
bod}%  1  cannot  help  fuggefting  that  amongfi 
the  more  ferious  and  deluded  of  this  fed:,  Ais 
much  to  be  doubted  whether  a  diforderY!  body 
has  not  oft-times  as  great  a  fliare  in  letting 
in  thefe  conceits  as  a  diforder'd  mind. 

When  a  poor  difconfolated  drooping  crea¬ 
ture  is  terrified  from  all  enjoyment, — prays 
without  cealing  till  his  imagination  is  heated, 
— falls  and  mortifies  and  mopes,  till  his  body 
is  in  as  bad  a  plight  as  his  mind  ;  is  it  a  won¬ 
der,  that  the  mechanical  difturbances  and 
conflids  of  an  empty  belly,  interpreted  by  an 
empty  head,  lliould  be  miftook  for  workings 
of  a  different  kind  from  what  they  are  ; — or 
that  in  fuch  a  fituation,  where  the  mind  fits 
upon  the  watch  for  extraordinary  occurrences, 
and  the  imagination  is  pre-engaged  on  its  fide, 
is  it  Arango  if  every  commotion  lliould  help 
to  fix  him  in  this  malady,  and  make  him  a 
fitter  fubjed  for  the  treatment  of  a  Phylician 
than  a  Divine  P 

In  many  cafes,  they  feem  fo  much  above 
the  Ikill  of  either,  that  unlefis  God  in  his 
mercy  rebuke  this  lying  fpirit,  and  call  it 
back, — it  may  go  on  and  perfuade  millions 
into  their  defirudion. 
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ADVANTAGES  OF  CHRISTIANITY  TO  THE 

WORLD. 

ROMANS,  l .  22. 

Profeffing  themfelves  to  be  wife,  they  became  fools. 

T  HERE  is  no  one  project  to  which  the 
whole  race  of  mankind  is  fo  univerfally  a 
bubble,  as  to  that  of  being  thought  wife:  and 
the  affectation  of  it  is  lb  vifible  in  men  of  all 
complexions,  that  you  every  day  fee  fome 
one  or  other  fo  very  felicitous  to  eiiabliffh  the 
character,  as  not  to  allow  lrimfelf  leifure  to 
do  the  things  which  fairly  win  it ; — expending 
more  art  and  ftratagem  to  appear  fo  in  the 
eyes  of  the  world,  than  what  would  fuffice  to 
make  him  fo  in  truth. 

It  is  owing  to  the  force  of  this  defire,  that 
you  fee  in  general  there  is  no  inj uiy  touches 
a  man  fo  fenfihly,  as  an  infult  upon  his  parts 
and  capacity :  tell  a  man  of  other  defects, 
that  he  wants  learning,  induftry  or  a p plica- 
cation, — he  will  hear  your  reproof  with  pa¬ 
tience. — Nay  you  may  go  further:  take  him 
in  a  proper  feafon,  you  may  tax  his  morals, 
— you  may  tell  him  he  is  irregular  in  his  con¬ 
duct, —  paffionate  or  revengeful  in  his  na¬ 
ture —  loofe  in  his  principles; — deliver  it 
with  the  gentlenets  of  a  friend, — poffibly  hell 
not  only  bear  with  you, — but,  if  ingenuous,  he 
'VOL.  III.  z  will 
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will  thank  you  for  your  lecture,  and  promife 
a  reformation  ; — but  hint — hint  but  at  a  de¬ 
fect  in  his  intellectuals, — touch  but  that  fore 
place, — from  that  moment  you  are  look’d 
upon  as  an  enemy  fentto  torment  him  before 
his  time,  and  in  return  may  reckon  upon  his 
refentment  and  ill-will  for  ever  ;  fo  that  in  ge¬ 
neral  you  will  find  it  fafer  to  tell  a  man,  he  is  a 
knave  than  a  fool, — and  hand  a  better  chance 
of  being  forgiven,  for  proving  he  has  been 
wanting  in  a  point  of  common  honelty,  than 
,a  point  of  common  fenfe. 

Stranae  fouls  that  we  are  !  as  if  to  live  well 

O 

was  not  the  greateit  argument  of  Wifdom  ; — 
and,  as  if  what  reflected  upon  our  morals,  did 
not  moft  of  all  refieCt  upon  our  underftand- 
ings  ! 

This,  however,  is  a  reflection  we  make  a 
fhift  to  overlook  in  the  heat  of  this  purfuit; 
and  though  we  all  covet  this  great  character  of 
Wifdom,  there  is  fcarce  any  point  wherein  we 
betray  more  folly  than  in  our  judgments  con¬ 
cerning  it ;  rarely  bringing  this  precious  ore 
either  to  the  teft  or  the  balance  ;  and  though 
Tis  of  the  laft  confequence  not  to  be  deceived 
in  it, — we  generally  take  it  upon  truft, — fel- 
dom  fufpeCt  the  quality,  but  never  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  what  has  fallen  to  our  lot.  So  that 
however  inconfiftent  a  man  fhall  be  in  his 
opinions  of  this,  and  what  abfurd  meafures 
foevef  he  takes  in  confequence  of  it,  in  the 
conduCt  of  his  life, — he  (till  fpeaks  comfort  to 
his  foul  :  and  like  Solomon,  when  he  had 
Jeafi  pretence  for  it, — in  the  midft  of  his  non- 
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lenfe  will  cry  out  and  fay, — “  That  all  my 
“  wifdom  remaineth  with  me/' 

Where  then  is  wifdom  to  be  found  ?  and 
and  where  is  the  place  of  underftanding  ? 

The  politicians  of  this  world,  u  profeffing 
themfelves  wile,” — admit  of  no  other  claims 
of  wifdom  but  the  knowledge  of  men  and 
bufinefs,  the  underftanding  the  interefts  of 
ftates, — the  intrigues  of  courts — the  finding 
out  the  paffions  and  weaknefles  of  foreign 
minifters — and  turning  them  and  all  events 
to  their  country's  glory  and  advantage.- — 

— Not  fo  the  little  man  of  this  world,  who 
thinks  the  main  point  of  wifdom  is  to  take 
care  of  himfelf ; — to  be  wife  in  his  generation  ; 
—to  make  ufe  of  the  opportunity  whilft  he 
lias  it,  of  railing  a  fortune,  and  heraldizing  a 
name. — Far  wide  is  the  fpeculative  and  ftu- 
dious  man  (whofe  office  is  in  the  clouds) 
from  fueh  little  ideas  : — Wifdom  dwells  with 
him  in  finding:  out  the  fecrets  of  nature; — - 
founding  the  depths  of  arts  and  fciences  ; — » 
meafuring  the  heavens ;  telling  the  number 
of  the  ftars,  and  calling  them  all  by  their 
names :  fo  that  when  in  our  bufy  imagina¬ 
tions  we  have  built  and  unbuilt  again  “  God's 
*c  ltories  in  the  heavens,” — and  fancy  we  have 
found  out  the  point  whereon  to  fix  the  foun¬ 
dations  of  the  earth ;  and  in  the  language  of  the 
book  of  Job,  66  have  fearched  out  the  corner- 
6C  ltone  thereof,”  we  think  our  titles  to  wif¬ 
dom  built  upon  the  fame  bafis  with  thofe  of 
our  knowledge,  and  that  they  will  continue 
for  ever. 
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The  miftake  of  thefe  pretenders  is  fhewn 
at  large  by  the  Apoftle,  in  the  chapter  from 
which  the  text  is  taken, — u  Profeffing  them- 
a  felves  Wife  ” — in  which  expreffion  (by  the 
way)  St.  Paul  is  thought  to  allude  to  the  va¬ 
nity  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  who  being 
great  encouragers  of  arts  and  learning,  which 
they  had  carried  to  extraordinary  heights, 
confidered  all  other  nations  as  Barbarians ,  in 
refpeCt  of  themfelves  ;  and  amongft  whom, 
particularly  the  Greeks,  the  men  of  ftudy  and 
inquiry  had  aflumed  to  themfelves,  with  great 
indecorum,  the  title  of  the  Wife-men. 

With  what  parade  and  oftentation  foever 
this  was  made  out,  it  had  the  fate  to  be  at¬ 
tended  with  one  of  the  moft  mortifying 
abatements  which  could  happen  to  Wifdom; 
and  that  was  an  ignorance  of  thofe  points 
which  moft  concerned  man  to  know. 

This  he  thews  from  the  general  ftate  of  the 
Gentile  world,  in  the  great  article  of  their 
mifconceptions  of  the  Deity — and,  as  wrong 
notions  produce  wrong  actions, — of  the  du¬ 
ties  and  fervices  they  owed  to  him,  and  in 
courfe  of  what  they  owed  to  one  another. 

For  though,  as  he  argues  in  the  foregoing 
verfes, — “  The  invifible  things  of  him  from 
“  the  creation  of  the  world  might  be  clearly 
“  feen  and  underftood,  by  the  things  that 
“  are  madef’ — that  is, — Though  God,  by  the 
cleareft  difcovery  of  himfelf,  had  ever  laid 
before  mankind  fuch  evident  proofs  of  his 
eternal  Being, — his  infinite  powers  and  per¬ 
fections,  fo  that  what  is  to  be  known  of  his 
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invifible  nature*  might  ah  along  be  traced  by 
the  marks  of  his  goodnefs, — and  the  vilible 
frame  and  order  of  the  world  : — yet  lo  utterly 
were  they  without  Cxcufe, — that  though  they 
knew  God,  and  law  his  image  and  fuper- 
fcription  in  every  part  of  his  works, — “  yet 
“  they  glorified  him  not/' — So  bad  a  life  did 
they  make  of  the  powers  given  them  for  this 
great  difcovery,  that  inftead  of  adoring  the 
Being  thus  manifefted  to  them,  in  purity  and 
truth,  they  fell  into  the  moftgrofs  and  abfurd 
delufions,  — “  changed  the  glory  of  the  incor¬ 
ruptible  God,  into  an  image  made  like  un¬ 
to  corruptible  men- - to  birds, - to  four- 

“  footed  beafts  and  creeping  things  ; - pro- 

“  felling  themfelves  to  be  wife,  they  became 
“  fools/’ — All  their  fpecious  wifdom  was  but 
a  more  glittering  kind  of  ignorance,  and 
ended  in  the  molt  dilhonourable  of  all  mif- 
takes, — in  letting  up  fictitious  gods,  to  receive 
the  tribute  of  their  adoration  and  thanks. 

The  fountain  of  religion  being  thus  poi- 
foned„  no  wonder  the  ftream  fliewed  its  effects^ 
which  are  charged  upon  them  in  the  follow¬ 
ing:  words,  where  he  defcribes  the  heathen 
world  “  as  full  of  all  unrighteoulhefs/' — forni¬ 
cation,  — covetoufnefs,  — malicioufnefs, — full 
of  murder,  —  envy, — debate,  —  malignity,  — 
whifperers, — back-biters, — haters  of  God, — 
proud, — boafters, — inventors  of  evil  things,— 
difobedient  to  parents, — without  underftand- 
ing,  without  natural  afleCtion, — implacable, 
• — unmerciful!  —  God  in  heaven  defend  us 
from  fuch  a  catalogue  ! 
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But  thefe  diford  ers,  if  fairly  confidered* 
you’ll  fay,  have  in  no  ages  arifen  fo  much 
from  want  of  light,  as  a  want  of  difpolition 
to  follow  the  light  which  God  has  ever  im¬ 
parted  :  that  the  law  written  in  their  hearts 
was  clear  and  exprefs  enough  for  any  reaftom 
able  creatures,  and  would  have  directed  them, 
had  they  not  fuffered  their  paffions  more 
forcibly  to  diredt  them  otherwife  :  that  if  we 
are  to  judge  from  this  effedt,  namely,  the 
corruption  of  the  world,  the  fame  prejudice 
will  recur  even  againft  the  Chriftian  religion  ; 
fince  mankind  have  at  leaft  been  as  wicked 
in  later  days,  as  in  the  more  remote  and  linn 
pie  ages  of  the  world ;  and  that,  if  we  may 
truft  to  fadts,  there  are  no  vices  which  the 
Apolfie  fixes  upon  the  heathen  world,  before 
the  preaching  of  the  Gofpel,  which  may  not 
be  paralleled  by  as  black  a  catalogue  of  vices 
in  the  Chriftian  world  fince. 


This  neceflkrily  brings  us  to  an  inquiry. 
Whether  Chriftianity  has  done  the  world  any 

fervice  ? - and,  How  far  the  morals  of  it 

have  been  made  better  fince  this  fyftem  has 
been  embraced  ? 


In  litigating  this,  one  might  oppofe  facts 
to  fadts  to  the  end  of  the  world,  without  com¬ 
ing  one  jot  nearer  the  point.  Let  us  fee 
how  far  their  miftakes  concerning:  the  Deitv. 
will  throw  light  upon  the  fubjedt. 

That  there  was  one  fupreme  Being  who 
made  this  world,  and  who  ought  to  be  wor- 
Ihipped  by  his  creatures,  is  the  foundation 
of  all  religion,  and  fo  ob  vious  a  truth  in.  nature, 

• - that 
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- -that  Reafon,  as  the  Apoftle  acknow¬ 
ledges,  was  always  able  to  difcover  it :  and 
yet  it  feems  it  range,  that  the  fame  faculty 
which  made  the  difcovery,  Ihould  be  fo  little 
able  to  keep  true  to  its  own  judgment,  and 
fupport  it  long  a  gain  ft  the  prejudices  of  wrong 
heads,  and  the  propenlity  of  weak  ones,  to¬ 
wards  idolatry  and  a  multiplicity  of  gods. 

For  want  of  fomething  to  have  gone  hand 
in  hand  with  reafon,  and  fixed  the  perfuafion 
for  ever  upon  their  minds,  that  there  wras  in 
truth  but  one  God  the  Maker  and  Supporter 
of  Heaven  and  Earth,  infinite  in  wifdom,  and 
knowledge,  and  all  perfebtions ; — how  foon 
w  as  this  fimple  idea  loft,  and  mankind  led  to 
difjpofe  of  thefe  attributes  inherent  in  the 
Godhead,  and  divide  and  fubdivide  them 
again  amongft  deities,  which  their  own  dreams 
had  given  fubftance  to  ; — his  eternal  power 
and  dominion  parcelfd  out  to  gods  of  the  land, 
— to  gods  of  the  fea,  to  gods  of  the  infernal 
regions  :  whilft  the  great  God  of  gods,  and 
Lord  of  lords,  w  ho  ruleth  over  all  the  king¬ 
doms  of  the  world,- — who  is  fo  great  that 
nought  is  able  to  controul  or  withftand  his 
powTer,  was  fuppofed  to  reft  contented  with 
his  allotment,  and  to  want  powrer  to  abt  with¬ 
in  fuch  parts  of  his  empire,  as  they  difmein- 
bered  and  afiigned  to  others. 

If  the  number  of  their  gods,  raid  this  par¬ 
tition  of  their  power,  would  leffen  the  idea  of 
their  majefty,  What  muft  be  the  opinions  of 
their  origin  ?  When  inftead  of  that  glorious 


defcription,  which  Scripture  gives,  of  “  The 
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u  Ancient  of  days  who  inhabiteth  eternity/'— 
they  gravely  affigned  particular  times  and 
places  for  the  births  and  education  of  their 
gods;  fo  that  there  was  fcaree  a  hamlet 
or  even  a  defert  in  Greece  or  Italy,  which 
was  not  rendered  memorable  by  fome  favour 


or  accident  of  this  kind. 

And  what  rendered  fuch  conceits  the  more 
grofs  and  abfurd, — they  fuppofed  not  only 
that  the  gods  they  worihipped  had  a  begin¬ 
ning,  but  that  they  were  produced  by  fielhly 
parents,  and  accordingly  they  attributed  to 
them  corporeal  lhapes  and  difference  of  fex : 
and  indeed  in  this  they  were  a  little  confident, 
for  their  deities  teemed  to  partake  fo  much 
of  the  frailties  to  which  flefh  and  blood  is  fub- 
je£t,  that  their  hiltory  and  their  pedigree 
were  much  of  a  piece,  and  might  reafonably 
claim  each  other.  For  they  imputed  to 
them  not  only  the  h  uman  defects  of  ignorance, 
want,  fear,  and  the  like,  but  the  molt  un¬ 
manly  fenfualities,  and  what  would  foe  a  re¬ 
proach  to  human  nature,  fuch  as  cruelty,  adul¬ 
teries,  rapes,  inceit:  and  even  in  the  accounts 
which  we  have  from  the  fublimeft  of  their 


poets, — what  are  they,  but  anecdotes  of  their 
fquabbles  amongft  themfelves — their  intri¬ 
gues,  their  jealoufies,  their  ungovernable 
tranfports  of  c holer, — nay,  even  their  thefts— 
their  drunkennefs,  and  bloodlhed  ? 

Here  let  us  flop  a  moment  and  inquire, 
what  was  Reafon  doing  all  this  time,  to  be 
fo  miferably  infulted  and  abufed  ?  Where 
held  Rie  her  empire  whilft  her  bulwarks  were 
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thus  borne  down,  and  her  firft  principles  of 
religion  and  truth  lay  buried  under  them  ?  If 
ffhe  was  able  by  herfelf  to  regain  the  power 
llie  had  loft,  and  put  a  flop  to  this  folly  and 
confufion, — why  did  Hie  not;  if  the  was  not 
able  to  refill  tills  torrent  alone, — the  point  is 
given  up — Hie  wanted  aid;  and  revelation 
has  given  it. 

But  though  rcafon,  you’ll  fay,  could  not 
overthrow  thefe  popular  miftakes, — yet  it 
faw  the  folly  of  them,  and  was  at  all  times 
able  to  difprove  them. 

No  doubt  it  was;  and  it  is  certain  too? 
that  the  more  diligent  inquirers  after  truth 
did  not  in  fail  fall  into  thefe  abfurd  notions, 
which,  by  the  way,  is  an  obfervation  more  to 
our  purpofe  than  theirs  who  ufually  make 
it,  and  ihews  that  though  their  realonings 
were  good,  there  always  wanted  fomething 
which  they  could  not  fupply  to  give  them 
Inch  weight,  as  would  lay  an  obligation  upon 
mankind  to  embrace  them,  and  make  that  to 
be  a  law,  which  otherwife  was  but  an  opinion 
without  force. 

Belides — which  is  a  more  diredt  anfwer, — * 
though  ftis  true  the  ableit  men  gave  no 
credit  to  the  multiplicity  of  gods,— (for  they 
had  a  religion  for  themfelves,  and  another 
for  the  populace)  yet  they  were  guilty  of 
what  in  effect  was  equally  bad,  in  holding  an 
opinion  which  neceftarily  fupported  thefe 
very  miftakes, — namely,  that  as  different  na¬ 
tions  had  different  gods,  it  was  every  man's 
duty  (I  fuppofe  more  for  quietnefs  than 
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principle’s  fake)  to  worfhip  the  gods  of  his* 
country ;  which,  by  the  way,  confidering 
their  numbers,  was  not  fo  eafy  a  talk, — for 
what  with  celeftial  gods,  and  gods  aerial  * 
terreftria],  and  infernal,  with  the  goddefles, 
their  wires  and  miftreffes,  upon  the  loweft 
computation,  the  heathen  world  acknow¬ 
ledged  no  lels  than  thirty  thoufand  deities* 
all  which  claimed  the  rights  and  ceremonies 

O 

of  religious  worfhip. 

But  ’twill  be  laid,  allowing  the  bulk  of 
mankind  were  under  fuch  delations, — they 
were  ftill  but  fpeculative. — What,  was  that 
to  their  practice?  however  defective  in  their 
theology  and  more  ahlirafted  points,  their 
morality  was  no  way  connected  with  it. — - 
There  is  no  need,  that  the  everlafting  laws 
of  juftice  and  mercy  fhould  be  fetched  down 
from  above, — -knee  they  can  be  proved  from 
more  obvious  mediums ; — they  were  as  ne- 
eeflary  for  the  fame  good  purpofes  of  lociety 
then  as  now  ;  and  we  may  prefume  they  faw 
their  interefl  and  purfued  it. 

That  the  neeeffities  of  focietv,  and  the  inw 
poffibilities  of  its  fubfiltmg  otherwife,  would 
point  out  the  convenience,  or  if  you  will, — 
the  duty  of  focial  virtues,  is  unqueitionable  : 
— but  I  firmly  deny,  that  therefore  religion 
and  morality  are  independent  of  each  other: 
they  appear  fo  far  from  it,  that  I  cannot 
conceive  how  the  one,  in  the  true  and  me¬ 
ritorious  feme  of  the  duty,  can  act  without 
the  influence  of  the  other:  furely  the  moll 
exalted  motive  which  .can  only  be  depended 
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upon  for  the  uniform  practice  of  virtue, — 
mult  come  down  from  above , — from  the  love 
and  imitation  of  the  goodnefs  of  that  Being- 
in  whole  light  we  with  to  render  ourfelves 
acceptable  :  this  will  operate  at  all  times  and 
all  places, — in  the  darkelt  clofet,  as  much  as 
on  the  greateft  and  molt  public  theatres  of 
the  world. 

But  with  different  conceptions  of  the  Deity, 
or  fuch  impure  ones  as  they  entertained,  is  it 
to  be  doubted  whether  in  the  many  fecret 
trials  of  our  virtue,  we  fhould  not  determine 
our  cafes  of  confcience  with  much  the  fame 
kind  of  cafuiftry  as  that  of  the  Libertine  in 
Terence,  who  being  engaged  in  a  very  un- 
juftifiable  purfuit,  and  happening  to  fee  a 
picture  which  reprefented  a  known  llory  of 
Jupiter  in  a  like  translation, — argued  the 
matter  thus  within  himfelf. — If  the  great 
Jupiter  could  not  retrain  his  appetites,  and 
deny  himfelf  an  indulgence  of  this  kind — 
ego  Homuncio  hoc  non  facer em  ?  Shall  I  a 
mortal, — an  inconliderable  mortal  too,  clothed 
with  infirmities  of  flefh  and  blood, — pretend 
to  a  virtue,  which  the  Bather  of  gods  and 
men  could  not?  What  infolence! 

The  conclufion  was  natural  enough;  and 
as  fo  great  a  mailer  of  nature  puts  it  into  the 
mouth  of  one  of  his  principal  characters,  no 
doubt  the  language  was  then  underltood; 
it  was  copied  from  common  life,  and  was 
not  the  firft  application  which  had  been 
made  of  the  ftory. 

It  will  fcarce  admit  of  a  queftion,  Whether 
vice  would  not  naturally  grow  bold  upon  the 
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credit  of  fuch  an  example ;  or  whether  fuch 
impreffions  did  not  influence  the  lives  and 
morals  of  many  in  the  heathen  world;  and 
had  there  been  no  other  proof  of  it,  but  the 
natural  tendency  of  loch  notions  to  corrupt 
them,  it  had  been  fufficient  reafon  to  believe 
it  was  fo. 

No  doubt,  there  is  fufficient  room  for 
amendment  in  the  Chriftian  world,  and  we 
may  be  laid  to  be  a  very  corrupt  and  bad 
generation  of  men,  confidering  what  motives 
we  have  from  the  purity  of  our  religion,  and 
the  force  of  its  fandtions,  to  make  us  better; 

• — yet  ftill  I  affirm,  that  if  thefe  reftraints 
were  taken  off,  the  world  would  be  infinitely 
worfe ;  and  though  fome  fenfe  of  morality 
might  be  preferred,  as  it  was  in  the  heathen 
world,  with  the  more  confiderate  of  us,  yet 
in  general  I  am  perfuaded,  that  the  bulk  of 
mankind,  upon  fuch  a  fuppofition,  would 
foon  come  to  64  live  without  God  in  the 
44  world,"  and  in  a  fliort  time  differ  from 
Indians  themfelves  in  little  elfe  but  their 
complexions. 

If,  after  all,  the  Chriftian  religion  has  not 
left  a  fufficient  provilion  againft  the  wicked- 
nefs  of  the  world, — the  fhortand  true  anfwer 
is  this,  That  there  can  be  none. 

It  is  fufficient  to  leave  us  without  excufe, 
that  the  excellency  of  this  inftitution  in  its 
doCtrine,  its  precepts,  and  its  examples,  has 
a  proper  tendency  to  make  us  a  virtuous 
and  a  happy  people; — every  page  is  an  ad- 
drefs  to  our  hearts  to  win  them  to  thefe  pur- 
pofes; — but  as  religion  was  not  intended  to 
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work  upon  men  by  force  and  natural  necef- 
iity,  but  by  moral  perfuafion,  which  fetsgood 
and  evil  before  them, — fo  that  if  men  have 
power  to  do  the  evil  and  chufe  the  good, — - 
and  will  abufe  it, — this  cannot  be  avoided. — - 
Religion  even  implies  a  freedom  of  choice, 
and  all  the  beings  in  the  world  which  have 
it,  were  created  free  to  ftand  and  free  to 
fall; — and  therefore  men  who  will  not  be 
perfuaded  by  this  way  of  addrefs,  muft  ex¬ 
pect,  and  be  contented  to  be  reckoned  with 
according  to  the  talents  they  have  received. 


SERMON  XXVII, 


THE  ABUSES  OF  CONSCIENCE 
CONSIDERED. 

HEBREWS,  XIII.  l8. 

*— For  we  trull  we  have  a  good  Confcience.— ~ 

TRUST! — Truft  we  have  a  good  Con- 
fcience! — Surely  you  will  fay,  if  there  is 
any  thing  in  this  life  which  a  man  may  de¬ 
pend  upon,  and  to  the  knowledge  of  which 
he  is  capable  of  arriving  upon  the  rnoft  in- 
difputable  evidence,  it  mult  be  this  very 
thing, — Whether  he  has  a  good  Confidence* 
or  no. 

If  a  man  thinks  at  all,  he  cannot  well  be 
a  ftran^er  to  the  true  ftate  of  this  account: 
- — He  muft  be  privy  to  his  own  thoughts  and 
defires — He  mult  remember  his  paft  purfuits, 
and  know  certainly  the  true  fprings  and 
motives,  which,  in  general,  have  governed 
the  actions  of  his  life. 

In  other  matters  we  may  be  deceived  by 
falfe  appearances;  and  as  the  wile  man  com¬ 
plains,  44  Hardly  do  we  guefs  aright  at  the 
44  things  that  are  upon  the  earth,  and  with 
46  labour  do  we  find  the  things  that  are  before 
44  us:” — but  here  the  mind  has  all  the  evi¬ 
dence  and  facts  within  hcrfelf: — is  confcious 
of  the  web  Hie  has  wove: — knows  its  texture 
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and  finenefs ;  and  the  exadt  (hare  which 
every  paflion  has  had  in  working  upon  the 
leveral  defigns,  which  virtue  or  vice  has 
planned  before  her. 

Now, — as  Confcienee  is  nothing  elfe  but 
the  knowledge  which  the  mind  has  within 
itfelf  of  this ;  and  the  judgment,  either  of 
approbation  or  cenfure,  which  it  unavoid¬ 
ably  makes  upon  the  lucceffive  actions  of 
our  lives, — dis  plain,  you  will  fay,  from  the 
very  terms  of  the  proportion,  whenever  this 
inward  teftimony  goes  againft  a  man,  and  he 
Hands  felf-accufed, — that  he  mu  ft  neceifarily 
be  a  guilty  man.  And,  on  the  contrary,  when 
the  report  is  favourable  on  his  fide,  and  his 
heart  condemns  him  not, — that  it  is  not  a 
matter  of  tru/t,  as  the  Apoftle  intimates,  but 
a  matter  of  certainty  and  fadt,  that  the 
“  Confcienee  is  good,”  and  that  the  man 
mult  be  good  alfo. 

o 

At  firll  fight,  this  may  feem  to  be  a  true 
ftate  of  the  cafe ;  and  I  make  no  doubt  but 
the  knowledge  of  right  and  wrong  is  fo  truly 
imprefs’d  upon  the  mind  of  man  ;  that  did 
no  finch  thing  ever  happen,  as  that  the  Con- 
fcience  of  a  man,  by  long  habits  of  fin,  might 
(as  the  Scripture  allures  us  it  may)  infenfibly 
become  hard;  and  like  fome  tender  parts  of 
his  body,  by  much  itrefs,  and  continual  hard 
ulage,  iofc  by  degrees  that  nice  fenfe  and 
perception  with  which  Cod  and  nature  en¬ 
dowed  it: — Did  this  never  happen  or  was 
it  certain  that  fell-love  could  never  hang  the 
lealt  bias  upon  the  judgment: — or  that  the 
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little  interefts  below  could  rife  up  and  per¬ 
plex  the  faculties  of  our  upper  regions,  and 
encompafs  them  about  with  clouds  and  thick 
darknefs: —  could  no  fuch  thing  as  favour  and 
affebtion  enter  this  facred  court: — did  Wit 
difdain  to  take  a  bribe  in  it,  or  was  alliamed 
to  fliew  its  face  as  an  advocate  for  an  un¬ 
warrantable  enjoyment : — or,  laftly,  were  we 
affined  that  Interelt  flood  always  uncon¬ 
cerned  whilft  the  caufe  was  hearing, — and 
that  Paffion  never  got  into  the  judgment-feat, 
and  pronounced  fentence  in  the  Head  of 
Beafon,  which  is  fuppofed  always  to  prefide 
and  determine  upon  the  cafe:- — was  this 
truly  fo,  as  the  objection  muff  fuppofe,  no 
doubt,  then,  the  religious  and  moral  ftate  of 
a  man  would  be  exactly  what  he  himfelf 
efteemed  it;  and  the  guilt  or  innocence  of 
every  man’s  life  could  be  known,  in  general, 
by  no  better  meafure,  than  the  degrees  of 
his  own  approbation  or  cenfure. 

I  own,  in  one  cafe,  whenever  a  man’s  Con- 
fcience  does  accufe  him  (as  it  feldom  errs  on 
that  fide)  that  he  is  guilty; — and,  unlefs  in 
melancholy  and  hypochondriac  cafes,  we  may 
fafely  pronounce  that  there  is  always  fuffi- 
eient  grounds  for  the  accufation. 

But,  the  converfe  of  the  proportion  will 
not  hold  true, — namely,  That  wherever  there 
is  guilt,  the  Confcience  muft  accufe;  and,  if 
it  does  not,  that  a  man  is  therefore  innocent. 
— This  is  not  fact : — fo  that  the  common  con- 
folation  which  fome  good  Chriftian  or  other 
is  hourly  adminiftering  to  himfelf, — That  he 
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thanks  God  his  mind  does  not  mifgive  him; 
and  that  confequently,  he  has  a  good  Con¬ 
fidence,  becaufe  he  has  a  quiet  one. — As  cur¬ 
rent  as  the  inference  is,  and  as  infallible  as 
the  rule  appears  at  firft  fight,  yet,  when  you 
look  nearer  to  it,  and  try  the  truth  of  this  rule 
upon  plain  fabts,  you  find  it  liable  to  fo  much 
error,  from  a  falfe  application  of  it: — the 
principle  on  which  it  goes  fo  often  perverted  : 
— the  whole  force  of  it  loft,  and  fometimes  fo 
vilely  call  away,  that  it  is  painful  to  produce 
the  common  examples  from  human  life,  which 
confirm  this  account.  .  :  r 

A  man  fhall  be  vicious  and  utterly  de¬ 
bauched  in  his  principles;  exceptionable  in 
his  condudl  to  the  world:  fhall  live  Ihatne- 
lefs, — fin  the  open  commiftion  of  a  fin  which 
no  reafon  or  pretence  can  juftify; — a  fin,  by 
which,  contrarv  to  all  the  workings  of  hu- 
inanity  within,  he  lhall  ruin  for  ever  the  de¬ 
luded  partner  of  his  guilt; — rob  her  of  her 
beft  dowry; — and  not  only  cover  her  own 
head  with  dilhonour,  but  involve  a  whole 
virtuous  family  in  lhame  and  forrow  for 
her  fake.— Surely, — you'll  think,  Confidence 
muft  lead  fuch  a  man  a  troublefome  life: — 1 
he  can  have  no  reft  night  or 
reproaches. 

Alas!  Confidence  had  fomethino*  elfe  to 

O 

do  all  this  time  than  break  in  upon  him: 
as  Elijah  reproached  the  god  Baal,  this 
domejtic  god  was  either  64  talking,  or  purfuing, 
“  or  was  in  a  journey,  or,  peradventure,  he 
“  llept,  and  could  not  be  awoke/'  Perhaps 
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he  was  gone  out  in  company  with  Honour, 
to  fight  a  duel;— to  pay  off'  fome  debt  at 
play;- — or  dirty  annuity,  the  bargain  of  his 
luff. — Perhaps,  Confcicnce  all  this  time  was 
engaged  at  home,  talking  aloud  againlt  petty 
larceny,  and  executing  vengeance  upon  fome 
fuch  puny  crimes  as  his  fortune  and  rank  in 
life  fecured  him  againft  all  temptation  of 
committing  — fo  that  he  lives  as  merrily, — - 
fleeps  as  tbundly  in  his  bed; — and,  at  the 
laft,  meets  death  with  as  much  unconcern, 
r — perhaps,  much  more  fo,  than  a  much  bet¬ 
ter  man* 

Another  is  fordid,  unmerciful; — a  ftrait- 
hearted,  felfifh  wretch,  incapable  either  of 
private  friend Ihips,  or  public  fpirit. — Take 
notice  how  he  pafles  by  the  widow  and 
orphan  in  their  d  iff  refs ;  and  fees  all  the 
miferies  incident  to  human  life  without  a 
figh  or  a  prayer.— Shall  not  Confcience  rife 
up  and  fling  him  on  fuch  oecafions?  No* 

* — Thank  God,  there  is  no  occafion.  4  I  pay 
4  every  man  his  own, — 1  have  no  fornication 
4  to  anlwer  to  my  Confluence,  no  faithlefs 
4  vows  or  promifes  to  make  up,  I  have  de- 
4  bauelfd  no  man’s  wife  or  child.— Thank 
4  God,  I  am  not  as  other  men,  adulterers, 

4  unjuft,  or  even  as  this  libertine  who  ftands 
*  before  me/ 

A  third  is  crafty  and  defigning  in  his  na¬ 
ture.— View  his  whole  life, — Tis  nothing  elfe 
but  a  cunning  contexture  of  dark  arts  and 
unequitable  fubterfuges,  bafely  to  defeat  the 
true  intent  of  all  laws,  plain-dealing,  and 

,  . ;  i  the 


SERMON XXVII. 


.355 


the  fafe  enjoyment  of  our  feveral  properties. 
— You  will  fee  fuch  a  one  working  out  a 
frame  of  little  defigns  upon  the  ignorance 
and  perplexities  of  the  poor  and  needy  man: 
— fhall  raife  a  fortune  upon  the  inexperience 
of  a  youth, — or  the  unfufpedting  temper  of 
his  friend,  who  would  have  trufted  him  with 
his  life.  When  old  age  comes  on,  and  re¬ 
pentance  calls  him  to  look  back  upon  this 
black  account,  and  ftate  it  over  again  with 
his  Confcience — Confcience  looks  into  the 
Statutes  at  Large, — finds  perhaps  no  exprefs 
law  broken  by  what  he  has  done; — perceives 
no  penalty  or  forfeiture  incurfd; — fees  no 
fcourge  waving  over  his  head, — or  prifon 
opening  its  gate  upon  him — ■  What  is  there  to 
affright  his  Confcience? — Confcience  has  got 
lately  entrenched  behind  the  letter  of  the 
law,  fits  there  invulnerable,  fortified  with 
cafes  and  reports  fo  ftrongly  on  all  tides, 
— that  his  not  preaching  can  dilpolfefs  it 
of  its  hold. 

Another  (hall  want  even  this  refuge, — - 
thall  break  through  all  this  ceremony  of 
flow  chicane;  fcorns  the  doubtful  workings 
of  fecret  plots  and  cautious  trains  to  bring 
about  his  purpofe. — See  the  barefaced  vil¬ 
lain  how  he  cheats,  lies,  perjures,  robs,  mur¬ 
ders, — horrid  !  But  indeed  much  better  was 
not  to  be  expected  in  this  cafe,— the  poor 
man  was  in  the  dark! — His  prieft  had  got 
the  keeping  of  his  Confcience,  and  all  he  had 
let  him  know  of  it  was,  That  he  muff  believe 
in  the  Pope ; — go  to  mafs ; — crofs  himfelf 
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tell  his  beads. — be  a  good  Catholic;  and 
that  this  in  all  confcience  was  enough  to 
carry  him  to  heaven.  What? — if  he  per¬ 
jures?— Why,— he  had  a  mental  refervation 
in  it.  But  if  he  is~  fo  wicked  and  abandoned 
a  wretch  as  you  reprefent  him, — if  he  robs 
or  murders,  will  not  Confcience,  on  every 
fuch  act,  receive  a  wound  itfelf? — Ay — But 
the  man  has  carried  it  to  confeffion,  the 
wound  digefts  there,  and  will  do  well  enough, 

■ — and  in  a  lliort  time  be  quite  healed  up  by 
abfolution. 

O  Popery!  what  haft  thou  to  anfwer  for? 
—when  not  content  with  the  too  many  na-* 
tural  and  fatal  ways  through  which  the  heart 
is  every  day  thus  treacherous  to  itfelf  above 
all  things, — thou  haft  wilfully  fet  open  this 
wide  gate  of  deceit  before  the  face  of  this 
unwary  Traveller,— too  apt,  God  knows,  to 
go  aftray  of  himfelf, — and  confidently  fpeak 
peace  to  his  foul,  when  there  is  no  peace. 

Of  this  the  common  inftances,  which  I 
have  drawn  out  of  life,  are  too  notorious  to 
require  much  evidence.  If  any  man  doubts 
the  reality  of  them,  or  thinks  it  impoffible 
for  man  to  be  fuch  a  bubble  to  himfelf, — • 
I  muft  refer  him  a  moment  to  his  reflections, 
and  lhall  then  venture  to  truft  the  appeal 
with  his  own  heart.  Let  him  confider  in 
how  different  a  degree  of  deteftation  num¬ 
bers  of  wicked  actions  ftand  there ,  though 
equally  bad  and  vicious  in  their  own  natures 
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him  to  commit)  are  generally  drefs’d  out  and 
painted  with  all  the  falfe  beauties  which  a 
foft  and  flattering  hand  can  give  them  ;  and 
that  the  others  to  which  he  feels  no  propen- 
fity,  appear,  at  once,  naked  and  deformed, 
furrounded  with  all  the  true  circumftances  of 
folly  and  difhonour* 

When  David  furprifed  Saul  fleeping  in  the 
cave,  and  cut  off  the  fkirt  of  his  robe, — we 
read,  his  heart  fmote  him  for  what  he  had 
done. — But,  in  the  matter  of  Uriah,  where 
a  faithful  and  gallant  fervant,  whom  ’  he 
ought  to  have  loved  and  honour  d,  fell  to 
make  way  for  his  lull;  where  Conscience  had 
fo  much  greater  reafon  to  take  the  alarm,— 
his  heart  fmote  him  not, — A  whole  year  had 
almoft  pafled  from  the  firft  commiflion  of  that 
crime,  —  to  the  time  Nathan  was  fent  to 
reprove  him  :  and  we  read  not  once  of  the 
Jeaft  forrow  or  compunction  of  heart  which 
he  teftified  during  all  that  time,  for  what  he 
had  done. 

Thus  Confidence,  this  once  able  monitor,^ 
placed  on  high  as  a  judge  within  us, — and 
intended,  by  our  Maker,  as  a  juft  and  equit¬ 
able  one  too, — by  an  unhappy  train  of  caufes 
and  impediments, — takes  often  fuch  imper¬ 
fect  cognizance  of  what  paflfes,  —  does  its 
office  fo  negligently, — fometimes  fo  corruptly* 
that  it  is  not  to  be  trufted  alone  :  and  there¬ 
fore  we  find,  there  is  a  neceffity,  an  abfolute 
tieceffity,  of  joining  another  principle  with 
it,  to  aid,  if  not  govern,  its  determinations. 

A  A  3  So 
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So  that  if  you  would  form  a  juft  judgment 
of  what  is  of  infinite  importance  to  you  not 
to  be  milled  in,  namely,  in  what  degree  of 
real  merit  you  ftand,  either  as  an  honeft  man, 
—an  ufeful  citizen, — a  faithful  fubiedt  to 
your  king, — or  a  good  fervant  to  your  God- 
call  in  Religion  and  Morality.— Look— What 
is  written  in  the  law  of  God  ? — How  readeit 
thou? — Confult  calm  reafon,  and  the  un¬ 
changeable  obligations  of  juitice  and  truth, 
—What  fay  they  ? 

Let  Confcience  determine  the  matter  upon 
thefe  reports,— and  then,  if  46  thy  heart  con- 
6  demn  thee  not/’ — which  is  the  cafe  the 
Apoftle  fuppofes, — -the  rule  will  be  infallible 
- — 44  Thou  wilt  have  confidence  towards  God  f 
—that  is,  have  juft  grounds  to  believe  the 
judgment  thou  halt  paft  upon  thyfelf,  is  the 
judgment  of  God  ;  and  nothing  elfe  but  an 
anticipation  of  that  righteous  fentence,  which 
will  be  pronounced,  hereafter,  upon  thee  by 
that  Being,  before  whom  thou  art  finally  to 
give  an  account  of  thy  adtions. 

44  Blefifed  is  the  man"  indeed  then,  as  the 
Author  of  the  book  of  Ecclefiafticus  ex- 
preiTes  it,  44  who  is  not  pricked  with  the 
44  multitude  of  his  fins. — Blefted  is  the  man 
44  whofe  heart  hath  not  condemned  him, 
44  and  who  is  not  fallen  from  his  hope  in  the 
H  Lord.  Whether  he  be  rich/'  continues  he, 
44  or  whether  he  be  poor, — if  he  have  a  good 
44  heart”  (a  heart  thus  guided  and  informed) 
u  —He  fhall  at  all  times  rejoice  in  a  cheerful 
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countenance — His  mind  fhall  tell  him  more 
<c  than  feven  watchmen  that  fit  above  upon 
“  a  tower  on  high;” — In  the  darkeft  doubts 
it  fhall  condudt  him  fafer  than  a  thoufand 
Calliilts,  and  give  the  Itate  he  lives  in  a  bet¬ 
ter  fccurity  for  his  behaviour,  than  all  the 
claufes  and  reftrictions  ,put  together,  which 
the  wifdom  of  the  legillature  is  forced  to 
multiply, — forced,  I  lay,  as  things  hand; 
human  laws  being  not  a  matter  of  original 
choice,  but  of  pure  neceffity,  brought  in  to 
fence  ao;ainft  the  mifchevious  effects  of  thole 
Confciences  which  are  no  law  unto  them- 
felves  :  wifely  intending  by  the  many  provff 
lions  made,  That  in  all  fuch  corrupt  or  miff 
guided  cafes,  where  principle  and  the  checks 

of  Conference  will  not  make  us  upright, - - 

to  fupply  their  force,  and  by  the  terrors  of 
jails  and  halters  oblige  us  to  it. 

To  have  the  fear  of  God  before  our  eyes ; 
and,  in  our  mutual  dealings  with  each  other, 
to  govern  our  actions  by  the  eternal  meafures 
of  right  and  wrong: — the  firft  of  thefe  will 
comprehend  the  duties  of  religion :  the  fe- 
cond  thole  of  morality :  which  are  fo  infepa- 
rably  connected  together*  that  you  cannot 
divide  thefe  two  Tables ,  even  in  imagina¬ 
tion  (though  the  attempt  is  often  made  in 
practice),  without  breaking  and  mutually 
deftroying  them  both. 

I  faid  the  attempt  is  often  made  ; — and  fo 
it  is  ; — there  being  nothing  more  common 
than  to  fee  a  man,  who  has  no  fenfe  at  all  of 
religion, — and  indeed  has  fo  much  of  honefty, 
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as  to  pretend  to  none ;  who  would  yet  take 
it  as  the  bittereft  affront,  lhould  you  but  hint 
at  a  fufpicion  of  his  moral  character, —  or 
imagine  he  was  not  confcientioufly  juft  and 
fcrupulous  to  the  uttermoft  mite. 

When  there  is  fome  appearance  that  it  is  fo* 
- — though  one  is  not  willing  even  to  fufpe6t 
the  appearance  of  fo  great  a  virtue,  as  moral 
honelty yet  were  we  to  look  into  the  grounds 
of  it  \n  the  prefent  cafe,  I  am  perfuaded  we 
ihould  find  little  reafon  to  envy  fuch  a  man 
the  honour  of  his  motive. 

*  Let  him  declaim  as  pompoufiy  as  he  can 
on  the  fubjeft,  it  will  be  found  at  lalt  to  reft 
upon  no  better  foundation  than  either  his 
intereft,  his  pride,  his  eafe,  or  fome  fuch  lit¬ 
tle  and  changeable  paffion  as  will  give  us 
but  fmall  dependence  upon  his  actions  in 
matters  of  great  ftrefs. 

O 

Give  me  leave  to  illuftrate  this  by  an  ex¬ 
ample. 

I  know  the  banker  I  deal  with,  or  the 
phyfician  I  ufually  call  in,  to  be  neither  of 
them  men  of  much  religion  :  I  hear  them 
make  a  jell  of  it  every  day,  and  treat  all  its 
finuftions  with  fo  much  fcorn  and  contempt, 
as  to  put  the  matter  paft  doubt.  Well,  not- 
withftanding  this  I  put  my  fortune  into  the 
bands  of  the  one,—  and,  what  is  dearer  ftilt 
to  me,  I  truft  my  life  to  the  honeft  fkill  of 
the  other. — Now,  let  me  examine  what  is  my 
reafon  for  this  great  confidence.- — Why, — -in 
the  firft  place,  I  believe  that  there  is  no  pro¬ 
bability  that  either  of  them  will  employ  the 
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power,  I  put  into  their  hands,  to  my  difad- 
vantage.  I  confider  that  honefty  ferves  the 
purposes  of  this  life, — I  know  their  fuccefs 
in  the  world  depends  upon  the  fairnefs  of 
their  character; — that  they  cannot  hurt  me 
without  hurting  themfelves  more. 

But  put  it  otherwife,  namely,  that  intereft 
lay  for  once  on  the  other  fide. — That  a  cale 
iliould  happen  wherein  the  one  without  Rain 
to  his  reputation,  could  fecrete  my  fortune, 
and  leave  me  naked  in  the  world  : — or  that 
the  other  could  fend  me  out  of  it,  and  enjoy 
an  eftate  by  my  death,  without  difhonour  to 
himfelf  or  his  art — In  this  cafe  what  hold 
have  I  of  either  of  them  ? — Religion,  the 
ftrongeft  of  all  motives,  is  out  of  thequeftion. 
— Intereft,  the  next  molt  powerful  motive  in 
this  world,  is  lironelv  a^ainft  me. — -I  have 
nothing  left  to  call  into  the  fcale  to  balance 

this  temptation. - 1  muft  lie  at  the  mercy 

of  honour, - or  fome  fuch  capricious  prin¬ 
ciple. - Strait  lecurity  !  for  two  of  my  beft 

and  molt  valuable  blelfings, - my  property 

and  my  life  ! 

As  therefore  we  can  have  no  dependence 
upon  morality  without  religion ; — fo  on  the 
other  hand,  there  is  nothing  better  to  be  ex- 

O 

peeled  from  religion  without  morality ;  nor 
can  any  man  be  fuppofed  to  difeharge  his 
duties  to  God,  (whatever  fair  appearances  he 
may  hang  out,  that  he  does  fo,)  if  he  does  not 
pay  as  confcientious  a  regard  to  the  duties 
which  he  owes  his  fellow-creature. 
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This  is  a  point  capable  in  itfelf  of  ftrifi 
demonftration. — Neverthelefs,  'tis  no  rarity 
to  fee  a  man  wliofe  real  moral  merit  hands 
very  low,  who  yet  entertains  the  higheft  no¬ 
tion  of  himfelf,  in  the  light  of  a  devout  and 
religious  man.  He  fhali  not  only  be  covet¬ 
ous,  revengeful,  implacable, —  but  even  wan¬ 
ting  in  points  of  common  honefty. — Yet  be- 
caufe  he  talks  loud  againft  the  infidelity  of 
the  age,— is  zealous  for  fome  points  of  reli¬ 
gion, — goes  twice  a  day  to  church,  attends 
the  facraments,  and  amufes  himfelf  with  a 
few  inftrumental  duties  of  religion, — lhall 
cheat  his  confcience  into  a  judgment  that  for 
this  he  is  a  religious  man,  and  has  difcharged 
faithfully  his  duty  to  God:  and  you  will  find 
that  fucli  a  man,  through  force  of  this  delu- 
fion,  generally  looks  down  with  fpiritual  pride 
upon  every  other  man  who  has  lefs  affecta¬ 
tion  of  piety,  though,  perhaps,  ten  times  more 
moral  honefty  than  himfelf. 

“  This  is  likewife  a  fore  evil  under  the  fun 
and  I  believe  there  is  no  one  miftaken  prin¬ 
ciple  which,  for  its  time,  has  wrought  more 
ferious  mifchiefs.  For  a  general  proof  of 
this,  examine  the  hiftory  of  the  Romifh  church. 
—  See  what  fcenes  of  cruelty,  murders,  ra¬ 
pines,  blood  filed,  have  all  been  fhnCtified  by 
a  religion  not  Itridtly  governed  by  morality. 

In  how  many  kingdoms  of  the  world*  has 
the  crufadins  lword  of  this  mi  Guided  Saint- 

o  o 

Lrrant  fpared  neither  age,  or  merit,  or  fex* 
or  condition  ! — And,  as  he  fought  under  the 
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banners  of  a  religion,  which  fet  him  loofe 
from  juftice  and  humanity, — he  fhewed  none, 
— mercilefsly  trampled  upon  both,  heard 
neither  the  cries  of  the  unfortunate,  nor  pitied 
their  diftrelfes. 

If  the  teftimony  of  paft  centuries  in  this 
matter  is  not  fufficient, — conlider  at  this  in  * 
ft  ant,  how  the  votaries  of  that  religion  are 
every  day  thinking  to  do  fervice  and  honour 
to  God,  by  actions  which  are  difhonour  and 
fcandal  to  themfelves. 

To  be  convinced  of  this,  go  with  me  for 
a  moment  into  the  prifons  of  the  inquifition. 
Behold  Religion  with  mercy  and  juftice  chain’d 
down  under  her  feet, — there  fitting  ghaftly 
upon  a  black  tribunal,  propp’d  up  Avith  racks 
and  inftruments  of  torment. — Hark  ! — What 
a  piteous  groan  ! — See  the  melancholy  wretch 
who  utter’d  it,  juft  brought  forth  to  undergo 
the  anguifh  of  a  mock-trial,  and  endure  the 
utmoft  pains  that  a  ftudied  fyftem  of  religious 
cruelty  has  been  able  to  invent.  Behold  this 
helplefs  victim  delivered  up  to  his  tormentors. 
His  body  fo  wafted  with  forrow  and  long 
confinement,  you  11  fee  every  nerve  and  muf- 
cle  as  it  fuffers. — Obferve  the  laft  movement 
of  that  horrid  engine. — What  convullions  it 
has  thrown  him  into.  Conlider  the  nature 
the  pofture  in  which  he  now  lies  ftretch’d. — « 
What  exquiftte  torture  he  endures  by  it.-  -Tis 

all  nature  can  bear. - Good  God  !  fee  how 

it  keeps  his  weary  foul  hanging  upon  his 
trembling  lips,  willing  to  take  its  leave,— but 
not  buffered  to  depart.  Behold  the  unhappy 

wretch 
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wretch  led  back  to  his  cell, — dragged  out  of 
it  again  to  meet  the  flames, — and  the  infults 
in  his  laft  agonies,  which  this  principle — this 
principle  that  there  can  be  religion  without 
morality,  has  prepared  for  him. 

The  fureft  way  to  try  the  merit  of  any  dis¬ 
puted  notion,— is  to  trace  down  the  conifer 
quences  fuch  a  notion  has  produced,  and 
compare  them  with  the  fpirit  of  Chriftianity. 
—  Tis  the  Ihort  and  decifive  rule,  which  our 
Saviour  has  left  for  thefe  and  fuch  like  cafes, 
- — and  is  worth  a  thoufand  arguments. — 66  By 

Cj 

“  their  fruits/'  fays  he,  “  ye  fliall  know  them/ 

Thus  religion  and  morality,  like  faft  friends 
and  natural  allies,  can  never  be  let  at  vari¬ 
ance,  without  the  mutual  ruin  and  difhonour 
of  them  both; — and  whoever  goes  about  this 
unfriendly  office,  is  no  well- wi flier  to  either, 
— arid  whatever  he  pretends,  he  deceives  his 
own  heart,  and,  I  fear,  his  morality,  as  well 
as  his  religion,  will  be  vain. 

I  will  add  no  farther  to  the  length  of  this 
difcourfe,  than  by  two  or  three  fhort  and 
independent  rules,  deducible  from  what  has 
been  faid. 

lit,  Whenever  a  man  talks  loudly  againft 
religion,  always  fufpeht  that  it  is  not  his  rea- 
fon,  but  his  paflions  which  have  got  the 
better  of  his  creed. — A  bad  life  and  a  good 
belief  are  difagreeable  and  troubiefome  neigh¬ 
bours,  and  where  they  feparate,  depend  upon 
it,  'tis  for  no  other  caufe  but  quietnefs  fake. 

2dly,  When  a  man  thus  reprefented,  tells 
you  in  any  particular  inftance,  that  fuch  a 
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tiling  goes  againjl  his  confcience, — always 
believe  he  means  exactly  the  fame  thing  as 
when  he  tells  you  luch  a  thing  goes  againft 
his  ftomach, — a  prelent  want  of  appetite 
being  generally  the  true  caufe  of  both. 

In  a  word, — truft  that  man  in  nothing,— 
who  has  not  a  confcience  in  every  thing. 

And  in  your  own  cafe  remember  this  plain 
diftincfion,  a  miftake  which  has  ruin'd  thou- 
lands — That  your  confcience  is  not  a  law;— 
no, — God  and  reafon  made  the  law,  and  has 
placed  Confcience  within  you  to  determine, 

- — not  like  an  Afiatic  Cacti ,  according  to  the 
ebbs  and  flows  of  his  own  paffions ;  but  like 
a  BritiJIi  judge  in  this  land  of  liberty,  who 
makes  no  new  law, — but  faithfully  declares 
that  glorious  law  which  he  finds  already 
written, 
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TEMPORAL  ADVANTAGES  OF  RELIGION# 


:  ,  PROVERBS,  III.  17. 

Her  ways  are  ways  of  pleafantnefs,  and  all  ter  paths  are  peace. 

THERE  are  two  opinions  which  the  incon- 
fiderate  are  apt  to  take  upon  truft. — The  firft 
is — a  vicious  life,  is  a  life  of  liberty,  picafure, 
and  happy  advantages. — The  fecond  is — and 
which  is  the  converfe  of  the  firft — that  a  re¬ 
ligious  life  is  a  fervile  and  rnoft  uncomfortable 
ftate. 

■  -  &  ' 

The  firft  breach  which  the  devil  made  upon 
human  innocence,  was  by  the  help  of  the  firft 
of  thefe  fuggeftions,  when  he  told  Eve,  that 
by  eating  of  the  tree  of  knowledge,  fhe  fhould 
be  as  God,  that  is,  fhe  fhould  reap  fome  high 
and  Arrange  felicity  from  doing  what  was  for¬ 
bidden  her. — But  I  need  not  repeat  the  fuc- 
cefs — Eve  learnt  the  difference  between  good 
and  evil  by  her  tranfgreffion,  which  fhe  knew 
not  before — but  then  fhe  fatally  learnt  at  the 
fame  time,  that  the  difference  was  only  this 
• — that,  good  is  that  which  can  only  give  the 
mind  pleafure  and  comfort — -and  that  evil  is 
that,  which  muft  neceffarily  be  attended 
fooner  or  later  with  fhame  and  forrow. 

As  the  deceiver  of  mankind  thus  began  his 
triumph  over  our  race — lb  has  he  carried  it 

Oil 
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on  ever  fince  bv  the  very  fame  argument  of 
delufion. — That  is,  by  poffefling  men's  minds 
early  with  great  expectations  of  tire  prefen fc 
incomes  of  fin, — making  them  dream  of 
wondrous  gratifications  they  are  to  feel  in 
following  their  appetites  in  a  forbidden  way 
— making  them  fancy,  that  their  own  grapes 
yield  not  fo  delicious  a  tafte  as  their  neigh¬ 
bour's,  and  that  they  fliall  quench  their 
thirft  with  more  pleafure  at  his  fountain, 
than  at  their  own.  This  is  the  opinion 
which  at  firft  too  generally  prevails  — till 
experience  and  proper  leafons  of  reflection 
make  us  all  at  one  time  or  other  confefs — 
that  our  counfellor  has  been  (as  from  the 
beginning)  an  impoftor — and  that  inltead  of 
fulfilling  thefe  hopes  of  gain  and  fweetnefs 
in  what  is  forbidden —  that,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  every  unlawful  enjoyment  leads  only 
to  bitternefs  and  lofs. 

The  fecond  opinion,  or,  That  a  religious 
life  is  a  fervile  and  uncomfortable  ftate, 
lias  proved  a  no  lefs  fatal  and  capital  falfe 
principle  in  the  conduct  of  unexperience 
through  life — the  foundation  of  Hfhich  mil- 
take  arifing  chiefly  from  this  previous  wrong- 
judgment — that  true  happinefs  and  freedom 
lye  in  a  man's  always  following  his  own 
humour — that  to  live  by  moderate  and  pre- 
fcribed  rules,  is  to  live  without  joy — that  not 
to  profecute  our  paffions  is  to  lie  cowards^ — 
and  to  forego  every  thing  for  the  tedious 
diltance  of  a  future  life, 

Was  it  true,  that  a  virtuous  man  could 
have  no  pleafure  but  what  fliould  arife  from 

that 
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that  remote  profpect — I  own  we  are  by  na¬ 
ture  fo  goaded  on  by  the  dcfire  of  prelent 
liappinefs,  that  was  that  the  cafe,  thoufands 
would  faint  under  the  difcouragement  of  fo 
remote  an  expectation. — But  in  the  mean 
time  the  Scriptures  give  us  a  very  different 
profpeCt  of  this  matter. — There  we  are  told 
that  the  fervice  of  God  is  true  liberty — that 
the  yoke  of  Chriftianity  is  eafy,  in  compa- 
rifon  of  that  yoke  which  mult  be  brought 
upon  us  by  any  other  fyitein  of  living, — and 
the  text  tells  of  wifdom — by  which  he  means 

* 

Religion,  that  it  has  pleafantnefs  in  its  way, 

as  well  as  glory  in  its  end — that  it  will  bring 

us  peace  and  joy,  fuch  as  the  world  cannot 

give. —  So  that  upon  examining  the  truth  of 

this  affertion,  we  Hi  all  be  fet  right  in  this 

.error,  by  feeing  that  a  religious  man’s  happi- 

nefs  does  not  ltand  at  fo  tedious  a  diltance — 

but  is  fo  prefen t,  and  indeed  fo  infeparable 

from  him,  as  to  be  felt  and  tailed  every  hour 

—and  of  this  even  the  vicious  can  hardly  be 

%/ 

infenlible,  from  what  he  may  perceive  to 
fpring  up  in  his  mind,  from  any  cafual  act  of 
virtue.  And  though  it  is  a  pleafure  that 
properly  belongs  to  the  good— yet  let  any 
one  try  the  experiment,  and  he  will  fee  what 
is  meant  by  that  moral  delight  arifing  from 
tiie  confcience  of  well-doing.— Let  him  but 
refrelh  the  bowels  of  the  needy — let  him 
comfort  the  broken-hearted — or  check  an 
appetite,  or  overcome  a  temptation— or  re¬ 
ceive  an  affront  with  temper  and  meeknefs- 


and  he  fnall  find  the  tacit  praife  of  what 
he  has  done,  darting  through  his  mind,  accoim 

panied 
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panied  with  a  fincere  pleafure — confcience 
playing  the  monitor  even  to  the  loofe  and 
molt  inconfiderate*  in  their  molt  cafual  adits 
of  well-doing,  and  is,  like  a  voice  whif- 
pering  behind  and  faying — this  is  the  way 
of  plealantnefs, — this  is  the  path  of  peace — 
walk  in  it.— 

But  to  do  further  juftice  to  the  text,  we 
muft  look  beyond  this  inward  recompence 
which  is  always  infeparable  from  virtue,— 
and  take  a  view  of  the  outward  advantages, 
which  are  as  infeparable  from  it,  and  which 
the  apoltle  particularly  refers  to,  when  "tis 
faid,  Godlinefs  has  the  promife  of  this  life,  as 
wrell  as  that  which  is  to  come — and  in  this 
argument  it  is,  that  religion  appears  in  all  its 
glory  and  ftrength — unanfwerable  in  all  its 
obligations— that  befides  the  principal  work 
which  it  does  for  us  in  fecuring  our  future 
well-being  in  the  other  world,  it  is  like  wife 
the  moft  effectual  means  to  promote  our  pre- 
fent — and  that  not  only  morally ,  upon  ac« 
count  of  that  reward  which  virtuous  actions 
do  entitle  a  man  unto  from  a  juft  and  a  wife 
Providence, — but  by  a  natural  tendency  in 
themfelves,  vrhich  the  duties  of  religion  have 
to  procure  us  riches,  health,  reputation,  credit, 
and  all  thole  things,  wherein  our  temporal 
happinefs  is  thought  to  conlift,  and  this  not 
only  in  promoting  the  well-being  of  particular 
perfons,  but  of  public  communities  and  of 
mankind  in  general, — agreeable  to  what  the 
wife  man  has  left  us  on  record,  that  righteouf- 
nefs  exalteth  a  nation: — infomuch,  that  could 
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we,  in  confidering  this  argument,  fuppofe  our- 
felves  to  be  in  a  capacity  of  expoftulating 
with  God,  concerning  the  terms  upon  which 
we  would  fubmit  to  his  government,* — and  to 
chufe  the  laws  ourfeives  which  we  would  be 
bound  to  obferve,  it  would  be  impoffible  for 
the  wit  of  man  to  frame  any  other  propofals, 
which  upon  all  accounts  would  be  more  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  our  own  interefts  than  thole 
very  conditions  to  which  we  are  obliged  by 
the  rules  of  religion  and  virtue. — And  in  this 
does  the  reafonablefs  of  Chriftianity,  and  the 
beauty  and  wifdom  of  Providence,  appear 
moft  eminently  towards  mankind,  in  govern¬ 
ing  us  by  fuch  laws  as  do  moil  apparently 
tend  to  make  us  happy, —and  in  a  word,  in 
making  that  (in  his  mercy)  to  be  our  duty, 
which  in  his  wifdom  he  knows  to  be  our  in- 
tereft, — that  is  to  fay,  what  is  molt  conducive 
'to  the  eafe  and  comfort  of  our  mind, — the 
health  and  ftrength  of  our  body, — the  honour 
and  profperity  of  our  Hate  and  condition, — 
the  friendfhip  and  good-will  of  our  fellow- 
creatures; — to  the  attainment  of  all  which, 
no  more  effectual  means  can  poffibly  be  made 
life  of,  than  that  plain  direction, — to  lead  an 
uijcorrupted  life,  and  to  do  the  thing  which  is 
right,  to  ufe  no  deceit  in  our  tongue,  nor  do 
evil  to  our  neighbour. 

For  the  better  imprinting  of  which  truth  in 
your  memories,  give  me  leave  to  offer  a  few 
things  to  your  confederation. 

The  firft  is,— that  juftice  and  honefty  con¬ 
tribute  very  much  towards  all  the  faculties 
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of  the  mind :  I  mean,  that  it  clears  lip  the 
underftanding  from  that  mift,  which  dark  and 
crooked  defigns  are  apt  to  raife  in  it, — and 
that  it  keeps  up  a  regularity  in  the  affeitions, 
by  fu  fife  ring  no  lulls  or  by-ends  to  d  iforder 
them. — That  it  likewife  preferves  the  mind 
from  ail  damps  of  grief  and  melancholy, 
which  are  the  lure  confequences  of  unjuft  ac¬ 
tions  ;  and  that  by  fuch  an  improvement  of 
the  faculties,  it  makes  a  man  fo  much  the 
abler  to  difcern,  and  fo  much  the  more  cheer¬ 
ful,  active,  and  diligent  to  mind  his  bulinefs\ 

- — Light  is  fown  for  the  righteous,  fays  the 
prophet,  and  gladnefs  for  the  upright  in  heart. 

Secondly,  let  it  be  obferved, — that  in  the 
continuance  and  courfe  of  a  virtuous  man's 
affairs,  there  is  little  probability  of  his  falling 
into  confiderable  difappointments  or  calami¬ 
ties  not  only  becaufe  guarded  by  the  pro¬ 
vidence  of  God,  but  that  honefty  is  in  its  own. 
nature  the  freeft  from  danger. 

Firft,  becaufe  fuch  a  one  lays  no  projects, 
which  it  is  the  intereft  of  another  to  blaft, 
and  therefore  needs  no  indirect  methods  or 
deceitful  practices  to  fecure  his  intereft  by 
undermining  others, — The  paths  of  virtue  are 
plain  and  ftraight,  fo  that  the  blind,  perfons 
of  the  meaneft  capacity,  (hall  not  err. — Diff 
honefty  requires  ikill  to  conduit  it,  and  as 
great  art  to  conceal— what  'tis  every  one's 
intereft  to  deteit.  And  I  think  I  need  not 
remind  you  how  oft  it  happens  in  attempts 
of  this  kind — where  worldly  men,  in  hafte  to 
be  rich,  have  over-run  the  only  means  to  it, — 
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and  for  want  of  laying  their  contrivances  with 
proper  cunning,  or  managing  them  with  pro¬ 
per  fecrecy  and  advantage,  have  loft  for  ever 
what  they  might  have  certainly  fecured  by  ho- 
nefty  and  plain-dealing. — The  general  caufes 
of  the  difappointments  in  their  bufmefs,  or  of 
unhappinefs  in  their  lives,  lying  but  too  mani- 
feftly  m  their  own  difbrderly  paffions,  which 
by  attempting  to  carry  them  a  fhorter  way  to 
riches  and  honour,  difappoint  them  of  both 
for  ever,  and  make  plain  their  ruin  is  from 
themlelves,  and  that  they  eat  the  fruits  which 
their  own  hands  have  watered  and  ripened. 

Confider,  in  the  third  place,  that  as  the  re¬ 
ligious  and  moral  man  (one  of  which  he  can¬ 
not  be  without  the  other)  not  only  takes  the 
fureft  courfe  for  fuccels  in  his  affairs,  but 
is  difpofed  to  procure  a  help,  which  never 
enters  into  the  thoughts  of  a  wicked  one;  for 

*  ^  ^  Cj 

being  confcious  of  upright  intentions,  he  can 
look  towards  heaven,  and  with  fome  affurance 
recommend  his  affairs  to  God  s  blejling  and 
direction;-— whereas  the  fraudulent  and  dif- 
honeft  man  dares  not  call  for  God’s  blefting 
upon  his  defigns,— or  if  he  does,  he  knows  it 
is  in  vain  to  expedt  it.-- Now  a  man  who  be¬ 
lieves  that  he  has  God  on  his  tide,  acts  with 
another  fort  of  life  and  courage,  than  he  who 
knows  he  ftands  alone; — like  Eiau,  with  his 
hand  againft  every  man,  and  every  man’s 
hand  againft  his. 

The  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  upon  the  righteous, 
and  his  ears  are  open  to  their  cry,  but  the  face 
of  the  Lord  is  againft  them  that  do  evil. 

Confider* 
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Confider,  in  the  fourth  place,  that  in  all 
good  ii'ovcniments  who  underhand  their  own 
intereft,  the  upright  and  honeft  man  hands 
much  fairer  for  preferment,  and  much  more 
likely  to  be  employed  in  all  things  when  fide¬ 
lity  is  wanted: — for  all  men,  however  the  cafe 
hands  with  themfelves,  they  love  at  leah  to 
find  honeity  in  thofe  they  truh ;  nor  is  there 
any  ufage  we  more  hardly  digeh,  than  that  of 
being  outwitted  and  deceived. — This  is  fo  true 
an  obfervation,  that  the  greateh  knaves  have 
no  other  way  to  get  into  bufinefs,  but  by  coun¬ 
terfeiting  honehy,  and  pretending  to  be  what 
they  are  not;  and  when  the  impohure  is  difco- 
vered,  as  it  is  a  thoufand  to  one  but  it  will,  I 
have  juh  faid,  what  muh  be  the  certain  confe- 
quence: — for  when  fuch  a  one  falls, — he  has 
none  to  help  him,  fo  he  feldom  rifes  again. 

This  brings  us  to  a  fifth  particular,  in  vindi¬ 
cation  of  the  text, — That  a  virtuous  man  has 
this  ftrong  advantage  on  his  fide  (the  reverfe  of 
the  laft),  that  the  more  and  the  longer  he  is 
known,  fo  much  the  better  he  is  loved,  fo 
much  the  more  trufted; — fo  that  his  reputa¬ 
tion  and  his  fortune  have  a  gradual  increafe: 
— and  if  calamities  or  crofs  accidents  lhould 
bear  him  down, — (as  no  one  Itands  out  of  their 
reach  in  this  world)— if  he  fhould  fall,  who 
would  not  pity  his  diftrefs, — who  would  not 
ft  retch  forth  his  hand  to  raife  him  from  the 
ground  P — wherever  there  was  virtue,  he  might 
expebt  to  meet  a  friend  and  brother. — And 
this  is  not  merely  fpeculation,  but  fact,  con¬ 
firmed  by  numberlefs  examples  in  life,  of  men 
,  '  n  b  3  falling 
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falling  into  misfortunes,  whofe  character  and 
tried  probity  have  raifed  them  helps,  and 
bore  them  up,  when  every  other  help  has  for- 
fook  them. 

Laftly,  to  fum  up  the  account  of  the  tem¬ 
poral  advantages  which  probity  has  on  its  fide, 
—let  us  not  forget  that  greateft  of  all  happi- 
nefs,  which  the  text  refers  to — in  the  expref- 
fion  of  all  its  paths  being  peace,  peace  and 
content  of  mind,  arifing  from  the  confcioufnefs 
of  virtue,  which  is  the  true  and  only  founda¬ 
tion  of  all  earthly  fatisfaction ;  and  where  that 
is  wanting,  whatever  other  enjoyments  you 
bellow  upon  a  wicked  man,  they  will  as  foon 
add  a  cubit  to  his  ftature  as  to  his  happinefs, 

- — In  the  midft  of  the  higheft  entertainments, 
—this,  like  the  hand-writing  upon  the  wall, 
will  be  enough  to  fpoil  and  difrelifh  the  feaft ; 
but  much  more  fo,  when  the  tumult  and  hurry 
of  delight  is  over, — when  all  is  ftill  and  filent, 
when  the  finner  has  nothing  to  do  but  attend 
its  lallres  and  remorfes;— and  this,  in  fpite  of 
all  the  common  arts  of  diverlion,  will  be  often 
the  cafe  of  every  wicked  man; — for  we  can¬ 
not  live  always  upon  the  ftretch; — our  facul¬ 
ties  will  not  bear  conftant  pleafure  any  more 
than  conftant  pain; — there  will  be  fome  va¬ 
cancies  ;  and  when  there  are,  they  will  be  fure 
to  be  filled  with  uncomfortable  thoughts  and 
black  reflections. — So  that,  letting  alide  the 
great  after-reckoning,  the  pleafures  of  the 
wicked  are  overbought,  even  in  this  world.— 
I  conclude  with  one  obfervation  upon  the 
whole  of  this  argument,  which  is  this. — 

Not  with- 
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Notwithstanding  the  great  force  with  which 
it  has  been  often  urged  by  good  writers,  there 
are  many  cafes  which  it  may  not  reach,  where¬ 
in  vicious  men  may  feem  to  enjoy  their  portion 
of  this  life,  and  live  as  happy,  and  fall  into 
as  few  troubles  as  other  men; — and  therefore 
it  is  prudent  not  to  lay  more  ftrefs  upon  this 
argument  than  it  will  bear :  —  but  always 
remember  to  call  in  to  our  aid,  that  great  and 
more  unanfwerable  argument,  which  will  an- 
fwer  the  moft  doubtful  cafes  which  can  be 
Hated,— and  that  is,  certainty  of  a  future  life, 
which  Chriftianity  has  brought  to  light. 
However  men  may  differ  in  their  opinions  of 
the  ufefulnefs  of  virtue  for  our  prefent  pur- 
pofes,  no  one  was  ever  fo  abfurd  as  to  deny 
it  ferved  our  belt  and  our  laft  intereft, — when 
the  little  interefts  of  this  life  were  at  an  end  : 
— upon  which  confideration  we  thou  Id  always 
lay  the  great  weight  which  it  is  fitteft  to  bear, 
as  the  Itrongeft  appeal,  and  molt  unchange¬ 
able  motive  that  can  govern  our  actions  at  all 
times. — However,  as  every  good  argument 
on  the  fide  of  religion  llxould  in  proper  times 
be  made  ufe  of,— it  is  fit  fometimes  to  ex¬ 
amine  this, — by  proving  virtue  is  not  even 
deltitute  of  a  prelent  reward, — but  carries 
in  her  hand  a  fufficient  recompence  for 
all  the  felf-denials  Hie  may  occafion  : — fhe 
is  pleafant  in  the  way,  as  well  as  in  the 
end ; — her  wa}rs  being  ways  of  pleafantnefs, 
arid  all  her  paths  peace.  —  But  it  is  her 
greatefl  and  molt  diftinguillied  glory, —that 
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peace  at  the  laft ;  and  this  is  a  portion  fhe 
can  never  be  difinherited  of,  —  which  may 
God  of  his  mercy  grant  us  all*  for  the  fake 
of  Jefus  Chrift, 
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Phillippians,  iii.  20. 


Why,  the  only  effect  would  be,  that  the  fat  Glutton  wou’d 
stare  awhile  upon  the  Preacher,  and  in  a  few  minutes  fall 
fast  asleep. 
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philip.  in.  20.  iftPart. 

For  our  converfation  is  in  Heaven. 


These  words  are  the  conclufion  of  the 
accounts  which  St.  Paul  renders  of  himfelf, 
to  juftify  that  particular  part  of  his  conduit 
and  proceeding,  —  his  leaving  fo  llrangely, 
and  deferting  his  Jewifli  rites  and  ceremonies, 
to  which  he  was  known  to  have  been  formerly 
fo  much  attached,  and  in  defence  of  which 
he  had  been  fo  warmly  and  fo  remarkably 
engaged.  This,  as  it  had  been  matter  of  pro¬ 
vocation  againlt  him  amongit  his  own  coun¬ 
trymen  the  Jews,  fo  was  it  no  lefs  an  occafion 
of  furprife  to  the  Gentiles  that  a  perfon  of 
his  great  character,  intereft,  and  reputation, 
one  who  was  defeended  from  a  tribe  of  Ifrael, 
deeply  fkilled  in  the  profeffions,  and  zealous 
in  the  “  obfervances  of  the  ftraitelt  feet  of  that 
M  religion  f  who  had  their  tenets  inftilled  in¬ 
to  him  from  his  tender  years,  under  the 
jnftitution  of  the  ableft  mailers ;  —  a 

Pharifee  himfelf, - -the  fon  of  a  Pharifee, 

and  brought  up  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel,  one 
that  was  fo  deeply  interefted,  and  an  accel- 
fary  in  the  perlecution  of  another  religion, 
jull  then  newly  come  up; — a  religion  to 
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which  his  whole  fe6l,  as  well  as  himfelf,  had 
been  always  the  bittereft  and  molt  inveterate 
enemies,  and  were  conftantly  upbraided  as 
fuch  by  the  hrft  founder  of  it ; — that  a  perfon 
fo  belet  and  hemirfd  in  with  interefts  and 
prejudices  on  all  fides,  fliould  after  all  turn 
profelyte  to  the  very  religion  lie  had  hated  ! — 
a  religion  too,  under  the  molt  univerfal  con¬ 
tempt  of  any  then  in  the  world, — the  chiefs 
and  leaders  of  it  men  of  the  loweft  birth  and 
education,  without  any  advantages  of  parts 
or  learning,  or  other  endowments  to  recom¬ 
mend  them  : — that  he  fhould  quit  and  aban¬ 
don  all  his  former  privileges,  to  become 
merely  a  fellow-labourer  with  thefe, —  that 
he  fliould  give  up  the  reputation  he  had  ac¬ 
quired  amongft  his  brethren  by  the  ftudy  and 
labours  of  a  whole  life  ; — that  he  fliould  give 
up  his  friends, — his  relations  and  family, 
from  whom  he  eitranged  and  banifhed  him¬ 
felf  for  life; — this  was  an  event  fo  very  ex¬ 
traordinary,  fo  odd  and  unaccountable, — 
that  it  might  well  confound  the  minds  of 
men  to  anfwer  for  it.—  It  was  not  to  be  ac¬ 
counted  for  upon  the  common  rules  and 

meafures  of  proceeding  in  human  life. - 

The  apoftle,  therefore,  fince  no  one  elfe 
could  do  it  fo  well  for  him,  comes  in  this 
chapter,  to  give  an  explanation  why  he  had 
thus  forfaken  fo  many  worldly  advantages, — 
which  was  owing;  to  a  greater  and  more  un- 
conquerable  affection  to  a  better  and  more 
valuable  intereft,  that  in  the  poor  perfecuted 
faith, — which  he  had  once  reproached  and 
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deftroyed, — he  had  now  found  fucli  a  fulnefs 
of  divine  grace, — fuch  unfathomable  depths 
of  God's  infinite  mercy  and  love  towards 
mankind,  that  he  could  think  nothing  too 
much  to  part  with  in  order  to  his  embracing 
Chriftianity; — nay,  he  accounted  all  things 
but  lofs,— ~ that  is,  lefs  than  nothing,  for  the 
excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

The  Apoftle,  after  this  apology  for  him- 
felf,  proceeds,  in  the  fecond  verfe  before  the 
text,  to  give  a  very  different  reprefentation 
of  the  worldly  views  and  fenfual  principles 
of  other  pretending  teachers, — who  had  fet 
themfelves  up  as  an  example  for  men  to 
walk  by,  againft  whom  he  renews  this  cau¬ 
tion  : — For  many  walk,  of  whom  I  have  told 
you  often,  and  now  tell  you  even  weeping, 
that  they  are  the  enemies  to  the  crofs  of 
Chrift, — whole  end  is  deftrudtion,  whole  God 
is  their  belly,  and  whole  glory  is  in  their 
fliame,  who  mind  earthly  things, — (frguvxvleg, — 
relilh  them,  making  them  the  only  objedt  of 
their  willies,  taking  aim  at  nothing  better, 
and  nothing  higher, — but  our  converfation, 
fays  he  in  the  text,  is  in  heaven.  We  Chrift 
tians,  who  have  embraced  aperfecuted  faith, 
are  governed  by  other  conliderations, — have 
greater  and  nobler  views  ;  here  we  conlider 
ourfelves  only  as  pilgrims  and  ftrangers.™ 
Our  home  is  in  another  country,  where  we 
are  continually  tending  ;  there  our  hearts  and 
affections  are  placed  ;  and  when  the  few  days 
of  our  pilgrimage  fhall  be  over,  there  fliall 
we  return*  where  a  quiet  habitation  and  a 
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perpetual  reft  is  defigned  and  prepared  for 
us  for  ever. — Our  converfation  is  in  heaven, 
from  whence,  fays  he,  we  alfo  look  for  the 
Saviour,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  fliall 
change  our  vile  body,  that  it  may  be  fafhion- 
ed  like  unto  his  glorious  body,  according  to 
the  working  whereby  he  is  able  to  lubdue  all 
things  unto  him. —  It  is  obfcrvable,  that  St.  Pe¬ 
ter  reprefents  the  ftate  of  Chriftians  under 
the  fame  image,  of  ftrangers  on  earth,  whole 
city  and  proper  home  is  heaven  : — he  makes 
ufe  of  that  relation  of  citizens  of  heaven,  as 
a  ftrong  argument  for  a  pure  and  holy  life, — - 
befeeching  them  as  pilgrims  and  ftrangers 
here’,  as  men  whole  interefts  and  connections 
are  of  ft)  Ih ort  a  date,  and  fo  trifling  a  na¬ 
ture, — to  abftain  from  fleflily  lufts,  which 
war  againft  the  foul,  that  is,  unfit  it  for  its 
heavenly  country,  and  give  it  a  difrelifli  to 
the  enjoyment  of  that  pure  and  fpiritualized 
happinefs,  of  which  that  religion  mutt  confift, 
wherein  there  fliall  in  no  wife  enter  any  thing 
that  defdeth,  neither  whatfoever  worketh 
abomination. — The  Apoftle  tells  us,  that 
without  holinefs  no  man  fliall  lee  God by 
which  no  doubt  he  means,  that  a  virtuous 
life  is  the  only  medium  of  happinefs  and 
terms  of  falvation,  which  can  only  give  us 
admiffion  into  heaven.— But  fome  of  our 
divines  carry  the  aflertion  further,  that  with¬ 
out  holinefs,— without  fome  previous  fimili- 
tude  wrought  in  the  faculties  of  the  mind, 

O  ^ 

correfponding  with  the  nature  of  the  pureft 
of  beings,  who  is  to  be  the  object  of  our  frui- 
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lion  hereafter ; — that  it  is  not  morally  only, 
but  phyflcally  impoffible  for  it  to  be  happy, 
— and  that  an  impure  and  polluted  foul  is 
not  only  unworthy  of  fo  pure  a  prefence  as 
the  fpirit  of  God,  but  even  incapable  of  en¬ 
joying  it,  could  it  be  admitted. 

And  here,  not  to  feign  a  long  hypothefis, 
as  fome  have  done,  of  a  linners  being  admit¬ 
ted  into  heaven,  with  a  particular  defcription 
of  his  condition  and  behaviour  there,— we 
need  only  conlider,  that  the  fupreme  good, 
like  any  other  good,  is  of  a  relative  nature, 
and  confequently  the  enjoyment  of  it  mult 
require  fome  qualification  in  the  faculty,  as 
well  as  the  enjoyment  of  any  other  good  does; 
— there  mult  be  fomething  antecedent  in  the 
difpolition  and  temper,  which  will  render  that 
good  a  wod  to  that  individual, — other  wile 
though  (it  is  true)  it  may  be  poffeifed, — yet 
it  never  can  be  enjoyed. - 

Preach  to  a  voluptuous  epicure,  who 
knows  of  no  other  happinefs  in  this  world  but 
what  arifes  from  good  eating  and  drinking; — 
fuch  a  one,  in  the  Apoltle’s  language,  whole 
God  was  his  belly  ; — preach  to  him  of  the 
abltrabtions  of  the  foul,  tell  of  its  flights,  and 
brilker  motion  in  the  pure  regions  of  immen¬ 
sity  ; — re  prefen  t  to  him  that  faints  and  angels 
eat  not, — but  that  the  fpirit  of  a  man  lives  for 
ever  upon  wifdom  and  holinefs,  and  heavenly 
contemplations  : — why,  the  only  eftebt  would 
be,  that  the  fat  glutton  would  flare  a  while 
upon  the  preacher,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
fall  fait  afleep. — No;  if  you  would  catch  his 
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attention,  and  make  him  take  in  your  dif- 
courfe  greedily, — you  muft  preach  to  him 
out  of  the  Alcoran, — talk  of  the  raptures  of 
fenfual  enjoyments,  and  of  the  pleafures  of 
the  perpetual  feafting,  which  Mahomet  has 
defcribed  ;  —  there  you  touch  upon  a  note 
which  awakens  and  links  into  the  inmoft  re- 
celfes  of  his  foul ; — without  which,  difcourfe 
as  wifely  and  abftracledly  as  you  will  of 
heaven,  your  reprefentations  of  it,  however 
glorious  and  exalted,  will  pafs  like  the  fongs 
of  melody  over  an  ear  incapable  of  difcern- 
ing  the  diftinbtion  of  founds. 

We  fee,  even  in  the  common  intercourfes 
of  fociety, — how  tedious  it  is  to  be  in  the 
company  of  a  perfon  whole  humour  is  dif- 
agreeable  to  our  own,  though  perhaps  in  all 
other  refpefts  of  the  greateft  worth  and  ex¬ 
cellency. — How  then  can  we  imagine  that  an 
ill-difpofed  foul,  whofe  converfation  never 
reached  to  heaven,  but  whofe  appetites  and 
defires,  to  the  lall  hour,  have  grovelfd  upon 
this  unclean  fpot  of  earth ; — how  can  we  ima¬ 
gine  it  fhould  hereafter  take  pleafure  in  God, 
or  be  able  to  tafte  joy  or  fatisfadtion  from  his 
prefence,  who  is  fo  infinitely  pure  that  he  even 
putteth  no  truft  in  his  faints, — nor  are  the 
heavens  themfelves  (as  Job  fays)  clean  in  his 
fight  ? — The  confideration  of  this  has  led 
fome  waiters  fo  far  as  to  fay,  with  fome  degree 
of  irreverence  in  the  expreffion, — that  it  was 
not  in  the  power  of  God  to  make  a  wicked 
man  happy,  if  the  foul  was  feparated  from 
the  bodv,  with  all  its.  vicious  habits  and  in- 
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clinations  unreformed  ;  —  which  thought  a 
very  able  divine  in  our  church  has  purfued 
fo  far  as  to  declare  his  belief, —  that  could 
the  happieft  manhon  in  heaven  be  fuppofed 
to  be  allotted  to  a  grofs  and  polluted  fpirit, 
it  would  be  fo  far  from  being  happy  in  it, 
that  it  would  do  penance  there  to  all  eternity  : 

- — by  which  he  meant,  it  would  carry  fuch 
appetites  along  with  it,  for  which  there  could 
be  found  no  fuitable  objects. — A  fufficient 
caufe  for  conitant  torment ; — for  thofe  that 
it  found  there  would  be  fo  difproportioned^ 
that  they  would  rather  vex  and  upbraid  it, 
than  fatisfy  its  wants. — This,  it  is  true,  is 
mere  fpeculation, — and  what  concerns  us  not 
to  know ; — it  being  enough  for  our  purpofe, 
that  fuch  an  experiment  is  never  likely  to  be 
tried, — that  we  Hand  upon  different  terms 
with  God, — that  a  virtuous  life  is  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  all  our  happinefs, — that  as  God  has 
no  pleafure  in  wickednefs,  neither  fhall  anv 
evil  d  well  with  him  and  that,  if  we  expect 
our  happinefs  to  be  in  heaven,  we  muit  have 
our  converfation  in  heaven,  whillt  upon  earth, 
make  it  the  frequent  fubjeCl  of  our  thoughts 
and  meditations,  let  every  ftep  we  take  tend 
that  way, — every  action  of  our  lives  be  con¬ 
ducted  by  that  great  mark  of  the  prize  of 
our  high  calling,  forgetting  thofe  things  which 
are  behind; — forgetting  this  world, — difen- 
gaging  our  thoughts  and  affeCtions  from  it* 
and  thereby,  transforming  them  to  the  like- 
nefs  of  what  we  hope  to  be  hereafter.— How 
can  we  expeCt  the  inheritance  of  the  faints 
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of  light,  upon  other  terms  than  what  they 
themfelves  obtained  it  ? - 

Can  that  body  expeft  to  rife  and  fhine  in 
glory,  that  is  a  Have  to  Juft,  or  dies  in  the 
fiery  purfuit  of  an  impure  defire  ?  Can  that 
heart  ever  become  the  lightfome  feat  of  peace 
and  joy,  that  burns  hot  as  an  oven  with 
anger,  rage,  envy,  luft,  and  ftrife,  full  of 
wicked  imaginations,  fet  only  to  devife  and 
entertain  evil  ? 

Can  that  flefh  appear  in  the  laft  day  and 
inherit  the  kingdom  of  Heaven  in  the  glori* 
fied  lirength  of  perpetual  youth,  that  is 
now  clearly  confirmed  in  intemperance,  fmks 
in  the  furfeit  of  continual  drunkennefs  and 
gluttony,  and  then  tumbles  into  the  grave, 
and  almoft  pollutes  the  ground  that  is  under 
it  ? — Can  we  reafonably  fuppole  that  head 
fhall  ever  wear  or  become  the  crown  of  right* 
eoufnefs  and  peace,  in  which  dwells  nothing 
but  craft  and  avarice,  deceit  and  fraud  and 
treachery, — which  is  always  plodding  upon 
worldly  defigns,  racked  with  ambition,— rent 
afunder  with  difeord,  —  ever  delighting  in 
mifehief  to  others,  and  unjult  advantages  to 
itfelf  ? — Shall  that  tongue  which  is  the  glory 
of  a  man  when  rightly  directed, — be  ever  fet 
to  God's  heavenly  praifes,  and  warble  forth 
the  harmonies  of  the  blefled,  that  is  now  full 
of  curling  and  bitternels,  back-biting  and 
Hander,  under  which  is  ungodlinefs  and  vanity 
and  the  poifon  of  alps  ? 

Can  it  enter  into  our  hearts  even  to  hope, 
that  thofe  hands  can  ever  receive  the.  re  ward 
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of  righteoufnefs,  that  are  full  of  blood,  laden 
with  the  wages  of  iniquity,  of  theft,  rapine, 
violence,  extortion,  or  other  unlawful  gain  ? 
or  that  thofe  feet  lhall  ever  be  beautiful  up¬ 
on  the  mountains  of  light  and  joy,  that  were 
never  (hod  for  the  preparation  of  the  gofpel, 
— that  have  run  quite  out  of  the  way  of  God's 
word, — and  made  halte  only  to  do  evil  ? — 
No  furely. — In  this  fenfe, — he  that  is  unjuft, 
let  him  be  unjuft  ftill,  and  he  which  is  filthy, 
let  him  be  filthy  ftilL 

How  inconfiftent  the  whole  body  of  fin  is 
with  the  glories  of  the  celeftial  body  that 
lhall  be  revealed  hereafter, — and  that  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  we  fix  the  reprefentation  of  thefe 
glories  upon  our  minds,  and  in  the  more  nu¬ 
merous  particulars  we  do  it, — the  ftronger 
the  neceilitv  as  well  as  perfuafion  to  deny 
ourfelves  all  ungod linels  and  worldly  lulls, 
to  live  foberly,  righteoufly,  and  godly  in  this 
prefent  world,  as  the  only  way  to  entitle  us 
to  that  bleflednefs  fpoken  of  in  the  Revela¬ 
tions — of  thofe  who  do  his  commandments, 
and  have  a  risrht  to  the  tree  of  life,  and  lhall 
enter  into  the  gates  of  the  city  of  the  living 
God,  the  heavenly  Jerufalem,  and  to  an  in¬ 
numerable  company  of  angels — to  the  ge¬ 
neral  affembly  and  church  of  the  firft-born, 
that  are  written  in  heaven,  and  to  God  the 
judge  of  all,  and  to  the  fpirits  of  juft  men 
made  perfect, — who  have  walhed  their  robes 
and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb. 

May 
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May  God  give  us  grace  to  live  under  the 
perpetual  influence  of  this  expectation,-— 
that  the  habitual  impreffion  of  thefe  glories 
upon  our  imaginations,  and  the  frequent  fend¬ 
ing  forth  our  thoughts  and  employing  them 
on  the  other  world-— we  may  difentangle  them 
from  this, — and  by  fo  having  our  converfa- 
tion  in  heaven  whilft  we  are  here,  we  may 
be  thought  fit  inhabitants  for  it  hereafter,— 
that  when  God  at  the  laft  day  fhall  coma 
with  thoufands  and  ten  thoufands  of  his  laints 
to  judge  the  world,  we  may  enter  with  them 
into  happinefs,  and  with  angels  and  arch¬ 
angels,  and  all  the  company  of  heaven,  we 
may  praife  and  magnify  his  glorious  name* 
and  enjoy  his  prefence  for  ever. 
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2  PETER,  III.  II. 

Seeing,  then,  that  all  thefe  things  {hall  be  diffolved, — what  mani 
ner  of  perfons  ought  ye  to  be  in  all  holy  converfation  and  godli- 
linefs  ?  looking  and  haftening  unto  the  coming  of  God. 

TtlE  fubject  upon  which  St.  Peter  is  dif- 
courfing  in  this  chapter,  is  the  certainty  of 
Chrift's  corning  to  judge  the  world  ; — and  the 
words  of  the  text  are  the  moral  application 
he  draws  from  the  reprefentation  he  gives  of 
it, — in  which,  in  anfwer  to  the  cavils  of  the 
fcoffers  in  the  latter  days,  concerning  the  de¬ 
lay  of  his  coming,  he  tells  them,  that  God  is 
not  Hack  concerning  his  promifes,  as  fome 
men  count  flacknefs,  but  is  long  fuffering  to 
us  ward ; — “  that  the  day  of  the  Lord  will 
“  come  as  a  thief  in  the  night,  in  which  the 
“  heavens  fhall  pals  away  with  a  great  noife, 
“  and  the  elements  fhall  melt  with  fervent 
“  heat;  the  earth  alfo,  and  the  works  that 
“  are  therein  fhall  be  burnt  up/' — Seeing 
then,  fays  he,  all  thefe  things  111  all  be  dilfolved, 
what  manner  of  perfons  ought  ye  to  be  in 
all  holy  converfation  and  godlinefs  ?— The 
inference  is  unavoidable, — at  leaft  in  theory, 
however  it  fails  in  pradtice; — how  widely 
thefe  two  differ,  I  intend  to  make  the  fubject 
of  this  difcourfe ;  and  though  it  is  a  inelan- 
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choly  comparifon,  to  confider,  6  what  manner 
of  perfons  we  really  are,'  with  6  what  manner 
4  of  perfons  we  ought  to  be/  yet  as  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  one  is  at  leaft  one  ftep  towards 
the  improvement  in  the  other, — the  parallel 
will  not  be  thought  to  want  its  ufe. 

Give  me  leave,  therefore,  in  the  firft  place, 
to  recal  to  your  obfervations,  what  kind  of 
world  it  is  we  live  in,  and  what  manner  of 
perfons  we  really  are. 

Secondly,  and  in  oppofition  to  this,  I  fhatl 
make  ufe  of  the  apoftle's  argument,  and, 
from  a  brief  reprefen tation  of  the  Chriftian 
religion,  and  the  obligations  it  lays  upon  us, 
fhew,  what  manner  of  perfons  we  ought  to  be 
in  all  holy  converfation  and  godlinels,  looking 
for  and  haftening  unto  the  coming  of  the  day 
of  God. 

Whoever  takes  a  view  of  the  world,  will,  I 
fear,  be  able  to  difeern  but  very  faint  marks 
of  this  character,  either  upon  the  looks  or 
actions  of  its  inhabitants. — Of  all  the  ends 
and  purfuits  we  are  looking  for,  and  haftening 
unto, — this  would  be  the  leaft  fufpected, — 
for,  without  running  into  that  old  declama¬ 
tory  cant  upon  the  wickednefs  of  the  age, — • 
we  may  fay  within  the  bounds  of  truth, — 
that  there  is  as  little  influence  from  this 
principle  which  the  apoitle  lays  ltrefs  on, 
and  as  little  fenfe  of  religion,  —  as  final! 
a  lh are  of  virtue  (at  leaft  as  little  of  the 
appearance  of  it)  as  can  befuppofed  to  exift 
at  all  in  a  country  where  it  is  countenanced 
by  the  ftate. — The  degeneracy  of  the  times 
has  been  the  common  complaint  of  many 
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ages : — how  much  we  exceed  our  forefathers 
iii  this,  is  known  alone  to  that  God  who  trieth 
the  hearts.— But  this  we  may  be  allowed  to 
urge  in  their  favour,  they  ftudied  at  leail  to 
preferve  the  appearance  of  virtue  ; — public 
vice  was  branded  with  public  infamy,  and 
obliged  to  hide  its  head  in  privacy  and  re¬ 
tirement.  The  fervice  of  God  was  regularly 
attended,  and  religion  not  expofed  to  the  re¬ 
proaches  of  the  fcorner. 

How  the  cafe  Hands  with  us  at  prefent  in 
each  of  thefe  particulars,  it  is  grievous  to  re¬ 
port,  and  perhaps  unacceptable  to  Religion 
herfelf ;  vet  as  this  is  a  feafon  wherein  it  is 
fit  we  fhould  be  told  of  our  faults,  let  us  for 
a  moment  impartially  confider  the  articles 
of  this  charge. 

And  firft,  concerning  the  great  article  of 
religion,  and  the  influence  it  has  at  prefent 
upon  the  lives  and  behaviour  of  the  prefent 
times ; — concerning  which  I  have  faid,  that, 
if  we  are  to  trull  appearances,  there  is  as 
little  as  can  well  be  fuppofed  to  exift  at  all  in 
a  Ghriftian  country.  Here  I  ilia.Il  fparq  ex¬ 
clamations,  and,  avoiding  all  common-place 
railing  upon  the  fubjeit,  confine  myfelf  to 
fails,  Inch  as  every  one  who  looks  into  the 
world,  and  makes  any  obfervations  at  all, 
will  vouch  for  me. 

Now  whatever  are  the  degrees  of  real  re¬ 
ligion  amongft  us, — whatever  they  are,  the 
appearances  are  ftrong  againft  the  charitable 
tide  of  the  queftion. — 

cc3 


If 


390  SERMON  ttl. 

If  religion  is  any  where  to  be  found,  one 
would  think  it  would  be  amongft  thole  of  the 
higher  rank  in  life,  whofe  education,  and  op¬ 
portunities  of  knowing  its  great  importance, 
ill oul d  have  brought  them  over  to  its  intereft, 
and  rendered  them  as  firm  in  the  defence  of 
it,  as  eminent  in  its  example. — But  if  you 
examine  the  fadt,  you  will  almoft  find  it  a 
tell  of  a  politer  education,  and  mark  of  more 
lliining  parts,  to  know  nothing,  and,  indeed, 
care  nothing  at  all  about  it : — or,  if  the  fub- 
jedt  happens  to  engage  the  attention  of  a  few 
of  the  more  fprightly  wits, — that  it  ferves  no 
other  purpole  but  that  of  being  made  merry 
at,  and  of  being  referved  as  a  Handing  jell, 
to  enliven  difcourfe,  when  converfation  lickens 
iipon  their  hands.— 

This  is  too  lore  an  evil  not  to  be  obferved 
amongft  perfons  of  all  ages,  in  what  is  called 
Higher  life  ;  and  fo  early  does  the  contempt 
of  this  great  concern  begin  to  fhew  itfelf— 
that  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  hear  perfons 
difputing  again  It  religion,  and  railing  cavils 
amiinft  the  Bible,  at  an  ag;e  when  feme  of 
them  would  be  hard  let  to  read  a  chapter  in 
it. — And  1  may  add,  of  thofe  whole  flock  in 
knowledge  is  l’omewhat  larger,  that  for  the 
molt  part  it  has  fcarce  any  other  foundation 
to  reft  on  but  the  finking  credit  of  traditional 
and  fcond-hand  objections  againft  revelation, 
which,  had  they  leifure  to  read,  they  would 
find  anfwered  and  confuted  a  thoufand  times 
over. — But  this  by  the  way. - - 
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If  we  take  a  view  of  the  public  worfhip  of 
Almighty  God,  and  obferve  iu  what  manner 
it  is  reverenced  by  perfons  in  this  rank  of  life, 
whofe  duty  it  is  to  fet  an  example  to  the  poor 
and  ignorant,  wefhall  find  concurring  evidence 
upon  this  melancholy  argument — of  a  gene¬ 
ral  want  of  all  outward  demonftration  of  a 
fenfe  of  our  duty  towards  God,  as  if  religion 
was  a  bulinefs  fit  only  to  employ  tradefmen 
and  mechanics — and  the  falvation  of  our 
fouls,  a  concern  utterly  below  the  confidera- 
tion  of  a  perfon  of  figure  and  confequence. — * 

I  fliall  fay  nothing  at  prefent  of  the  lower 
ranks  of  mankind — though  they  have  not  yet 
got  into  the  fafhion  of  laughing  at  religion, 
and  treating  it  with  fcorn  and  contempt,  and 
I  believe  are  too  ferious  a  fet  of  creatures  ever 
to  come  into  it ;  yet  we  are  not  to  imagine 
but  that  the  contempt  it  is  held  in  by  thole 
whofe  examples  they  are  apt  to  imitate,  will 
in  time  utterly  fliake  their  principles,  and 
render  them,  if  not  as  prophane,  at  leaft  as 
corrupt  as  their  betters. — -When  this  event 
happens- — and  we  begin  to  feel  the  effects  of 
it  in  our  dealings  with  them,  thofe  who  have 
done  the  mifchief  will  find  the  necefiitv  at 
laft  of  turning  religious  in  their  own  defence, 
and,  for  want  of  a  better  principle,  to  fet  an 
example  of  piety  and  good  morals  for  their 
own  intereit  and  convenience* 

Thus  much  for  the  languid) ing  ftate  of  re¬ 
ligion  in  the  prefent  age ; — in  virtue  and  good 
morals  perhaps  the  account  may  lfand 
higher. - - 


c  c  4 


Let 


394 


SERMON  XXX. 


religion,  but)  of  decency  and  common  good 
manners; — fo  that  it  is  no  uncommon  thing 
to  behold  vices  which  heretofore  were  com-* 
mitted  only  in  dark  corners,  now  openly  the w 
their  face  in  broad  day,  and  oft-times  with 
fuch  an  air  of  triumph,  as  if  the  party  thought 
he  was  doing  himfelf  honour, — or  that  he 
thought  the  deluding  an  unhappy  creature, 
and  the  keeping  her  in  a  ftate  of  guilt,  was  as 
neceffary  a  piece  of  grandeur  as  the  keeping 
an  equipage, — and  did  him  as  much  credit  as 
any  other  appendage  of  his  fortune. 

If  we  pafs  on  from  the  vices  to  the  indeco¬ 
rums  of  the  age  (which  is  a  fofter  name  for 
vices),  you  will  fcarce  fee  any  thing,  in  what 
is  called  higher  life,  but  what  befpeaks  a  ge¬ 
neral  relaxation  of  all  order  and  difcipline,  in 
which  our  opinions  as  well  as  manners  feem 
to  be  fet  loofe  from  all  reftraints ;  —  and  in 
truth,  from  all  ferious  reflections  too : — and 
one  may  venture  to  fay,  that  gaming  and  ex¬ 
travagance  to  the  utter  ruin  of  the  greateft 
eftatcs, — minds  diffipated  with  diverfions, 
and  heads  giddy  with  a  perpetual  rotation  of 
them,  are  the  moft  general  characters  to  be 
met  with ;  and  though  one  would  expect,  that 
at  leaft  the  more  folemn  feafons  of  the  year, 
fet  apart  for  the  contemplation  of  Chriit’s 
fufferings,  fhould  give  fome  check  and  inter¬ 
ruption  to  them,  yet  what  appearance  is  there 
ever  amongft  us,  that  it  is  fo;— what  one' 
alteration  does  it  make  in  the  coivrfe  of 
things  ?  Is  not  the  doCtrine  of  mortification 
infulted  by  the  fame  luxury  of  entertainments 
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at  our  tables  ? — is  not  the  fame  order  of  di- 
verlions  perpetually  returning,  andfcarceany 
thing  elfe  thought  of? — does  not  the  fame 
levity  in  drefs,  as  well  as  difcourfe,  iliew  it- 
felf  in  perfons  of  all  ages?  I  fay  of  all  ages, 
for  *it  is  no  fmall  aggravation  of  the  corrup¬ 
tion  of  our  morals,  that  age,  which  by  its 
authority  was  once  able  to  frown  youth  into 
fobriety  and  better  manners,  and  keep  them 
within  bounds,  feems  but  too  often  to  lead  the 
way, — and  by  their  unfeafonable  example 
give  a  countenance  to  follies  and  weaknefe, 
which  youth  is  but  too  apt  to  run  into  with¬ 
out  fuch  a  recommendation. — Surely  age, — • 
which  is  but  one  remove  from  death,  fhould 
have  nothing  about  it  but  what  looks  like  a 
decent  preparation  for  it. — In  purer  times  it 
was  the  cafe, — but  now, — grey  hairs  them- 
felves  fcarce  ever  appear,  but  in  the  high  mode 
and  flaunting  garb  of  youth, — with  heads  as 
full  ofpleafure,  and  clothes  as  ridiculoully,  a  nd 
as  much  in  the  fafhion,  as  the  perfon  who 
wears  them  is  ufually  grown  out  of  it ; — 
upon  which  article  give  me  leave  to  make  a 
fhort  reflection  ;  which  is  this,  that  when¬ 
ever  the  eldeft  equal  the  youngeft  in  the  va¬ 
nity  of  their  drels,  there  is  no  reafon  to  be 
given  for  it,  but  that  they  equal  them,  if  not 
furpafs  them,  in  the  vanity  of  their  defires. — » 
But  this  by  the  bye.- — 

Though  in  truth  the  obfervation  falls  in 
with  the  main  attention  of  this  difcourfe, — 
which  is  not  framed  to  flatter  our  follies,  or 
touch  them  with  a  light  hand,  but  plainly  to 
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point  them  out ;  that  by  recalling  to  your 
mind,  what  manner  of  perfons  we  really  are, 
I  might  better  lead  you  to  the  apoftle’s  infer¬ 
ence,  of  what  manner  of  perfons  ye  ought  to 
be  in  all  holy  conversation  and  godlinefs  ; 
looking  for,  and  battening  unto*  the  corning 
of  the  day  of  God. — 

The  apoltle  in  the  concluding  yerfe  of  this 
argument,  exhorts,  that  they  who  look  for 
fuch  things  be  diligent,  that  they  be  found 
of  him  in  peace,  without  fpot,  and  blamelefs  ; 
— and  one  may  conclude  with  him,  that  if  the 
hopes  or  fears,  either  the  reafon  or  the  pat- 
lions  of  men  are  to  be  wrought  upon  at  all* 
it  muft  be  from  the  force  and  influence  of  this 
awakening  conflderation  in  the  text. — 64  That 
all  thefe  things  fliall  be  diffolved;” — that  this 
vain  and  perifhable  fcene  muft  change,  that 
we  who  now  tread  the  it  age,  muft  fhorliv  be 
fummoned  away  ; — that  we  are  creatures  but 

•j 

of  a  day,  hafleningunto  the  place  from  whence 
we  flrall  return  no  more; — that  whilft  we 
are  here,—- our  conduct  and  behaviour  is  mi¬ 
nutely  obferved; — that  there  is  a  Being  about 
our  paths  and  about  our  beds,  whofe  ornni- 
fcient  eye  fpies  out  all  our  ways,  and  takes  a 
faithful  record  of  all  the  paffages  of  our 
lives  that  thefe  volumes  fliall  be  produced 
and  opened,  and  men  fliall  be  judged  out  of 
the  things  that  are  written  in  them ; — that 
without  refpeft  of  perfons,  we  fliall  be  made 
accountable  for  our  thoughts,  our  words  and 
actions,  to  this  greateft  and  beft  of  Beings, 
before  whole  judgment-feat  we  muft  finally 
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appear,  and  receive  the  things  done  in  the 
body,  whether  they  are  good  or  whether  they 
are  bad. — 

That  to  add  to  the  terror  of  it, — this  day 
of  the  Lord  will  come  upon-  us  like  a  thief 
in  the  night; — of  that  hour  no  one  knoweth; 

- that  we  are  not  lure  of  its  being  fuf- 

pended  one  day  or  one  hour;  or,  what  is  the 
fame  cafe, — that  we  are  Handing  upon  the 
edge  of  a  precipice  with  nothing  but  the 
Angle  thread  of  human  life  to  hold  us  up; — - 
and  that  if  we  fall  unprepared  in  this 
though tlefs  ltate,  we  are  loft,  and  muft  perifti 
for  evermore. — 

What  manner  of  perfons  we  ought  to 
be,  upon  thefe  principles  of  our  religion, 
St.  Peter  has  told  us,  in  all  holy  conver- 
lation  and  godlinefs ; — and  I  fhall  only  re¬ 
mind,  how  different  a  frame  of  mind,  the 
looking  for  and  haftening  unto  the  coming 
of  God,  under  Rich  a  life,  is,  from  that  of 
fpending  our  days  in  vanity,  and  our  years 
in  pleafure.— 

Give  me  leave,  therefore  to  conclude 
in  that  merciful  warning,  which  our  Saviour* 
the  Judge  liimfelf,  hath  given  us  at  the 
clofe  of  the  fame  exhortation. — 

Take  heed  to  yourfelves,  left  at  any  tune 
your  hearts  be  overcharged  with  forfeiting 
and  drunkennels,  and  the  cares  of  this  life; 
— and  fo  that  day  come  upon  you  un¬ 
awares; — for  as  a  fnare  lhall  it  come  upon 
all  that  dwell  on  the  face  of  the  whole 
earth. — Watch  therefore,  and  pray  always, 

that 
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that  ye  may  be  accounted  worthy  to  efcape 
all  thefe  things  that  fhall  come  to  pafs,  and 
to  ftand  before  the  Son  of  man.  Which 
may  God  of  his  mercy  grant,  through  Jefus 
Chrift.  Amen. 
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st.  peter's  character. 

ACTS,  III.  12. 

And  when  Peter  faw  it,  he  anfwered  unto  the  people,  Ye  men  of 
Ifrael,  why  marvel  ye  at  this  ?  or  why  look  ye  fo  earneftly  on 
us,  as  though  by  our  own  power  or  holinefs  we  had  made 
this  man  to  walk  ? 

These  words,  as  the  text  tells  us,  were 
fpoke  by  St.  Peter,  on  the  occafion  of  his 
miraculous  cure  of  the  lame  man,  who  was 
laid  at  the  gate  of  the  temple,  and,  in  the 
beginning  of  this  chapter,  had  afked  an  alms 
of  St  .Peter  and  St.  John,  as  they  went  up 
together  at  the  hour  of  prayer; — on  whom 
St.  Peter  fattening  his  eyes,  as  in  the  4th 
verfe,  and  declaring  he  had  no  fuch  relief 
to  give  him  as  he  expected,  having  neither 
filver  nor  gold, — but  that  fuch  as  he  had, 
the  benefit  of  that  divine  power  which  he 
had  received  from  his  Matter,  he  would 
impart  to  him, — he  commands  him  forth¬ 
with,  in  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrift  of  Naza¬ 
reth,  to  rife  up  and  walk. — And  he  took 
him  by  the  hand  and  lifted  him  up,  and  im¬ 
mediately  his  feet  and  ancle-bones  received 
itrength ;  and  he  leaped  up,  ttood  and  walk¬ 
ed,  and  entered  with  them  into  the  temple, 
leaping  and  prailing  God. 


It 
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It  feems  he  had  been  box'll  lame,  had  palled 
a  whole  life  of  defpair,  without  hopes  of  ever 
being  reftored; — io  that  the  immediate  fenfe 
of  ftrength  and  activity  communicated  to 
him  at  once,  in  fo  furprifing  and  unfought- 
for  a  manner,  caft  him  into  the  tranfport  of 
mind  natural  to  a  man  fo  benefited  beyond 
his  expedition.—  So  that  the  amazing  in- 
itance  of  a  fupernatural  power; — the  noto¬ 
riety  of  fad,  wrought  at  the  hour  of  prayer; 
— the  unexceptionablenefs  of  the  objed, — 
that  it  was  no  impoilure,— for  they  knew 
that  it  was  he  which  fat  for  alms  at  the 

T 

Beautiful  gate  of  the  temple; — the  unfeigned 
expreffions  of  an  enraptured  heart  almoft 
bolide  itfelf,  confirming  the  whole; — the  man 
that  was  healed,  in  the  10th  verfe,  holding 
his  benefadors,  Peter  arid  John,  entering 
into  the  temple  with  them,  walking  and  leap¬ 
ing,  and  prailing  God  ;— the  great  concourfe 
of  people,  drawn  together  by  this  event,  in 
the  11th  verfe,  for  they  all  ran  unto  them, 
into  the  porch  that  was  called  Solomon's, 
greatly  wondering.  Sure  never  was  fuch  a 
fair  opportunity  for  an  ambitious  mind  to 
have  eftablifhed  a  charader  of  fu  peri  or  good- 
nefs  and  power. — To  a  man  fet  upon  this 
world,  who  fought  his  own  praife  and  honour, 
what  an  invitation  would  it  have  been  to 
have  turned  thefe  circumftances  to  fuch  a 
purpofe; — to  have  fallen  in  with  the  paffions 
of  an  aftoniflied  and  grateful  city,  prepof- 
felfed,  from  what  had  happened,  fo  ftrongly 
in  his  favour  already,  that  little  art  or  ma¬ 
nagement 
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nagement  was  requifite  to  have  improved 
their  wonder  and  good  opinion  into  the  high- 
eft  reverence  of  his  fandtitv,  awe  of  his  per- 
fon,  or  whatever  other  belief  fhould  be  necef- 
lary  to  feed  his  pride,  or  ferve  lecret  ends  of 
glory  and  intereft. — A  mind  not  fufficiently 
mortified  to  the  world,  might  have  been 
tempted  here  to  have  taken  the  honour  due 
to  God — and  transferred  it  to  himfelf. — ‘He 
might — not  lo — a  difciple  of  Chrift  :  for  when 
Peter  faw  it, — when  he  faw  the  propenfity  in 
them  to  be  milled  on  this  oecafion, — he  an- 
fwered  and  faid  unto  the  people,  in  the  words 
of  the  text, — Ye  men  of  Ilfael,  why  marvel 
ye  at  this  ?  or  why  look  you  fo  eafneftly  on 
us,  as  though  by  our  own  power  and  holinefs 
we  had  made  this  man  to  walk  ? — The  God 
of  Abraham,  and  of  Ifaac,  and  of  Jacob,  the 
God  of  our  fathers,  hath  glorified  his  fon  Je- 
fus. - 

O  holy  and  blefted  apoftle  ! 

How  would  thy  meek  and  mortified  fpirit 
fatisfy  itfelf  in  uttering  fo  humble  and  fo  juft 
a  declaration  ? — What  an  honeft  triumph 
wouldft  thou  tafte  the  fweets  of, — in  thus 
conquering  thy  pallion  of  vain-glory, — keep¬ 
ing  down  thy  pride, — declaiming  the  praifes 
which  lliould  have  fed  it,  by  telling  the  won¬ 
dering  fpedtators,  It  was  not  thy  own  power, 
-—it  was  not  thy  own  holinefs,  which  had 
wrought  this — thou  being  of  like  paflions  and 
infirmities; — but  that  it  was  the  power  of  the 
God  of  Abraham, — the  holinefs  of  thy  dear 
Lord,  whom  they  crucified,  operating  by  faith 
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through  thee,  who  waft  but  an  inftrument  in, 
his  hands. — If  thus  honeftly  declining  honour, 
which  the  oceafion  fo  amply  invited  thee  to 
take; — if  this  would  give  more  fatisfaCtion  to 
a  mind  like  thine,  than  the  loudeft  praifes  of 
a  miftaken  people,  what  true  rapture  would 
be  added  to  it  from  the  reflection — that  in 
this  inftance  of  felf-denial. — thou  hadft  not 
only  done  well,* — but,  what  was  (till  a  more 
endearing  thought,  that  thou  haft  been  able 
to  copy  the  example  of  thy  divine  Mat¬ 
ter,  who,  in  no  action  of  his  life,  fought  ever 
his  own  praife,  but,  on  the  contrary,  declined 
all  poflible  occafions  of  it: — and  in  the  only 
public  inftance  of  honour  which  he  fuffered 
to  be  given  him  in  his  entrance  into  Jerufa- 
lem, — thou  didft  remember, — it  was  accept¬ 
ed  with  fuch  a  mixture  of  humility,  that  the 
prediction  of  the  prophet  was  not  more  ex¬ 
actly  fulfilled  in  the  hofannahs  of  the  multi¬ 
tude,  than  in  the  meeknefs  wherewith  he  re¬ 
ceived  them,  lowly  arid  fitting  upon  an  afs. — 
How  could  a  difeiple  fail  of  profiting  by  the 
example  of  fo  humble  a  matter,  whole  whole 
courfe  of  life  was  a  particular  lecture  to  this 
virtue,  and,  in  every  inftance  of  it,  fliewed 
plainly  he  came  not  to  (hare  the  pride  and 
glories  of  life,  or  gratify  the  carnal  expecta¬ 
tion  of  ambitious  followers;  which,  had  he 
affeCted  external  pomp,  he  might  have  accom- 
plifhed,  byengrofting,  as  lie  could- have  done 
by  a  word,  all  the  riches  of  the  w'orld  ;  and 
by  the  lplendour  of  his  court,  and  dignity  of 
his  per fon,  had  been  greater  than  Solomon 
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in  all  his  glory,  and  have  attracted  the  ap~ 
plaufe  and  admiration  of  the  world: — this 
every  difciple  knew  was  in  his  power; — fo 
that  the  meannefs  of  his  birth, —the  toils  and 
poverty  of  his  life, — the  low  offices  in  which 
he  was  engaged,  by  preaching  the  gofpel  to 
the  poor — the  numberlefs  dangers  and  incon- 
veniencies  attending  the  execution,— were  all 
voluntary.— This  humble  choice  both  of 
friends  and  family  out  of  the  meaneft  of  the 
people, — amongft  whom  he  appeared  rather 
as  a  fervant  than  a  matter,  coming  not,  as  he 
often  told  them,  to  be  miniftered  unto,  but 
to  minifter, — and  as  the  prophet  had  foretold 
in  that  mournful  defcription  of  him,  having 
no  form  nor  comelinefs,  nor  any  beauty  that 
we  fhould  defire  him. — 

How  could  a  difciple,  you'll  fay,  refleCt 
without  benefit  on  this  amiable  character, 
with  all  the  other  tender  pathetic  proofs  of 
humility,  which  his  memory  would  fuggeft 
had  happened  of  a  piece  with  it,  in  the  courfe 
of  his  Mafter's  life  ; — but  particularly  at  the 
conclulion  and  great  cataftrophe  of  it, — at 
his  crucifixion ;  the  impreffions  of  which 
could  never  be  forgotten. — When  a  life  full 
of  fo  many  engaging  initances  of  humility, 
was  crowned  with  the  molt  endearing  one  of 
humbling  himfelf  to  the  death  of  the  crofis,— * 
the  death  of  a  Have  and  a  malefactor, — dif¬ 
fering  himfelf  to  be  led  like  a  lamb  to  the 
daughter, — dragged  to  Calvary  without  op- 
poiition  or  complaint,  and  as  a  iheep  be- 
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fore  his  fhearer  is  dumb,  opening  not  his 
mouth. — 

O  bleiied  Jefus!  well  might  a  difciple  of 
thine  learn  of  thee  to  be  meek  and  lowly  of 
heart,  as  thou  exhortedft  them  all,  for  thou 
waft  meek  and  lowly  well  might  they  pro¬ 
fit,  when  fuch  a  lefton  was  feconded  by  fuch 
an  example! — It  is  not  to  be  doubted  what 
force  this  rauft  have  had  on  the  actions  of 
thofe  who  were  attendants  and  conftant  fol¬ 
lowers  of  our  Saviour  on  earth ; — faw  the 
meeknefs  of  his  temper  in  the  occurrences  of 
his  life,  and  the  amazing  proof  of  it  at  his 
death,  who,  though  he  was  able  to  call  down 
legions  of  angels  to  his  rel’cue,  or  by  a  tingle 
adt  of  omnipotence  to  have  deftroyed  his 
enemies ;  yet  fuppreffed  his  almighty  po^ver, 
— neither  relented — or  revenged  the  indig¬ 
nity  done  him,  but  patiently  fuffered  himfelf 
to  be  numbered  with  the  tranfgreflbrs. — 

It  could  not  well  be  otherwife,  but  that 
every  eye-witnefs  of  this  muft  have  been 
wrought  upon,  in  fome  degree,  as  the  apoftle, 
to  let  the  fame  mind  be  in  him  which  alio 
was  in  Chrilt  Jefus.  Nor  will  it  be  difputed 
how  much  of  the  honour  of  St.  Peter’s  be¬ 
haviour  in  the  prefent  tran (action  might  be 
owing  to  the  impreffions  he  received  on  that 
memorable  occalion  of  his  Lord’s  death, 
finking  ftill  deeper,  from  the  affecting  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  many  inftances  his  matter 
had  given  of  this  engaging  virtue  in  the 
courfe  of  his  life. — 
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St.  Peter  certainly  was  of  a  warm  and  fen- 
lible  nature,  as  we  may  collect  from  the  facred 
writings,- — a  temper  fitteft  to  receive  all  the 
advantages  which  fuch  impreffions  could 
give ; — and  therefore,  as  it  is  a  day  and 
place  facred  to  this  great  apoftle,  it  may 
not  be  unacceptable,  if  I  engage  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  your  time,  in  a  fhort  elfay  upon 
his  character,  principally  as  it  relates  to  this 
particular  difpofition  of  heart,  which  is  the 
fubject  of  the  difeourfe. — 

This  great  apoftle  was  a  man  of  diftinCtion 
amongft  the  difeiples, — and  was  one  of  fuch 
virtues  and  qualifications,  as  feemed  to  have 
recommended  him  more  than  the  advantage 
of  his  years,  or  knowledge. — 

On  his  firft  admiffion  to  our  Saviour’s  ac¬ 
quaintance,  he  gave  a  molt  evident  teftimony 
that  he  was  a  man  of  real  and  tender  good- 
nefs,  when  being  awakened  by  the  miraculous 
draught  of  the  fillies,  as  we  read  in  the  fifth 

O  J 

of  St.  Luke,  and  knowing  the  author  rauft 
neceftarily  be  from  God,  he  fell  down  in- 
iiantly  at  his  feet, — broke  out  into  this  hum¬ 
ble  and  pious  reflection;—46  Depart  from  me, 
66  for  I  am  a  finful  man,  O  Lord  P- — The  cen- 
fure,  you  will  fay,  expreftes  him  a  finful  man, 
— but  fo  to  cenfure  himfelf, — with  fuch  un¬ 
affected  modefty,  implies  more  effectually 
than  any  thing  elfe  could, — that  he  was  not 
in  the  common  fenfe  of  the  word, — a  finful, 
but  a  good  man,  who,  like  the  publican  in 
the  temple,  was  no  lefs  juftified,  for  a  felf- 
accufation,  extorted  merely  from  the  humi- 
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lity  of  a  devout  heart  jealous  of  its  own  im¬ 
perfections. — And  though  the  words,  depart 
from  me ,  carry  in  them  the  face  of  fear, — yet 
he  who  heard  them,  and  knew  the  heart  of 
the  fpeaker,  found  they  carried  in  them  a 
greater  meafure  of  defire. — For  Peter  was 
not  willing  to  be  difcharged  from  his  new 
gueft,  but  fearing  his  unfitnefs  to  accompany 
him,  longed  to  be  made  more  worthy  of  his 
converfation. — A  meek  and  modeft  diftrult 
of  -him  felt  feemed  to  have  had  no  fmalllhare, 
at  that  time,  in  his  natural  temper  and  com¬ 
plexion  ;  and  though  it  would  be  greatly  im¬ 
proved,  and  no  doubt  much  better  principled 
by  the  advantages  on  which  I  enlarged  above, 
in  his  commerce  and  obfervation  with  his 
Lord  and  M  after, — yet  it  appears  to  have 
been  an  early  and  diftinguithing  part  of  his 
character. — An  inftance  of  this,  though  little 
in  itfelf,  and  omitted  by  the  other  evangelifts, 
is  preferved  by  St.  John,  in  his  account  of  our 
Saviour  s  girding  himfelf  with  a  napkin,  and 
wafhing  the  difciples  feet ;  to  which  office 
not  one  of  them  is  reprefented  as  making 
any  oppofition  :  But  when  he  came  to  Simon 
Peter, — the  Evangelift  tells, — Peter  faid  to 
him,— Bolt  Thou  wadi  my  feet  ?  Jefus  faid 
unto  him,  What  I  do,  thou  knoweft  not  now, 
but  ffialt  know  hereafter.— Peter  faid  unto 
him,— Thon  (halt  never  wafh  my  feet. — Hu¬ 
mility  for  a  moment  triumphed  over  his  fub- 
miffion,— and  he  expoftulates  with  him  upon 
jt,  with  all  the  earneft  and  tender  oppofition 
which  was  natural  to  a  humble  heart,  con- 
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founded  with  fliame,  that  his  Lord  and 
Matter  lliould  infill  to  do  lb  mean  and  pain¬ 
ful  an  aCt  of  ferviiude  to  him — 

I  would  fooner  form  a  judgment  of  a  man's 
temper,  from  his  behaviour  on  fuch  little  oc¬ 
currences  of  life  as  tliefe,  than  from  the  more 
weighed  and  important  actions,  where  a  man 
is  more  upon  his  guard ; — has  more  prepara¬ 
tion  to  difguife  the  true  difpolition  of  his  heart, 
—and  more  temptation  when  difguifed  to  im- 
pofe  it  on  others. — 

This  management  was  no  part  of  Peter's 
character,  who,  with  all  the  real  and  unaf¬ 
fected  humility  which  he  (hewed,  was  pof- 
fefied  of  fuch  a  quick  lenfibility  and  prompt- 
nefs  of  nature,  which  utterly  unfitted  him  for 
art  and  premeditation ; — though  this  parti¬ 
cular  call  of  temper  had  its  difadvantages,  at 


the  fame  time,  as  it  led  him  to  an  unreferved 
difcovery  of  the  opinions  and  prejudices  of 
his  heart,  which  he  was  wont  to  declare,  and 
fometimes  in  fo  open  and  unguarded  a  man¬ 
ner,  as  expofed  him  to  the  fharpnefs  of  a 
rebuke  where  he  could  lealt  bear  it.— 

I  take  notice  of  this,  becaufe  it  will  help 
us  in  forne  meafure  to  reconcile  a  feeming 
contradiction  in  his  character,  which  will 
naturally  occur  here,  from  confidering  that 
great  and  capital  failing  of  his  life,  when,  by 
a  prefumptuous  declaration  of  his  own  for¬ 
titude,  he  fell  into  the  dilgrace  of  denying 
liis  Lord  ;  in  both  of  which  he  aCtcd  fo  op- 
pofite  to  the  character  here  given,  that  you 
will  alk,— -Ilow  could  fo  humble  a  man  as 
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you  defcribe  ever  have  been  guilty  of  fo  felf- 
fuffieient  and  unguarded  a  vaunt,  as  that, 
though  he  fhould  die  with  his  Matter, — *yet 
would  he  not  deny  him  ?-*-Qr  whence, — that 
fo  fincere  and  honeft  a  man  was  not  better 
able  to  perform  it  ?— 

The  cafe  was  this — - 

Our  Lord,  before  he  was  betrayed,  had 
taken  occation  to  admonifh  his  difciples  of 
the  peril  of  lapfing, — telling  them,  31ft  verfe, 
— All  ye  tliall  be  offended  becaufe  of  me  this 
night. — To  which  Peter  anfwering,  with  a 
zeal  mixed  with  too  much  confidence, — That 
though  all  fhould  be  offended,  yet  will  I 
never  be  offended to  check  this  truft  in  him- 
felf,- — our  Saviour  replies,  that  he  in  particu¬ 
lar  fhould  deny  him  thrice. — But  Peter  look¬ 
ing  upon  this  monition  no  farther  than  as  it 
applied  a  reproach  to  his  faith,  and  his  love, 
and  his  courage  ; — ftung  to  the  heart  to  have 
them  called  in  queftion  by  his  Lord, — he  haf- 
tily  fummons  them  all  up  to  form  his  final 
refolution, — Though  I  fhould  die  with  thee, 
yet  will  I  not  deny  thee. — The  refolve  was 
noble  and  dutiful  to  the  laft  degree, — and  I 
make  no  doubt  as  honeft  a  one — that  is,  both 
as  juft  in  the  matter,  and  as  fincere  in  the 
itention,  as  ever  was  made  by  any  of 
mankind  ;  his  character  not  fuffering  us  to 
imagine  he  made  it  in  a  braving  diffimulation : 
—  no;— for  he  proved  himfelf  fufficiently  in 
earneft  by  his  fubfequent  behaviour  in  the 
garden,  when  he  drew  his  fword  againft  a 
whole  band  of  men,  and  thereby  made  it  ap¬ 
pear, 
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pear,  that  he  had  lefs  concern  for  his  own  life 
than  he  had  for  his  Mailer’s  fafety. — How 
then  came  his  refolution  to  mifcarry? — The 
reafon  feems  purely  this  : — Peter  grounded 
the  execution  of  it  upon  too  much  confidence 
in  himfelf, — doubted  not  but  his  will  was  in 
his  power,  whether  God’s  grace  allifted  him 
or  not; — furely  thinking,  that  what  he  had 
courage  to  refolve  lb  honefily,  he  had  like- 
wife  ability  to  perform. — This  was  his  mif- 
take, —  and  though  it  was  a  very  great  one, 
— yet  it  was  in  feme  degree  a-kin  to  a  virtue, 
— as  it  fprung  merely  from  a  confcioufnefs 
of  his  integrity  and  truth,  and  too  adventu¬ 
rous  a  conclulion  of  what  they  would  enable 
him  to  perform,  on  the  fharpeil  encounters 
for  his  Mailer’s  fake: — fo  that  his  failing  in 
this  point,  was  but  a  confequence  of  this 
hally  and  ill -confidered  refolve  ; — and  his 
Lord,  to  rebuke  and  punifh  him  for  it,  did 
no  other  than  leave  him  to  his  own  ftrength 
to  perform  it  ; — which,  in  effebt,  was  alrnoft 
the  fame  as  leaving  him  to  the  neceffity  of 
not  performing  it  at  all. — The  great  apoftle 
had  not  confidered,  that  he  who  precautioned 
him  was  the  learcher  of  hearts,— and  needed 
not  that  any  Ihould  tellify  of  man,  for  he 
knew  what  was  in  man;— -he  did  not  remem¬ 
ber,  that  his  Lord  had  faid  before, — Without 
me  ye  can  do  nothing  ; — that  the  exertions 
of  all  our  faculties  were  under  the  power  of 
his  will: — lie  had  forgot  the  knowledge  of 
this  needful  truth,  on  this  one  unhappy  junc¬ 
ture, —where  he  had  fo  great  a  temptation  to 
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the  contrary — though  he  was  full  of  the  per* 
fuafion  in  every  other  tranfaCtion  of  his  life  ; 
—but  moft  vilibly  here  in  the  text, — where 
he  breaks  forth  in  the  warm  language  of  a 
heart  ftill  overflowing  with  remembrance  of 
this  very  miftake  he  had  once  committed  ; — 
Ye  men  of  Ifrael,  why  marvel  ye  at  this  ? — 
as  though  by  our  own  power  and  holinefs  we 
had  wrought  this  ? — the  God  of  Abraham,  of 
Ifaac,  and  of  Jacob, — the  God  of  our  fathers, 
through  faith  in  his  name,  hath  made  this 
man  whole,  whom  ye  fee  and  know. — 

This  is  the  belt  anfwer  I  am  able  to  make 
to  this  objection  againft  the  uniformity  of  the 
apoftle's  character  which  I  have  given  up¬ 
on  which  let  it  be  added, — that  was  no 
fuch  apology  capable  of  being  made  in  its 
behalf; — that  the  truth  and  regularity  of  a 
character  is  not,  in  juftice,  to  be  looked  upon 
as  broken,  from  any  one  fingle  act  or  omiffion 
which  may  feem  a  contradiction  to  it: — the 
belt  of  men  appear  fometimes  to  be  ftrange 
compounds  of  contradictory  qualities  :  and, 
were  the  accidental  overlights  and  folly  of  the 
wifeft  man, —  the  failings  and  imperfections 
of  a  religious  man,' — the  hafty  acts  and  paf- 
fionate  words  of  a  meek  man — were  they  to 
rife  up  in  judgment  againft  them, — and  an 
ill-natured  judge  be  fullered  to  mark  in  this 
manner  what  has  been  done  amifs — what 
character  fo  unexceptionable  as  to  be  able  to 
ft  and  before  him  ? — So  that,  with  the  candid 
allowances  which  the  infirmities  of  a  man 
may  claim  when  he  falls  through  furprife 
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more  than  a  premeditation, — one  may  ven¬ 
ture  upon  the  whole  to  fum  up  Peter's  cha¬ 
racter  in  a  few  words. —  tie  was  a  man  fenfible 
in  his  nature, — of  quick  paffions,  tempered 
with  the  greateft  humility  and  molt  unaffeCted 
poverty  of  lpirit  that  ever  met  in  fuch  a  cha¬ 
racter. — So  that  in  the  only  criminal  inftance 
of  his  life,  which  I  have  fpoken  to,  you  are 
at  a  lofs  which  to  admire  molt ; — the  tender- 
nefs  and  fenfibility  of  his  foul,  in  being 
wrought  upon  to  repentance  by  a  look  from 
Jefus  ; — or  the  uncommon  humility  of  it, 
which  he  teftified  thereupon,  in  the  bitternefs 
of  his  forrow  for  vdiat  he  had  done.— He  wras 
once  prefumptuous  in  trailing  to  his  own 
ftrength  ;  his  general  and  true  character  was 
that  of  the  moil  engaging;  meeknefs, — - dif- 
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truftful  of  himfelf  and  ins  abilities  to  the  laft 
degree. - 

He  denied  his  matter. — But  in  all  Pittances 
of  his  life,  but  that,  was  a  man  of  the  greateft 
truth  and  fincerity to  which  part  of  his 
character  our  Saviour  has  given  an  undeni¬ 
able  teftimony,  in  conferring  on  him  the  fym- 
bolical  name  of  Cephas,  a  rock,  a  name  the 
moft  expreiiive  of  conftancy  and  firmnefs. — 

He  was  a  man  of  great  love  to  his  matter 
— and  of  no  lefs  zeal  for  his  religion,  of 
which,  from  among  many,  I  Hi  all  take  one 
Pittance  out  of  St.  John,  with  which  I  fhall 
conclude  this  account,— Where,  upon  the 
defertion  of  feveral  other  difciples, — our  Sa¬ 
viour  puts  the  queftion  to  the  twelve, — Will 
yq  alfo  go  away  ? — Then,  fays  the  text,  Peter 
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anfwered  and  faid, — Lord !  whither  fhall 
wre  go  ?  Thou  haft  the  words  of  eternal  life, 
and  we  believe,  and  know,  that  thou  art 
Chrift  the  fon  of  God. — Now,  if  we  look  into 
the  Gofpel,  we  find  what  our  Saviour  pro¬ 
nounced  on  this  very  confefifion. 

Bieffed  art  thou,  Simon  Barjona,  for  ftelli 
and  blood  hath  not  revealed  it  unto  thee, — 
but  mv  Father  which  is  in  heaven. — That 

e./ 

our  Saviour  had  the  words  of  eternal  life, — 
Peter  was  able  to  deduce  from  principles 
of  natural  reafon ;  becaufe  reafon  was  able 
to  judge  from  the  internal  marks  of  his  doc¬ 
trine,  that  it  was  worthy  God,  and  accom¬ 
modated  properly  to  advance  human  nature 
and  human  happinefs. — But  for  all  this,— 
reafon  could  not  infallibly  determine  that  the 
meflenger  of  this  doctrine  was  the  Meffias,  the 
eternal  Son  of  the  living  God  : — to  know 
this  required  an  illumination and  this  illu¬ 
mination,  I  fay,  feems  to  have  been  vouch- 
fated  at  that  inftant  as  a  reward, — as  would 
have  been  fufficient  evidence  by  itfelf  of  the 
difpofition  of  his  heart. - 

I  have  now  finifhed  this  fhort  eftay  upon 
the  character  of  St.  Peter,  not  with  a  loud 
panegyric  upon  the  power  of  his  keys,  or  a 
ranting  encomium  upon  fome  monaftic  quali¬ 
fications,  with  which  a  popifh  pulpit  would 
ring  upon  fuch  an  occafion,  without  doing 
much  honour  to  the  faint,  or  good  to  the 
audience  : — but  have  drawn  it  with  truth 
and  fobriety,  reprefenting  it  as  it  was,  as  con- 
fifting  of  virtues  the  moft  worthy  of  imitation, 
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—-and  grounded,  not  upon  apocryphal  ac¬ 
counts  and  legendary  inventions,  the  ward¬ 
robe  from  whence  popery  dreffes  out  her  faints 
on  thefe  days, — but  upon  matters  of  fait  in 
the  facred  Scriptures,  in  which  all  Chriftians 

agree. - And  fince  I  have  mentioned  popery, 

I  cannot  better  conclude  than  by  obierving, 
how  ill  the  fpirit  and  character  of  that  church 
refembles  that  particular  part  of  St.  Peter's 
which  has  been  made  the  fubjeit  of  this  dif- 

courfe. - Would  one  think  that  a  church, 

which  thrufts  itfelf  under  this  apoftle's  patro¬ 
nage,  and  claims  her  power  under  him,  would 
prefume  to  exceed  the  degrees  of  it,  which 
he  acknowledged  to  poffets  himfelf? — But 
how  ill  are  your  expectations  anfwered, 
when,  inftead  of  the  humble  declaration 

in  the  text, - Te  men  of  Ifrael,  marvel 

not  at  us,  as  if  our  own  power  and  holinefs 

had  wrought  this  ; - you  hear  a  language 

and  behaviour  from  the  Romifh  court,  as 
oppofite  to  it  as  infolent  words  and  aitions 
can  frame.- - 

So  that  inftead  of,  Ye  men  of  Ifrae], 

marvel  not  at  us, - Ye  men  of  Ifrael,  do 

marvel  at  us,— hold  us  in  admiration  : — — - 

Approach  our  facred  pontiff - (who  is  not 

only  holy - but  holinefs  itfelf)  —approach 

his  perfon  with  reverence,  and  deem  it  the 
greateft  honour  and  happmefs  of  your  lives 
to  fall  down  before  his  chair,  and  be  admit¬ 
ted  to  kifs  his  feet. - 

Think  not,  as  if  it  were  not  our  own 
holinefs  which  merits  all  the  homage  you 

can 
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can  pay  ns. — It  is  our  own  holinefs, — -the 
fuperabundance  of  it,  of  which,  having  more 
than  we  know  what  to  do  with  ourfelves, — 
from  works  of  fupererogation,  we  have  trans¬ 
ferred  the  furplus  in  ecclefiaftic  warehoufes, 
and,  in  pure  zeal  for  the  good  of  your  fouls, 
have  eitablifhed  public  banks  of  merit,  ready 

to  be  drawn  upon  at  all  times. - 

Think  not,  ye  men  of  Ifrael,  or  fay  within 
yourfelves,  that  we  are  unprofitable  fervants; 
we  have  no  good  works  to  fpare,  or  that  if 
we  had — we  cannot  make  this  ufe  of  them  ; 
- — that  we  have  no  power  to  circulate  our  in- 
dulgencies, — and  huckfter  them  out,  as  we 
do,  through  all  the  parts  of  Chriftendom. — 
Know  ye  by  thefe  prefents,  that  it  is  our 
own  power  which  does  this, — the  plenitude  of 
our  apoftolic  power  operating  with  our  own 
holinefs,  that  enables  us  to  bind  and  loofe, 

as  feems  meet  to  us  on  earth  ; - to  fave 

your  lbuls  or  deliver  them  up  to  Satan,  and, 
as  they  pleafe  or  difpleafe,  to  indulge  whole 
kingdoms  at  once,  or  excommunicate  them 

all ; - binding  kings  in  chains,  and  your 

nobles  in  links  of  iron. - 

That  we  may  never  again  feel  the  effects 

of  fuch  language  and  principles, - may 

God  of  his  mercy  grant  us.  Amen. 
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EZRA,  ix.  6,  7. 

And  I  laid,  O  my  God,  I  am  afhamed  and  blufh  to  lift  up  my  face 
to  thee,  my  God  : — for  our  iniquities  are  increafed  over  our 
head,  and  our  trefpafs  is  grown  up  unto  the  heavens. — -Since  the 
days  of  our  fathers  have  we  been  in  a  great  trefpafs  unto  this 
day. — 

There  is  not,  I  believe,  throughout  all 

hiftory,  an  inftance  of  lb  ftrange  and  obfti- 
liately  corrupt  a  people  as  the  Jews,  of  whom 
Ezra  complains ;  for  though  on  one  hand, 
— there  never  was  a  people  that  received  fo 
many  teltimonies  of  God’s  favour  to  encou- 
rage  them  to  be  good, — lb,  on  the  other  hand, 
there  never  was  a  people  which  fo  often  felt 
the  fcourge  of  their  iniquities  to  dilhearten 
them  from  doing  evil. — Yet  neither  the  one 
or  the  other  feemed  ever  able  to  make  them 
either  the  wifer  or  better ; — neither  God's 
bleffingrs,  nor  his  corrections,  could  ever  fof- 
ten  them  ; — they  ftill  continued  a  thanklefs 
unthinking  people, — who  profited  by  no  lef- 
fons,  neither  were  to  be  won  with  mercies, 
nor  terrified  with  punifhments, — but  on  every 
fucceeding  trial  and  occafion,  extremely  dif- 
pofed  againft  God,  to  go  aftray  and  a£t  wick¬ 
edly. 

In  the  words  of  the  text,  the  prophet's 
heart  overflows  with  forrow,  upon  his  reflec¬ 
tion 
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tion  of  this  unworthy  part  of  their  character  ; 
and  the  manner  of  his  application  to  God  is 
fo  expreffive  of  his  humble  fenfe  of  it,— and 
there  is  fomething  in  the  words  fo  full  of  ten- 
dernefs  and  tliame  for  them  upon  that  fcore, 
— as  befpeaks  the  moft  paternal,  as  well  as 
paftoral  concern  for  them. — And  he  faid, — - 
O  my  God  !  I  am  afhamed, — and  blulli  to 
lif  up  my  face  to  thee,  my  God. —  No  doubt 
the  hol}r  man  was  confounded  to  look  back 
upon  that  long  feries  of  fo  many  of  God's  un- 
deferved  mercies  to  them,  of  which  they  had 
made  fo  bad  and  ungrateful  a  ufe  :  he  confi- 
dered,  that  they  had  all  the  motives  that 
could  lay  reftraints  either  upon  a  confiderate 
or  a  reafonable  people; — that  God  had  not 
only  created,  upheld,  and  favoured  them 
with  all  advantages  in  common  with  the  reft 
of  their  fellow-creatures — but  had  been  par¬ 
ticularly  kind  to  them  ;  that  when  they  were 
in  the  houfe  of  bondage,  in  the  moft  hope- 
lefs  condition, — he  had  heard  their  cry  and 
took  compaffion  upon  their  afflictions,  and 
by  a  chain  of  great  and  mighty  deliverances, 
had  fet  them  free  from  the  yoke  of  oppreffion. 
— The  prophet,  no  doubt,  reflected  at  the 
fame  time,  that,  belides  this  inftance  of  God's 
goodnefs  in  firft  favouring  their  miraculous 
efcape,  a  feries  of  fuccefles  not  to  be  ac¬ 
counted  for  from  fecond  caufes,  and  the  na¬ 
tural  courfe  of  events,  had  crowned  their 
heads  in  fo  remarkable  a  manner,  as  to  afford 
an  evident  proof,  not  only  of  God’s  general 
concern,  but  of  his  particular  providence 
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fend  attachment  to  them  above  all  people  : 
—in  the  wilderncfs  he  led  them  like  Iheep, 
and  kept  them  as  the  apple  of  his  eye ; — he 
fuffered  no  man  to  do  them  wrong, — but  re¬ 
proved  even  kings  for  their  hike ; — that  when 
they  entered  into  the  promifed  land,  no  force 
was  able  to  hand  before  them  when  in  pof- 
feffion, — no  army  was  ever  able  to  drive  them 
out; — that  nations  greater  and  mightier  than 
they,  were  thruft  forth  from  before  them 
that,  in  a  word,  all  nature  for  a  time  was  dri¬ 
ven  backwards  hv  the  hands  of  God,  to  ferve 
them,  and  that  even  the  Sun  itfelf  had  flood 
ftill  in  the  midft  of  heaven,  to  fecure  their  vic¬ 
tories  ; — that  when  all  thefe  mercies  were  call 
away  upon  them, — and  no  principle  of  gra¬ 
titude  or  intereft  could  make  them  an  obedi¬ 
ent  people, — -God  had  tried  by  misfortunes 
to  bring  them  back  ; — that  when  inftrudtions, 
warnings,  invitations,  miracles,  prophets,  and 
holy  guides,  had  no  effedt,— he  at  laft  fuffered 
them  to  reap  the  wages  of  their  folly,  by  letting 
them  fall  again  into  the  fame  ftate  of  bondage 
in  Babylon,  from  whence  he  had  firff  raifed 
them.  Here  it  is  that  Ezra  pours  out  his 
confefiion.  It  is  no  frnall  aggravation  to 
Ezra's  concern,  to  find  that  even  this  laft  trial 
had  no  good  effedt  upon  their  condudt ; — • 
that  all  the  alternatives  of  promiles  and 
threats,  comforts  and  afflidtions,  inftead  of 
making  them  grow  the  better,  made  them  ap¬ 
parently  grow  the  worfe  :  how  could  he  inter¬ 
cede  for  them,  but  with  lhame  and  forrow  ; 
— and  fay,  as  in  the  text,  --  O  my  God,  I  am 
vol.  nr.  ee  aihamed. 
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a (li amed,  and  blulh  to  lift  up  my  face  to 
thee,  for  our  iniquities  are  increafed  over 
our  heads,  and  our  trefpafs  is  grown  up 
unto  the  heavens  ; — -frnce  the  days  of  our  fa¬ 
thers  have  we  been  in  a  great  trefpafs  unto 
this  day. 

Thus  much  for  the  prophet's  humble  con- 
feffion  to  God  for  the  Jews,  for  which  he  had 
but  too  juft  a  foundation  given  by  them  ; — 
and  I  know  not  how  I  can  make  a  better  ufe 
of  the  w~ords,  as  the  occafion  of  the  day  led 
me  to  the  choice  of  them,— than  by  a  ferious 
application  of  the  fame  lad  confeflion,  in  re¬ 
gard  to  ourfelves. — ■ 

Our  fathers,  like  thofe  of  the  Jews  in 
Ezra's  time,- — no  doubt  have  done  amifs,  and 
greatly  provoked  God  by  their  violence  ; — 
but  if  our  own  iniquities,  like  theirs,  are  in¬ 
creafed  over  our  heads  if  fince  the  days  of 
our  fathers  wre  have  been  in  great  trefpafs 
ourfelves  unto  this  day,— 'tis  fit  this  day  we 
fhould  be  put  in  mind  of  it;— nor  can  the 
time  and  occafion  be  better  employed,  than 
in  hearing  with  patience  the  reproofs  which 
fuch  a  parallel  will  lead  me  to  give. 

It  muft  be  acknowledged,  there  is  no  na¬ 
tion  which  had  ever  fo  many  extraordinary 
reafons  and  fupernatural  motives,  to  become 
thankful  and  virtuous  as  the  Jews  had  ; — yet 
at  the  fame  time,  there  is  no  one  which  has 
not  fufficient  (and  fetting  afide  at  prefent  the 
confideration  of  a  future  ft  ate  as  a  reward  for 
being  fo) — there  is  no  nation  under  heaven, 
which,  belides  the  daily  bleffings  of  Gods 
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providence  to  them,  but  have  received  fuffi- 
cient  bleffings  and  mercies  at  the  hands  of 
God  to  engage  their  bell  fervices,  and  the 
warmeft  returns  of  gratitude  they  can  pay  : 
— there  has  been  a  time,  may  be,  when  they 
have  been  delivered  from  fome  grievous  ca¬ 
lamity, — from  the  rage  of  peftilence  or  fa¬ 
mine, — from  the  edge  and  fury  of  the  fword, 
— from  the  fate  and  fall  of  kingdoms  round 
them  ; — they  may  have  been  preferred  by 
providential  difcoveries,  from  plots  and  de- 
iio’ns  againlt  the  well-being  of  their  Rates, — * 
or  by  critical  turns  and  revolutions  in  their 
favour  when  beginning  to  fink  ; — by  fome 
fignal  interpolition  of  God's  providence  • — - 
they  may  have  relbued  their  liberties,  and 
all  that  was  dear  to  them,  from  the  jaws  of 
fome  tyrant ; — or  may  have  prcferved  tlieir 
religion  pure  and  uncorrupted,  when  all  other 
comforts  failed  them. 

If  other  countries  have  reafon  to  be  thank¬ 
ful  to  God  for  any  one  of  thefe  mercies,  much 
more  has  this  of  ours,  which  at  one  time  or 
other  hath  received  them  all  ; — infomuch 
that  our  hiftory,  for  this  laid  century*  has 
fcarce  been  any  thing  elle  but  the  hiftory  of 
our  deliverances,  and  God’s  bleilings, — and 
thefe  in  fo  complicated  a  chain,  and  with  fo 
little  interruption, — as  to  be  fcarce  ever 
vouchfafed  to  any  nation  or  language  befides 
— except  the  Jews; — and  with  regard  to  them, 
though  inferior  in  the  ftupendous  manner  of 
their  working, — yet  no  way  lo  in  the  extenfive 
goodnefs  of  their  effects,  and  the  infinite  be- 
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nevolence  which  mull  have  wrought  them 
for  us.— Here  then  let  us  flop  and  look  back 
a  moment,  and  enquire,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the 
Jews,  what  great  effefts  all  this  has  had  upon 
our  lives, — and  how  far  worthy  we  have  lived 
- — of  what  we  have  received  ? 

A  ftranger — when  he  heard  that  this  ifland 
had  been  lo  favoured  by  Heaven, — fo  happy 
in  our  laws  and  religion, — fo  flourifhing  in 
our  trade,*— fo  blcifed  in  our  lituation  and 
natural  product, — and  in  all  of  them  fo  often 
—  fo  vifibiy  protected  by  Providence,— would 
conclude,  our  gratitude  and  morals  had  kept 
pace  with  our  bleflings ; — and  he  would  fay, 
—as  we  are  the  moft  bleffed  and  favoured, — - 
that  we  muft  be  the  moft  virtuous  and  religi¬ 
ous  people  upon  the  face  of  the  earth. 

Would  to  God  !  there  was  any  other  rca- 
fon  to  incline  one  to  fo  charitable  a  belief ; — - 
for,  without  running  into  any  common-place 
declamation  upon  the  wickednefs  of  the  age, 
—we  may  fay  within  the  bounds  of  truth, — - 
that  we  have  profited  in  this  refpebt  as  little 
as  was  poffible  for  the  Jews  that  there  is 
as  little  virtue, — and  as  little  fenfe  of  re¬ 
ligion,  at  leaft  as  little  of  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  it,  as  can  be  fuppofed  to  exift  at  all, 
in  a  country  where  it  is  countenanced  by  the 
ftate.  —  Our  forefathers,  whatever  greater  de¬ 
grees  of  real  virtue  they  were  poffefted  of— 
God,— who  fearcheth  the  heart, — belt  knows ; 

- — but  this  is  certain,  in  their  days  they  had 
at  leaft— the  form  of  godlinefs, — and  paid 
this  compliment  to  religion,  as  to  wear  at 
leaft  the  appearance  and  outward  garb  of 
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it.— The  public  fervice  of  God  was  better 
frequented, — and  in  a  devout  as  well  as  re¬ 
gular  manner  ; — there  was  no  open  profane- 
nefs  in  our  ftreets  to  put  piety  to  the  blufh,— 
or  domeftic  ridicule,  to  make  her  unealy, 
and  force  her  to  withdraw. 

Religion,  though  treated  with  freedom,  was 
ftill  treated  with  refpect ; — the  youth  of  both 
fexes  kept  under  greater  reftraint  ; — good 
order  and  good  hours  were  then  kept  up  in 
moft  families;  and,  in  a  word,  a  greater 
Itridtnefs  and  fobriety  of  manners  maintained 
throughout  amongft  people  of  all  ranks  and 
conditions ; — lb  that  vice,  however  fecretly 
it  might  be  pradtifed, — was  afhamed  to  be 
feen.— 

But  all  this  has  infenfibly  been  borne  down, 
ever  lince  the  days  of  our  forefathers  trefpafs 
♦ — when,  to  avoid  one  extreme,  we  began  to 
run  into  another; — fo  that,  inftead  of  any 
great  religion  amongft  us,  you  lee  thoufands 
who  are  tired  even  of  the  form  of  it,  and  who 
have  at  length  thrown  the  malk  of  it  alkie, 
- — as  an  ufelefs  incumbrance. — 

But  this  licentioufnefs,  he  would  fay,  may 
be  chiefty  owing  to  a  long  courfe  of  profpe- 
rity,  which  is  apt  to  corrupt  men’s  minds. — 
God  has  lince  this  tried  you  with  alflidiions  ; 

- — you  have  been  vifited  with  a  long  and 
expenfive  war : — God  has  fent,  moreover,  a 
peitilence  amongft  your  cattle,  which  has  cut 
off  the  flock  from  the  fold, — and  left  no  herd 
in  the  flails. — Surely,  he’ll  fay, — two  Inch 
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terrible  fcourges  muft  have  awakened  the 
confidences  of  the  moft  unthinking  part  of 
you,  and  forced  the  inhabitants  of  your  lands 
* — from  fuch  admonitions — though  they  failed 
with  the  Jews,  to  have  learnt  righteoufnefs 
for  themfelves. — * 

I  own  this  is  the  natural  effect, —  and  one 
would  hope  fliould  always  be  the  natural  ufe 
and  improvement  from  fuch  calamities  ; — for 
we  often  find  that  numbers  who,  in  profperity, 
feem  to  forget  God,  do  yet  remember  him 
in  the  day  of  trouble  and  diftrefs.- — Yet  con- 
fider  this  nationally, — we  fee  no  fuch  effect 
from  it  in  fa  ft,  as  one  would  be  led  to  expert 
from  the  fpeculation  ; — for  inftance,- — with  all 
the  devaluation,  bloodfhed,  and  expence 
which  the  war  has  occafioned, — how  many 
converts  has  it  made  to  frugality, — to  virtue, 
or  even  to  ferioufnefs  itfelf  ? — The  pefiilence 
amongft  our  cattle,— though  it  has  diftreffed 
and  utterly  undone  fo  many  thoufands,  yet 
what  one  vifible  alteration  has  it  made  in  the 
courfe  of  our  lives  ?— 

And  though  one  would  imagine  that  the 
necelfary  drains  of  taxes  for  the  one, —  and  the 
lofs  of  rents  and  property  from  the  other, 
Ihould  in  feme  meafure  have  withdrawn  the 
means  of  gratifying  our  paflions,  as  we  have 
done  yet  what  appearance  is  there  amongft 
us  that  it  is  fo  ?« — 

What  one  fafhionable  folly  or  extravagance 
has  been  checked  by  it  ? — Is  not  there  the 
fame  luxury  and  epioiirifm  of  entertainments 
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at  our  tables  ? — do  we  not  purfue  with  eager- 
nefs  the  fame  gidd  y  round  of  trifling  diverfions 
—is  not  the  infection  diffufed  amongft  people 
of  all  ranks,  and  all  ages? — And  even  grey 
hairs  whofe  fober  example  and  manners  ought 
to  check  the  extravagant  fal lies  of  the  thought- 
lefs,  gay,  and  unexperienced, — too  often  tot¬ 
ter  under  the  fame  colt ly  ornaments,  and 
join  the  general  riot.  Where  vanity,  like 
this,  governs  the  heart,  even  charity  will  al¬ 
low  us  to  fuppofe,  that  a  confcioufnefs  of  their 
inability  to  purfue  greater  exceffes,  is  the  only 
vexation  of  fpirit. — In  truth  the  obfervation 
falls  in  with  the  main  intention  of  the  dii- 
courfe, — which  is  not  framed  to  flatter  your 
follies,- — but  plainly  to  point  them  out,  and 
fhew  you  the  general  corruption  of  manners, 
and  want  of  religion;  which  all  men  fee,' — -and 
which  the  wife  and  good  lo  much  lament. — 
But  the  inquirer  will  naturally  go  on,  and. 
fay,  that  though  this  reprefentation  does  not 
anfwer  his  expectations,  that  undoubtedly 
we  muft  have  profited  by  thefe  lelibns  in  other 
refpeCts  ; — that  though  we  have  not  approved 
our  underftanding  in  the  fight  of  God,  by  a 
virtuous  ufe  of  our  misfortunes,  to  true  wif- 
dom  ; — that  we  muft  have  improved  them, 
however,  to  political  wifdom  ; — do  that  he 
would  fay, — though  the  Englifh  do  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  a  religious  people, —they  are  at 
leaft  a  loyal  one: — the^  have  fo  often  felt  the 
fcourge  of  rebellion,  and  have  tailed  fo  much 
fliarp  fruit  from  it, — as  to  have  fet  their  teeth 
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ob  edge  for  ever.— But,  good  God  !  how 
would  he  be  aftonifhed  to  hud,  that  though 
we  have  been  lb  often  toft  to  and  fro  by  our 
own  tempeftuous  humours, — that  we  were 
not  yet  lick  of  the  Itonn ; — that  though  we 
folemnly,  on  every  return  of  this  day,  lament 
the  guilt  of  our  forefathers  in  Raining  their 
hands  in  blood,- — we  never  once  think  of  our 
principles  and  practices,  which  tend  the  fame 
way: — and  though  the  providence  of  God 
has  let  bounds,  that  they  do  not  work  as 
much  mifchief, — as  in  days  of  diftraction 
and  defolation, — little  reafon  have  we  to 
afcribe  the  merit  thereof  to  our  own  wifdom  ; 
— fo  that,  when  the  whole  account  is  hated 
betwixt  us, — there  fee  ms  nothing  to  prevent 
the  application  of  the  words  in  the  text; — 
that  our  iniquities  are  encreafed  over  our 
heads,  and  our  trefpafs  is  grown  up  unto  the 
the  heaven. — Since  the  days  of  our  fathers 
have  we  been  in  a  great  trefpafs  unto  this 
day  ! — and  though  it  is  fit  and  becoming  that 
we  weep  for  them,— bis  much  more  fo,  that 
we  weep  for  ourfelves,- — that  we  lament  our 
own  corruptions, — and  the  little  advantages 
we  have  made  of  the  mercies  or  chaftifements 
of  God,  or  from  the  fins  and  provocations  of 
our  forefathers. — 

This  is  the  fruit  we  are  to  gather,  in  a  day 
of  fuch  humiliation  ; — and  unlefs  it  produces 
that  for  us,  bv  a  reformation  of  our  man- 
ners,  and  by  turning  us  from  the  error  of  our 
ways,  the  fervice  of  this  day  is  more  a  fenfe- 
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lefs  intuit  upon  the  memories  of  our  ances¬ 
tors, — than  an  honeft  defign  to  profit  by 
their  mistakes  and  misfortunes, — -and  to  be¬ 
come  wifer  and  better  from  our  reflections 


upon  them, — 

Till  this  is  done,  it  avails  little,  though 
we  pray  fervently  to  God  not  to  lay  their  fins 
to  our  charge — whilft  we  have  lb  many  re- 
maining  of  our  own. —  Unlefs  we  are  touched 
for  ourlelves,  how  can  we  expert  he  Ihould 
hear  our  cry  ?  It  is  the  wicked  corruption  of 
a  people  which  they  are  to  thank  for  what¬ 
ever  natural  calamities  they  feel this  is  the 
very  ftate  we  are  in — which  by  difengaging 
Providence  from  taking  our  part, — will  al¬ 
ways  leave  a  people  expofed  to  the  whole 
force  of  accidents,  both  from  within  and 
without  : — and  however  ft  ate!  men  may  dif« 
pute  about  the  caufes  of  the  growth  or  decay 
of  kingdoms,— it  is  for  this  caufe,  a  matter 
of  eternal  truth, — -that  as  virtue  and  religion 
are  our  only  recommendation  to  God,— that 
they  are,  confequently,  the  only  true  bafis  of 
our  happinefs  and  profperity  on  earth.— And 
however  we  may  fhclter  ourfelves  under  dif- 
tinftions  of  party,— that  a  wicked  man  is  the 
worft  enemy  the  ftate  has;— and  for  the  con¬ 
trary,  it  will  always  be  found,  that  a  virtuous 
man  is  the  belt  patriot,  and  the  heft  fubjeCt 
the  king  has. — -And  though  an  individual 
may  fay,  what  will  my  righteoufnefs  profit  a 
nation  of  men  ?— I  anfwer, — if  it  fail  of  a 
bleffing  here  (which  is  not  likely),  it  will 
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have  one  advantage— it  will  fave  thy  own 
foul,  and  give  thee  that  peace  at  the  laft* 
which  this  world  cannot  take  away. 

Which  God,  of  his  infinite  mercy,  grant  us 
alL  Amen, 
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